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"  It  may  be  proper  to  odTeitbe  the  reader,  that  he  is  not  to  look 
for  esy  particniar  reason  for  the  choice  of  these  discourses;  their 
being  ti^en  from  amongst  others,  preached  throu^  a  course  of 
many  years,  being  in  great  measure  accidental. 

"Neither  is  he  to  expect  any  other  connection  between  them, 
than  that  aniformity  of  thought  and  design  which  vill  always  be 
found  in  the  writings  of  the  same  person,  when  he  writes  with  sim- 
plicity and  in  earnest." — Bp.  Bctleb,  Pn/aee  to  Sermon*. 


CONTENTS. 


•c 


SERMON   I. 
(p.  1.) 

"  Be  not  righteooB  overmach." — Ecolenatiet  yii.  16. 
St,  Mary'9,  Oxford,  Aug,  31, 1817. 

SERMON  II. 

(p.  19.) 

"  Beloved,  if  God  lo  loved  lu,  we  ought  also  to  love  one 
another." — ^1  Si,  John  iv.  11. 

SuHkorpe,  Ma^  28, 1815. 

SERMON    III. 
(p.  29.) 

If  thej  bear  not  Moies  and  the  Prophetic  neither  will  they  be  persuaded, 
though  one  rote  from  the  dead." — St,  Luh^  vn,  31. 

SaHleach,  May  28, 1816. 

SERMON  IV. 

(p.  89.) 

"Blessed  it  be  that  shall  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  Qod."—i9MAiilr0  xiv.  15. 

EaHkaek,  June  18, 1815. 

SERMON  V. 

(p.  51.) 

''By  faith  Abel  offered  nnto  God  a  more  excellent  saciifloe  than  Cain,  by 
which  he  obtained  witness  that  he  was  righteous,  God  testifying  of  his  gifts, 
and  1^  it  he  bung  dead  yet  speaketh." — Seb,  xL  4. 

JSattleack,  July  80, 1815. 

SERMON  VI. 
(p.  08.) 

**  By  faith  Noah,  being  warned  of  God  of  things  not  seen  as  yet»  moved  with 
fear,  prepared  an  ark  to  the  saving  of  his  house,  by  the  which  he  con- 
demned the  world,  and  became  heir  of  the  righteousness  which  is  by  faith." 

— M^.  xL  7. 

JSoitUaeh,  Aug.  18, 1816. 

b 


VI  CONTENTS. 


M 


SERMON  VII. 
(p.  75.) 
And  Jesof  answering  said  unto  them.  Suppose  ye  that  these  Galilaeans  were 
sinners  above  all  the  Qalilseans,  because  they  Buffered  such  things  ?     I  tell 
you,  nay:  but  except  ye  repent,  ye  shaU  all  likewise  perish." — St. Luke 

xiiL2,8. 

Burihorpe,  Jan,  18, 1816. 


SERMON   VIII. 

(p.  87.) 

"  And  David  said  unto  Nathan,  I  have  sinned  against  the  Lord.    And  Nathan 

said  unto  David,  The  Lord  also  hath  put  away  thy  sin;  thou  shalt  not  die." 

—2  Sam.  xii.  13. 

Burthorpe,  July  21, 1816. 

SERMON    IX. 

(p.  101.) 

"A  fruitful  land  maketh  He  barren,  for  the  wickedness  of  them  that 

dwell  therein." — Psalm  cvii.  34. 

Eatfleach,  June  16, 1817. 

SERMON   X. 

(p.  117.) 

"And  when  He  was  come  near.  He  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over  it,  saying, 

If  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  at  least  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which 

belong  unto  thy  peace ;  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes." — Si.  Luke 

xix.  41,  42. 

SaHleach,  Aug.  2, 1818. 

SERMON  XI. 
(p.  129.) 

"  And  they,  whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear,  (for  they  are 
a  rebellious  house,)  yet  shall  know  that  there  hath  been  a  Prophet  among 
them." — Ezekiel  ii.  6. 

Eoitleaeh,  Sept.  26, 1819. 

SERMON  XII. 

(p.  143.) 

"  The  poor  haye  the  Gospel  pv«ached  to  them."-*<9«.  Mait.  xL  6. 

Bwrthorpe,  Sept.  8»  182a 


i 


CONTENTS.  Vll 


SERMON  XIIT. 

(p.  155.) 

"  Watch  therefare,  for  ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  wherein  the 

Son  of  Man  cometh^^St.  MaU,  zxv.  18. 

Bfirekarpe,  March  IS,  1821. 

SEBMON   XrV. 

(p.  167.) 

And  Elijah  said  nnto  her.  Fear  not ;  go  and  do  as  thon  hast  said ;  bnt  make 
me  thereof  a  little  cake  first,  and  bring  it  nnto  me,  and  after  make  for  thee 
and  for  thy  son.*' — 1  Kin^s  xvii.  13. 

Julsf  7,  1822. 

SERMON  XV. 

I  (p.  179.) 

That  we  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  Scriptures  might  have 

hope." — Bom,  xv.  4. 

Battleach,  Dee,  14, 1823. 


M 


« 


SERMON  XVI. 

(p.  191.) 

Not  as  though  I  had  already  attained,  either  were  already  [made] 

perfect." — Philippiana  iii.  12. 

Souihrap,  Jan,  26,  1824. 

SERMON  XVII. 

(p.  203.) 

"  For  e?en  Christ  pleased  not  himself." — Mom,  xv.  8. 

EaHleach,  Jan,  80, 1826. 

SERMON  XVni. 

(p.  215.) 
"  ThoQ  shalt  not  speak  evil  of  the  mler  of  thy  people." — Acts  xxiii.  5. 

ffursley,  Jan,  29, 1826. 

SERMON    XIX. 

(p.  225.) 

"Now  when  Daniel  knew  that  the  writing  was  signed,  ho  went  into  his  hoosc ; 
and  his  windows  being  open  in  his  chamber  toward  Jerusalem,  ho  kneeled 
upon  his  knees  three  times  a  day,  and  prayed,  and  gave  thanks  before  his 
God,  as  he  did  aforetime." — Iktniel  vi.  10. 

SasiUach,  Oct,  1, 1826. 


Vlll  CONTENTS. 


SERMON  XX. 

(p.  285.) 

"  Remember  the  word  that  I  said  onto  yoa.  The  servant  is  not  greater 

than  hiB  Lord." — 8i,  John  xr.  20. 

Coin,  Oct.  28, 1827. 

SERMON  XXI. 

(p.  247.) 

**  For  which  of  yon,  intencUng  to  bnild  a  tower,  sitteth  not  down  first,  and 

coonteth  the  C06t>  whether  he  have  sufficient  to  finish  it." — St.  Luke 

xiv.28. 

Coin,  June  22, 1828. 

SERMON  XXII. 

(p.  259.) 

Be  kindly  affbctioned  one  to  another  with  brotherly  love,  in  honour 
preferring  one  another." — Horn.  xii.  10. 

Coin,  Jan.  18, 1829. 


« 


SERMON  XXin. 

(p.  278.) 

"  My  people  doth  not  consider." — leaiah  i.  8. 

Nov.  24, 1830. 

SERMON  XXIV. 

(p.  283.) 

"  For  she  said.  If  I  may  tonch  bat  His  clothes,  I  shall  be  whole." — 

St.  Mark  v.  28. 

Coin,  Oct.  2, 1831. 

SERMON  XXV. 

(p.  295.) 

"  From  whence  can  a  man  satisfy  these  men  with  bread  here  in  the 

wilderness  ?" — St.  Mark  viii.  4. 

Coin,  Aug.  6, 1832. 

SERMON  XXVI. 

(p.  807.) 

"  Continuing  instant  in  prayer." — Bom.  xii.  12. 

Coin,  Nov.  23, 1833. 


CONTENTS.  IX 

SERMON  XXVII. 

(p.  819.) 

"He  that  abidetli  m  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  he  hath  hoth  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  If  there  come  any  onto  yon  and  bring  not  this  doctrine,  receiTe 
him  not  into  yoor  hoow*  neither  bid  lum  God  speed :  For  he  that  biddeth 
hnn  God  speed  is  partaker  of  his  eril  deeds."— 2  Si.  John  9—11. 

Coin,  8t.  Jolkm,  1834. 

SERMON  XXVni. 

<p.  331.) 

''And  the  Lord  said.  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  that  thing  which  I  do, 
seeing  that  Abraham  shall  snrely  become  a  great  and  mighty  nation,  and  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  shall  be  blessed  in  him  P  For  I  know  him,  that  he 
will  command  his  children  and  his  honsehold  after  him,  and  they  shall  keep 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  justice  and  judgment ;  that  the  Lord  may  bring 
npon  Abraham  that  which  He  hath  spoken  of  him." — Otn,  xyiii.  17 — 19. 

Colm,  Trinity  Sunday,  1886. 

SERMON  XXIX. 

(p.  341.) 

"  Were  there  not  ten  cleansed  ?  bat  where  are  the  nine  P" — Si,  Luke  lyiL  17. 

Cireneetter,  VUh  Sunday  after  Trinity,  1836. 

SERMON  XXX. 

(p.  355.) 

"  Unto  Him  be  glory  in  the  Chorch  by  Christ  Josos  throughout  all  ages, 

world  without  end." — Eph,  liL  21. 

Huriley,  Sept  18, 1836. 

SERMON  XXXI. 

<p.  369.) 
''When  I  had  heard  and  seen,  I  fell  down  to  worship  before  the  feet  of 
the  angel  which  shewed  me  these  things.  Then  saith  he  unto  me.  See 
thou  do  it  not;  for  I  am  thy  feUow-servant,  and  of  thy  brethren  the 
prophets,  and  of  them  which  keep  the  sayings  of  this  book:  worship 
God."— jB«.  xxii.  8,  9. 

HureUy,  St.  Michael,  1837. 

SERMON  XXXII. 

(p.  383.) 

"  When  ijae  Son  of  Man  coroeth,  shall  He  find  futh  on  the  earth  ?" — 

St.  Luke  xviii.  8. 

Hursley,  Nov.  ^  1838. 


CONTENTS. 


SERMON  XXXIII. 

(p.  897.) 
''Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for  a  farthing?  and  not  one  of  them  shall  fall  on 
the  ground  without  yoor  Father.    But  even  the  very  hairs  of  your  head  are 
all  nnmhered.    Fear  ye  not  therefore :  ye  are  of  more  valne  than  many 
sparrows."— iS^.  Luke  xii.  6,  6.   ISt,  Matt.  z.  29,  80.] 

Sursley,  July  21,  1889. 

SERMON  XXXIV. 

(p.  411.) 

The  foundations  will  he  cast  down :  and  what  hath  the  righteous  done  ?  The 
Lord  is  in  His  holy  temple,  the  Lord's  seat  is  in  heaven :  His  eyes  consider 
the  poor,  and  His  eyelids  try  the  children  of  men." — Psalm  xi.  8 — 6. 

Eursley,  Jan.  80, 1840. 


n 


SERMON  XXXV. 

(p.  421.) 

"  You  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth :  therefore  I  will 
punish  you  for  all  your  iniquities." — Amos  ill.  2. 

HursUjf,  April  18, 1841. 

SERMON  XXXVI. 

(p.  431.) 

"  They  have  well  said  all  that  they  have  spoken.    O  that  there  were  such  an 

heart  in  them,  that  they  would  fear  Me,  and  keep  all  My  commandments 

always,  that  it  might  he  well  with  them,  and  with  their  children  for  ever !" 

—Deut.  V.  28,  29. 

BUley,  April  17,  1842. 

SERMON  XXXVII. 

(p.  443.) 
"  Jesus  Christ  the  same  yesterday,  and  to  day,  and  for  ever." — Heb.  xiii.  8. 

Hursley,  May  7,  1848. 

SERMON  XXXVIII. 

(p.  453.) 

"  They,  and  all  that  appertained  to  them,  went  down  alive  into  the  pit,  and 
the  earth  closed  upon  them :  and  they  perished  from  among  the  congrega- 
tion.  And  all  Israel  that  were  round  ahout  them  fled  at  the  cry  of  them  : 
for  they  said,  Lest  the  earth  swallow  us  up  also.  And  there  came  out  a  fire 
from  the  Lord,  and  consumed  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  that  oficred 
incense." — Numhers  xvi.  38 — 85. 

Rursley,  May  29, 1843. 


OONTBIITS.  XI 


SEEMON  XXXIX. 

(p.  469.) 

^Tbe  leaves  of  the  tvee  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nationi.'* — JKtv.  xxiL  2. 

Swnley,  9rd  Bmnday  itfter  Epipkamy,  1844. 

SERMON  XL. 

(p.  460.) 
"  Bat  he  seemed  ss  one  that  mocked  nnto  his  sons  in  law." — Chm.  zix.  14. 

Hwnley,  JM.  9, 1846. 

SERMON  XLI. 

(p.  479.) 

Do  the  work  of  an  Evangelist,  make  ftill  proof  of  thy  ministry." — 2  Tim.  iv.  6. 

Hwnley,  8i.  I^Mt  Dag,  1846. 


« 


«< 


« 


SERMON  XLII. 

(p.  489.) 

Ye  can  discern  the  face  of  the  sky  and  of  the  earth,  bat  how  is  it  that 
ye  do  not  discern  this  time  P" — 8t  Luke  xiL  56. 

Hunley,  March  21, 1847. 


SERMON  XLni. 

(p.  49a) 

And  Jesas  said  anto  them.  See  ye  not  all  these  things  ?  verily  I  say  onto 
yoa.  There  shall  not  be  left  here  one  stone  apon  another,  that  shall  not  be 
thro¥m  down." — St.  Matt,  xxiv.  2. 

Hmnley,  Oct.  24^  184a 


SERMON  XLIV. 

(p.  609.) 
Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty."— 2  Oor.  iii.  17. 

SuTiley,  May  27, 1849. 


M 


M 


SERMON  XLY. 

(p.  619.) 

Seek  righteoosness,  seek  meekness :  it  may  be  ye  shall  be  hid  in  the  day 
of  the  Lord's  anger." — Zepkamak  ii.  8. 

Ewnleg,  Sept.  28, 1849. 


Xll  CONTENTS. 


8EBM0N  XLVI. 

(p.  627.) 

"  And  he  went  up,  and  lay  upon  the  child,  and  put  hia  month  upon  his  mouth, 

and  his  eyes  upon  his  eyes,  and  his  hands  upon  his  hands :  and  he  stretched 

himself  upon  the  child;    and  the  flesh  of  the   child  waxed  wann." — 

2  Kinoi  iv.  84. 

BUley,  July  28,  1850. 


SERMON  XLVII. 

(p.  687.) 

How  heauUM  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth 

good  tidings,  that  publishcth  peace;   that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good, 

that  publishcth  salvation;   that  saith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth!"  — 

Isaiak  111.  7. 

Hurtley,  Advent,  1851. 


n 


SERMON  XLVIII. 

(p.  647.) 

"This  was  the  appearance  of  the  likeness  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  And 
when  I  saw  it,  I  fell  upon  my  face,  and  I  heard  a  voice  of  one  that  spake." 
^JSxekiel  L  28. 

HursUnf,  June  6»  1862. 

SERMON   XLIX. 

(p.  657.) 

"  The  Lord  direct  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God,  and  into  the  patient 

wuting  for  Christ." — ^2  Thesi.  ill.  5. 

Hurtle^,  Mojf  22, 1853. 

SERMON  L. 

(p.  667.) 

"  The  fierceness  of  man  shaU  turn  to  Thy  praise." — Ptalm  Ixxvi.  10. 

ffursley,  Dec.  10, 1854. 


SEKMONS, 


OCCASIONAL  AND  PAROCHIAL, 


BY  THE 


REV.  JOHN  KEBLE,  M.A., 

FORMERLY  PROFESSOR  OF  POETRY  IN  THE  TJNIVERSITT  OF  OXFORD ; 

▲FTERWARD6  VICAR  OF  HURSLET,   IN  THE  DIOCESE  OF  WINCHESTER  ;    AND 

CANON  OF  THE  COLLEGIATE  CHURCH  OF  CUMBRAE,  IN  THE  DIOCEEB 

OF  ARGYLL  AND  THE  ISLES. 


-♦♦- 


JAMES  PARKER  AND  CO. 

1867. 


10  SERMON  I. 


good  man's  works  may  not  follow  him :  and  no  won- 
der, if  they  who  are  possessed  by  it  be  content  with 
a  very  scanty  treasure  of  such  works.  But  let  tw  be 
stedfast,  immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  we  know  that  no  part  or 
portion,  not  one  jot  or  one  tittle  of  our  "  labour  shall 
be  in  vain  in  the  Lord," 

S.  But  because  these  general  considerations  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  so  striking  to  some  minds  as  a  single 
plain  strong  text,  I  will  out  of  many  cite  this  one, 
which  seems  quite  sufficient  to  decide  the  question 
alone.  Our  Lord,  having  propounded  to  His  dis- 
ciples the  example  of  an  earthly  master,  who  will 
not  excuse  his  seiTant  from  waiting  on  him  at  home, 
because  he  has  been  toiling  hard  in  the  field,  nor  ever 
accounts  his  work  done  while  any  thing'  remains  for 
him  to  do;  directs  us  to  take  the  like  measure  of 
what  God  requires  of  tt^.  "  So  likewise  ye,  when  ye 
have  done  all  that  is  commanded  you,  say,  We  are 
unprofitable  servants:  we  have  done  that  which  it 
was  our  duty  to  do."  This  text  hath  long  been 
a  sharp  arrow  in  the  Church's  quiver  against  the  un- 
holy doctrine  of  meritorious  righteousness  in  man,  let 
us  apply  it  to  the  reformation  of  our  hearts  as  well 
as  to  the  rectification  of  our  faith.  If  neither  saint 
nor  martyr,  neither  prophet  nor  apostle,  though  he 
did  all  that  he  was  commanded,  could  do  enough  to 
make  God  his  debtor,  but  hath  still  need  to  confess 
himself  an  unprofitable  servant,  which  of  us  all  can 
ever  be  justified  in  saying,  ^Here  I  may  stop  short; 
I  will  not  try  to  amend  myself  any  farther,  lest  I  be 
over-righteous.' 

€.  To  conclude  this  part  of  my  subject.  The  best 
comment  on  the  doctrines  and  texts  which  have  been 
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laid  before  you  must  be  the  declared  conviction  and 
practice  of  good  and  holy,  yea,  of  inspired  persons, 
of  Apostles  and  Apostolic  men  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Church  until  now.  Whatever  claims  a  misguided 
veneration  may  have  since  made  in  their  behalf,  we 
shall  hear  themselves  all  of  one  mind  and  one  mouth 
in  this  matter,  all  speaking  the  language  of  humility 
and  contrition,  conscious  of  un worthiness  and  imper- 
fection, abhorring  nothing  so  much  as  the  thought  of 
presuming  on  what  they  had  done.  Was  St.  Paul 
afraid  of  being  too  good,  he  who  so  passionately  de- 
precates and  puts  from  him  all  trust  in  his  past 
labours?  "Not  as  though  I  had  already  attained, 
either  were  already  perfect :  but  I  follow  after,  if  that 
I  may  apprehend  that  for  which  also  I  am  appre- 
hended of  Christ  Jesus."  Was  St.  Peter  afraid  of 
being  too  good,  he  who  so  earnestly  exhorteth  all 
believers  to.  add  grace  to  grace,  to  make  their  calling 
and  election  sure,  to  do  more  and  more,  that  they 
might  never  fall  ?  or  St.  John,  who  will  let  none  stop 
or  assure  himself  of  a  Christian's  hope  till  he  have 
purified  himself  even  as  Christ  is  pure  ?  Look  through 
the  acts  and  monuments  of  them  whose  deaths  were 
precious  in  God's  sight ;  listen  to  their  last  accents 
and  consider  what  they  would  have  said  to  thy  fear 
of  being  righteous  over  much,  they  who  would  not 
suffer  their  own  good  deeds  to  be  mentioned  before 
them ;  who  professed  themselves  the  chief  of  sinners 
when  all  besides  esteemed  them  as  angels  upon  earth ; 
who  lamented  that  they  had  nothing  to  present  to 
their  merciful  God  but  sin  and  misery. — But  it  is 
enough.  When  the  analogy  of  faith,  and  the  clear 
words  of  our  Saviour,  and  the  lives  and  deaths  of  all 
the  Saints  are  against  a  doctrine,  it  is  quite  certain 
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that  any  single  expression  which  may  seem  to  assert 
it  must  be  wrongly  interpreted ;  and  therefore,  what- 
ever be  the  true  meaning  of  the  text,  it  cannot  mean 
that  against  which  we  have  been  arguing,  and  it  is 
a&onting  the  Holy  Spirit  to  affect  to  draw  from 
it  any  plea  for  wilful  sins  or  avoidable  imperfections. 

3.  But  what  if  it  should  appear,  on  considering  the 
text  itself,  that  it  was  intended  as  a  warning  against 
the  very  error  which  it  is  so  often  and  so  unfortunately 
used  to  encourage?  To  make  this  out,  which  was 
the  third  and  last  part  of  my  purpose,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  recite  to  you  the  whole  passage.  All  things^ 
saith  the  wise  king,  have  I  seen  in  the  days  of  my 
vanity :  there  is  a  just  man  that  perisheth  in  his  righte- 
ousness^ and  there  is  a  wicked  man  that  prohngeth  his 
life  in  his  wickedness.  Be  not  righteous  over  much; 
neither  make  thyself  over  wise :  why  shouldest  thou  de- 
stroy thyself?  Be  not  over  much  wicked^  neither  be 
thou  foolish:  why  shouldst  thou  die  before  thy  time? 

Although  the  full  meaning  and  drift  of  these  verses 
be  not  very  clear,  their  connection  with  one  another 
is  close  and  plain.  The  two  latter  are  evidently 
practical  cautions,  grounded  on  an  observation  con- 
cerning human  life  which  is  made  in  the  former. 
In  the  days  of  my  vanity^  i.e.  in  the  course  of  the 
few  and  evil  days  of  mine  earthly  pilgrimage,  /  have 
seen  all  things^  all  varieties  of  human  fortune.  I 
have  seen  the  righteous  perishing  in,  or  through 
his  righteousness,  and  the  wicked  prolonging  his  life 
and  prosperity  by  his  wickedness:  therefore  be  not 
righteous  over  much^  lest  thou  destroy  thyself;  neither 
be  over  much  wicked^  lest  that  also  bring  thee  to  an 
untimely  end.    Now  I  think  every  one  must  acknow- 
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ledge  that  there  is  something  to  be  explained  in 
this  sentiment.  Either  the  words  must  not  be  taken 
m  their  literal  and  direct  meaning,  or  they  must  be 
spoken,  by  a  figure  not  without  precedent  in  this 
same  book,  in  the  person  of  a  worldly  man,  and  not 
of  Solomon.  The  form  of  the  sentence  leads  us  to 
consider  the  qualities  expressed  by  the  words  "  right- 
eous "  and  **  wicked,''  be  those  qualities  what  they 
may,  as  equally  dangerous  in  excess,  and  equally  to 
be  practised  in  moderation.  The  literal  sense,  there- 
fore, would  be,  ^  Be  moderately  righteous  and  moder- 
ately wicked ;  imitate  rather  the  prudent  yielding  of 
the  wicked  man,  who  prolongeth  his  life  in  his  wicked- 
ness, than  the  scrupulous  severity  of  the  righteous, 
who  perisheth  in  his  righteousness;  so  shalt  thou 
avoid  unpopularity,  persecutions,  self-denial,  and  the 
other  unpleasant  consequences  of  a  strict  adherence 
to  your  duty,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  on  the  other, 
you  will  not  be  notorious  or  scandalous,  you  wiU 
satisfy  the  customs  of  the  world,  and  the  laws  of  the 
land.  In  short,  follow  the  stream;  do  as  other  people 
do,  and  you  will  be  rich,  respected,  and  easy.' 

Kow  this  is  so  shocking  a  conclusion,  so  directly 
contrary  to  the  whole  tenour  of  the  Law  and  the 
Gospel,  that  it  cannot  be  the  meaning  of  the  words, 
if  they  are  spoken  by  Solomon  in  his  own  person. 
Almost  all,  therefore,  who  have  set  themselves  to 
expound  this  text  (supposing  them  to  be  so  spoken) 
have  busied  themselves  in  finding  out  unusual  mean- 
ings for  the  words  rendered  *' righteous"  and  "  wicked:" 
interpreting  the  passage  either  in  a  forensic  sense  as 
a  caution  against  too  great  lenity  on  the  one  hand, 
and  too  great  severity  on  the  other ;  or  as  a  pruden- 
tial maxim  touching  our  conduct  in  matters  civil  and 


14  SERMON   I. 


indifferent,  that  we  be  neither  over-precise,  nor  too 
careless  about  them ;  or  as  a  rule  for  the  moderation 
of  our  affections  towards  temporal  objects,  that  we  be 
neither  men  of  the  world,  nor  useless  ascetics.  In 
every  one  of  these  expositions,  however,  there  appears 
something  not  altogether  satisfactory;  the  sense  of 
the  word  translated  "  wicked,"  is  a  good  deal  strained 
in  some  of  them,  and  in  others  the  connection  be- 
tween the  verses  is  too  much  neglected.  I  would 
therefore,  but  not  without  considerable  diffidence, 
abide  rather  by  the  other  way  of  explaining  the 
passage,  which  supposes  these  two  verses  to  be  spoken 
by  the  inspired  writer,  not  in  his  own  person,  but  in 
the  person  of  an  irreligious  and  worldly  man,  and 
the  verse  which  follows  them  to  be  a  caution  against 
that  erroneous  view  of  things  which  they  contain, 
and  a  reference  to  the  only  principle  which  can 
preserve  us  from  such  a  fatal  mistake,  namely,  the 
Fear  of  God.  For  thus  it  runs :  It  is  good  that  thou 
shouldest  take  hold  of  thisy  yea^  also  from  this  withdraw 
not  thine  hand:  for  (or,  as  the  particle  may  probably 
be  rendered,  that)  he  that  feareth  God  shall  come  forth 
of  them  all.  As  if  he  had  said,  *  At  first  view  of  the 
seeming  irregularities  of  things  in  this  world,  you  may 
be  tempted  to  listen  to  the  smooth  plausible  counsel 
of  those  who  would  have  you  beware  of  being  too 
good,  as  well  as  of  being  notoriously  wicked;  who 
would  make  you  servants  of  God  and  mammon  both ; 
but  be  not  afraid  of  their  terror,  neither  be  troubled : 
fear  God  and  keep  His  commandments,  and  then  you 
shall  come  safe  through  all  those  perils  which  startle 
your  worldly  advisers  so  much.' 

Whether  this  be  or  not  the  exact  train  of  thought 
which  the  wise  man  intended  to  convey  to  us,  it  must 
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at  least  be  abundantly  manifest,  even  from  such 
a  slight  survey  of  the  context  as  we  have  now  been 
able  to  take,  that  nothing  could  be  farther  from  his 
intentions  than  that  construction,  which  the  too  subtle 
apologists  of  lukewarmness  in  religion  are  so  ready  to 
fasten  on  the  text.  Other  authority  than  Solomon's 
must  henceforth  be  found  to  vindicate  that  dread  of 
over-righteousness  which  keeps  so  many  of  us  in  con- 
tented acquiescence  with  practices  which  they  know 
to  be  wrong,  and  in  self-applauding  abstinence  from 
necessary  and  important  duties.  For  it  must  not  be 
supposed  that  the  arguments  now  laid  before  you 
apply  to  those  only  who  expressly  pervert  the  par- 
ticular text  which  gave  occasion  for  them.  They 
apply  to  every  one  atnong  us  who  wilfully  stops  short 
of  perfection,  to  every  one  who  draws  back  or  stands 
at  a  stay  in  the  path  of  righteousness,  under  pretence 
that  he  has  done  enough.  Is  there  any  man  of  busi- 
ness who  is  accustomed  to  separate  religion  too  much 
from  his  daily  occupations,  to  think  that  his  happiness 
here  and  hereafter  cannot  be  pursued  together,  and  to 
esteem  the  latter  sufficiently  provided  for  if  he  allow 
it  one  day  in  the  week  ?  Let  him  learn  that  though 
the  show  of  righteousness  may  be  unseasonable,  righ- 
teousness itself  can  never  be  so:  let  him  learn  that 
the  yoke  of  Christ  is  to  be  borne  by  all  persons  of  all 
professions,  in  all  times  and  in  all  places,  and  that 
piety,  purity,  heavenly-mindedness  and  continual 
growth  in  grace,  are  no  more  to  be  confined  to  per- 
sons  of  leisure,  and  theologians  by  profession,  than 
death  and  judgment,  and  eternal  happiness  or  misery 
are.  Is  there  any  who  indulges  himself  of  very  care- 
lessness in  what  he  knows  to  be  wrong  in  his  familiar 
conversation,  because,  as  he  tells  himself,  it  would  be 
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superstitious  to  make  such  trifling  actions  matter  of 
conscience  ?  Let  not  such  an  one  fear  being  righteom 
over  muchy  but  rather  let  him  fear  what  the  wise  son 
of  Sirach  has  threatened  to  such  as  he  is :  "  He  that 
despiseth  small  things  shall  fall  by  little  and  little." 
Yea,  let  him  fear  that  account  which  a  greater  than 
Solomon  hath  declared  shall  be  given  of  every  idle 
word  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Lastly,  are  there  any 
whose  moral  sense  is  seared  by  that  most  corrupting 
of  all  situations  into  which  unstable  Christians  can  be 
thrown,  the  living  among  those  whose  professions  and 
opportunities  are  high  and  their  practice  low?  are 
there  any  who  beholding  sometimes  formality  and 
indevotion,  sensuality  and  insubordination,  even  in 
these  seats  of  sacred  discipline,  are  thereby  led  to 
think  light  of  such  abominations,  and  to  reckon  them 
in  some  measure  matters  of  course,  which  God  will 
allow  for  as  easily  as  the  world  does,  when  the  great 
Day  of  account  shall  come?  Kemember,  I  beseech 
you,  my  brethren,  that  every  man  shall  bear  his  own 
burthen.  If  they  whose  bad  conduct  emboldens  you 
to  sin  were  to  be  punished  in  your  stead,  you  might 
do  safely  in  following  them,  but  now  as  God  hath 
not  given  you  their  example  for  a  rule,  so  neither 
will  He  admit  it  as  an  excuse.  One  only  plain  rule  He 
hath  given  you,  that  is,  His  Holy  Word,  and  in  that, 
be  assured,  no  fair  enquiry  will  ever  shew  you  any 
excuse  for  sin,  anything  to  slacken  your  endeavours 
after  perfect  righteousness.  The  example  there  given 
is  infinitely  holy,  the  aid  vouchsafed  infinitely  gra- 
cious, the  end  proposed  infinitely  glorious:  let  not 
our  repentance  and  our  obedience,  our  faith,  and 
hope,  and  charity,  be  bounded  by  the  churlish  and 
scanty  proportions  of  this  world,  but  let  them  also  by 
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God's  grace  be  continually  swelling  towards  infinity, 
till  they  be  finally  perfected  where  alone  true  perfec- 
tion is  to  be  found.  Brethren,  let  us  not  count  our- 
selves to  have  obtained,  but  this  one  thing  let  us  do ; 
forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind,  and  reach- 
ing forth  unto  those  things  which  are  before,  let  us 
press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  call- 
ing of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  To  which  lie  of  Ilis 
great  and  endless  mercy  vouchsafe  to  bring  us  all 
through  the  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord :  to  whom, 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour 
and  glory,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


St.  Mabt's,  Oxfoko, 
Au0.  31,  1817. 
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[Mr.  Keble  was  made  Deacon  in  Christ  Church  Cathedral,  Ox- 
ford, on  Trinity  Sunday,  May  21,  1815,  being  then  Fellow  of  Oriel 
College.  He  took  the  charge  of  two  small  parishes  near  Fairford, 
Eastleach  and  Burthorpe,  the  churches  of  which,  being  separated 
only  by  the  little  river  Lech,  were  frequented  by  the  inhabitants 
of  both  parishes  indiscriminately.] 


1  ST.  JOHN  iv.  11. 

^AyainjTol,   el  ovto)^  6   0€O9   ff^dwqaev  ^fia^,  teal  i}/i€i9 
6<f>€i\ofi€V  aXKqkov^  a/yairav, 

"  Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  tu,  we  ought  also  to  love  one 
another" 

TT  is  no  high  or  secret  thing  which  the  Holy  Ghost 
in  this  Scripture  declares  unto  us,  but  it  is  a  word 
which  is  very  nigh  unto  every  one  of  us,  even  in  our 
mouth  and  in  our  heart.  Blessed  be  God,  my  brethren, 
it  is  impossible  to  look  about  us  without  seeing  that 
God  hath  indeed  loved  the  world.  The  poorest  and 
most  wretched  among  us  hath  life  and  breath,  hath 
reason  and  speech,  hath  a  body  and  soul  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made ;  for  all  which  he  is  bound  day 
and  night  to  give  thanks  unto  Almighty  God.  Ask 
me  to  tell  the  stars  of  heaven,  ask  me  to  count  the 
grains  of  sand  which  are  on  the  sea- shore,  but  do  not 
expect  that  I  should  try  to  rehearse  the  thousandth 
part  of  His  loving-kindnesses,  from  whom  cometh 
down  every  good  gift,  and  every  perfect  gift,  who 
is  the  Father  of  mercies  and  God  of  all  comfort.  Yet, 
lest  you  be  altogether  lost  and  confounded  in  these 
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amazing  thoughts,  I  will  this  day  lay  before  you  some 
of  the  chiefest  instances  of  the  bounty  of  the  everlast- 
ing Trinity  towards  us ;  and  having  thus  shewn  you 
how  God  hath  loved  us,  I  will  next  try  to  explain 
why  and  how  we  ought  to  love  one  another,  and 
what  reward  we  shall  have  for  so  doing. 

Now  concerning  the  mercies  of  Almighty  God,  we 
cannot  be  better  taught  than  we  are  in  that  General 
Thanksgiving  which  the  Church  offers  up  daily  in  her 
public  service,  and  which  every  true  Churchman  would 
do  well  to  use  in  his  private  prayers.  There  we  bless 
the  Father  of  mercies,  first  for  our  creation,  preserva- 
tion, and  all  the  blessings  of  this  life ;  secondly,  and 
above  all  for  His  inestimable  love  in  the  redemption 
of  the  world  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  thirdly,  for 
the  means  of  grace  and  for  the  hope  of  glory,  which 
are  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Under  these  three 
heads  of  creation,  redemption,  and  sanctification,  the 
endless  and  unnumbered  mercies  of  God,  as  far  as  we 
can  comprehend  them,  may  best  be  considered.  And 
although  for  each  of  them  the  whole  Godhead  is  to 
be  thanked,  yet  in  the  Scriptures  these  three  mercies 
seem  to  be  ascribed  in  an  especial  manner  to  the  three 
Persons  of  the  Trinity,  to  each  His  own.  The  Father 
is  our  Creator,  the  Son  our  Eedeemer,  the  Holy  Ghost 
our  Sanctifier. 

First,  God  the  Father  loved  us,  in  that  He  made 
us  and  all  the  world.  We  may  have  some  feeling  of 
the  greatness  of  this  mercy,  by  considering  how 
shocking  and  frightful  to  our  minds  the  notion  of 
ceasing  to  be  is.  Utterly  to  perish  from  the  land  of 
the  living,  to  sink  into  a  dark  unknown  pit,  and  be- 
come nothing,  and  be  forgotten  for  ever,  these  are 
thoughts  at  which  we  start  and  shudder,  and  our 
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blood  runs  cold  in  our  veins ;  neither  can  we  endure 
to  think — no,  not  for  a  moment — that  such  should 
ever  be  our  lot.  Yet  was  there  a  time  when  we  were 
nothing ;  and  so  should  we  have  continued  for  ever, 
but  for  the  infinite  love  and  free  goodness  of  Almighty 
God.  Nay  more,  we  should  be  every  moment  in 
danger  of  falling  back  into  the  nothing  out  of  which 
we  were  created,  and  perishing  for  evermore,  if  it 
were  not  that  He  who  made  us  upholds  us  also  by  the 
word  of  His  power.  For  in  Him  we  live^  and  move, 
and  have  our  being  ;  by  Him  the  very  hairs  of  our  head 
are  all  numbered ;  He  is  about  our  pathy  and  about  our 
bedy  and  spieth  out  all  our  ways.  If,  then,  we  love  our 
own  Uves,  our  breath  and  being;  if  we  abhor  the 
thought  of  lying  in  the  hell  like  sheep^  and  being  com- 
pared unto  the  beasts  that  perish,  let  us  give  thanks 
unto  Him  who  created  us  of  the  dust  of  the  earth, 
who  breathed  into  us  a  living  soul,  who  made  us  in 
His  own  image,  after  His  likeness,  and  gave  us  to 
have  dominion  over  the  works  of  His  hands.  When 
we  wake  up,  let  us  be  present  with  Him  who  watched 
over  us  in  our  sleep ;  and  let  us  pray  unto  Him  to 
look  well  if  there  be  any  way  of  wickedness  in  us, 
that  as  He  hath  given  us  this  present  life,  so  He 
would  lead  us,  for  His  Son's  sake,  in  the  way  to 
life  everlasting. 

Another  consideration,  which  may  be  useful  in 
stirring  up  our  thankfulness  to  God  the  Father  for 
making  us  and  all  the  world,  is  this,  that  none  of 
those  things  which  He  hath  created  could  possibly  be 
wanted  by  Him  for  His  own  benefit  or  happiness.  He 
who  is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  full  of  all 
glory,  and  power,  and  might,  far  beyond  what  tongue 
of  man  can  utter,  or  thought  enter  into  man's  heart, 
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what  need  had  He  of  heaven  and  earth,  of  sun,  moon, 
and  stars,  of  our  gross  bodies  and  our  weak  souls, 
wherewith  to  do  Himself  service  and  pleasure  ?  Yet 
in  His  mercy  He  humbled  Himself;  the  High  and 
lofty  One,  who  inhabiteth  eternity,  bowed  Himself 
down  from  His  high  and  holy  place,  to  make,  to  be- 
hold, and  to  preserve  the  things  that  be  in  heaven 
and  earth.  The  secret  counsels  of  God  in  creating 
the  world  cannot  now  be  known  by  us;  but  thus 
much  we  may  be  sure  of,  that  neither  we,  nor  any 
of  the  things  which  His  hand  hath  made,  can  be  of 
any  use  to  Him.  Wherefore  we  ought  the  more  to 
magnify  His  loving-kindness  and  mercy  in  thus  freely 
giving  us  so  many  and  great  blessings ;  and  we  ought 
constantly  to  pray  unto  Him  with  all  our  might  that 
we  may  have  grace  never  to  abuse  any  of  them. 

But  here  some  man  may  say.  How  know  we  that  it 
is  for  our  benefit  and  happiness  to  be  created  at  all  ? 
Since  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God^ 
how  know  we  that  all  will  not,  as  they  deserve,  re- 
ceive at  the  last  the  wages  of  sin,  which  is  death, 
— death  painful,  horrible,  everlasting  ?  Now  here  we 
are  come  to  the  second  blessing  mentioned  in  the 
General  Thanksgiving,  and  withal  the  greatest  and 
most  astonishing  mark  of  the  goodness  of  Almighty 
God  towards  us.  For  whereas,  by  the  sin  of  our  first 
father,  Adam,  we  were  filled  with  all  evil,  and  unable 
of  ourselves  to  do  any  good  work,  begotten  and  born 
in  sin,  and  become  as  David,  and  after  him,  St.  Paul 
tells  us,  altogether  abominable;  when  we  were,  if  I 
may  so  speak,  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  ready  to  be 
cast  into  outer  darkness,  even  then  did  God  the  Son, 
of  His  infinite  and  undeserved  love  toward  us,  consent 
to  become  our  Kedeemer.     In  which  wonderful  and 
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gracious  work  of  His  there  be  four  things  chiefly 
to  be  considered. 

First,  the  dignity  of  the  Person  by  whom  it  was 
wrought.  He  was  not  a  mere  man,  consenting,  for 
our  example,  to  suffer  patiently  for  the  truth^s  sake. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  holy  angels  which  always  do 
God  service  in  heaven ;  but  He  was  infinitely  farther 
above  the  highest  of  them  than  they  are  above  the 
meanest  worm  that  crawls  on  earth.  He  who  is 
called  the  Word  of  God ;  who  was  in  the  beginning 
with  God,  and  was  Himself  God;  by  whom,  as 
St.  John  saith,  all  things  were  made^  even  He  sub- 
mitted to  be  made  flesh  and  dwell  among  us.  He 
emptied  Himself  of  His  glory  which  He  had  with 
the  Father  before  the  world  was,  and  took  upon 
Him  the  likeness  of  man,  and  was  found  in  fashion 
as  a  man. 

And  this  brings  me  to  the  second  thing  whereby 
the  mystery  of  godliness  is  magnified,  namely,  who 
we  were,  of  what  worth  in  ourselves,  and  what  sort 
of  people  in  the  sight  of  God,  when  He  came  down 
from  heaven  for  our  salvation.  Even  if  we  had  been 
found  perfect  and  upright  before  Him,  we  had  no 
right  to  look  for  such  favour  at  His  hand,  as  that  He 
should  take  upon  Him  the  form  of  His  servant,  man, 
and  become  subject  to  death  for  us.  Hardly,  says 
St. Paul,  would  one  die  for  a  righteous  man;  never- 
theless for  a  good,  or  merciful  man,  peradventure 
some  would  even  dare  to  die.  But  God  commended 
His  love  toward  us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  sin- 
ners, Christ  died  for  us.  This,  dearly  beloved,  is 
that  wonder  of  wonders,  that  great  miracle  of  God's 
mercy,  into  which  the  angels  desire  to  look,  which 
yet  shall  not  be  hidden  from  the  meanest  and  most 
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ignorant  Christian,  except  by  his  own  fault.  The 
Only-begotten  and  most  beloved  Son  laid  down  His 
life  for  us  who  had  broken  His  Father's  command- 
ment, despised  His  warnings,  and  tempted  Him  from 
our  youth  up.  He  who  was  full  of  grace  and  truth 
was  slain  for  the  thankless  and  unbelieving.  God 
grant  that  we  prove  so  no  longer,  but  that  we  make 
haste  to  repent  of  whatsoever  we  have  done  amiss, 
and  turn  to  our  God  and  our  Redeemer  with  all  our 
hearts,  trusting  not  in  our  own  righteousness,  but 
in  His  manifold  and  great  mercies. 

I  will  mention  yet  two  more  circumstances  which 
should  help  to  make  us,  if  possible,  truly  thankful  for 
the  exceeding  great  love  of  our  Master  and  only  Sa- 
viour Jesus  Christ.  He  was  not  only  found  in  fashion 
as  a  man,  but  He  took  on  Him  the  form  of  a  servant. 
He  not  only  put  off  His  glory,  but  He  made  Himself 
of  no  reputation.  He  whom  all  the  angels  of  God 
worship,  shewed  Himself  to  men  as  a  poor  carpenter's 
son,  despised  of  slaves  and  robbers.  He  who  is  in 
the  bosom  of  the  Father,  had  not  where  to  lay  His 
head.  The  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father,  the 
Prince  of  peace,  became  despised  and  refected  of  men, 
a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief 

Finally,  His  love  in  redeeming  us  is  greatly  to  be 
seen  in  the  manner  of  His  death.  Remember  what 
agony  He  suffered  on  the  night  when  Judas  betrayed 
Him,  how  His  soul  was  exceeding  sorrowful,  even 
unto  death,  and  His  sweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops 
of  blood  falling  on  the  ground.  Remember  how  He 
fainted  beneath  the  burden  of  His  Cross,  how  He  hung 
bleeding  upon  it,  how  He  cried  out  and  said.  My 
Gody  My  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  Me?  Re- 
member, every  one  of  you,  that  all  these  things  were 
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endured  by  the  Son  of  God  for  your  sake,  and  then, 
if  you  have  the  heart  to  do  it,  go  away  and  crucify 
Him  afresh  by  sinning  against  Him.  Rather,  I  trust, 
that  by  His  Almighty  aid  you  will  feel  these  things 
as  you  ought,  hating  sin,  which  hath  wrought  so 
horrible  suffering  to  Him  who  loved  us,  and  shew- 
ing your  gratitude  to  Him  by  keeping  His  com- 
mandments. 

Now  that  this  salvation,  thus  dearly  bought,  may 
be  brought  within  the  reach  of  every  one  of  us, 
behold  what  God  hath  given  us  as  a  third  instance 
of  His  love,  no  less  to  be  remembered  than  those 
of  creation  and  redemption.  He  hath  given  us  the 
means  of  grace  and  the  hope  of  glory.  The  means 
of  grace  are,  prayer,  fasting,  the  reading  and  hearing 
of  God's  Word,  and  the  due  receiving  of  the  Holy 
Sacraments — ^Baptism,  and  the  Supper  of  the  Lord. 
All  which  must  be  made  effectual  by  the  help  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter,  who,  as  we  are  told  in 
the  Catechism,  sanctifleth,  that  is,  maketh  good,  all 
the  elect  people  of  God.  Except  He  dwell  in  our 
hearts,  working  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  that 
which  is  good,  we  can  neither  will  nor  do  it ;  we  can 
have  no  faith  in  the  merits  of  our  Saviour,  nor 
can  we  fulfil  the  things  which  are  required  on  our 
part  in  order  to  our  everlasting  happiness.  But  Christ 
hath  promised  that  He  shall  be  with  us,  if  we  call 
on  Him  with  humble  and  earnest  prayers.  If  ye^ 
says  He,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children^ 
how  much  more  will  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  them  that  ask  Him.  To  that  Holy  Ghost, 
therefore,  by  whom  we  are  enabled  to  draw  nigh 
unto  God,  to  that  Only-begotten  Son  for  whose  sake 
we  are  forgiven  by  God,  no  less  than  to  that  Almighty 
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Father  Who  first  created  us  in  the  image  of  God,  let 
us  give,  as  we  are  most  bounden,  continual  thanks, 
studying  above  all  things  to  make  Him  that  return 
which  He  requires  at  our  hands,  for  these  His  great 
and  unspeakable  mercies. 

And  what  is  it  that  He  requires  of  us  ?  It  is  but 
that  we  love  Him.  An  easy  yoke  indeed,  and  light 
burthen  it  is  which  He  lays  upon  us ;  for  it  is  hardly 
to  be  thought  how  any  one  can  refrain  from  loving 
his  greatest  Benefactor,  his  gracious  Father,  his  only 
Saviour.  Take  care  that  ye  despise  not  God,  nor 
forget  Him,  lest  the  very  birds  and  beasts  rise  up  in 
judgment  against  you.  The  dog  fawns  upon  his  own 
master,  the  redbreast  hastens  to  the  window  where  ho 
is  fed,  the  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  ass  his 
master's  crib:  and  shall  not  we  know,  and  worship, 
and  love,  our  Maker,  our  Saviour,  our  Teacher  and 
Father. 

Having  thus  shewn  you  that  God  loveth  us,  and 
that  we  ought  to  love  Him,  I  will  end  with  shortly 
explaining  how  we  are  to  shew  our  love  to  Him.  By 
His  own  beloved  disciple  He  hath  told  us.  It  is  by 
keeping  His  commandments,  especially  that  great  and 
manifold  one,  which  is  called  the  fulfilling  of  the  law : 
namely,  the  loving  our  neighbour;  Beloved,  if  God  so 
loved  us,  we  ought  also  to  love  one  another.  First, 
God  loved  us  when  we  were  His  enemies :  when  we 
hated  righteousness  and  loved  iniquity,  when  we  had 
cast  oflf  the  image  of  God  and  set  up  the  image  of 
the  devil  in  our  hearts:  even  so  and  much  more 
ought  we  to  love  our  brethren,  even  our  bitterest 
enemies,  betrayers,  and  deceivers,  knowing  that  none 
of  them  can  have  trespassed  against  us,  as  we  have 
against  God. 
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Thus  you  see,  by  the  example  of  our  Father  which 
is  in  heaven,  that  we  should  love  all  men,  even  our 
enemies.  Now  if  you  would  know  what  kind  of  good 
you  should  endeavour  to  do  them,  in  this  also  we  are 
not  left  ignorant,  we  have  still  the  same  gracious  en- 
sample  to  which  we  must  conform  ourselves.  As  God 
the  Father  hath  given,  and  is  giving  us  our  creation, 
preservation,  and  all  the  blessings  of  this  life,  so 
should  we  study  to  help  our  neighbour  in  things 
pertaining  to  this  life:  waiting  on  him  in  sickness, 
comforting  him  in  sorrow,  and  assisting  him  in  time 
of  need,  though  we  be  too  poor  to  aflford  him  money 
or  sustenance.  As  God  the  Son  hath  redeemed  our 
souls  jfrom  death,  even  with  His  own  precious  blood, 
so  should  we  be  ready  always  to  do  and  suffer  all 
things  for  the  good  of  our  neighbour's  soul,  and  espe- 
cially we  must  be  careful  not  to  do  or  say  anything 
likely  to  lead  our  brother  into  sin,  and  destroy  him 
for  whom  Christ  died.  As  God  the  Holy  Ghost  sanc- 
tifies us,  consenting  to  dwell  in  our  hearts,  to  guide 
us  into  all  saving  truth,  and  to  strengthen  and  refresh 
our  souls :  so  let  us  be  ever  watchful,  each  in  his 
own  family  and  among  his  own  friends,  to  recover  the 
sinner,  to  reprove  the  thoughtless,  to  teach  the  igno- 
rant persons  and  children ;  striving  above  all  to  have 
in  ourselves  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  good 
works,  that  if  possible  we  may  save  a  soul  from  death. 
These  things  if  we  do,  and  not  else,  we  may  hope 
that  we  love  God,  and  that  His  mercies  are  not 
thrown  away  upon  us.  In  these  things  if  we  con- 
tinue and  improve,  God  will  go  on  still  more  and 
more  magnifying  His  love  toward  us,  and  will  make 
us  more  and  more  pure,  more  and  more  godly,  more 
and  more  righteous,  better  lovers  both  of  Him  and 
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each  other.  And  if  in  these  things  we  be  found 
when  death  and  judgment  come  upon  us,  then  will 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  embrace  us  with  the  arms  of 
His  everlasting  love,  and  lift  us  up  into  the  kingdom 
of  love,  where  with  Him  and  His  holy  angels,  and 
the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  we  shall  go  on 
increasing  in  love,  and  in  the  likeness  of  God  from 
everlasting  to  everlasting. 

To  Him  therefore,  with  the  Father  who  created 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  who  sanctifieth  us,  three  Persons 
in  one  God,  and  that  the  God  of  love,  be  ascribed,  as 
is  most  due,  all  honour,  praise,  might,  majesty,  and 
dominion,  now,  henceforth,  and  for  ever.     Amen. 


BUKTHOBPE, 

May  28,  1815. 


[^First  Sunday  after  Trinity,  Epistle.'] 
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ST.LUKExvi.  31. 

"  If  they  hear  not  Moses  and  the  Prophets ,  neither  will  they 
be  persuaded,  though  one  rose  from  the  dead" 

THE  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  whence 
these  words  are  taken,  is  very  interesting  to  us 
on  several  accounts.  First,  it  shews  that  when  we 
depart  out  of  this  life,  we  do  by  no  means  fall  asleep, 
and  become  as  though  we  had  never  been,  but  that 
the  righteous  go  to  rest  in  a  place  of  joy  and  felicity, 
here  called  the  bosom  of  Abraham ;  while  the  wicked, 
on  the  contrary,  begin  immediately  to  receive  their 
just  punishment,  and  to  be  tormented  in  flames.  We 
are  taught,  however,  by  other  Scriptures,  that  neither 
the  reward  of  the  righteous,  nor  the  punishment  of 
the  wicked,  is  complete  and  final  until  the  great  day 
of  judgment.  These  things  should  teach  us  not  to  be 
sorry  without  hope  for  them  that  die  in  the  Lord,  but 
to  give  Him  thanks  for  having  received  them  into 
His  rest,  and  to  pray  to  the  Lord  Jesus  that  He  would 
hasten  His  kingdom,  that  they  may  in  His  good  time 
receive  that  final  and  endless  blessing  which  He  hath 
prepared  for  them  from  the  foundation  of  the  world. 

Secondly,  there  are  many  rules  very  useful  and 
necessary  for  well-doing,  which  this  parable  ought 
to  teach  us.  I  shall  now  endeavour,  by  God's  bless- 
ing, to  assist  you  in  understanding  these  rules ;  and 
perhaps  you  will  comprehend  more  readily  if  such  of 
you  as  are  able  will  take  up  your  Prayer-books  and 
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follow  me  as  I  read  over  the  parable  verse  by  verse : 
There  was  a  certain  rich  man^  which  was  clothed  in 
purple  and  fine  linen^  and  fared  sumptuously  every  day. 
Here  is  no  direct  condemnation  of  this  rich  man,  or 
of  his  way  of  life ;  yet  I  think  no  one  can  read  the 
verse  without  feeling  some  dislike  of  him.  Not  be- 
cause he  was  rich ;  God  forbid  that  any  of  you,  my 
brethren,  should  so  respect  persons  as  to  judge  un- 
charitably either  of  rich  or  poor,  merely  from  his 
having,  or  wanting,  this  world's  good.  Not,  I  say, 
because  he  was  rich,  but  because  his  character  is 
given  and  his  person  marked  out,  not  from  his  good 
deeds,  but  his  good  living;  not  from  his  charities, 
but  from  his  pleasures;  not  from  his  feeding  the 
hungry,  but  from  his  faring  sumptuously  himself. 
You  must  all  have  observed,  that  in  describing  the 
disposition  of  another,  men  naturally  begin  with  that 
which  is  most  remarkable  and  best  known  concerning 
him,  just  as  in  painting  a  face  you  would  begin  by 
tracing  the  strongest  features.  So  when  the  Scripture 
speaks  of  Judas  Iscariot,  these  words  are  added,  Who 
also  betrayed  Him;  when  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat, 
it  follows,  WJio  made  Israel  to  sin.  Sad  and  fearful, 
my  brethren,  was  the  end  of  that  man  of  whom,  when 
he  was  dead,  nothing  better  could  be  told  by  Him 
who  knew  all  the  truth,  than  that  he  was  clothed  in 
purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fared  sumptuously  every  day. 
As  I  said  before,  these  words  are  not  a  direct  con- 
demnation, but  they  imply,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  blame- 
able  selfishness  and  a  carelessness  about  God  and  his 
neighbour,  most  inexcusable  in  one  so  highly  favoured 
with  means  to  do  good :  and,  taken  along  with  what 
follows,  they  convey  an  awful  warning  to  all,  poor 
as  well  as  rich,  against  neglecting  God  and  good- 
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ness  for  the  pleasures  of  this  world ;  against  eating 
and  drinking,  and  forgetting  that  they  may  die  to- 
morrow, and  then  where  shall  these  things  be  which 
they  have  enjoyed  ? 

The  parable  next  introduces  us  to  a  new  character. 
And  there  was  a  certain  heggar  named  Lazarus^  which 
was  laid  at  his  gate  full  of  sores ^  and  desiring  to  he  fed 
with  the  crumbs  which  fell  from  the  rich  man^s  table ; 
moreover^  the  dogs  came  and  licked  his  sores.  These 
words  are  few  and  simple,  yet  they  are  enough  to 
give  us  a  full  notion  of  complete  poverty  and  desti- 
tution as  far  as  this  world's  good  is  concerned.  For 
this  poor  beggar  does  not  seem  even  to  have  obtained 
the  crumbs  for  which  he  asked,  but  to  have  lain 
neglected  at  the  rich  man's  gate,  the  very  dogs  deal- 
ing more  kindly  with  him  than  his  proud  and  luxu- 
rious neighbours.  And  now  I  would  ask  my  poor, 
and  sick,  and  helpless  brethren,  with  which  of  these 
two  they  would  wish  to  be?  Would  they  rather 
choose  to  fare  sumptuously  with  the  rich  man,  or  to 
lie  at  his  gate  with  the  beggar  Lazarus?  I  know 
what  their  answer  would  be.  They  would  tell  me 
that  they  wish  for  this  world's  good,  not  that  they 
may  abuse  it  as  the  rich  man  did,  but  that  they  may 
make  a  proper  use  of  it.  But  how  know  they  whether 
they  should  be  able,  if  they  were  rich,  to  resist  the 
devil  any  more  than  he  in  the  parable?  Theg  that 
would  be  rich  J  saith  the  Apostle,^?/  into  temptation  and 
a  snarcj  and  into  many  grievous  and  hurtful  lusts^  which 
drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdition.  It  may  be 
that  God,  who  knoweth  the  hearts,  sees  that  such 
would  be  thy  case  if  He  had  allowed  thee  to  lay  up 
treasures  upon  earth.  Wherefore  repine  not  at  His 
dealings  with  thee,  though  thou  be   in  the  body 
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wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and 
naked;  but  be  assured  that  if  thou  love  Him  and 
keep  His  commandments.  He  will  in  very  deed 
make  all  thy  distresses  work  together  for  thy  good. 
Judging  by  outward  appearances,  who  more  forlorn 
and  miserable,  in  the  time  of  His  abiding  on  earth, 
than  our  Blessed  Saviour  ?  He  was  despised  and  re- 
jected of  men,  a  Man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with 
grief.  In  His  best  days  He  was  poor,  and  dwelt  in 
a  despised  city,  and  in  the  whole  of  His  ministry  He 
had  not  where  to  lay  His  head.  Like  everything  else 
which  our  God  did  in  His  human  nature,  these  things 
were  written  for  our  example,  to  the  end  we  might 
have  patience  in  tribulation,  and  be  content  to  be 
poor  and  helpless  on  earth  if  the  will  of  God  be  so, 
and  suflfer  as  Christ  did  without  envyings  or  com- 
plainings, that  when  He  shall  be  revealed  in  His 
glory  we  may  also  reign  mth  Him. 

Thus  did  Lazarus.  For  the  next  verse  tells  us. 
It  came  to  pass  after  these  things^  that  the  heggar  died, 
and  was  carried  of  the  angels  into  AhraharrCs  hosom. 
Now  we  may  be  sure  that  neither  the  holy  angels 
would  bear  up  in  their  hands,  nor  the  father  of  the 
faithful  receive  into  his  bosom,  any  blasphemer  or  de- 
spiser  of  the  law  of  God,  or  any  one  who  complained 
against  Providence,  and  died  in  discontent  with  his 
Maker.  We  may  be  sure  that  this  poor  man  was 
true  and  just  in  all  his  dealings,  that  he  never  robbed 
his  rich  neighbours  under  pretence  of  himself  wanting 
much  and  they  little ;  that  he  bore  no  malice  nor 
hatred  in  his  heart,  never  envying  the  rich  man  at 
whose  gate  he  lay,  nor  grudging  him  the  enjoyment 
of  those  good  things  which  he  saw  passing  in  unto  him 
every  day ;  above  all,  we  may  be  sure  that  he  had 
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a  firm  trust  in  God's  mercy,  a  thorough  reverence  for 
His  law,  and  an  entire  submission  to  His  will.  All 
these  things  he  did,  my  brethren,  though  his  know- 
ledge of  the  truth  was  far  less  than  yours  ought  to 
be,  for  he  lived  and  died  under  the  law  of  Moses, 
before  the  coming  of  our  Saviour,  when  the  gracious 
things  of  God's  law  were  as  yet  seen  but  through 
a  glass  darkly.  How,  then,  shall  we  escape,  if  we 
neglect  so  great  salvation?  we  to  whom  the  Gospel 
is  preached  in  its  full  brightness,  and  the  promise  of 
eternal  life  made  clear  and  certain?  Lazarus  could 
not  know  so  surely  as  we,  I  thank  God,  may,  that  his 
obedience,  imperfect  as  it  was,  would  be  accepted  of 
God  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
would  be  with  him  if  he  did  his  duty  here,  and  that 
the  trumpet  of  the  archangel  would  waken  him  up  in 
glory  hereafter.  Yet  he  was  obedient  and  did  his 
duty,  as  we  know  by  his  being  carried  into  the  place 
where  the  souls  of  the  righteous  abide  after  death, 
which  is  here  called  Abraham's  bosom.  Will  not 
this  man  rise  up  against  us  in  the  day  of  judgment 
and  condemn  us,  if  we  are  fretful,  covetous,  and 
discontented,  and  refuse  to  put  our  trust  in  the 
Lord? 

The  Lard  seeth  not  as  man  seeth.  This  rich  man, 
who  was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fared 
sumptuously  every  day,  whom,  no  doubt,  many  fool- 
ish people  envied,  and  secretly  wished  themselves 
like  him :  this  man  also  died  and  was  buried;  and  in 
hell  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  being  in  torments.  What  his 
chief  sins  were,  although  not  expressly  stated  in  the 
parable,  may  yet  be  understood  from  attending  to 
two  or  three  of  its  circumstances  as  I  have  set  them 
before  you.     First,  his  heart  seems  to  have  been  too 
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much  set  upon  the  good  things  of  this  life,  instead 
of  seeking  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  His  righteous- 
ness. Secondly,  as  Lazarus  desired  to  be  fed  with 
the  crumbs  that  fell  from  his  table,  and  as  we  do  not 
read  that  he  teas  fed,  we  may  guess  that  the  rich 
man  took  no  notice  of  him,  but  let  him  lie  and 
languish  without  relief.  Here  then  are  two  grievous 
sins,  worldly-mindedness  and  hard-heartedness,  justly 
punished  with  God's  wrath  and  damnation.  Look 
well  to  yourselves,  brethren,  poor  as  well  as  rich, 
that  ye  be  not  guilty  of  the  same  sins,  and  liable  to 
the  same  punishment.  I  say  poor  as  well  as  rich, 
lest  some  of  the  poor  may  perhaps  suppose,  that  not 
having  money  or  food  to  spare,  they  have  nothing  to 
give  their  neighbour,  and  cannot  therefore  be  called 
hard-hearted,  whatsoever  they  refuse  him.  But  this 
is  a  great  and  grievous  mistake.  For  there  are  very 
many  things,  besides  money  and  food,  well  worth 
giving  and  receiving.  Such  are,  kind  words,  and 
looks,  and  thoughts:  comfort  when  one  is  afflicted, 
help  in  time  of  toil,  advice  in  doubtful  matters,  admo- 
nition and  reproof  to  the  sinner,  to  forbear  one  an- 
other, and  to  forgive  one  another.  All  these  things 
are  parts  of  Christian  charity  just  as  much  within 
the  power  of  the  poor  as  of  the  rich,  and  if  any  man 
live  in  neglect  of  them,  he  is  as  truly  hard-hearted, 
as  the  rich  man  in  the  parable,  and  must  expect, 
unless  he  repent  in  time,  to  be  tormented  with  him 
after  death. 

But  the  most  instructive  part  of  this  parable  yet 
remains.  For  it  is  written :  He  lift  up  his  eyes,  being 
in  torments,  and  seeth  Ahraham  afar  off,  and  Lazarus 
in  his  bosom.  And  he  cried  and  said.  Father  Ahraham, 
have  mercy  on  me,  and  send  Lazarus,  that  he  may  dip 


SERMON  in.  35 


the  tip  of  his  finger  in  water ^  and  cool  my  tongue ;  for 
I  am  tormented  in  this  flame.  But  Abraham  said^  Son, 
remember  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime  receivedst  thy  good 
things,  and  likewise  Lazarus  evil  things :  but  now  he  is 
comforted,  and  thou  ant  tormented.  And  besides  all 
this,  between  us  and  you  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed :  so 
that  they  which  would  pass  from  hence  to  you  cannot; 
neither  can  they  pass  to  us  that  would  come  from  thence. 
Hereby  we  leam,  that  when  once  we  are  dead,  our  con- 
dition is  fixed  for  ever  and  ever.  As  the  tree  falls  so  must 
it  lie.  There  is  no  device,  nor  counsel,  nor  know- 
ledge in  the  grave,  whereby  the  bad  man  may  become 
good,  or  the  miserable  happy.  Every  man  when  he 
dies,  is  either  the  servant  of  God,  or  the  bondslave 
of  the  devil,  and  in  whichever  service  he  is,  in  that 
he  shall  abide,  not  for  a  thousand  years  or  a  million, 
or  a  thousand  million,  but  from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting, world  without  end.  0  consider  this,  ye  that 
forget  God  I  consider  it  in  time,  lest  you  be  plucked 
away  and  there  be  none  to  deliver  you.  And  what 
is  considering  it  in  time  ?  Let  St.  Paul  answer :  Be- 
hold, now  is  the  accepted  time;  behold,  now  is  the  day 
of  salvation.  To-morrow  may  be  too  late :  begin  this 
very  day,  this  very  hour,  to  consider  what  your  sins 
are,  from  this  hour  cease  to  do  evil,  and  leam  to  do 
well,  lest  sudden  death  come  upon  you,  and  you  find 
your  portion  with  this  rich  man  and  all  other  unbe- 
lievers ;  longing  in  vain  for  water  to  cool  your  tongues, 
and  knowing  that  between  you  and  happiness  there 
is  a  great  gulf  fixed,  which  neither  shall  you  pass  to 
receive  comfort,  nor  any  other  to  bring  it  unto  you. 

Finding  that  it  was  too  late  to  ask  relief  for  him- 
self, the  rich  man  thinks  of  his  relations,  and  says  to 
Abraham,  I  pray  thee  that  thou  wouldest  send  Lasarus 
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unto  my  father*  s  house:  for  I  have  five  hrethren  ;  that 
he  may  testify  unto  them,  lest  they  also  come  into  this 
place  of  torment.  You  see,  this  rich  raan  felt  it  a  sad 
increase  of  his  own  shame  and  misery,  that  by  his 
conduct  and  example  he  had  encouraged  his  brethren 
to  sin.  Let  this  teach  us  how  foolish  it  is  to  say,  as 
many  people  do,  concerning  any  bad  and  thoughtless 
man,  "  He  is  no  one's  enemy  but  his  own."  My 
brethren,  he  who  sets  a  bad  example  is  every  one's 
enemy.  Think  upon  this,  ye  riotous  and  unchaste, 
ye  drunkards  and  sabbath-breakers,  who  have  chil- 
dren or  friends:  and  know  that  except  ye  repent, 
not  only  ye  shall  perish  everlastingly  yourselves,  but 
you  will  have  done  what  in  you  lies  to  make  them 
perish  also.  This  remembrance  was  bitter  at  the  heart 
of  the  rich  man,  therefore  he  asked  that  Lazarus 
might  be  sent  to  undo  the  mischief  which  he  had 
been  doing.  But  what  said  Abraham?  TJiey  have 
Moses  and  the  Prophets :  let  them  hear  them.  And  lie 
said^  Nay^  Father  Abraham^  hit  if  one  went  unto  them 
from  the  dead^  they  would  repent.  And  he  said  unto 
him  J  If  tliey  hear  not  Moses  and  the  Prophets^  neither 
will  they  he  persuaded^  though  one  rose  from  the  dead. 

I  shall  let  you  depart  with  two  or  three  remarks  on 
these  last  verses. 

First,  no  man  must  complain,  as  if  he  had  not 
enough  made  known  to  him  by  Almighty  God  con- 
cerning his  duty.  For  if  even  in  the  time  of  Moses 
and  the  Prophets,  and  before  one  rose  from  the  dead, 
they  were  inexcusable,  whoever  they  were  that  sinned, 
how  much  more  we,  if  we  do  despite  unto  the  Spirit 
of  grace,  and  count  the  Blood  of  the  covenant  an 
unholy  thing,  as  we  plainly  do  if  we  sin  wilfully  after 
we  have  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth.     For  unto 
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US  that  hath  happened  which  alone  this  man  thought 
needful  to  make  any  sinner  repent:  to  us  One  hath 
come  from  the  dead,  even  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who 
was  delivered  for  our  ofltences,  and  raised  again  for 
our  justification.  Let  us  therefore  hold  fast  the  pro- 
fession of  our  faith  without  wavering,  knowing  that 
if  we  break  or  reject  this  covenant,  there  remaineth 
no  other:  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin,  no  other  Holy 
Ghost  to  sanctify  us,  no  other  heaven,  nor  anything 
but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and 
fiery  indignation,  which  shall  devour  the  adversaries 
of  God. 

Finally,  if  ye  know  these  things,  ye  are  but  the 
more  imhappy,  except  ye  do  them.  It  is  not  your 
calling  yourselves  Christians,  nor  even  your  believing 
the  Gospel  when  you  happen  to  think  of  it,  that  will 
make  you  worthy  to  be  carried  of  the  angels  into 
Abraham's  bosom,  if  your  heart  be  not  with  God,  if 
your  thoughts,  words,  and  actions  be  not  governed 
by  His  Commandments.  You  have  not  only  Moses 
and  the  Prophets,  but  Christ  and  His  Apostles  to  tell 
you  of  your  duty,  if  you  will  but  hear  Him.  Christ 
speaks  to  you  by  His  word  and  His  works,  by  His 
ministers  and  His  Sacraments,  by  the  blessings  and 
the  sorrows  which  He  sends  you :  by  all  these,  I  say, 
He  daily  warns  you  against  sin:  and  on  this  day 
more  especially  by  the  mouth  of  His  holy  Church  He 
warns  you  against  those  sins  for  which  the  rich  man 
in  the  parable  was  cast  into  torments,  namely,  un- 
charitableness  towards  man  and  forgetfulness  of  God. 
0  let  not  His  gracious  warning  sound  vainly  in  your 
ears,  but  think  at  home,  think  seriously,  of  what  you 
have  beard  here,  and  pray  to  our  heavenly  Father, 
that  He  would  send  His  Spirit  into  our  hearts,  that 
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we  may  never  again  miss  an  opportunity  of  doing 
a  kindness  to  our  brethren,  or  doing  God  service,  that 
when  we  depart  out  of  this  life,  we  may  enter  into 
the  rest  which  is  prepared  for  the  people  of  God,  and 
at  the  general  resurrection  be  received  into  the  bosom 
of  the  Saviour  and  dwell  there  in  love  for  ever  and 
ever,  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  the  same 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom,  with  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  three  Persons  in  one  God,  be  all 
glory,  and  thanksgiving,  and  honour,  and  power,  and 
might,  now  and  for  evermore.    Amen. 


Eastleach, 
May  28,  1815. 


\FirHt  Sunday  after  Trinity,  Gospel.'] 
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ST.  LUKE  xiv.  15. 

MaKupio^  hs  <l>drfeT€U  aprov  iv  rfi  fiaavXeCa  rov  Oeov. 
*'  Blessed  is  he  that  shall  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God" 

AlJE  blessed  Lord  after  His  usual  condescension, 
had  entered  on  a  certain  Sabbath-day  into  the 
house  of  one  of  the  chief  Pharisees,  and  sat  down  to 
meat.  There,  as  His  manner  was,  He  intermingled 
in  their  feast  that  blessed  food  which  He  brought 
down  from  heaven  to  feed  their  souls  withal;  His 
doctrine  and  His  example,  His  works  of  love,  and  His 
words  of  warning.  Full  of  joy  and  gratitude  at  the 
presence  and  instruction  of  so  holy  and  divine  a 
teacher,  and  looking  forward  to  that  consummation  of 
happiness  which  the  Word  of  God  taught  every  Jew 
to  expect  when  the  reign  of  the  Messiah  should  be 
established,  one  of  them  which  sat  at  meat  with  Him 
cried  out.  Blessed  is  he  that  shall  eat  bread  in  the 
kingdom  of  God:  for  whom  such  banquets  as  these, 
seasoned  with  the  pure  wisdom  and  heavenly  instruc- 
tion of  our  Lord  and  His  Christ,  shall  be  provided 
day  by  day,  in  that  holy  and  happy  kingdom  which 
the  Messiah  shall  set  up,  when  He  hath  overturned 
the  enemies  of  Israel.  He  who  spoke  these  words 
was  probably  not  aware  of  all  the  meaning  they  con- 
tain. He,  it  is  likely,  looked  for  such  a  deliverance 
ohiefly,  as  might  be  wrought  by  an  arm  of  flesh ;  for 
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a  time  when  every  man  should  sit  under  his  own  vine 
and  under  his  own  fig-tree,  and  eat  of  the  fruit  of  his 
land  in  peace,  hearing  and  obeying  the  law  of  Moses. 
But  the  All-wise  and  All-good  Person  to  whom  he 
spoke,  saw  that  his  words  were  capable  of  a  larger 
and  more  edifying  interpretation ;  and  graciously  laid 
hold  of  the  opportunity,  which  the  accidental  remark 
of  the  guest  afforded,  to  deliver  a  solemn  lesson,  most 
worthy  and  most  needful  to  be  ingrafted  on  the  hearts 
of  all  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Adam  in  all  ages  of 
the  Church.  Even  so,  dearly  beloved,  it  becomes  us  to 
be  on  the  watch  for  improvement ;  and  to  let  nothing 
pass  by  us  in  life  without  turning  it,  as  far  as  may 
be,  to  some  purpose  of  devout  meditation,  if  not  of 
religious  or  charitable  practice.  There  is  none  of 
God's  creatures  so  mean,  none  of  those  accidents 
which  His  providence  ordains  or  allows,  so  useless 
and  trifling,  but  it  may  be  made  to  further  our  ever- 
lasting happiness,  if  only  we  be  not  too  idle  or  too 
worldly  so  to  employ  it. 

The  solemn  lesson  which  Christ  drew  from  the 
words  of  the  text,  is  contained  in  the  parable  of 
the  supper.  A  certain  man^  saith  He,  made  a  great 
supper^  and  bade  many.  This  supper  is  the  same  with 
the  bread,  which  was  to  be  eaten  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  may  be  interpreted  more  ways  than  one. 
In  the  present  discourse,  it  is  my  purpose  to  consider 
it  as  representing  the  blessed  effects  of  the  doctrine 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  the  practice  of  Christianity. 
For  true  religion,  which  is  the  food  of  our  souls,  hath 
many  things  wherein  it  nearly  resembleth  bodily 
food. 

For  instance,  as  by  bodily  food  we  are  strengthened 
to  bodily  labour,  so  by  religion,  that  is  to  say,  by 
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faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  working  by  love,  we 
are  made  mighty  in  the  Spirit,  willing  and  able  to  do 
good  works.  As  by  bodily  food  our  countenances 
become  cheerful,  our  hearts  refreshed,  and  our  spirits 
flow  free  and  lively,  so  by  the  abundance  of  God's 
grace  our  soiled  faces  are  anointed  and  cheered ;  we 
are  made  to  rejoice  evermore  in  running  our  appointed 
course  and  to  press  forward  eagerly  and  hopefully, 
without  fainting  and  without  looking  back,  towards 
the  prize  of  our  high  calling.  Lastly,  as  food  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  bodies  of  all,  so  is  religion  necessary 
for  the  souls  of  all ;  whether  they  be  Jew  or  Gentile, 
whether  they  be  bond  or  free,  rich  or  poor,  learned  or 
uuleamed,  old  or  young,  their  glory  is  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.  If  God  send  a  famine  on  the  land,  so  that 
there  be  no  bread  left  in  it,  the  richest  must  starve 
along  with  the  meanest ;  even  so,  if  for  our  sins  He 
should  remove  from  us  the  comforts  of  His  glorious 
Gospel,  if  He  should  take  away  His  Word  and  His 
Spirit,  the  daily  bread  of  our  souls,  how  then  will 
our  pride  profit  us  ?  what  good  will  our  riches,  our 
strength,  our  beauty,  our  wisdom,  do  us  ?  We  shall 
all  perish  together  if  we  are  found  not  having  that 
one  thing  needful,  which  of  itself  is  enough,  but  with- 
out which  all  other  things  are  as  nothing. 

There  is  one  difference,  however,  and  that  a  sorrow- 
ful one  to  think  on,  between  the  case  of  bodily  food, 
and  that  of  the  true  and  divine  nourishment  whereby 
man  liveth  for  evermore.  We  all  desire  meat  and 
drink,  but  many  of  us  care  little  for  holiness  and 
salvation.  We  all  know  what  grievous  things  hunger 
and  thirst  are,  but  there  are  very  few  of  us  who 
hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness.  I  speak  to 
our  shame  as  professors  of  Christianity,  and  men  bap- 
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tized  into  the  faith  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  there  are  very 
many  among  us,  industrious  enough  in  labouring  after 
the  meat  which  perisheth,  who  never  bestow  a  thought 
on  the  meat  that  endureth  unto  everlasting  life ;  men 
full  of  uncleanness,  covetousness,  maliciousness,  de- 
spisers  of  their  God,  corrupters  of  their  brethren, 
fornicators.  Sabbath-breakers,  drunkards,  defrauders, 
disobedient  to  parents;  who  by  their  works  deny 
their  Saviour,  and  living  in  the  broad  sunshine  of 
the  Gospel  and  of  the  Church,  are  yet  in  darkness 
and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  for  they  are  without  God 
in  the  world.  Of  these  it  may  be  well  said,  that 
they  were  called  to  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  refused  to  enter  in.  They  cast  from  them  the 
cup  of  life  and  blessing,  and  swallow  eagerly  a  deadly 
poison  and  a  cup  of  cursing,  which  shall  come  into 
their  bowels  like  water,  and  like  oil  into  their  bones. 

Our  blessed  Lord  knew  well  that  too  many  among 
men  would  refuse  His  gracious  promises,  and  there- 
fore He  goes  on  to  describe  the  conduct  of  the  Master 
of  the  feast,  that  is  Himself,  as  follows : — He  sent  his 
servants  at  supper  time  to  say  to  them  which  were 
hidden^  Come^  for  all  things  are  now  ready.  And  they 
all  with  one  consent  began  to  make  excuse. 

Herein  are  several  things  well  worthy  to  be  espe- 
cially noticed  by  us. 

Observe,  first,  the  great  goodness  and  condescen- 
sion  of  God,  who  is  not  content  with  providing  for  us 
His  Gospel,  that  rich  feast  of  all  that  is  pure,  lovely, 
and  of  good  report,  but  is  at  the  pains  of  sending  out 
His  servants  to  let  us  know  what  He  hath  done  for 
us,  and  to  take  away  all  excuse  from  those  who  are 
resolved  to  do  evil.  These  servants,  which  the  good 
providence  of  our  heavenly  Shepherd  useth  to  call 
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you  to  the  table  which  He  hath  prepared  before  you, 
are  the  ministers  of  His  Word  and  Sacraments,  whom 
He  hath  appointed  to  teach  you  out  of  the  Scriptures, 
by  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  things  which  belong 
unto  your  peace.  If  ye  stop  your  ears  against  their 
instructions  ;  if  ye  neglect  their  advice,  despise  their 
warnings,  scoff  at  their  reproofs,  I  am  bold  to  tell  you, 
in  the  words  which  the  Holy  Ghost  taught  St.  Paul, 
tliat  ye  despise  not  man,  but  God.  I  ask  you,  and  let 
your  own  hearts  answer,  how  are  ye  less  foolish  or 
less  ungrateful  than  these  sinners  in  the  parable,  who, 
when  they  were  called  to  the  supper,  all  with  one 
consent  began  to  make  excuse  ? 

Observe,  secondly,  how  prone  to  sin  and  misery 
man  is  by  nature,  how  unwilling  to  take  hold  of  what 
is  most  for  his  good,  when  God  takes  most  pains  to 
throw  it  in  his  way.  Who  would  not  have  expected 
that  these  guests,  so  kindly  invited  to  the  great 
supper,  would  have  made  haste  to  thank  him  who 
bade  them,  and,  if  possible,  have  prevented  those  ser- 
vants who  were  sent  to  call  them?  But  no,  their 
minds  were  otherwise  taken  up.  They  all  with  one 
consent  began  to  make  excuse.  They  had,  it  is  likely, 
promised  to  come  without  much  thinking  about  it, 
had  forgotten  their  promise,  and  now,  when  the  time 
came,  found  or  fancied  that  it  would  be  inconvenient 
to  keep  it.  This,  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me, 
was  both  foolish  and  ungrateful  in  them ;  but  let  us 
beware  how  we  coudemn  them,  lest  it  be  said  unto 
us,  as  unto  David  on  a  like  occasion,  Te  are  the  men. 
For  have  we  not  all  solemnly  vowed  before  Almighty 
God  at  our  baptism  to  renounce  our  sins,  our  lusts, 
and  our  vanities,  those  evil  excuses  which  keep  men 
from  the  Lord's  feast  ?    Have  we  not  vowed  to  put 
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on  the  wedding  garment,  that  is,  Christian  righteous- 
ness, that  we  may  appear  undefiled  at  the  marriage 
supper  of  the  Lamb  ?  have  not  some  of  us  gone  on 
day  after  day  and  year  after  year,  without  ever  think- 
ing of  this  vow  and  promise  ?  and  when  we  were  re- 
minded of  it  by  the  ministry  of  God's  Word,  or  any 
other  means  of  His  providence,  have  we  not  shrunk 
back  jfrom  doing  our  duty,  thought  it  too  hard  to 
renounce  some  favourite  lust,  or  some  cherished 
vanity,  and  wilfully  looked  about  for  ways  to  check 
the  cravings  of  conscience,  and  to  escape  from  God 
and  goodness?  If  in  any  degree  you  have  been 
guilty  of  these  things,  I  call  your  own  hearts  to  wit- 
ness whether  ye  are  not  as  foolish  and  as  ungrateful 
as  these  sinners  in  the  parable,  who,  when  they  were 
called  to  the  supper,  all  with  one  consent  began  to 
make  excuse. 

Let  us  now  consider  whether  your  excuses  are 
likely  to  be  at  all  better  than  theirs.  The  first  said 
unto  him,  I  have  bought  a  piece  of  ground,  and  I  fnust 
needs  go  and  see  it :  I  pray  thee  have  me  excused.  And 
another  said,  I  have  bought  five  yoke  of  oxen,  and  I  go 
to  prove  them :  I  pray  thee  have  me  excused.  And 
another  said,  I  have  married  a  wife,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  come.  You  see,  brethren,  these  men  were  all 
employed  about  things  good  and  useful  in  themselves, 
but  at  the  wrong  time.  They  should  either  have 
made  no  promise,  or  have  left  themselves  leisure  to 
fulfil  what  they  made.  It  was  no  excuse  for  them 
to  say  to  the  master  of  the  feast,  ^^  I  am  doing  no 
harm,  therefore  I  will  not  come."  Neither  is  a  man 
excused  from  serving  God  and  leading  a  holy  life, 
because  he  hath  worldly  cares  and  employments  not 
in  themselves  sinful.    By  God's  gracious  providence 
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both  may  be  attended  to,  but  if  either  must  needs  be 
given  up,  let  us  live  for  ever  rather  than  a  day ;  let 
us  choose  heaven  before  earth ;  let  us  obey  God  and 
not  man. 

But  it  is  worth  while  to  weigh  carefully  one  by 
one  those  excuses  which  men  make  to  themselves  for 
neglecting  their  duty  to  God.  One  says,  ^I  have 
a  &mily  to  maintain,  bread  to  earn,  work  to  do;  I 
have  no  leisure  to  be  religious;  God  cannot  require 
it  of  such  as  I  am ; '  as  if  Beligion  were  a  mere  amuse- 
ment, a  thing  to  be  done  at  odd  times,  a  pastime  for 
such  as  can  afford  it.  Ask  your  own  hearts  and  con- 
sciences ;  he  that  is  poorest  and  lives  hardest  among 
you,  has  he  not  many  spare  hours  in  every  week, 
which  he  is  too  apt  to  fill  up  with  idleness  or  mis- 
chief? Has  he  not,  even  when  he  is  doing  his  work, 
leisure  to  think  on  what  he  has  read  and  heard  of  the 
promises  and  threatenings  of  God,  of  the  state  and 
hopes  of  man,  of  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  of  death, 
judgment,  heaven,  and  hell  ?  Does  he  never  lie  awake 
on  his  bed  ?  And  what  hinders  him  from  employing 
his  thoughts  on  these  solemn  subjects,  in  the  solemn 
time  of  darkness  and  silence?  Has  he  not  a  spare 
moment  every  night  and  morning,  in  which  he  may 
hallow  and  bless  his  goings  out  and  his  comings  in, 
his  lyings  down  and  his  risings  up,  by  prayer  and 
thanksgiving?  Is  there  no  Sunday  in  his  week,  no 
church  in  his  parish,  no  kind  friend,  or  willing 
minister,  of  whom  he  may  have  advice  and  comfort 
for  a  word  speaking?  Except  he  can  say  ^Ko'  to  all 
these  questions,  let  him  not  complain  that  God  has 
denied  him  leisure  or  means  to  be  religious. 

But  in  truth,  this  complaint,  whoever  makes  it, 
shews  an  entire  ignorance  of  the  true  meaning  of 
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religion,  the  true  service  of  God.  This  is  so  far  from 
hindering  us  in  our  daily  occupations,  that  it  com- 
mands and  encourages  them.  If  any  man  will  not 
work^  saith  St.  Paul,  especially  for  them  of  his  own 
household^  he  hath  denied  the  faith^  and  is  worse  than 
an  infidel. 

But  one  glory  and  beauty  of  Christianity  is,  that 
it  turns  all  these  our  common  daily  tasks  into  works 
of  faith,  and  services  acceptable  to  God.  By  a  new 
hope  and  a  new  spirit,  it  strengthens  the  hands  of  the 
labourer,  and  cheers  his  heart;  for  he  knows  and  is 
persuaded  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  if  he  be  industrious 
to  please  God  here,  God  will  surely  be  faithful  to 
reward  him  hereafter.  We  see  then  that  religion 
demands  all  our  time,  yet  not  so  as  to  exclude  our 
worldly  tasks.  All  must  be  done  in  their  turn,  but 
all  to  the  glory  of  God.  And  he  who  complains  that 
he  has  not  leisure  to  be  religious  because  his  cir- 
cumstances force  him  to  hard  labour,  might  as  well 
complain  that  he  has  not  leisure  to  breathe  for  the 
same  reason. 

Again,  it  is  not  a  sufficient  excuse  if  any  man 
say,  *  I  am  not  so  wise,  so  knowing,  so  learned  as  my 
neighbour,  therefore  I  am  not  so  much  bound  to  be 
religious.'  It  is  not  wisdom,  nor  knowledge,  nor 
learning,  which  fits  a  man  for  God's  service,  but  a 
contrite  heart,  a  pure  mind,  a  humble  spirit,  a  lively 
faith,  and  a  devout  charity.  Whosoever  hath  these, 
needs  not  the  enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom  to  make 
him  accepted  of  his  Maker,  and  blessed  with  the 
saints  in  heaven;  and  these  are  within  the  reach  of. 
the  humblest  and  most  ignorant  Christian,  if  he  will 
but  pray  for  them,  and  endeavour  after  them  honestly. 
It  was  to  the  poor  that  Christ  came  more  especially  to 
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preach ;  it  was  of  little  children  that  He  said,  Of  such 
is  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  and  He  gave  His  Father 
thanks  for  having  hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and 
prudent^  and  revealed  them  unto  babes.  Draw  near, 
then,  without  doubtings  or  excusings  of  yourselves; 
draw  near  ye  poor,  ye  unlearned,  ye  babes  in  Christ ; 
desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word,  and  ye  shall  grow 
thereby ;  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness,  and  ye 
shall  be  filled.  Study  to  learn  all  that  you  can  that 
is  good,  but  more  to  practise  all  you  have  learned, 
knowing  that  at  the  last  day  you  will  not  be  asked 
how  much  wiser  you  have  been  than  your  neigh- 
bours, but  how  much  good  ye  have  done  them. 

Thirdly,  as  the  busiest  man  hath  time  enough, 
and  the  simplest  understanding  enough,  so  also  the 
most  infirm  hath  strength  and  health  enough  to  quit 
himself  as  a  good  Christian.  Some  of  our  brethren 
are  too  sick,  it  may  be,  to  attend  the  public  worship 
of  the  Church ;  are  they  therefore  unable  to  worship 
God  in  their  beds?  They  are  too  weak  to  utter 
a  prayer;  can  they  not  pray  in  their  hearts?  They 
are  in  too  much  pain  to  follow  a  prayer,  even  with 
their  thoughts;  then  let  them  suffer  patiently,  sub- 
mitting themselves  to  the  will  of  their  heavenly  Father, 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  and  their  patience  shall  go  up 
for  a  memorial  before  God,  no  less  than  the  prayers  of 
the  learned,  the  alms  of  the  rich,  and  the  active  service 
of  the  healthy  and  strong.  Indeed,  sickness  and  pain 
and  grief  are  so  far  from  excluding  us  from  God's 
service,  that  they  alone  give  an  occasion  for  a  sort  of 
service,  which  is  especially  accepted  by  Him,  namely, 
the  service  of  patient  suffering.  How  pleasing  this  is 
in  the  eyes  of  Almighty  God,  you  may  understand  in 
that  it  is  written,  that  the  Only-begotten  Son  Himself 
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was  in  the  days  of  His  flesh  made  perfect,  and  learned 
obedience  by  the  things  which  He  suffered. 

You  see  then,  brethren,  that  no  sort  or  condition  of 
events,  no  circumstance  of  man's  life,  no  sickness  of 
body,  or  weakness  of  mind  (except  it  take  away  his 
senses  altogether),  can  excuse  him  from  the  duty  of 
serving  God  some  way  or  other.  You  see  that  those 
excuses  which  soimd  fairest,  of  poverty,  want  of  time, 
sickness,  ignorance,  are  mere  inventions  of  the  devil 
to  deceive  and  destroy  us  withal;  worthless  in  the 
sight  of  God,  and  in  themselves  vain  and  empty  as 
the  reasons  given  by  the  guests  in  the  parable,  to 
excuse  themselves  from  coming  to  the  great  supper. 
Now  if  you  would  know  the  end  of  such  as  beguile 
their  own  souls  with  such  fatal  devices,  look  what 
befel  those  guests :  The  servant  came  and  shewed  his 
lord  all  the  things  that  were  done.  Then  the  master  of 
the  house^  being  angry^  said  unto  his  servant^  Go  out 
quickly  into  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city^  and  bring  in 
hither  the  poor^  and  the  maimed^  and  the  laine^  and  the 
blind.  And  the  servant  saidj  Lord^  it  is  done  as  thou 
hast  commanded^  and  yet  there  is  room.  And  the  master 
said  unto  the  servant^  Go  out  into  the  highways  and 
hedges^  and  compel  them  to  come  in^  that  my  house  may 
be  filled.  For  I  say  unto  you^  that  none  of  those  men 
that  were  bidden  shall  taste  of  my  supper.  So  shall  it 
be  in  the  day  of  judgment.  The  poor,  the  maimed, 
the  halt,  and  the  blind,  those  who  could  do  least  for 
the  service  of  God,  but  have  faithfully  done  what 
they  could,  shall  be  admitted  to  eat  bread  in  His 
kingdom,  rather  than  those  who  have  enjoyed  the 
greatest  worldly  advantages,  without  making  a  proper 
use  of  them.  Yea,  even  the  Gentiles  and  unbelievers, 
who  never  heard  the  name  of  Christ,  if  they  have  ful- 
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filled  their  duty  as  far  as  they  knew  it,  even  these, 
wanderiDg  as  it  were  in  the  highways  and  hedges, 
shall  be  compelled  to  come  in  and  fill  the  house  of  the 
Lord  whose  name  they  knew  not,  rather  than  we 
who  were  bidden,  except  we  instantly  and  heartily 
throw  aside  all  excuses,  and  set  ourselves  from  this 
day  forth  to  do  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Grant  us 
therefore,  gracious  God,  so  to  lay  aside  every  weight, 
and  the  sin  which  doth  most  easily  beset  us,  that  we 
may  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us, 
and  finally  inherit  the  blessing  promised  to  those  who 
shall  eat  of  the  tree  of  life  in  the  kingdom  of  God ; 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  with  the 
Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  three  Persons  and  one 
God,  be  all  glory  and  honour  for  evermore.   Amen. 

Eastleach, 
June  IS,  1815. 

IThe  day  of  the  Battle  of  JFaterloo.} 
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TliareVy  ifKeiova  0v<riav  "A/SeX  irapct  Kdlv  irpoariveyKe  r& 
06W,  8i'  fis  ifJUipTvpi]07)  elvai  Sifcato^,  lutprvpovinos  hrl  toI^ 
Ba>pot^  avTOv  tov  Geov'  Koi  Si'  avrrj^  anodavoov  ere  XaXeira^, 

"  By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  Ood  a  more  excellent  sacrifice 
than  Cain^  by  which  he  obtained  witness  that  he  was  right- 
eous, Ood  testifying  of  his  gifts,  and  by  it  he  being  dead 
yet  speaketh" 

TN  the  history  of  Cain  and  Abel,  to  which  these 
words  refer,  and  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fourth  chapter  of  Genesis,  we  find  sad  and  awful 
proof  how  very  entire  that  corruption  was  which 
entered  into  mankind  by  the  fall  of  our  first  parents, 
and  to  which  not  only  Cain  and  Abel,  but  we  our- 
selves also,  and  all  the  sinners,  and  all  the  saints  that 
ever  lived  in  the  world,  were  alike  bom  heirs.  It 
should  seem  as  if  God  had  permitted  by  a  special 
Providence,  in  order  to  take  away  from  man  all  trust 
in  himself,  that  the  very  first  inheritor  of  our  fallen 
nature  should  be  one  of  the  worst  of  men.  ^  If  the 
privileges  of  his  birth  had  been  worth  anything,  the 
first-bom  child  should  not  have  been  a  reprobate*.^ 
At  the  same  time,  that  men  might  not  entirely  despair, 
but  still  see  that  they  might  yet  recover  their  likeness 
unto  God,  and  their  title  to  Paradise,  we  have  the 
example  of  Abel  set  before  us,  to  prove  that  it  is  yet 

•  Bishop  Hall  [Works,  London,  1624,  p.  747.] 
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possible  for  a  man  to  be  accounted  righteous  before 
God,  and  to  shew  us  the  true  and  only  mean  whereby 
he  may  lay  hold  of  that  blessing,  namely.  Faith  in  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  To  keep  us  from  presumption,  we 
are  taught  by  the  history  of  Cain  how  bad  we  are  of 
ourselves ;  To  keep  us  from  despair,  the  example  of 
Abel  is  set  forth,  shewing  how  good  God  is. 

When  Adam  and  Eve  were  driven  out  of  Paradise, 
they  were  not  left  without  hope  and  consolation ; 
God  promised  them  a  great  deliverance  in  time  to 
come,  when  the  seed  of  the  woman,  that  is,  Jesus 
Christ,  should  bruise  the  serpent's  head.  Eve  there- 
fore when  she  conceived  and  bare  Cain,  was  filled 
with  joy  and  thankfulness,  as  hoping  that  from  him 
the  promised  Saviour  should  arise;  and  she  said, 
/  have  gotten  a  man  from  the  Lord;  therefore  she 
called  him  Cain,  which  signifies  "  a  possession."  How 
little  do  we  know  beforehand  for  what  we  ought  to 
rejoice,  and  for  what  to  weep !  Little  did  Eve  im- 
agine, while  she  smUed  over  her  first-born  son,  and 
rejoiced  in  him  as  a  pledge  of  God's  mercy,  that  he 
would  afterwards  become  as  a  sword  to  pierce  through 
her  own  soul.  Never  let  us  think  to  choose  what 
particular  earthly  blessings  we  would  rec^ve  at  God's 
hand.  Eiches  make  themselves  wings,  and  fly  away ; 
strength  and  wisdom  are  oft  but  temptations  to  sin ; 
children  too  frequently  prove  Cains,  and  are  a  curse 
instead  of  a  blessing.  We  are  never  safe  in  setting 
our  hearts  upon  any  worldly  good.  One  wish  only 
cannot  disappoint  us,  except  by  our  own  fault,  that 
God  would  grant  us  in  this  world,  knowledge  of  His 
truth,  and  in  the  world  to  come,  life  everlasting. 

The  history  goes  on  thus :  And  she  again  bare  his 
brother  Abel,  and  Abel  was  a  keeper  of  sheep  ;  but  Cain 
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was  a  tiller  of  the  ground.  ^  Doubtless,  the  edaoation 
of  both  was  holy.  For  Adam,  though  in  Paradise  he 
could  not  be  innocent,  yet  was  a  good  man  out  of 
Paradise :  his  sin  and  fall  now  made  him  circumspect, 
and  since  he  saw  that  his  act  had  bereaved  them  of 
that  image  of  God,  which  he  once  had  for  them,  he 
could  not  but  labour  by  all  holy  endeavours  to  repair 
it  in  them,  that  so  his  care  might  make  amends  for  his 
trespass  \'  Bat  when  a  man  hath  once  sold  himself 
to  do  evil,  the  best  education  cannot  save  him.  He 
who  is  resolved  to  be  reprobate,  will  be  so  in  spite  of 
charity  and  counsel ;  none  may  help  him  against  his 
will.  So  it  was  in  Cain's  case,  *  Who  would  think 
that  brethren,  and  but  two  brethren,  should  not  love 
each  other  ?  Dispersed  love  grows  weak,  and  fewness 
of  objects  useth  to  unite  affections.  If  but  two  brothers 
be  left  alive  of  many,  they  think  that  the  love  of  all 
the  rest  should  survive  in  them ;  and  now  the  beams 
of  their  affection  are  so  much  the  hotter,  because  each 
hath  only  the  other  to  shine  upon :  yet  behold,  here 
are  but  two  brothers  in  the  world,  and  one  is  the 

batcher  of  the  other The  same  devil  that  set 

enmity  betwixt  man  and  God,  sets  enmity  betwixt 
man  and  man ; '  all  uncharitableness,  all  quarrels  are 
of  one  author:  we  cannot  entertain  wrath,  and  not 
give  place  to  the  devil.  Cain  was  of  that  wicked  one^ 
and  slew  his  brother.  So  saith  the  Apostle  St.  John, 
and  he  adds  also  the  reason  of  this  malice.  Because  his 
own  works  were  evily  and  his  brother* s  righteous.  Let  us 
now  consider  what  was  the  sin  of  Cain,  what  the 
righteousness  of  Abel,  that  by  the  grace  of  God  we 
may  seek  the  one,  and  avoid  the  other. 

In  process  of  time  it  came  to  pass,  that  Cain  brought 

b  Bishop  Hall,  p.  748. 
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of  the  fruit  of  the  ground  an  offering  unto  the  Lord.  And 
Jhel^  he  also  brought  of  the  firstlings  of  his  flocJc^  and  oj 
the  fat  thereof.  And  the  Lord  liad  respect  unto  Ahel^ 
and  to  his  offering ;  hut  unto  Cain  and  to  his  offering^  He 
had  not  respect.  The  reason  is  not  here  mentioned 
why  Cain's  oflfering  could  not  be  accepted  of  God. 
It  might  perhaps  be  too  niggardly,  and  given  grudg- 
ingly. For  it  is  not  said  that  he  brought  of  the  choice 
fruits  of  the  ground,  as  it  is  of  Abel,  that  he  brought 
of  the  firstlings  and  fat  of  his  flock.  Never  let  us  be 
sparing,  more  than  prudence  requires,  in  what  we  give 
to  God.  Whether  it  be  time,  money,  or  pleasure, 
which  our  duty  calls  upon  us  to  give  up,  let  it  be 
done  without  grudging.  Whatever  we  offer  against 
our  will,  from  fear,  or  shame,  or  custom,  to  that 
offering,  be  assured,  the  Lord  will  have  no  respect. 

But  the  chief  reason  why  Cain's  offering  could  not 
be  accepted  was  his  want  of  faith.  By  faith  Abel  offered 
unto  God  a  more  excellent  sacrifice  than  Cain.  Sacrifice 
was  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  some  animal  before 
God,  in  token  that  the  worshipper  expected  redemp- 
tion by  no  works  of  his  own,  but  by  the  precious 
blood  of  Christ,  who  as  a  lamb  without  blemish  and 
without  spot,  was  slain  for  us  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  It  was  to  the  true  worshipper  an  outward 
and  visible  sign  of  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  a  mean 
whereby  he  received  the  benefits  of  the  same,  and 
a  pledge  to  assure  him  thereof.  In  one  word,  it  was 
to  the  patriarchs  what  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  is  to  us.  And  as  that  Sacrament  is  only 
a  provoking  of  God,  if  it  be  not  joined  with  faith, 
repentance,  and  charity,  so  was  the  sacrifice  of  Cain, 
not  being  joined  with  faith.  It  is  likely  that  he  had 
a  proud  reliance  on  his  own  merits,  on  the  rank  which 
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he  held  as  first-born,  and  on  the  value  of  the  offering 
which  he  made.  "Whereas  Abel  came  before  God  in 
all  humility,  and  though  the  promise  of  salvation  by 
the  seed  of  the  woman  was  very  far  off,  yet  he  was 
persuaded  of  it,  and  embraced  it  with  full  assurance 
of  faith,  and  trusted  not  in  his  own  righteousness,  but 
in  God's  manifold  and  great  mercies. 

Therefore  he  obtained  witness  that  he  was  righteous^ 
God  testifying  of  his  gifts.  It  is  supposed  by  some 
that  the  fire  of  the  Lord  fell,  and  consumed  his  sacri- 
fice, as  it  did  Elijah's  in  after  time.  But  however 
that  was,  it  is  certain  he  was  accepted,  and  that  God 
told  him  so.  We  must  not  expect,  my  brethren,  to 
have  such  clear  and  certain  communications  of  the 
favour  of  Almighty  God  as  righteous  Abel  had. 
The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  canst  not 
tell  whence  it  comefh,  nor  whither  it  goeth  ;  so  is  every 
one  that  is  bom  of  the  Spirit.  Divine  grace  doth  not 
now  shew  itself  to  our  eyes,  or  ears,  our  outward  or 
inward  feelings;  but  is  only  to  be  known  by  our 
having  power  to  will  and  to  do  that  which  is  good  by 
our  course  of  thinking  and  acting.  Ei/erg  one  that  is 
bom  of  God  sinneth  not.  We  know  that  we  have  passed 
from  death  unto  life^  because  we  love  the  brethren. 
This  is  the  only  sign  of  God's  favour,  which  we  can 
safely  trust  to.  This  Abel  had,  and  God  was  pleased 
to  confirm  it  either  by  fire  from  heaven  or  in  soQie 
other  way ;  thereby  gladdening  the  heart  of  his  faith- 
ful servant,  and  giving  new  assurance  of  the  coming 
of  that  better  sacrifice  in  which  he  trusted. 

What  now  was  Cain's  duty  ?  To  have  acknowledged 
the  goodness  of  God,  in  that  he  had  warned  him  of 
his  displeasure  in  time ;  instantly  to  have  repented  of 
his  sins,  and  to  have  followed  his  brother's  example, 
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in  all  humility  and  faith.  This  was  his  duty,  but 
mark  how  far  he  wandered  from  it,  giving  ear  to  that 
wicked  one,  whom  he  had  now  chosen  to  be  his  guide 
and  pattern,  instead  of  God  and  his  good  brother. 
He  was  very  wroth^  and  his  countenance  fell.  He  was 
filled  with  envy — envy  the  corrosive  and  consumer  of 
all  ill  minds,  the  root  of  all  desperate  actions:  the 
same  cause  that  moved  Satan  to  tempt  the  first  man, 
to  destroy  himself  and  his  posterity,  the  same  moves 
the  second  man  to  destroy  the  third.  Oh,  proud  and 
foolish  malice!  to  be  displeased  because  thy  Maker 
and  thy  brother  are  better  than  thou !  to  think  thyself 
the  farther  from  a  blessing,  because  thy  neighbour 
hath  obtained  one !  Let  us  with  all  our  might  strive 
and  pray  against  that  envy  in  ourselves,  which  in 
Cain  we  see  to  be  so  hateful.  In  us,  as  well  as  in  him, 
it  was  bom,  and  if  we  do  not  keep  it  under,  better 
than  he  did,  it  will  surely  come  to  the  like  head,  and 
end  in  hatred,  malice,  and  murder,  or  what  is  as  bad 
as  murder.  For  St.  John  teaches  that  whosoever  hateth 
his  brother  is  a  murderer. 

Yet  Cain  had  one  chance  more.  God  graciously 
condescends  to  talk  with  him,  and  reprove  his  faults, 
and  shew  him  how  he  might  yet  be  pardoned.  The 
Lord  said  unto  Cain^  Why  art  thou  wroth^  and  why  is 
thy  countenance  fallen  ?  If  thou  doest  well^  shall  thou 
not  he  accepted?  and  if  thou  doest  not  welly  sin  lieth 
at  the  door.  He  even  promised  that  on  his  repentance 
he  should  keep  the  privileges  of  the  firstborn.  And 
unto  thee  shall  be  his  desire^  and  thou  shall  rule  over 
him.  But  all  this  had  no  effect  upon  his  malicious 
and  stubborn  spirit.  It  seems,  indeed,  that  he  added 
guile  and  hypocrisy  to  his  sins;  talking  with  Abel 
his  brother,  and  persuading  him  to  go  out  into  the 
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field,  and  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  in  the 
field,  thai  Cain  rose  up  against  Abel  his  brother,  and 
slew  him. 

Murder  is  the  natural  end  of  envy.  That  hellish 
passion  is  always  bloody;  for  if  it  eat  not  another 
man's  heart,  it  will  eat  our  own ;  but  unless  it  be 
restrained,  it  will  surely  feed  itself  with  the  blood  of 
others,  ofttimes  in  act,  always  in  desire.  When  the 
heart  is  right,  God  is  merciful  to  accept  the  will  for 
the  deed ;  when  it  is  corrupt,  and  means  evil,  He  is 
no  less  just  to  condemn  the  will  for  the  deed.  Be- 
ware, therefore,  all  ye  who  are  apt  to  look  with  an 
evil  eye  upon  your  neighbour,  because  in  any  respect 
he  is  better  or  happier  than  you ;  you  who  wilfully 
speak  evil  of  dignities,  you  who  repine  against  your 
God,  and  condemn  your  more  fortunate  brethren  with- 
out cause,  beware — for  ye  are  even  now  walking  in 
the  way  of  Cain,  and  except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  perish 
by  the  sentence  of  Cain. 

Hear  now  what  that  sentence  was :  The  Lord  said 
unto  Cain,  Where  is  Abel  thy  brother?  'There  is  no 
wicked  man  to  whom  God  speaks  not,  if  not  to  his 
ears,  yet  to  his  heart.  And  God  loves  to  have  a  sin- 
ner accuse  himself.  You  see  He  doth  not  directly 
reprove  him  for  what  He  knew  him  to  have  com- 
mitted, but  asketh  him  such  a  searching  question  as 
would  thrill,  one  should  expect,  to  the  very  joints 
and  marrow,  and  lay  him  at  once  at  his  Judge's  feet, 
speechless  and  repenting.  But  man  abhors  to  con- 
fess his  sin;  the  Evil  Spirit  had  entered  into  Cain, 
and  he  answers  stubbornly ;  the  very  name  of  Abel 
wounds  him  no  less  than  his  hand  had  wounded  Abel : 
consciences  that  are  without  remorse  are  not  without 
horror;  wickedness  makes  men  desperate;  the  mur- 
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derer  is  angry  with  God,  as  of  late  for  accepting  his 
brother's  oblation,  so  now  for  listening  to  his  Blood. 
And  now  he  dares  answer  God  with  a  question, 
/  know  not  Am  I  my  brother^s  keeper  ?  where  he 
should  have  said,  ^Am  not  I  my  brother's  mur- 
derer?' Behold  he  ^cometh  to  keep  whom  he  feared 
not  to  kill.  Good  duties  are  base  and  troublesome 
to  wicked  minds,  while  even  violences  of  evil  are 
pleasant  *.' 

And  God  said^  What  hast  thou  done  ?  the  voice  of  thy 
brother^s  blood  crieih  unto  Me  from  the  ground.  And 
now  art  thou  curted  from  the  earthy  which  hath  opened 
her  mouth  to  receive  thy  brother^ s  blood  from  thy  hand: 
When  thou  tilkst  the  ground^  it  shall  not  henceforth 
yield  unto  thee  her  strength  ;  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond 
shall  thou  be  in  the  earth.  And  Cain  said  unto  the 
Zordj  My  punishment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear.  Be- 
hold^ Thou  hast  driven  me  out  this  day  from  the  face  of 
the  earth ;  and  from  Thy  face  shall  I  be  hid :  and  I 
shall  be  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  in  the  earth  ;  and  it 
shall  come  to  pasSj  that  every  one  that  findeth  me  shall 
slay  me.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him^  Therefore  who- 
soever  slayeth  Cain,  vengeance  shall  be  taken  on  him 
sevenfold.  And  the  Lord  set  a  mark  upon  Cain^  lest 
any  finding  him  should  kill  him.  And  Cain  went  out 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  On  these  verses  I  have 
three  things  to  observe. 

First,  vengeance  belongeth  unto  God;  it  is  His 
alone  to  repay.  Not  even  that  wicked  reprobate  Cain 
might  be  put  to  death,  except  by  God's  own  pro- 
vidence. It  is  not  our  business  to  shorten  the  lives 
of  bad  men,  or   otherwise  to  punish  them,   except 
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indeed  we  are  called  of  God  to  be  ministers  of  justice. 
As  private  men  we  must  leave  revenge  in  God's 
hand.  Therefore  if  thine  enemy  hunger^  feed  him  ;ifhe 
thirst  J  give  him  drink ;  for  in  so  doing  thou  shalt  heap 
coals  of  fire  upon  his  head. 

Secondly,  the  worst  part  of  Cain's  punishment  was 
his  being  driven  out  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 
God  is  the  true  Light,  and  to  be  without  Him^  in  this 
world  or  in  the  next,  is  indeed  utter  darkness.  This 
is  that  everlasting  destruction,  wherewith  they  are  to 
be  punished  at  the  last  day,  who  shall  be  found  not 
to  have  obeyed  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  They 
shall  be  cast  out  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and 
from  the  glory  of  His  power.  If  in  this  life,  and 
but  for  a  time,  God  tumeth  away  His  face,  we 
are  troubled,  horror  and  anguish  come  upon  us  and 
a  horrible  dread  overwhelmeth  us,  think  then  what 
weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  there  will  be  among 
the  wicked  in  that  day,  when  their  eyes  shall  be 
blinded  for  evermore,  no  longer  to  behold  the  Light 
which  lighteth  all  things;  but  they  shall  feel  the 
flames  of  His  vengeance,  they  shall  wish  to  forget 
Him  entirely,  but  they  shall  be  kept  in  being  to 
know  Him  by  His  fierce  anger  for  ever. 

This  leads  me  to  the  third  remark  which  I  have 
to  make  on  Cain's  punishment,  namely,  how  weak 
the  strongest  in  sinning  are  to  endure  the  vengeance 
of  God.  He  who  *had  neither  grace  to  avoid  his 
sin,  nor  to  confess  it,  now  that  he  is  convinced  of  sin, 
and  cursed  for  it,  how  he  howleth,  how  he  exclaimeth. 
My  punishment  is  greater  than  I  can  hear  !  How  great 
a  madness  is  it  to  complain  too  late !  He  that  would 
not  keep  his  brother  is  cast  out  from  the  protection  of 
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God ;  he  that  feared  not  to  kill  his  brother,  fears  now 
that  whosoever  meets  him  will  kill  him.  The  troubled 
conscience  projecteth  fearful  things ;  sin  makes  even 
cruel  men  cowardly,  Cain  would  live :  it  is  yielded 
him,  but  for  a  curse.  How  oft  doth  God  hear  sinners 
in  anger !  He  shall  live,  banished  from  God,  carry- 
ing his  hell  in  his  bosom,  and  the  brand  of  God's 
vengeance  in  his  forehead.  God  rejects  him,  the 
earth  repines  at  him,  men  abhor  him;  himself  now 
wishes  that  death  which  he  feared,  and  no  man  dare 
pleasure  him  with  a  murder.  How  bitter  is  the  end 
of  sin!  yea,  without  end!  Still  Cain  finds  that  he 
killed  himself  more  than  his  brother.  We  should 
never  sin,  if  our  foresight  were  but  as  good  as  our 
sense.  The  issue  of  sin  would  appear  a  thousand 
times  more  horrible  than  the  act  is  pleasant  *^.^ 

Turn  we  now  to  a  better  and  more  glorious  sight. 
Eighteous  Abel  rising  from  the  blood  of  his  martyr- 
dom to  receive  his  crown  of  glory  in  the  heavens. 
By  faith,  being  dead  he  yet  speaketh;  the  voice  of 
his  blood  yet  crieth  unto  us  from  the  ground,  not 
as  it  did  unto  God  for  vengeance  against  his  mur- 
derer, but  as  it  did  unto  the  faithful  after  him, 
giving  them  a  blessed  hope  of  pardon  and  salvation. 
It  crieth  aloud,  and  spareth  not,  that  we  ought  to 
count  them  happy  which  endure.  *  The  first  man  that 
died,  died  for  religion.  Who  dare  measure  God's 
love  by  outward  events,  when  he  sees  wicked  Cain 
standing  over  bleeding  Abel  ?  whose  sacrifice  was  first 
accepted,  and  now  himself  is  sacrificed.  Death  was 
denounced   to  man  as  a  curse,  yet  behold,    it  first 
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lights  upon  a  saint !  how  soon  was  it  altered  by  the 
mercy  of  that  just  hand  which  inflicted  it  I  If  death 
had  been  evil  and  life  good,  Cain  had  been  slain,  and 
Abel  had  survived;  now  that  it  begins  with  him 
whom  God  loves,  0  death  where  is  thy  sting  ?  ^ 

Here,  then,  is  the  true  and  saving  wisdom  which 
Abel  died  to  teach  us.  It  is  faith  in  the  merits  and 
mediation  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Abel  heard  the 
promise  of  God  giving  earnest  of  blessings  dark  and 
distant,  and  he  believed ;  we  have  heard  the  true 
blood  of  sprinkling,  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  speak- 
ing better  things  than  that  of  Abel,  (for  Abel's  blood 
cried  for  vengeance  on  his  murderer,  Christ's  for 
mercy  on  all  penitent  sinners,)  and  shall  not  we  be- 
lieve, and  love,  and  obey  ?  Abel  saw  fire  from  hea- 
ven coming  down  to  consume  his  sacrifice,  and  be- 
lieved, and  glorified  God  unto  the  death.  We  have 
seen  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  tongues 
lighting  upon  the  Apostles,  He  hath  come  down  to 
sanctify  us,  that  we  may  be  a  reasonable,  holy,  and 
lively  oflfering  unto  God;  and  shall  we  not  believe 
and  glorify  God,  by  doing  all  the  good  we  can,  and 
ascribing  all  we  do  or  enjoy  to  His  mercy  ?  Except 
we  do  these  things,  we  crucify  the  Son  of  God  afresh, 
and  bring  upon  ourselves  the  curse  which  He  pro- 
nounced on  His  first  murderers.  Upon  them  came 
all  the  righteous  blood  shed  upon  the  earth,  from  the 
blood  of  righteous  Abel,  the  first  martyr  who  entered 
into  Paradise,  unto  the  blood  of  the  holy  Jesus  Him- 
self, the  first  Who  ascended  into  heaven.  Lord,  let 
not  that  precious  blood  be  required  of  us  also. 

Let  us  walk  in  Thy  ways,  and  love  Thy  Word, 
and  trust  in  Thy  Cross.     Deliver  us  from  the  envy, 
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hatred,  and  malice  of  Cain,  and  grant  that  with 
righteous  Ahel  we  may  have  faith  to  oflter  unto 
Thee  as  an  acceptable  sacrifice,  ourselves,  our  souls, 
and  bodies,  and  in  life  and  death  glorify  Thee^ 
our  only  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  with  the  Father 
and  the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 

Eastleach, 
Julff  SO,  is  15, 
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HEBREWS  xi.  7. 

nioTei,  '^(pr^fJMTiadeU  NS>€,  irepl  r&v  fi/rfiento  /3\£Trofi€Ptop, 
evXafirfOel^  Karea-tcevaae  Kt^anov  eU  a-omjpiav  rov  oXkov  avrov' 
Si'  ^  KoreKptve  rov  xoafiov,  koI  rfj^  Kara  iriirraf  BiKaioavptf^ 
iyivero  /ckrjpovofio^. 

"  By  faith  Noah,  being  warned  of  God  of  things  not  seen 
as  yet,  moved  with  fear,  prepared  an  ark  for  the  saving  of  his 
house,  by  the  which  he  condemned  the  world,  and  became  heir 
of  the  righteousness  which  is  by  faith." 

TN  about  two  generations  from  the  creation  of  the 
world,  that  is  to  say,  according  to  the  life  of  man 
as  it  then  was,  in  about  fifteen  hundred  years,  the 
bad  seed  which  was  first  sown  in  man's  nature  by  the 
wicked  one,  had  been  so  cherished  by  man  himself, 
and  had  ripened  into  such  perfection  of  evil,  that  the 
whole  earth  was  corrupt  before  God,  and  filled  with 
violence.  For  a  long  time  there  had  continued  in  the 
family  of  Seth,  the  youngest  son  of  Adam,  a  just  and 
holy  race,  a  peculiar  people,  who  called  stedfastly  on 
the  Name  of  the  Lord  their  God.  But  after  a  while 
they  fell  away,  being  corrupted  by  an  unequal  yoke 
of  marriage  with  the  wicked  and  unbelieving  family 
of  Cain :  The  sons  of  God  saw  the  daughters  of  men  that 
they  were  fair^  and  they  took  them  wives  of  all  which 
they  chose.  They  took  them,  because  they  were  fair, 
not  regarding  whether  they  were  good  and  holy.  It 
was  an  unhallowed  marriage,  and  had  an  accursed 
issue;  for  the  children  which  were  born  unto  them 
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became  giants,  mighty  men,  men  of  renown ;  and  they 
were  as  wicked  as  they  were  strong.  For  we  read 
that  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  great  in 
the  earthy  and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of 
his  heart  was  only  evil  continually.  So  that  (to  use  the 
strong  language  of  Scripture,  which  useth  to  express 
the  actions  of  God's  providence  in  words  signifying 
human  passions  and  dispositions),  it  repented  the  Lord 
that  He  had  made  man  on  the  earthy  and  it  grieved  Him 
at  His  heart. 

Even  in  this  universal  corruption,  God  magnified 
His  mercy  towards  us,  in  that  He  raised  up  His  ser- 
vant Noah  to  be  a  preacher  of  righteousness,  and  to 
bear  witness  of  Him  before  that  wicked  generation : 
Noah  was  a  just  man^  perfect  and  upright;  and  Noah 
walked  with  God.  To  have  this  testimony  from  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  in  any  case  the  highest  honour  that  can 
be  conferred  upon  a  man:  but  Noah's  crown  shines 
brighter  than  that  of  any  other  saint,  in  that  he  was 
not  only  the  best,  but  the  only  good  man  of  his  time. 
His  example  is  the  one  green  and  shady  spot,  refresh- 
ing the  eye  and  cheering  the  heart,  in  that  waste 
howling  wilderness  of  lust,  and  pride,  and  iniquity. 
It  is  this  part  of  Noah's  character,  namely,  his  resist- 
ance of  universal  ill  example,  to  which  I  would  call 
your  attention  more  particularly,  and  therefore  I  shall 
keep  back  what  I  have  to  say  on  it  to  the  end  of 
this  sermon. 

But  Noah  was  not  contented  to  keep  himself  from 
sin.  He  was  a  preacher  as  well  as  an  example  of 
righteousness.  By  how  much  the  more  fixed  and 
undoubting  his  own  faith  was,  by  how  much  the  more 
certainly  he  knew  how  God  loveth  righteousness  and 
hateth  iniquity,  by  so  much  the  more  did  his  heart  sink 
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within  him,  when  he  looked  on  his  right  hand  and  on 
his  left,  and  saw  all  his  brethren  walking  in  the  ways 
of  death.  He  did  his  best  to  turn  them  from  their 
sin  and  danger;  he  set  them  a  good  example,  gave 
them  good  advice,  and  prayed,  we  may  be  sure,  to 
Almighty  God,  that  He  would  yet  shew  forth  His 
mercy  in  renewing  a  right  spirit  within  them.  Be- 
hold here  a  true  mirror  of  the  duty  of  every  good  man 
towards  his  bad  neighbours.  Unfeigned  piety  and 
virtue  is  never  envious,  nor  desirous  of  keeping  the 
favour  of  God  to  itself,  but  is  grieved  when  it  seeth 
the  ungodly,  and  rejoiceth  above  measure  to  turn  any 
to  righteousness.  Such  a  man  will  be  watchful  to 
find  opportunities,  where  he  may  seasonably  interpose 
to  give  good  advice,  to  put  sinners  in  mind  of  their 
God  and  their  Redeemer,  their  duty  and  their  danger ; 
to  make  them  remember  that  there  are  such  things  as 
death  and  judgment,  heaven  and  hell.  If  any  distress 
or  sickness  come  upon  a  man,  a  good  and  religious 
friend  will  always  contrive  to  mix  his  temporal  relief 
and  assistance  with  wholesome  warnings,  and  true  and 
fervent  admonitions  concerning  his  friend's  spiritual 
state.  In  a  word,  he  will  never  think  it  possible  for 
him  to  be  good,  except  he  do  all  he  can  to  make  his 
neighbour  good  also.  Thus  did  Noah  in  preaching  to 
the  world  of  the  ungodly. 

But  all  his  exhortations  were  in  vain.  God,  in 
order  to  shew  His  long-suffering,  and  to  give  man 
every  chance  of  repentance,  had  promised  to  wait 
a  hundred  and  twenty  years,  letting  His  Spirit  still 
strive  with  man  before  He  destroyed  him  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.  He  who  hath  no  pleasure  in  the 
death  of  a  sinner,  but  rather  that  he  should  be  con- 
verted and  live;  He  who  bore  the  iniquity  of  the 
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house  of  Israel  three  hundred  and  ninety  years,  and 
did  not  destroy  Pharaoh  till  after  the  tenth  plague ; 
He  declared  His  judgments  to  the  old  world  by  His 
servant  Noah,  setting  them  a  time  of  a  hundred 
and  twenty  years  to  repent  in,  and  turn  away  His 
fierce  anger.  Now,  good  Christians,  every  sickness 
from  which  we  recover,  every  new  year  on  which  we 
enter,  nay,  every  morning  on  which  we  awake,  is 
a  fresh  instance  of  this  mercy  and  long-suffering  of 
God,  and  is  meant  for  the  same  purpose,  namely,  to 
lead  us  to  repentance.  But  our  time  is  not  expressly 
fixed,  as  was  that  of  the  wicked  generation  before  the 
flood.  We  know  not  in  what  day  nor  in  what  hour 
our  souls  shall  be  required  of  us.  Let  us  beware  how 
we  abuse  the  long-suffering  of  our  gracious  Father ; 
let  us  amend  our  ways,  and  turn  unto  Him  in  time, 
or  ever  it  repent  Him  that  He  hath  made  us,  and  He 
destroy  us  from  the  face  of  the  earth  here,  and  from 
His  glorious  Presence  for  evermore. 

At  length,  in  the  hundred  and  nineteenth  year, 
God  looked  upon  the  earthy  and  behold^  it  was  still 
corrupt^  for  all  flesh  had  corrupted  his  way  upon  t/ie 
earth;  And  God  said  unto  Noah^  The  end  of  all  flesh  is 
come  before  Me;  for  the  earth  is  filed  with  violence 
through  thenij  and  behold^  I  will  destroy  them  with  the 
earth.  We  see  here  the  most  signal  instance  which 
the  history  of  the  world  as  yet  affords,  of  that  great 
truth  so  awfully  set  forth  by  the  Apostle,  that  they 
who  despise  the  riches  of  God's  forbearance  and  long- 
suffering,  and  go  on  after  their  own  hardness  and  im- 
penitent heart,  do  but  treasure  up  unto  themselves  wrath 
against  the  day  of  wrath^  and  revelation  of  the  rufhteous 
judgment  of  God.  It  is  a  most  dangerous  and  fatal 
mistake,  which  the  devil  sometimes  puts  into  men's 
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hearts,  to  think  only  of  God's  mercy,  and  forget  His 
justice.  In  the  courses  of  His  providence,  a  thousand 
years  are  as  one  day,  and  if  He  wait  long  before  He 
strike,  it  is  not  that  He  is  slack  or  doubtful,  like  frail 
and  mortal  judges,  in  the  fulfilment  of  His  threaten- 
ings,  but  it  is  that  the  sinner  may  be  without  excuse, 
and  the  faith  of  the  righteous  tried  and  perfected. 

The  iniquity  of  the  sons  of  men  being  now  full, 
and  the  sentence  having  passed  upon  them,  God  yet 
remembered  mercy  in  the  midst  of  judgment,  and 
shewed  Noah  how  to  escape,  commanding  him  to 
make  an  ark  of  wood,  large  enough  to  contain  not 
only  himself  and  his  family,  but  some  of  every  living 
thing,  both  fowls  and  cattle,  and  creeping  things  of 
the  earth.  For  behold^  said  God,  I^  even  /,  do  bring 
a  flood  of  waters  upon  the  earthy  to  destroy  all  fleshy 
wherein  is  the  breath  of  life^  from  under  heaven ;  and 
everything  that  is  in  the  earth  shall  die.  Then  He  told 
him  how  to  make  the  ark,  and  made  him  provide  food 
for  himself  and  all  the  living  things  that  should  be  with 
him.  And  Noah  did  according  to  all  that  God  com- 
manded him.  Being  moved  with  fear,  he  prepared  an 
ark  to  the  saving  of  his  house ;  by  the  which  he  con- 
demned  the  world^  and  became  heir  of  the  righteousness 
which  is  by  faith.  Thus  also  he  fulfilled  his  calling  as 
a  preacher  of  righteousness.  ^  This  business  of  his 
was  the  last  and  most  powerful  of  his  sermons,  where- 
in at  once  were  taught  mercy  and  life  to  the  believer, 
and  to  the  rebellious  destruction  \' 

The  ark  is  now  finished,  and  behold,  the  beasts  of 
the  earth  and  the  birds  and  creeping  things  draw  nigh 
and  enter  in  by  pairs  and  by  sevens,  male  and  female. 
They  who  came  before  Adam  to  be  named,  now  came 
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to  Noah  to  be  preserved  from  that  ruin  which  guiltier 
man  laughs  to  scorn.  And  of  the  clean  beasts^  Noah 
took  unto  him  hy  sevens^  that  he  might  have  wherewith 
to  sacrifice  to  the  Lord  his  God. 

'  And  now  the  day  is  come,  all  the  guests  are  en- 
tered, the  ark  is  finished  and  shut,  and  the  windows 
of  heaven  are  opened  ^.*  Yet  the  wicked  and  worldly- 
people  are  eating  and  drinking,  marrying  and  giving 
in  marriage.  Though  God  hath  been  warning  them 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  their  destruction 
comes  sudden  upon  them  at  last.  So  shall  it  be  at 
the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man ;  when  the  world  that 
now  is  shall  perish  by  fire,  as  the  former  did  by 
water;  when  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a 
great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent 
heat,  the  earth  also  and  all  the  works  therein  shall  be 
burned  up.  That  day  also  shall  come  as  a  snare  upon 
men,  and  shall  burst  fearfully  upon  the  children  of 
perdition  in  the  midst  of  their  mocking  and  ungodly 
lusts.  Oh,  my  brethren,  if  you  feel  horror  and 
aflWght  at  the  thought  of  those  miserable  beings, 
whose  hope  gradually  went  from  them  as  the  waters 
prevailed  more  and  more  upon  the  earth,  who  from 
the  tops  of  the  trees  and  mountains  watched  the  tide 
rolling  towarda  them,  and  the  skies  darkening  with 
the  wrath  of  God,  whom  the  waves  overtook  at  last 
half-dead  with  famine  and  half  with  fear;  good 
Christian  people,  if  but  to  think  on  these  things  is 
astounding  and  full  of  awe,  beware  that  ye  fall  not 
into  that  more  fearful  deluge  which  shall  never  abate, 
that  fiery  flood  which  can  consume  both  soul  and 
body.  Many  shall  be  found  in  the  Day  of  Judgment 
without  hope  in  heaven  or  earth,  crying  in  vain  to 
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the  rocksy  Fall  on  uSj  and  to  the  hillsj  Cover  us.  Be 
not  ye  of  that  lost  and  miserable  company,  but  pro- 
vide yourselves  an  ark  in  time,  even  the  righteousness 
which  is  by  faith,  the  forgiveness  and  favour  of  God. 

^How  securely  doth  Noah  ride  out  this  uproar  of 
heaven,  earth,  and  waters !  He  hears  the  pouring 
down  of  the  rain  about  his  head,  the  shrieking  of 
men  and  roaring  and  bellowing  of  beasts  on  both 
sides  of  him ;  the  raging  and  threats  of  the  waters 
under  him;  he  saw  the  miserable  shifts  of  the  dis- 
tressed unbelievers,  and  in  the  meantime  sits  quietly 
in  his  dry  cabin  neither  feeling  nor  fearing  evil ;  he 
knew  that  He  which  raised  the  waters  would  steer 
him,  that  He  who  shut  him  in  would  preserve  him. 
How  happy  a  thing  is  Faith !  What  a  quiet  safety, 
what  a  heavenly  peace  doth  it  work  in  the  soul,  in 
the  midst  of  all  the  inundations  of  evil.'  We  also, 
if  we  forfeit  it  not  ourselves,  are  partakers  of  the 
blessing  of  Noah.  By  Baptism  we  have  been  re- 
ceived into  the  ark  of  Christ's  Church,  and  if  we 
there  abide,  stedfast  in  faith,  joyful  through  hope, 
and  rooted  in  charity,  we  have  the  promise  of  God, 
who  cannot  lie,  that  He  will  deliver  us  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  and  cause  us  so  to  pass  the  waves  of 
this  troublesome  world,  that .  finally  we  may  come 
to  the  land  of  everlasting  life,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.     Amen. 

^How  soon  is  God  weary  of  punishing  which  is 
never  weary  of  blessing !'  After  forty  days  God  re- 
membered Noah  and  every  living  thing ^  and  all  the  cattle 
that  was  with  him  in  the  arkj  and  sent  a  wind  over 
the  earth ;  the  heavens  began  to  clear  up,  the  waters 
returned  from  off  the  earth  continually ^  and  after  the 
end  of  one  hundred  and  fifty   days  the  waters  were 
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abated.  By  degrees  the  world  returned  to  its  first 
form,  the  ark  rested  on  the  mountains  of  Ararat,  the 
tops  of  the  hills  were  seen,  the  dove  was  sent  out  and 
returned  with  an  olive-leaf  in  her  mouth,  the  covering 
of  the  ark  was  removed,  and  the  face  of  the  ground 
appeared  dry :  yet  did  not  Noah  forsake  the  ark  till 
Gpd  commanded  him  to  go  forth.  We  may  learn 
hence,  not  to  be  too  eager  in  catching  at  any  worldly 
advantage,  except  we  be  quite  sure  that  it  is  the  will 
of  God.  What  could  be  more  desirable  to  Noah  than 
free  air  and  light  and  liberty,  after  he  had  been  so 
long  shut  up?  yet  he  would  not  go  out,  though  it 
seemed  so  safe,  without  an  express  word  from  God. 
Happy  is  that  man,  which  in  all  things,  neglecting 
the  counsels  of  flesh  and  blood,  depends  upon  the 
commission  of  his  Maker  "^ ! 

The  first  use  he  made  of  his  liberty  was  to  build 
an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  and  offer  sacrifices.  In  the 
time  of  trouble  he  believed  and  prayed ;  in  the  time 
of  deliverance  he  humbled  himself  and  gave  God  the 
glory;  in  both,  setting  a  worthy  example  to  us  his 
children.  And  so  well  pleased  was  God  with  his 
holy  and  humble  service,  that  He  was  pleased  to  bind 
Himself  by  an  everlasting  covenant  never  more  to 
destroy  all  flesh  by  the  waters  of  a  flood.  God,  Who 
sheweth  mercy  upon  thousands  of  generations  in  them 
that  love  Him,  hath  rewarded  us  for  Noah's  sake, 
with  a  promise  that,  while  the  earth  remaineth^  seed- 
time and  harvest^  and  cold  and  heat^  and  summer  and 
winter^  and  day  and  nighty  shall  not  cease.  And  though 
His  word  was  enough,  yet  He  gives  a  sign  withal, 
which  may  speak  the  truth  of  His  promise  to  the 
very  eyes  of  men ;  thus  He  doth  still  in  His  blessed 
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Sacraments,  which  are  as  words  to  the  soul.  The 
rainbow  is  the  pledge  of  our  safety,  which  even  natu- 
raUy  signifies  the  end  of  a  shower.  For  God  said, 
This  is  the  token  of  the  covenant  which  I  make  between 
Me  and  you^  and  every  living  creature  that  is  with  you^ 
for  perpetual  generations ;  I  do  set  My  bow  in  the 
cloudy  and  it  shall  be  for  a  token  of  a  covenant  between 
Me  and  the  earth ;  and  it  shall  come  to  pass^  when  I 
bring  a  cloud  over  the  earthy  that  the  bow  shall  be  seen 
in  the  cloud;  and  I  will  remember  My  covenant  which 
is  between  Me  and  you^  and  every  living  creature  of 
all  flesh;  and  the  waters  shall  no  more  become  a  flood  to 
destroy  all  flesh.  Thus  it  is  that  the  good  man's  re* 
compense  descends  to  his  latest  posterity.  Because 
our  father  Noah  was  righteous,  we  his  children  are 
secure  against  a  deluge.  "When  we  see  the  rainbow, 
the  token  of  our  safety,  let  us  remember  the  merciful 
covenant  of  the  Lord  Jehovah,  and  the  righteousness 
of  Noah,  which  was  so  rewarded ;  and  let  us  be  care* 
ful  that  we  swerve  not  from  our  father's  example, 
and  bring  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing  on  our 
children. 

More  particularly,  let  us  consider  how  we  may 
follow  that  part  of  Noah's  character  for  which  he  was 
saved  from  the  flood,  namely,  the  resisting  evil  com- 
pany and  bad  example.  This  is,  indeed,  one  of  the 
hardest  duties  of  Christianity,  and  requires  a  more 
than  common  measure  of  the  all-sufficient  grace  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  We  are  by  nature  inclined  to  love 
the  praise  of  men  more  than  the  praise  of  God.  How 
many  have  been  made  drunkards  and  gamblers,  un- 
clean and  dishonest,  irreligious  and  profane,  because 
they  could  not  bear  that  their  companions  should 
mock  them  as  wanting  spirit  to  sin!    How  many 
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make  the  fear  of  seeming  unlike  their  neighbours  an 
excuse  for  omitting  the  duties  of  religion!  How 
many  make  up  their  minds  to  do  a  doubtful  action, 
by  enquiring,  not  whether  it  be  God's  will,  but 
whether  it  be  the  custom  of  the  world ! 

The  Scriptures  are  strong  and  awful  in  warning  us 
against  this  sin :  Whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  Me 
and  of  My  words j  in  this  adulterous  and  sinful  genera^ 
tioUj  of  him  also  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be  ashamed j  when 
He  cometh  in  the  glory  of  His  Father^  with  His  holy 
angels.  These  are  the  words  of  the  Judge  of  all  the 
earth;  let  them  sink  deep  into  our  hearts,  for  by 
them  we  are  ourselves  to  be  judged,  we  know  not 
how  soon.  He  hath  given  us  His  example,  too,  to 
strengthen  us  in  enduring  the  contradiction  of  sin- 
ners, and  not  shrinking  when  men  revile  us.  When 
the  Lord  God  opened  His  ear,  and  called  on  Him  to 
be  despised  and  rejected  of  men.  He  was  not  rebellious^ 
neither  turned  away  back.  He  gave  His  back  to  the 
smiterSy  and  His  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the 
hair ;  He  hid  not  His  face  from  shame  and  spitting. 
Oh  let  us  joyfully  and  manfully  endure  the  scoffing 
of  the  ungodly,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  our  Lord, 
Who  even  on  the  Cross  was  content  to  bear  re- 
proach and  insult  for  us. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  mention  a  few  rules  of  prac- 
tice, which  seem  most  likely  to  secure  us  against 
wandering  after  evil  example.  The  first  and  most 
necessary,  especially  for  minds  young  and  tender,  and 
unsettled,  is  to  avoid  evil  company.  We,  I  thank 
God,  are  more  fortunate  than  Noah,  who  found  not 
in  the  whole  world  a  good  family  to  associate  with. 
Every  house  is  not  now  so  infected  with  sin,  but  that 
we  have  choice  of  persons,  sound  and  healthy  in  the 
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faith,  with  whom  we  may  have  safe  communication. 
We  are  therefore  the  more  inexcusable,  if  we  choose 
our  companions  from  among  the  enemies  of  God. 
Blessed  is  the  man  that  hath  not  walked  in  the  counsel 
of  the  ungodly^  nor  stood  in  the  way  of  sinners^  and  hath 
not  sat  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful. 

2.  But  since  in  many  cases  Providence  doth  not 
allow  us  to  depart  entirely  from  the  tents  of  the 
wicked,  (for  good  men  have  often  bad  relations  and 
neighbours,  and  the  concerns  of  the  world  entangle 
them  with  worldly  people,  and  we  must  keep  peace 
and  charity  with  bad  as  well  as  good,)  in  all  such 
cases  we  must  be  the  more  watchful  and  resolute 
in  our  duty.  We  must  be  thinking  often  of  God's 
promises  and  threatenings,  and  of  His  ever-present 
Eye,  which  beholds  all  we  do.  We  must  look  back 
to  the  great  reward  which  our  father  Noah  received 
when  he  stood  alone  in  the  gap,  unstained  and  un- 
corrupted  by  evil  communication.  We  must  be  look* 
ing  forward  to  the  day  of  manifestation  of  the  sons  of 
God,  when  such  as  have  endured  mockery  and  shame, 
striving  against  sin,  shall  receive  honour  and  glory  at 
the  hand  of  the  Captain  of  their  salvation;  while 
those  cowards,  who  have  shrunk  from  Christ's  banner 
because  they  were  ashamed  to  be  holy,  shall  confess 
with  bitter  wailing  and  confusion  of  face,  that  they 
have  indeed  mistaken  their  shame  for  their  glory,  and 
since  they  chose  to  be  like  their  neighbours  in  sin, 
they  shall  be  like  them  in  punishment  too. 

3.  These  things  we  must  have  continually  in  our 
minds  when  we  are  exposed  to  the  temptation  of  evil 
company ;  and  we  must  strengthen  and  refresh  our 
good  resolutions  by  diligent  prayer  to  Almighty  God, 
that  He  would  send  into  our  hearts  the   Spirit  of 
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Counsel  and  of  Might ;  the  Spirit  of  Might,  that  we 
may  stand  unshaken  by  evil  example,  dangerous  ad- 
vice, and  mockery  still  more  dangerous ;  and  steadily 
persist  in  well-doing,  whatever  our  neighbours  say  or 
think  of  us;  the  Spirit  of  Counsel,  that  we  may  be 
discreet,  sober,  and  charitable,  in  the  exercise  of  our 
Christian  fortitude ;  that  we  may  shew  no  suUenness, 
or  pride,  or  anger,  in  refusing  to  be  conformed  to  this 
world,  but  so  temper  our  zeal  with  meekness,  and  so 
free  our  singularities  from  affectation,  that  we  may  be 
true  followers  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  both  in  pa- 
tiently enduring  reproach,  and  in  turning  many  to 
righteousness  by  the  prevailing  power  of  a  good  ex- 
ample. For  all  which  blessings,  let  us  pray  in  the 
Name  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  only  Mediator  and  Advo- 
cate ;  to  Whom,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
three  Persons,  one  God,  be  all  honour  and  glory  for 
evermore.     Amen. 

*' Almighty  and  Everlasting  God,  who  of  Thy 
great  mercy  didst  save  Noah  and  his  family  in  the 
ark  from  perishing  by  water,  figuring  thereby  Thy 
holy  baptism;  we  beseech  Thee  that  as  Thou  hast 
washed  us  with  the  waters  of  regeneration,  and  re- 
ceived us  into  the  ark  of  Christ's  Church,  so  Thou 
wouldest  go  on  to  sanctify  us  more  and  more  with 
the  Holy  Ghost;  that  we,  being  stedfast  in  Faith, 
joyful  through  Hope,  and  rooted  in  Charity,  may  so 
pass  the  waves  of  this  troublesome  world,  that  finally 
we  may  come  to  the  land  of  everlasting  life,  there  to 
reign  with  Thee  world  without  end,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen." 


Eastlsich, 
Aug.  18,  1815. 
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ST.  LUKE  xiii.  2,  3. 

Kal  dwo/cpiOeU  6  ^Irja-ovs  ehrev  avrots,  AoKetre,  on  ol  FaXt- 
Xaioi  oiroi  afiaproyKoX  irapa  irdvras  tov^  rdXiXaCov^  iyivovTO, 
on  TOiaura  ireirovOiunv ;  ovxh  Xeyo)  vpZv*  aXS^  idv  fit}  fiera^ 
vorp-e,  irdvref  dxravTco^  diroXeiaOe, 

"And  JesjAB  answering  said  unto  them,  Suppose  ye  that 
these  QaliUeans  were  sinners  above  all  the  Oalilaans,  because 
they  suffered  such  things  ?  I  tell  you,  nay :  but  except  ye  re^ 
pent,  ye  shall  all  likeunse  perish." 

The  folly  and  uncharitableness  of  mankind  is  in 
nothing  more  clearly  seen  than  in  their  disposi- 
tion to  blame  every  one  who  is  unfortunate,  and  to 
think  themselves  surely  in  the  right  as  long  as  they 
are  prosperous.  JFhile  he  lived^  saith  the  Psalmist  of 
the  worldly  minded,  he  counted  himself  a  happy  man  ; 
and  so  long  as  thou  doest  well  unto  thyself  men  will 
speak  good  of  thee.  On  the  other  hand,  let  one  be 
smitten  with  disease  or  poverty,  he  shall  never  want 
some  to  ascribe  his  suflferings  to  the  intemperance  of 
his  youth,  to  his  extravagance,  carelessness,  or  vicious 
indulgences  while  he  had  money,  or  to  the  judgments 
of  God  on  his  covetousness  and  want  of  generosity. 
And  yet  every  day's  experience  proves,  both  in  public 
and  private  life,  that  the  wisest  of  us  is  deceived,  and 
the  best  man  disappointed  in  three  out  of  four  of  his 
worldly  hopes  and  expectations.  Every  day  brings 
some  cloud  over  the  head  of  God's  servants,  while  the 
wicked  is  often  left  in  sunshine,  and  goeth  down  to 
his  grave,  as  far  as  we  can  discern,  in  prosperity  and 
peace.  They  come  to  no  misfortune  like  other  folk^  nei- 
ther are  they  plagued  like  other  men.     The  reason  of 
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this  is,  that  the  present  life  is  a  state  of  trial,  not  of 
reward  and  punishment ;  and  the  use  to  be  made  of 
it  is,  that  the  afflicted  learn  patience,  the  prosperous 
godly  fear,  and  all  men  charity  and  candour  in  judg- 
ing of  others. 

Two  examples,  both  taken  out  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, will  be  sufficient  to  shew  how  false  and  un- 
reasonable it  is  to  suppose  every  distress  a  judgment, 
and  every  piece  of  good  fortune  a  reward  of  virtue. 
Who,  among  all  the  sons  of  men,  was  marked  by  the 
name  of  a  Man  of  Sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief? 
who  was  it  whom  men  esteemed  most  smitten,  stricken 
of  God,  and  afflicted  ?  who  was  it  that  bore  the  griefs, 
and  carried  the  sorrows  of  all  mankind?  He  who 
alone,  of  all  mankind,  was  without  sin.  He  it  is  who 
saith,  behold^  and  see  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto 
My  sorrow.  Let  no  Christian  dare  to  judge  his  neigh- 
bour guilty  because  he  is  afflicted,  seeing  that  the 
more  a  man  suflfers  in  this  life,  the  more  is  his  con- 
dition like  unto  that  of  Christ. 

Now  look  at  that  person  who  appears  in  the  Gospel 
history  as  wealthiest,  most  powerful,  most  highly 
exalted  in  his  own  opinion  and  that  of  other  woridly 
people.  Look  at  Herod  the  king,  seated  on  the  throne 
of  David,  God's  temple  builded  up  by  his  riches, 
God's  heritage  bowed  down  to  his  will;  hear  Jews 
and  Gentiles  praising  him  as  the  most  prudent,  vir- 
tuous, and  successful  of  mankind.  Shall  we  say  that 
they  were  right  ?  that  he  was  indeed  favoured  of  God 
because  he  had  gold  and  silver  at  his  will,  and  died 
a  king,  having  the  life  and  death  of  many  people  sub- 
ject unto  him  ?  No,  my  brethren,  the  outward  gilding 
of  worldly  glory  cannot  so  hide  the  foulness  and  un- 
cleanness  of  a  bad  man's  heart.     We  do  not  envy 
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Herod  his  greatness  and  good  fortune,  nor  think  him 
the  better  man  for  it ;  we  know  that  he  was  a  tyrant 
and  persecutor,  a  hater  of  God  and  goodness ;  the  blood 
of  the  innocents  at  Bethlehem  crieth  against  him  from 
the  ground,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  set  down  his 
name  among  the  bitterest  enemies  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
Where  now  are  those  short-sighted  observers  of  life 
and  character,  who  judge  a  man  good  and  honest  be- 
cause he  was  rich,  and  died  on  his  bed  in  peace  in 
a  good  old  age;  who  esteem  it  a  punishment  when 
the  righteous  perish,  and  do  not  consider  that  merciful 
men  are  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come  ? 

But  if  we  are  not  content  with  examples,  God  hath 
given  us  direct  precepts  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  neither  to  think  ourselves  righteous  be- 
cause we  are  prosperous,  nor  other  people  more  wicked 
than  ourselves  because  they  are  more  afflicted.  For 
the  first,  you  may  find  it  in  the  ninth  chapter  of 
Deuteronomy.  Moses  is  there  assuring  the  children 
of  Israel  of  the  glory  and  victory  which  they  should 
win  over  the  Canaanites,  and  how  the  Lord  their  God 
should  go  before  them  as  a  consuming  fire  and  destroy 
their  enemies,  and  bring  them  down  before  their  face ; 
so  that  they  should  drive  them  out,  and  destroy  them 
quickly.  After  which  he  wameth  them  against  this 
false  and  proud  way  of  judging,  whereof  we  are  now 
speaking.  Speak  not  thou  in  thine  lieart^  after  that  the 
Lord  thy  God  hath  cast  them  out  from  before  thee^  my^ 
ing^  For  my  righteousness  the  Lord  hath  brought  me  in 
to  possess  this  land ;  but  for  the  wickedness  of  these 
nations  the  Lord  doth  drive  them  out  from  before  thee. 
Not  for  thy  righteousness,  or  for  the  uprightness  of  thy 
heart  dost  thou  go  to  possess  their  land ;  but  for  the 
wickedness  of  these  nations  the  Lord  thy  God  doth  drive 


78  SERMON  vn. 


them  out  from  before  thee^  and  that  He  may  perform  the 
word  which  the  Lord  sware  unto  thy  fathers^  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  Understand,  therefore,  that  the  Lord 
thy  God  giveth  thee  not  this  good  land  to  possess  it  for 
thy  righteousness ;  for  thou  art  a  stiffnecJced  people. 
God's  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  and  if  He  choose  to 
punish  one  sinner  by  the  arm  of  another,  to  make  the 
Assyrian  even  as  the  rod  of  His  anger,  to  send  him 
against  an  hypocritical  nation,  to  give  Aim  a  charge 
against  the  people  of  His  wrath,  to  take  the  spoil,  and 
to  take  the  prey,  and  to  tread  them  down  like  the  mire 
of  the  streets ;  he  must  not  therefore  be  lifted  up,  nor 
say.  By  the  strength  of  my  hand  I  have  done  it,  and  by 
my  wisdom,  for  I  am  prudent.  This  is  as  if  the  axe 
should  boast  itself  against  him  that  heweth  therewith  ;  as 
if  the  saw  should  magnify  itself  against  him  that  shaketh 
it ;  as  if  the  rod  should  shake  itself  against  them  that 
lift  it  up,  or  as  if  the  staff  should  lift  up  itself,  as  if  it 
were  no  wood.  It  is  presumption,  it  is  pride,  it  is  con- 
trary to  God's  glory,  to  set  up  our  own  righteousness 
as  deserving  any  good,  temporal  or  eternal,  at  the 
hands  of  Almighty  God.  All  His  gifts  are  alike  un- 
deserved ;  victory  and  health,  peace  and  plenty,  cheap 
as  they  are  in  comparison  with  spiritual  blessings,  are 
yet  far  too  dear  to  be  purchased  by  the  best  works  of 
the  best  man,  if  it  were  not  for  the  free  mercy  of  God 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

The  other  rule.  That  we  are  not  to  think  others 
worse  than  ourselves,  because  they  are  ajfflicted,  is 
most  strongly  enforced  by  our  Saviour  in  my  text. 
He  had  been  preaching  one  of  his  most  strict  and 
awful  sermons,  when  some  who  were  present  (more 
ready,  as  is  too  common,  to  apply  what  they  heard  to 
other  people's  faults  than  their  own)  told  him  of  oer- 
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tain  Galilaeans,  who,  having  been  guilty  of  tumult 
and  rebellion,  had  been  slain  by  Pilate  at  one  of  the 
Jewish  feasts,  while  they  were  oflFering  sacrifices.  And 
Jesus  answering  said  unto  them^  Suppose  ye  that  these 
GalUcBans  were  sinners  above  all  the  Gatilceans^  because 
they  suffered  such  things  ?  I  tell  you^  nay :  but  except 
ye  repent^  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish.  A  warning,  which 
more  especially  suits  the  occasion  on  which  we  are  here 
assembled,  because  it  appears  to  be  addressed  to  them 
as  a  nation ;  and  awful  beyond  any  human  lesson,  from 
the  consideration  that  it  was  so  soon  and  so  terribly 
accomplished.  Jerusalem  would  not  know  the  things 
which  belonged  unto  her  peace;  she  would  not  be 
gathered  under  the  wings  of  her  mighty  and  gracious 
Bedeemer ;  therefore  not  one  only  of  her  towers  fell,  but 
all  her  walls  and  towers,  yea  even  the  Temple  of  the 
Lord  was  laid  even  with  the  ground,  so  that  not  one 
stone  was  left  upon  another ;  not  a  few  Galilaeans  only 
defiled  her  altars  with  their  blood,  but  the  whole  mul- 
titude of  her  children  were  slain  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  or  led  captive  into  all  nations,  an  everlasting 
monument  of  God's  anger  against  obstinacy  and  hard- 
ness of  heart,  and  a  sad  lesson  to  such  as  judge  their 
neighbours  guilty  because  they  suffer,  that  they  also 
repent  if  they  hope  not  to  perish  in  like  manner. 

I  think,  my  brethren,  a  little  consideration  will 
shew  us  that  the  words  of  our  Saviour  contain  a  lesson 
well  suited  to  the  case  of  this  nation  at  present.  We 
have  been  struggling  for  many  years  against  the  worst 
and  most  dangerous  enemy  that  ever  rose  up  against 
us,  an  enemy  as  strong  as  great  numbers  of  warlike 
men,  abundance  of  treasure,  confidence  in  his  own 
powers,  and  freedom  from  all  restraint  of  morals  and 
religion,  could  make  him ;  an  enemy  who  has  swept 
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over  kingdoms  like  a  stormy  cloud,  and  before  whom 
armies  have  vanished  like  dust  before  the  whirlwind, 
for  so  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  he  should  be  for  a 
scourge  to  many  nations.  Him  we  have  fought  against 
with  various  fortune,  sometimes  in  alarm  lest  our 
shores  should  be  polluted  by  his  touch,  sometimes  in 
triumph  driving  his  tens  of  thousands  before  us,  reap- 
ing his  harvests  and  ruling  in  his  cities;  and  now 
that  at  length,  by  the  great  mercy  of  God,  we  have 
a  second  time  forced  the  tyrant  from  his  throne,  and 
restored  the  blessings  of  peace  to  the  world,  this  day 
is  appointed  for  us,  not  to  thank  God  and  forget  Him, 
not  merely  to  indulge  ourselves  in  the  joy  and  pride 
of  that  success  and  quiet  which  we  owe  to  Providence, 
not  to  ourselves,  but  to  consider  how  we  may  indeed 
and  in  truth,  really  and  lastingly,  shew  our  gratitude 
to  the  Lord  our  God.     And  this  will  be  best  done. 

First,  by  bringing  this  matter  home  to  our  own 
hearts,  and  convincing  ourselves  that  it  is  God's 
doing,  and  taking  all  the  pains  we  can  to  comprehend 
His  good  blessing  to  our  Church  and  State,  that  while 
80  many  other  nations  either  know  nothing  of  God,  or 
worship  Him  corruptly,  or,  knowing  their  duty,  cannot 
do  it  for  the  noise  of  arms  and  the  disturbance  of  evil 
laws  and  rulers ;  we,  on  the  other  hand,  are  favoured 
with  quietness  in  our  homes,  and  allowed  to  sit  in 
peace,  every  man  at  his  own  cottage  door  or  by  his 
own  fireside;  we  are  blessed  with  a  true  and  equal 
Church,  whose  lap  God  hath  filled  with  all  things 
necessary  to  salvation,  and  who,  like  a  kind  and  im- 
partial mother,  dealeth  them  out  to  all  her  children 
alike,  with  laws  and  orders,  not,  indeed,  perfect,  for 
they  are  human,  but  most  wisely  and  mercifully 
framed  to  encourage  truth  and  justice,  religion  and 
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piety,  and  therefore  to  promote  peace  and  happiness, 
among  us.  If  God  had  seen  good  He  might  have  cast 
in  our  lot  among  the  inhabitants  of  France,  and  then 
we  should  have  seen  the  enemy  at  our  firesides,  we 
should,  perhaps,  have  been  driven  from  our  homes, 
perhaps  have  suffered  wrong  and  violence  in  them. 
That  our  houses  are  not  burned,  nor  our  goods  rifled, 
nor  our  wives  and  children  insulted,  nor  our  crops 
trodden  down  before  they  were  ripened ;  it  is  not  our 
own  righteousness  that  we  are  to  thank,  but  the  mere 
mercy  and  loving-kindness  of  God  Almighty.  And 
therefore  let  us  not  forget,  even  while  we  tell  with 
all  joy  and  thankfulness  of  the  glories  of  those  our 
brethren  who  resisted  unto  blood,  striving  against  the 
pride  and  outrageousness  of  the  enemy,  while  we  lift 
up  our  hearts  to  God  in  acknowledgment  that  the 
tower  which  the  workers  of  mischief  were  building 
hath  fallen  on  their  ovm  heads  and  slain  them,  let 
us  not  forget  that  they  are  not,  therefore,  sinners 
above  all  that  dwell  in  the  world ;  it  is  very  possible 
we  of  this  nation  may  be  as  great  sinners  as  they, 
though  in  a  different  kind,  and  if  we  be,  our  Saviour's 
warning  will  most  surely  be  fulfilled  in  us;  Except 
we  repent^  we  shall  all  liketvise  perish. 

Therefore,  as  the  best  and  most  lasting  way  of 
shewing  our  thankfulness,  we  should  examine  what 
sins  are  most  common  among  us,  and  therefore  most 
likely  to  bring  down  the  judgments  of  God  upon  our 
heads.  Consider,  first,  whether  we  are  not  in  danger 
of  some  dreadful  sentence  for  that  indifference  to  re- 
ligion which  prevails  so  much  among  us.  It  is  enough 
to  make  an  honest  Englishman's  heart  tremble  and 
move  out  of  its  place,  when  he  reflects  how  many 
thousands  there  are  in  this  Christian  land,  this  land 
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where  all  may  be  taught,  where  all  ought  to  learn, 
where  the  House  of  God  is  continually  open,  and  His 
ministers  everywhere  at  hand ;  it  sickens  one's  heart 
to  remember  how  many  there  are  notwithstanding 
who  live  openly  without  God,  never  even  pretending 
to  recollect  that  they  have  a  Maker,  that  they  have 
sinned,  and  have  been  redeemed;  never  entering 
the  church,  never  tasting  the  Sacrament ;  they  eat 
and  drink  of  the  plenty  which  God  gives  them,  they 
lie  down,  and  He  watches  over  their  sleep,  they  rise 
up  and  forget  to  thank  Him,  they  go  about  their  work 
and  forget  to  ask  His  blessing;  for  God  is  not,  but 
the  world  is,  in  all  their  thoughts.  What,  again,  shall 
we  say  of  them,  less  shocking  indeed  than  the  first, 
but  scarcely  less  wicked,  who  hold  the  truth  in  un- 
righteousness, who,  with  their  tongues  loudly  profess- 
ing  to  know  God,  do  by  their  works  yet  more  loudly 
deny  Him  ?  who  listen  to  the  Commandments  here, 
and  then  go  home  and  break  them ;  whose  lips  indeed 
move  in  prayer,  but  their  heart  is  cold  and  still  as 
a  frozen  pool ;  who  talk  so  much  about  honesty,  that 
they  neglect  to  think  of  charity ;  of  good  nature,  that 
they  forget  sobriety;  of  industry  in  serving  their 
masters  on  earth,  that  they  have  no  leisure  for  their 
Master  which  is  in  heaven ;  in  one  word,  who  depend 
so  much  on  any  one  duty  as  to  leave  the  rest  undone. 
The  judgments  of  God  which  are  abroad  in  the  earth 
do  indeed  cry  aloud,  and  spare  not,  but  lift  up  their 
voice  like  a  trumpet,  to  shew  such  half-Christians 
their  own  transgression  and  danger.  We  may  call 
upon  them  nearly  in  the  Apostle's  words,  Let  not 
your  Christian  profession  be  unequally  yoked  together 
with  unchristian  practice ;  for  what  fellowship  hath 
righteousness  with  unrighteomness  ?  and  what  communion 
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hath  light  with  darkness  ?  and  what  concord  hath  Christ 
with  Belial  ?  Consider,  again,  how  many  in  this  na- 
tion are  every  day  mocking  and  defying  God,  and 
endangering  their  own  souls  for  ever  by  that  brutal, 
stupid,  and  reprobate  custom  of  swearing,  which  is 
not  content  to  deserve,  but  seems  even  to  desire  the 
vengeance  of  the  Eternal,  and  is  continually  calling 
out  for  punishment  on  its  own  head.  Consider  how 
many  spend  their  days  and  nights  in  sinking  them- 
selves not  only  from  the  holiness  of  Christians,  but 
the  privileges  of  reason,  selling  their  salvation  for 
strong  drink,  and  of  set  purpose  often  besotting  them- 
selves, that  they  may  be  the  less  afraid  to  sin.  These 
two  vices  of  drunkenness  and  profane  swearing,  to 
our  shame  be  it  spoken,  are,  I  am  afraid,  more  com- 
mon in  this  country  than  in  any  other  in  the  world ; 
and  we  have  our  full  share  in  others  quite  as  vile  and 
damnable.  Bead  the  sentences  which  our  Lord  and 
His  Apostles  have  pronounced  against  the  lusts  of  the 
flesh,  and  compare  them  with  the  morals  of  the  world 
around  us.  If  thy  right  eye  offend  thee^  pluck  it  out, 
and  cast  it  from  thee :  for  it  is  prof  table  for  thee  that 
one  of  thy  members  should  perish^  and  not  that  thy  whole 
body  should  be  cast  into  hell. — Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christy  and  make  not  provision  for  the  fleshy  to  fulfil  the 
lusts  thereof — If  any  man  that  is  called  a  brother  be 
a  fornicator^  I  have  written  unto  youy  with  such  a  man 
no  not  to  eat. — This  is  the  will  of  God^  even  your  sane- 
tificationj  that  ye  should  abstain  from  fornication. — Mor- 
tify your  members  which  are  upon  the  earthy  fornication^ 
uncleannesSy  inordinate  affection^  evil  concupiscence. — For- 
nicationj  and  all  uncleanness^  or  covetousnessy  let  it  not 
be  once  named  among  you^  as  becometh  saints ;  neither 
filthinesSy  nor  foolish  talking ^  nor  jesting ^  which  are  not 
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convenient:  hut  rather  giving  of  thanks.  For  this  ye 
know^  that  no  whoremonger^  nor  unclean  person^  nor 
covetous  man^  who  is  an  idolater^  hath  any  inheritance  in 
the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  of  God.  Who  would  believe 
that  we  of  this  country  had  every  one  of  us  made 
a  solemn  vow  (as  we  did  at  our  Baptism)  to  fulfil  these 
commandments  ?  we,  among  whom  uncleanness,  grown 
bolder  of  late,  walketh  no  more  in  darkness,  but  de- 
stroyeth  souls  and  bodies  in  the  noon-day,  and  no  man 
reproveth  it ;  insomuch  that  some  openly  avow  their 
shame,  and  seem  hardly  to  know  that  it  is  sin,  and 
very  few,  at  least  among  men,  give  chastity  its  duQ 
place  in  their  notion  of  a  good  character.  A  Christian 
people  should  follow  after  whatsoever  things  are  pure, 
whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are 
of  good  report ;  but  this  nation  is  far  more  like  those 
wicked  Jews,  of  whom  the  Lord  said,  when  I  had  fed 
them  to  the  full^  they  then  committed  adultery^  and  as- 
sembled  themselves  by  troops  in  the  harlots^  houses.  They 
were  as  fed  horses  in  the  morning  :  every  one  neighed  after 
his  neighbour's  wife.  Now  mark  well  the  next  verse. 
Shall  I  not  visit  for  these  things^  saith  the  Lord^  and 
shall  not  My  soul  be  avenged  on  such  a  nation  as  this  ? 

If  we  were  willing  to  judge  honestly  of  these  and 
other  sad  instances  of  our  sin  and  misery,  we  might 
perhaps  learn  to  cast  down  that  proud  and  high  way 
of  thinking  of  ourselves,  which  may  justly  be  reckoned 
one  of  the  vices  of  this  nation.  We  should  no  longer 
go  about,  like  the  Pharisee  in  the  Parable,  thanking 
God  that  we  are  not  as  other  men  are;  but  should 
rather  smite  our  breasts  with  the  Publican,  and  con- 
fess that  we  are  miserable  sinners,  and  pray  that  we 
may  become  more  like  what  Christians  ought  to  be. 
And  while  we  acknowledge  with  gratitude  and  self- 
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abasement  both  God's  infinite  mercies  and  our  own 
infinite  un worthiness,  we  should  learn,  by  the  grace 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  not  to  let  our  thanksgiving  pass 
away  in  empty  words,  in  hollow  and  heartless  forms 
of  gratitude,  but  to  carry  it  away  with  us,  like  a 
spark  from  Heaven  living  in  our  hearts,  and  warm- 
ing all  our  thoughts  and  words  and  actions ;  disposing 
us  to  further,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power,  every  good 
and  charitable  work ;  to  trust  in  God  alone,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  for  all  the  good  we  hope  or 
enjoy;  to  leave  our  neighbours  to  God's  judgment, 
and  judge  ourselves  with  a  holy  fear;  in  one  word, 
to  repent^  lest  we  all  likewise  perish. 

And  now  while  we  give  thanks  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  great  blessing  of  peace  and  deliverance  from 
our  enemies,  let  us  also  pray  to  Him,  that  He  would 
enable  us  by  His  grace  to  do  all  these  things. 

O  Almighty  God,  who  art  a  strong  tower  of  de- 
fence unto  Thy  servants  against  the  face  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  we  yield  Thee  praise  and  thanksgiving  for  our 
deliverance  from  those  great  and  apparent  dangers 
wherewith  we  were  compassed.  We  acknowledge  it 
Thy  goodness  that  we  were  not  delivered  over  as 
a  prey  unto  them ;  beseeching  Thee  still  to  continue 
such  Thy  loving  kindness  towards  us,  and  to  give  us 
that  due  sense  of  this  and  all  Thy  mercies,  that  our 
hearts  may  be  unfeignedly,  &c. 


BUSTHOBPE, 

Jan,  18,  1816. 

Thanksgmng  Day. 
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2  SAM.  xii.  13. 

&C.  rrirrb  '^nwan  ]nrbM  tn  -larf^i 

''  And  David  said  unto  Nathan,  I  have  sinned  against  the 
Lord.  And  Nathan  said  unto  David,  The  Lord  aho  hath 
put  away  thy  sin ;  thou  shalt  not  die.'' 

XpEW  persons  in  this  life  have  had  more  right  to 
say  I  am  secure  against  sin,  I  am  God's  special 
&yourite,  I  need  not  walk  all  my  days  in  fear  and 
trembling,  than  he  to  whom  these  words  were  spoken, 
before  he  fell  into  the  sin  which  gave  occasion  for 
them.  David  had  many  special  helps  to  keep  him 
from  sinning;  he  dwelt  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  place 
which  God  had  chosen  to  set  His  Name  there;  he 
had  God's  altar  nigh  at  hand,  before  which  he  daily 
worshipped ;  his  study  was  all  the  day  long  in  God's 
law.  He  wanted  not  especial  blessings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  his  heart;  he  had  been  tried  in  adver- 
sity, delivered  almost  miraculously,  taken  from  the 
sheep-folds  to  feed  God's  people  Israel,  and  taught  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  concerning  the  sufferings  of  Christ, 
and  the  glory  which  should  follow.  Who  would 
think  that  Satan  shoidd  have  any  power  against 
such  a  man  as  this?  Many  might  be  inclined  to 
cry  out,  ^  Oh  that  the  Lord  would  vouchsafe  to  mani- 
fest Himself  to  me,  as  He  did  to  David  I  Then  at 
least,  I  am  sure  no  temptation  would  prevail  against 
me,  no  sin  draw  me  from  my  God.'    And  some  of 
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you,  perhaps,  [some  of  those  especially  who  have 
just  now  been  renewing  their  baptismal  vows,  and 
seriously  thinking  over  what  God  has  done  to  save 
them,  and  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved ;  some  of 
you]  may  be  ready  to  think  yourselves  high  in  spin- 
tual  strength,  to  take  up  the  parable  of  the  proud 
man  in  the  10th  Psalm,  and  say,  /  shall  never  be 
cast  down  ;  there  shall  no  harm  happen  unto  me. 

My  brethren,  let  not  him  that  putteth  on  his  armour 
boast  himself,  as  he  that  putteth  it  off.  Ye  may 
have  run  some  way  well,  yet  is  it  possible,  that  ye 
may  be  hindered  from  obeying  the  truth.  This  very 
David,  (with  outward  means  of  grace  as  great,  and 
with  assurances  of  God's  special  favour  ten  times 
greater  than  any  of  you  can  pretend  to,)  this  very 
man  fell ;  fell  grievously,  fell  wilfully,  fell  into  deadly 
and  damnable  sin.  Be  not  high-minded,  but  fear. 
Thy  resolutions  may  now  seem  strong,  thy  heart 
may  feel  itself  as  if  it  were  yet  pure  and  sound. 
But  trust  not  seeming,  nor  feeling;  trust  not  thine 
own  judgment  of  thyself.  God  is  greater  than  thine 
heart,  and  knoweth  all  things,  put  thy  trust  in  Him ; 
walk  before  Him  humbly  and  fearfully,  and  leave 
Him  to  judge  thee.  If  thou  rest  thy  hope  upon 
what  thou  art  now,  if  thou  takest  too  much  delight 
in  comparing  thy  present  self  with  thy  former,  or 
thyself  with  other  men,  if  in  any  degree,  or  in  any 
case  thou  look  upon  the  work  of  thy  repentance  as 
complete,  and  suppose  thyself  as  good  as  thou  needest 
to  be,  thou  art  in  great  danger.  Thou  hast  a  foun- 
tain of  corruption  within  thee,  and  dost  not  know  it. 
The  spirit  of  evil  in  thy  heart  may  be  asleep  for  the 
present,  but  he  is  not  dead.  It  is  true,  the  Spirit  of 
all  good  is  within  Christian  men  also,  ready  to  keep 
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them  against  the  evil  one;  but  then  they  must  be 
watchful,  sober,  careful,  and  above  all,  humble.  Else 
thine  enemy  will  come  upon  thee  while  thy  heart  is 
lifted  up;  he  will  throw  some  carnal  desire  in  thy 
way,  as  he  did  in  David's;  he  will  light  up  those 
secret  fires  which  thou  vainly  supposest  to  be  utterly 
quenched ;  he  will  loosen  thy  religion  at  the  root, 
and  great  will  be  the  fall  thereof ;  perhaps,  like  that 
of  David,  into  adultery  and  murder.  In  short,  be 
thy  present  advantages  what  they  may,  lust  yet 
liveth  in  thee ;  there  is  yet  hourly  danger  that  lust 
may  conceive  and  bring  forth  sin ;  that  sin  may  be 
finished  and  bring  forth  death.  Be  not  high-minded, 
but  fear. 

That  you  may  the  better  understand  your  own 
peril,  observe  now,  from  how  small  a  beginning 
David^s  sin  arose,  and  how  it  went  on  from  bad  to 
worse,  till  his  heart  was  in  some  measure  hardened. 
He  saw  Bathsheba  by  accident,  he  loved  her  and 
went  on  to  love  her  though  he  knew  she  was  an- 
other man's  wife ;  when  he  had  once  given  way  so 
far  to  his  evil  desire,  it  was  an  easy  step  into  adultery. 
Afterwards,  to  conceal  his  sin  from  his  faithful  ser- 
vant  Uriah,  to  whom  he  had  done  this  grievous 
wrong,  he  did  not  indeed  murder  him  with  his  own 
hand,  but  he  ordered  him  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of 
danger,  to  be  set  in  a  place  where  he  was  almost  sure 
to  perish.  And  then,  such  wretched  deceivers  are 
we  of  our  own  selves,  he  took  this  same  woman  to 
wife,  and  lived  with  her  for  nearly  a  year,  without 
remorse  or  repentance.  Alas,  for  our  fallen  nature, 
that  sin  should  take  such  hold  upon  one  of  the  best 
instructed  men  that  ever  lived,  that  he  should  have 
gone  on  so  long  without  being  able  to  look  up  and 
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see  his  own  misery  I  It  was  a  wonder  that  he  could 
stir  a  step  without  being  awakened.  If  he  went  into 
a  court  of  justice,  there  he  saw  adulterers  and  mur- 
derers suflfering  for  those  sins  in  which  he  was  living 
undisturbed  and  impenitent.  If  he  went  into  his 
own  chamber,  what  could  he  see  there  but  sad  wit- 
nesses of  his  shame,  or  sadder  remembrances  of  better 
days.  Chiefly  it  seems  astonishing,  how  he  could  go 
into  the  sanctuary  of  God  without  conviction  of  his 
guilt  and  misery  flashing  at  once  upon  his  mind. 
All  this  seems  wonderful  and  unaccountable  to  us; 
and  yet,  perhaps,  we  may  be  doing  something  very 
like  it  ourselves.  We  may  be  going  on  thought- 
lessly and  habitually  in  some  grievous  sin,  and  never 
once  dreaming  that  we  are  out  of  God's  favour. 
Let  us  consider  a  little  what  those  excuses  are,  by 
which  sinners  harden  themselves  against  the  mis- 
givings of  their  own  hearts,  and  by  some  of  which  it 
is  probable  that  David  lulled  his  conscience  to  sleep 
in  this  great  and  dangerous  fall. 

1.  It  appears,  inasmuch  as  these  crimes  were  com- 
mitted secretly,  and  Uriah's  death  in  particular  was 
not  immediately  ordered  but  only  contrived  by  David, 
that  he  might  have  suffered  himself  ^to  think  the  less 
of  his  guilt,  because  it  was  not  done  in  the  light  of 
the  sun,  nor  punishable  by  any  human  law.  Which 
is  just  as  if  a  thief  should  suppose  himself  not  guilty, 
because  he  is  never  found  out,  and  is  enough  an- 
swered by  a  single  question:  Thou  that  makest  thy 
boast  in  the  law  of  man,  through  breaking  a  higher 
law,  dishonourest  thou  God?  And  yet,  foolish  and 
unreasonable  as  this  imagination  is,  something  like 
it  lies,  I  believe,  at  the  root  of  many  men's  hearts, 
and  makes  them  easy  and  self-satisfied  whilst  they 
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are  ruining  their  own  souls.  Is  the  law  of  Christ 
less  express  against  pride,  than  against  adultery? 
Are  not  hatred,  envy,  and  malice  as  much  forbid- 
den as  miirder?  Both  God  love  lust  better  than 
false  witness?  How  is  it  then  that  any  live  on 
without  once  dreaming  themselves  to  be  in  danger, 
who  are  high-minded,  and  have  proud  looks;  who 
are  unforgiving,  and  have  spiteful  words;  who  are 
impure  in  heart,  and  indulge  evil  thoughts?  It  is 
because  they  judge  themselves,  not  as  God  will  judge 
them,  but  as  the  law  of  the  land  doth.  ^  I  am  not 
a  thief  say  they,  *I  am  not  a  murderer,  I  pay  my 
debts,  I  live  peaceably  with  my  neighbours,  there- 
fore I  am  a  good  Christian.^  Trust  not,  I  beseech 
you,  in  such  reasoning  as  this;  listen  rather  to  the 
sentence  of  Him  who  can  neither  deceive  you,  nor  be 
deceived  by  you.  Ye  are  they^  said  Jesus  Christ  to 
certain  Pharisees  who  depended  on  such  an  outward 
righteousness  as  this,  Ye  are  they  which  justify  your^ 
selves  before  merij  but  God  knoweth  your  hearts ;  for 
that  which  is  highly  esteemed  among  men  is  ahomination 
in  the  sight  of  God. 

2.  Still  more  dangerous  is  it,  if  one  say  that  he  is 
content  to  be  tried  by  the  practice  of  his  neighbours, 
and  that  he  is  quite  sure  he  is  at  least  as  good  as  they 
are.  This  is  a  most  common  excuse  for  sin,  especially 
for  that  sort  of  sin  which  lies  in  leaving  undone  what 
ought  to  be  done.  ^Such  a  man  does  not  go  to 
Church  regularly,  does  not  attend  the  Lord's  Supper, 
does  not  pray  at  set  times  with  his  family :  then  why 
should  I?'  But  he  may  have  excuses  which  thou 
hast  not,  he  may  have  more  to  do,  or  he  may  not 
know  that  this  is  his  duty,  which  thy  very  misgivings 
about  it  shew  that  thou  dost.     And  what  if  he  do 
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wrong?  is  that  any  reason  that  thou  shouldst  do 
wrong  also?  Beware  of  the  woe  revealed  against 
them  that  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil.  All  this 
way  of  comparing  ourselves  with  others  is  wrong 
and  dangerous,  and  ought  to  be  avoided. 

No  doubt  David  knew  of  many  in  Israel  who  were 
as  great  sinners  as  himself,  but  can  you  in  conscience 
say  you  think  him  at  all  excused  thereby  ?  Only  use 
the  same  rule  in  judging  yourselves.  Use  his  ex- 
ample, and  that  of  every  sinner  whom  Scripture  or 
Providence  throws  in  your  way,  as  a  warning,  not 
as  an  excuse.  Judge  charitably  of  thy  offending 
brother,  and  leave  him  to  God.  As  to  the  cause 
between  God  and  thee,  he  hath  nothing  to  do  with 
it;  think  not  of  his  failings  more  than  thou  canst 
help,  lest  they  either  harden  thee  in  thine  own  sins, 
or  make  thee  proud  without  cause,  as  thou  must  be,  if 
thou  art  proud  at  all.  Hear  what  a  reproof  Christ  gave 
to  him  who  was  curious  in  enquiring  after  his  neigh- 
bours' souls :  One  said  unto  Him^  Lord^  are  there  few 
that  be  saved  ?  And  He  said  unto  them^  Strive  to  enter 
in  at  the  strait  gate.  As  if  He  had  said,  WMt  is  that 
to  thee  ?    Follow  thou  Me. 

3.  But  the  heart  of  man  is  deceitful  above  all 
things;  its  smooth  sayings,  its  lying  prophecies  of 
peace  where  there  is  no  peace,  are  not  yet  all  an- 
swered. It  often  whispers  to  the  wilful  sinner,  when 
his  favourite  temptation  comes  upon  him, — ^Thou 
hast  done  many  things  well ;  in  this  thing  the  Lord 
will  pardon  thee ;  is  it  not  a  little  one  ?  Thou  hast 
dealt  kindly  with  thy  brother,  surely  thou  wilt  be 
excused  for  giving  way  sometimes  to  thy  love  of 
strong  drink;  thou  hast  lived  in  charity  with  thy 
neighboiirs,  what  if  thou  art  somewhat  slothful  and 
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iiGgKgent  in  thy  prayers  ?  Thou  hast  kept  thy  hands 
from  picking  and  stealing:  will  God  be  extreme  to 
mark  thy  sometimes  breaking  His  Sabbath  ? '  Thus 
it  is  that  your  own  hearts  and  your  wicked  com- 
panions will  often  try  to  deceive  you;  but,  my 
Christian  friends  and  brethren,  listen  not  to  them. 
Silence  them  at  once  by  St.  Paul's  saying,  Whatsoever 
is  not  of  faith  is  sin.  Silence  them  by  the  saying  of 
our  blessed  Lord  and  Master,  If  a  man  love  Me^  he 
toill  keep  My  words ;  not  this  or  that  word  only,  not 
as  much  as  it  pleaseth  him  to  keep,  but  all  My  words : 
those  which  his  nature  most  rebels  against,  those 
which  cut  off  the  sin  nearest  his  heart.  Silence  them 
by  this  present  example  of  falling  and  repentant 
David.  Surely  if  any  man  could  hope  that  God 
would  allow  him  to  set  his  virtues  against  his  sins 
it  was  he,  he  who  prayed  seven  times  a  day,  whose 
study  was  all  day  long  in  God's  law ;  he  who  twice 
saved  the  life  of  his  worst  enemy;  he  who  was 
honoured  with  the  name  of  the  man  after  God's  own 
heark  But  it  might  not  be;  you  cannot  purchase 
leave  to  commit  any  one  sin  by  doing  all  your  duty 
besides.  Whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and 
yet  oflfend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all;  he  is 
a  traitor  to  the  authority  on  which  all  depends,  his 
righteousness  therefore  is  nothing,  if  God  forgive  him 
He  forgives  him  for  Christ's  sake,  and  not  for  his  own 
good  deeds,  and  he  hath  still  need  of  humiliation,  re- 
pentance, and  conversion. 

4.  Again,  there  are  some  who  sin  and  sin  on, 
having  a  sort  of  indistinct,  unaccountable  trust  in 
God's  mercy,  for  which,  if  you  ask  them,  they  are  not 
able  to  give  any  reason  whatever,  *  God  is  infinitely 
merciful/  say  they,  ^surely  He  hath  not  made  us 
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to  destroy  us  utterly.'  What!  my  poor  mistakea 
brethren,  will  ye  not  take  His  own  word?  Do  ye 
know  God  better  than  He  knoweth  Himself?  He  is 
infinitely  merciful,  it  is  true,  but  He  is  also  infinitely 
just;  He  is  long-suffering,  and  of  great  kindness,  but 
He  is  also  unalterable  in  what  He  threatens  against 
such  as  continue  in  their  sins.  Heaven  and  earth  shall 
pass  awaffy  but  His  tcords  shall  not  pass  away.  These 
things  which  ye  see  shall  perish,  they  all  shall  wax  old 
as  doth  a  garment,  but  the  counsel  of  the  Lord  shall 
endure  for  ever.  Thus  unchangeable,  thus  fixed  in 
His  decrees  for  evermore,  is  that  Being  of  whom  we 
are  elsewhere  told,  that  He  is  a  jealous  God,  that  His 
wrath  is  revealed  from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness 
and  imrighteousness  of  men.  Content  not  yourselves 
with  blindly  trusting  in  His  mercy,  without  knowing 
how  it  is  to  be  obtained.  Acquaint  yourselves  with 
TTiTfij  and  then  be'  at  peace :  till  then  you  cannot  be. 
Besolve  to  do  His  will,  whatever  it  may  seem  to  cost 
flesh  and  blood,  and  ye  shall  know  of  His  doctrine. 
Forsake  your  sins,  and  He  will  teach  you  how  to 
be  saved. 

5.  A  very  little  consideration  was  sufficient  to  over- 
throw the  last  excuse,  a  blind  trust  in  God's  mercy. 
But  there  is  another,  which  may  seem  at  first  sight 
more  reasonable,  and  which  hath  indeed  deceived 
very  many  to  their  destruction.  ^  Temptation,'  saith 
the  sinner,  ^  is  strong,  nature  is  weak ;  whilst  I  am 
in  the  flesh  I  must  needs  feel  the  desires  of  the  flesh, 
and  God  will  pardon  me  for  yielding  to  what  I  had 
no  strength  to  resist.'  To  such  talk  we  can  only 
answer,  ^  What  you  say  is  not  true.'  It  is  altogether 
false  that  it  was  out  of  your  power  to  do  those  things 
which  you  ought  to  do,  and  to  refrain  yourself  from 
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those  things  which  you  ought  not  to  do.  To  say  that  it 
was  impossible,  is  to  deny  God's  word :  for  He  would 
not  then  have  commanded  it.  It  is  to  dishonour  His 
Spirit;  for  what  is  that  sin  that  need  harm  you,  if 
your  hearts  be  strengthened  by  the  Holy  Ghost  the 
Comforter  ?  And  where  is  the  Christian  so  weak  and 
ignorant  that  he  cannot  by  prayer,  and  the  devout 
use  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Church,  awaken  and 
cherish  the  spirit  of  holiness,  which  the  Almighty 
lighted  within  him  when  He  made  him  a  member 
of  Christ?  Once  give  yourselves  up  to  God  with 
your  whole  heart,  and  we  shall  no  longer  hear  you 
complaining  that  God  demands  too  much  of  you. 
Tou  will  rather  stand  amazed  at  the  infinite  loving- 
kindness,  which  will  at  any  rate  accept  a  service 
80  stained  with  frailties  and  errors;  as  humbling 
experience  will  teach  you  the  best  you  can  pay  is. 
Understand  me,  I  say  stained  with  frailties  and  errors, 
but  not  with  wilful  habits  of  sin.  Give  yourselves  up 
to  God  entirely,  and  though  you  will  very  often  sin, 
you  will  never  allow  yourself  in  sin ;  your  besetting 
temptation,  be  it  pride,  or  anger,  or  covetousness,  or 
drunkenness,  or  lust,  wiU  beset  you  less  and  less 
easily,  wiU  become  less  and  less  habitual,  till  you  are 
enabled  to  cry  out  with  St.  Paul,  Lord^  I  van  do  no- 
thing of  myself^  hut  I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ 
which  strengtheneth  me. 

Yet  one  more  plea  remains.  When  a  man  is  con- 
vinced of  sin,  when  he  sees  in  his  heart  that  God  will 
not  absolve  him,  either  because  the  law  of  the  land 
does,  or  because  other  people  are  as  bad  or  worse,  or 
because  he  has  done  some  part  of  his  duty,  or  because 
his  temptations  are  strong  and  his  nature  frail ;  when 
a  man,  I  say,  sees  and  knows  in  his  heart  that  all 
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these  things  are  so,  what  hinders  his  repenting  im- 
mediately, and  giving  himself  up  to  Him,  whom  he 
cannot  please  if  he  continue  in  any  one  sin  ?  Miser- 
able and  weak  that  we  are  I  even  in  this  state  of  mind 
it  is  too  common  to  find  bad  habits  getting  the  better 
of  conscience,  and  sending  away  repentance,  as  Felix 
did  St.  Paul,  to  a  more  convenient  season.  ^  It  is  all 
very  true,'  says  one,  *but  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
think  of  these  things  when  I  am  old.'  ^  I  will  indulge 
myself  just  this  once,'  says  another,  ^  and  then  I  will 
have  done  with  sin.'  And  another  cries  out  to  Christ, 
^  Lord,  I  will  follow  Thee,  but  suffer  me  first  to  bid 
farewell  to  them  that  are  in  my  house;  to  take  one 
look  more,  to  send  one  parting  wish  aft^r  those  yani- 
ties  of  the  wicked  world,  those  sinful  lusts  of  the 
flesh,  from  which  I  soon  intend  to  break  loose  for 
ever.'  It  was  an  awful  answer  which  our  Saviour 
made  to  the  like  request:  No  maUj  having  put  his 
hand  to  the  plough^  and  looking  hacJc^  is  fit  for  the  king- 
dom  of  God.  Tell  me,  ye  who  are  inclined  to  put  off 
repentance,  can  ye  put  off  sickness  of  body  and  mind  ? 
can  ye  put  off  death?  can  ye  put  off  judgment? 
There  is  but  one  season,  believe  me,  convenient  for 
casting  away  sin,  and  that  is  the  present;  the  past 
cannot  be  called  back,  the  future  may  never  come, 
the  present  is  all  you  have ;  make  use  of  it,  or  ever 
it  be  too  late.  Now,  this  very  hour,  before  you  leave 
the  church,  call  to  mind  what  sins  they  are  which  do 
most  easily  beset  you,  and  begin  to  lay  them  aside 
by  a  hearty  resolution,  and  earnest  prayer  to  God 
against  them.  And  be  assured,  if  you  be  in  earnest, 
you  will  not  lack  His  assistance.  His  Holy  Spirit  is 
ever  ready  to  succour  them  that  diligently  seek  Him. 
It  was  most  probably  by  this  last  act  of  self-deceit, 
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namely,  tlie  putting  oflf  his  repentance,  that  David 
fell  into  that  entire  forgetfiilness  of  his  own  state 
with  respect  to  God,  in  which  he  appears  to  have 
lain  when  I^athan  came  unto  him.  All  that  hath 
been  now  said,  and  much  more,  must  have  often 
passed  through  his  heart,  but  he  was  so  taken  up 
with  his  sinful  pleasures  that  he  would  not  allow 
any  wholesome  warnings  to  stay  there.  In  this  fear- 
ful state,  with  these  grievous  sins  upon  his  head,  at 
best  but  half-awake  to  his  own  danger,  he  must  have  . 
passed  nearly  a  year,  when  it  pleased  God  to  awaken 
him  by  His  special  grace,  as  He  doth  sinners  in  all 
ages,  crying  to  them  by  the  voice  of  His  holy  Word, 
or  by  the  heart-searching  sound  of  his  providential 
threatenings  or  mercies.  Awake^  thou  that  sleepestj 
and  arise  from  the  dead^  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light. 
He  called  David  to  repentance  by  the  voice  of  his 
prophet  Nathan,  telling  him  that  aflfecting  parable 
which  you  heard  in  the  First  Lesson  this  morning  : 
There  were  two  men  in  one  city^  the  one  richy  and  the 
other  poor.  The  rich  man  had  exceeding  many  flocks 
and  herds  ;  hut  the  poor  man  had  nothing  save  one  little 
ewe  lamby  which  he  had  bought  and  nourished  up ;  and 
it  grew  up  together  with  him^  and  with  his  children ;  it 
did  eat  of  his  own  meatj  and  drank  of  his  own  cup^  and 
lag  in  his  bosom^  and  was  unto  him  as  a  daughter.  And 
there  came  a  traveller  unto  the  rich  many  and  he  spared 
to  take  of  his  own  flock  j  and  of  his  own  herdy  to  dress  f)r 
the  wayfaring  man  that  was  come  unto  him  ;  hut  took  the 
poor  man^s  lambj  and  dressed  it  for  the  man  that  was 
come  to  him. 

This  was  the  parable ;  and  David's  heart  swelled, 
as  every  heart  must  do,  with  anger  against  the  rich 
man,  who  took  the  poor  man's  lamb.     And  many 
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hearts,  perhaps,  that  little  suppose  it,  have  been  this 
day  condemning  themselves,  when  they  heard  that 
parable  in  church;  they  have  quite  agreed  with 
David's  thought,  the  man  which  hath  done  this  thing 
shall  surely  die.  But  Nathan  said  unto  David^  Thou 
art  the  man.  Oh  what  a  mountain  of  false  excuses, 
vain  hopes,  and  self-deceiving  recollections  was  cleared 
away  by  that  one  word !  His  sin  fell  upon  his  soul's 
eye  in  all  its  intolerable  blackness;  he  cast  himself 
down  convinced  and  broken-hearted,  without  excusing 
or  abating  aught  of  his  guilt,  into  the  deepest  humi- 
liation and  repentance.  And  David  said  to  Nathan^ 
I  have  sinned  against  the  Lord.  And  God  saw  that 
his  heart  was  now  right ;  and  God  said  unto  him  by 
His  prophet.  The  Lord  also  hath  put  away  thy  sin; 
thou  shalt  not  die.  Never  yet  was  penitent  rejected, 
who  offered  the  same  sacrifice  which  David  did  at 
that  moment.  That  is,  the  sacrifice  of  God,  even 
a  broken  spirit;  a  broken  and  contrite  hearty  0  Godj 
Thou  wilt  not  despise.  The  fifty-first  Psalm  was  written 
by  the  penitent  king  on  this  occasion,  and  we  have 
need  to  study  it  very  seriously,  that  we,  too,  may 
learn  how  to  repent.  You  may  not  have  committed 
any  single  sins  so  great  as  David  now  had,  but  can 
any  of  us  say  we  have  led  a  more  holy  life  than  his 
was  in  general  P  And  then  what  a  gift  is  that  which 
God  has  given  all  of  us  in  holy  Baptism,  the  gift  of 
His  Spirit,  to  join  us  to  His  Son,  which  in  David's 
time  was  not  given:  of  course  it  makes  our  wilful 
sins  far  more  inexcusable  than  even  David's.  Becol- 
lect,  moreover,  that  all  wilful  sins  are  equally  for- 
bidden in  the  Book  of  God,  and  that  all,  even  the 
best  among  us,  hath  some  evil  desires  to  which  he  is 
particularly  subject,  some  sins  which  do  most  easily 
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beset  him.  What  those  sins  are  in  each  case,  Qod 
and  his  own  conscience  know :  but  whatever  they  be, 
and  in  whatsoever  degree  they  have  prevailed,  for 
them  and  in  that  degree  repentance  and  conversion 
are  daily  to  be  practised.  If  any  of  you  have  not  yet 
begun  this  necessary  work,  I  will  tell  him  when  to 
begin  and  how.  This  very  night,  commune  with 
your  own  self  in  your  chamber,  and  be  still.  Ask 
yourself,  *  What  wilful  sins  have  I  committed  to-day  ? 
and  what  duties  have  I  wilfully  left  undone  V  Think 
of  those  sins,  and  of  Qod's  anger  against  them,  till 
you  be  enabled  by  His  grace  to  fall  down  before 
Him,  and  offer  such  a  sacrifice  as  David  did — a  broken 
and  contrite  heart ;  a  heart  self-abased,  self-renounc- 
ing, having  no  hope  but  in  Christ,  and  stedfastly  set 
to  forsake  all  bad  ways  for  the  future.  Stand  in 
awe,  and  resolve  to  sin  not;  say  with  all  your  soul, 
as  David  did,  /  have  sinned  against  the  Lord:  keep 
your  vow  of  repentance  as  David  did,  and  doubt  not 
but  God  will  do  to  you  as  He  did  to  David.  The 
Lord  also  will  put  away  your  sin,  for  His  Son's 
sake  He  will  put  it  away,  and  ye  shall  not  die  for 
evermore. 

Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  fall- 
ing, and  to  present  you  faultless  before  the  presence 
of  His  glory  with  exceeding  joy ;  to  the  only  wise 
God,  our  Father,  our  Saviour,  our  Comforter,  be  glory 
and  majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and 
ever.    Amen. 


BUBTHOBPB, 

July  21,  1816. 


[Sixth  Sunday  after  Trinity. '\ 


b 


SEKMON  IX. 


[Through  unfavourable  seasons ...  the  price  of  wheat  rose,  before 
the  end  of  1816,  from  52  shillings  to  upwards  of  100  shillings 
a  quarter.— JZw^ory  of  England,  "  Student's  Hume,"  p.  704.] 
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:m  ^3ttrr»  nmo  ttM^  "n^  v^a 

"  A  fruitful  land  maketh  He  barren,  for  the  wickedness  of 

them  that  dwell  therein.^* 

npHE  prophet  Isaiah,  in  that  glorious  hymn  which 
he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  the  Church  triumphant 
in  the  last  days,  mentioneth  this  among  other  won- 
ders of  the  justice  and  mercy  of  Almighty  God,  which 
shall  cause  her  to  desire  and  wait  for  Him,  and  seek 
Him  early  with  her  spirit,  that  when  His  judgments 
are  in  the  earthy  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  will  learn 
riffhteousness.  Let  not,  then,  the  charitable  man  be 
offended,  let  it  not  dishearten  him  that  trusteth  in 
God,  if  I  set  before  you  to-day  what  your  own  ex- 
perience will  allow  to  be  too  true  a  picture  of  the  sin 
and  following  misery  of  the  land  in  which  we  live. 
Such  contemplations  are  indeed  humbling  to  the 
proud,  and  heart-breaking  to  the  worldly  mind,  but 
by  the  people  that  do  know  their  God,  they,  are  re- 
ceived as  most  undoubted  instances  of  the  severe  and 
chastening  kindness  of  their  heavenly  Father,  as  fresh 
pledges  of  His  truth^  and  therefore  of  their  final  hap« 
piness.    For  if  we  saw  God  careless  of  accomplishing 
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His  threats  upon  the  wicked,  how  could  we  depend 
upon  His  fulfilling  His  promises  to  the  penitent  ? 

Now,  it  is  certain  that  no  passages  of  Holy  Scrip- 
ture are  more  plain  than  those  in  which  war,  blood- 
shed, pestilence,  and  famine  are  threatened  to  guilty 
nations,  and  the  contrary  blessings  assured  to  the 
righteous.  If  it  be  objected  that  these  earthly  goods 
and  evils  are  the  sanctions  of  a  temporal  not  an  eter- 
nal covenant,  the  fruits  of  Mount  Sinai,  not  of  Mount 
Sion,  it  must  be  allowed  that  the  objection  is  good,  so 
far  as  there  was  something  peculiar  in  the  state  of 
the  Jewish  nation,  inasmuch  as  they,  having  Jehovah 
for  their  Xing,  and  receiving  continual  messages  from 
Him  by  His  prophets,  might  ascertain  more  exactly 
in  every  case  what  it  was  that  they  had  done  amiss, 
and  why  the  Lord  was  angry.  Thus  far,  I  say,  the 
threatenings  and  promises  of  the  holy  prophets  must 
be  understood,  in  their  strict  and  literal  sense,  of  the 
Jews  only ;  but  if  we  have  the  same  God  as  they  had, 
the  same  Buler  of  right  and  wrong ;  if  we  are  beset 
with  as  strong  passions  within,  as  dangerous  tempta- 
tions without ;  surely  it  were  most  unsafe  conduct  in 
us,  not  much  less  than  contempt  of  God's  Word,  to 
stop  our  ears  against  these  warnings,  as  not  given  to 
us,  or  to  doubt  that  the  same  punishments  will  still, 
generally  speaking,  follow  the  same  sins.  True  it  is, 
that  the  doctrines  of  the  judgment  to  come,  the  re* 
surrection  of  the  body,  and  the  life  everlasting,  were 
but  very  darkly  and  imperfectly  known  to  the  Jews, 
and  therefore  it  was  God's  will  to  make  present  re- 
wards and  punishments  the  consequence  of  good  or 
evil  conduct,  more  clearly  and  certainly  in  those  days 
than  they  are  now;  but  let  it  also  be  remembered, 
that  nations,  as  such,  will  not  last  into  another  worl<^ 
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if  they  are  to  be  punished  for  their  crimes  at  all,  it 
must  be  here.  And  whether  or  no  the  law,  by  which 
the  providence  of  God  proceeds  in  this  awful  part  of 
His  dealings  with  us,  be  as  fixed  and  unswerving  now 
as  in  the  times  before  us  or  no,  thus  much  is  quite 
certain,  that  the  only  way  for  a  nation  to  insure  to 
itself  peace  and  happiness,  must  be  to  cultivate  truth 
and  justice,  religion  and  piety;  that  public  sins^ 
whether  by  their  own  natural  effect,  or  by  the  special 
interposition  of  Providence,  are  sure  to  draw  after 
them  public  judgments* 

Concerning  the  sore  judgment  of  famine  in  par- 
ticular, it  is  most  evident  from  the  text,  that  when- 
soever God  sends  it  upon  a  people.  He  means  it  as 
a  call  to  repentance.  For  this  107th  Psalm  is  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  Jewish  history,  as  several  of 
those  coming  before  it  may  seem  to  be,  but  is  a 
very  moving  and  exact  description  of  God's  general 
providence,  in  delivering  His  servants  out  of  the 
worst  and  most  helpless  conditions.  If  we  believe 
that  the  former  parts  of  it  apply  to  us  as  exactly  and 
literally  as  ever  they  did  to  the  children  of  Israel, 
that  wanderers,  prisoners,  sick  men,  and  sailors,  are 
as  much  indebted  to  God  now  as  they  were  then,  for 
guidance,  liberty,  health,  and  preservation,  we  must 
no  less  believe  that  in  our  time  also,  when  He  maketh 
a  fruitful  land  barren,  it  is  for  the  wickedness  of  them 
that  dwell  therein. 

The  word  barrenness  here  properly  means  salinessy 
and  seems  intended  to  put  us  in  mind  of  two  signal 
verifications  of  this  fearful  sentence :  the  first,  the 
destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ;  the  second,  the 
blasting  of  the  soil  of  the  Holy  Land,  which,  from 
being  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  flowing  with  milk 
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and  honey,  is  now  become  such  as  to  accomplish  that 
terrible  prophecy  of  Moses:  The  generation  to  come 
of  your  children  that  shall  rise  up  after  you^  and  the 
stranger  that  shall  conie  from  a  far  landy  shall  say, 
when  they  see  the  plagues  of  that  land^  and  the  sick- 
nesses  which  the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  it ;  and  that  the 
wJiole  land  thereof  is  brimstone^  and  salt^  and  burning ^ 
that  it  is  not  sown^  nor  beareth^  nor  any  grass  groweth 
therein^  like  the  overthrow  of  Sodom  and  Gom^rrah^ 
Admah  and  Zeboim^  which  the  Lord  overthrew  in  His 
anger ^  and  in  His  wrath:  even  all  nations  sliall  say^ 
Wherefore  hath  the  Lord  done  thus  unto  this  land? 
what  meaneth  the  heat  of  this  great  anger  ?  TJien  men 
shall  say^  Because  they  have  forsaken  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers.  And  is  not  this 
a  frightful  reflection  for  any  people,  when  the  Lord 
shall  visit  them  with  famine?  that  it  is  a  sign  of 
such  anger  as  overthrew  those  wicked  cities,  that 
which  of  all  the  judgments  of  the  Lord  seems  to  have 
come  nearest  to  the  effects  of  the  wrath  which  shall 
be  revealed  in  the  last  day. 

What  then,  my  brethren,  (it  is  a  question  which 
nearly  concerns  us  in  this  world  and  the  next,)  what 
are  we  to  think  of  our  own  case  ?  But  a  few  months 
have  passed  since  another  of  God's  sore  judgments, 
the  sword  of  a  deadly  enemy,  was  stretched  over  the 
land,  and  drawn  back  almost  by  miracle;  and  then 
we  lifted  up  our  voices,  and  mingled  with  our  thanks- 
givings the  most  solemn  vows  of  obedience  to  God 
our  deliverer,  in  time  to  come.  But  behold,  when 
we  were  setting  ourselves  securely,  as  we  thought, 
to  enjoy  the  blessings  which  God  had  undeservedly 
showered  down  upon  us,  when  having  sown  peace  we 
looked  to  reap  plenty,  on  a  sudden  the  face  of  heaven 


SERMON   IX.  105 


and  earth  seemed  altered  towards  us,  the  summer 
brought  not  her  accustomed  heat,  the  snow  came 
upon  our  harvest,  and  in  a  great  measure  that  was 
fulfilled  in  us  which,  as  we  read  in  the  prophet  Hag- 
gai,  befel  the  children  of  Israel  just  returned  from  the 
captivity:  Ye  have  sown  much  and  bring  in  little:  ye 
eat  but  ye  have  not  enough^  ye  drink  but  ye  are  not  filled 
with  drink ;  ye  clothe  you^  but  there  is  none  warm^  and 
he  that  eameth  wages^  earneth  wages  to  put  it  into  a  bag 
with  holes.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts^  Consider 
your  ways.  Hear  another  prophet,  Joel,  who  speaking 
of  a  grievous  famine  which  fell  upon  the  impenitent 
Jews,  useth  words  which  paint  in  sad  but  true  colours 
the  last  year's  harvest,  such  as  it  was  in  very  many 
quarters  of  this  island :  Alas  for  the  day  !  for  the  day 
of  the  Lord  is  at  hand^  and  as  a  destruction  fi*om  the 
Almighty  shall  it  come.  Is  not  the  meat  cut  off  before 
our  eyes^  yea^  joy  and  gladness  from  the  home  of  our 
God?  The  seed  is  rotten  under  their  clods^  the  gamers 
are  laid  desolate^  the  barns  are  broken  down ;  for  the 
corn  is  withered.  How  do  the  beasts  groan  !  the  herds 
of  cattle  are  perplexed^  because  they  have  no  pasture^  yea 
the  flocks  of  sheep  are  made  desolate. 

Yet,  by  the  merciful  providence  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  the  winter  once  so  much  dreaded  is  past,  and 
though  God  at  one  time  seemed  to  have  called  for 
a  drought  upon  the  land,  the  rain  hath  come  down  in 
its  season,  and  as  yet  we  have  the  prospect  of  an 
abundant  harvest.  It  is  in  your  own  power,  men 
and  brethren, — bold  as  it  may  sound,  I  dare  affirm  it, 
for  I  believe  that  I  have  found  it  in  the  Scriptures  of 
truth, — it  is  in  the  choice  of  the  people  of  this  land, 
whether  they  will  blast  that  promise  by  continuing  in 
their  sins,  or  make  it  sure  and  effectual  by  a  true 
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repentance.  Do  as  Jehovah  by  His  prophets  bade 
the  Jews  do  in  the  like  case— consider  your  ways ; 
see  what  ye  have  done  to  provoke  the  Lord,  turn  ye 
from  it,  one  and  all,  and  prove  Me  now  herewith^  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts^  if  I  will  not  open  you  the  windows 
of  heaven^  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing^  that  there  shall 
not  he  room  enough  to  receive  it.  .  .  .  Rend  your  heart 
and  not  your  garments^  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  your 
God;  for  He  is  gracious  and  merciful^  slow  to  anger j 
and  of  great  kindness^  and  repenteth  him  of  the  evil. 
Who  knoweth  if  he  will  return  and  repent^  and  leave 
a  blessing  behind  him^  even  a  meat  offering  and  a  drink 
offering  unto  tlie  Lord  your  God? 

1.  Let  us  consider  our  ways  in  respect  of  prayer ; 
have  we  not  deserved  famine,  if  by  no  other  sin,  yet 
by  our  negligence  in  not  calling  upon  God  for  plenty  ? 
Even  those  slight  comforts  and  assistances,  which  man 
can  give  to  man,  are  seldom  either  expected  or  ob- 
tained by  those  who  do  not  think  them  worth  asking 
for ;  and  can  we  so  dishonour  the  great  God  of  heaven 
and  earth,  as  to  think  that  He  will  endure  that  treat- 
ment from  His  creatures,  which  we  cannot  bear  from 
our  children?  0  thankless  and  perverse  generation 
that  we  are!  we  have  lived  all  this  while  wholly 
upon  the  bread  we  took  out  of  God's  hand;  He 
gave  us  rain  from  heaven,  and  fruitful  seasons,  fill- 
ing our  hearts  with  food  and  gladness ;  and  yet  how 
many  of  us  have  never  thought  in  earnest  of  praying 
to  Him,  or  trusting  Him,  or  thanking  Him  for  that 
His  fatherly  care.  The  Church  hath  taught  us  to 
pray  against  famine,  with  our  mouths ;  we  have  from 
week  to  week  besought  God  that  it  might  please 
Him  "to  give  and  preserve  to  our  use  the  kindly 
fruits  of  the  earth,  so  as  in  due  time  we  may  en]oy 
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them ;"  above  all,  Christ  hath  taught  us,  when  we 
pray,  to  say,  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread.  And 
holy  David  hath  taught  us  in  very  many  of  his  Psalms 
to  thank  Him  who  visiteth  the  earth,  and  blesseth  it, 
who  maketh  it  very  plenteous,  who  satisfieth  our 
mouths  with  good  things,  preserving  both  man  and 
beast;  who  giveth  food  to  all  flesh,  for  His  mercy 
endureth  for  ever.  These  things  we  have  learned, 
these  duties  we  have  pretended  to  practise ;  but  we 
meant  not  so,  neither  did  our  heart  think  so.  We 
have  prayed  to  God  without  attention  or  confidence ; 
we  have  suflfered  our  thoughts  to  wander  from  the 
Church  to  the  field,  and  have  forgotten  that  the  best 
husbandman  is  he  who  labours  most  to  win  the  favour 
of  the  Giver  Himself  of  rain  and  sunshine,  the  Esta- 
blisher  of  the  borders  of  the  earth,  the  Maker  of 
summer  and  winter.  We  have  prayed  to  God  with 
a  vain  self-confidence ;  we  have  been  lifted  up  with 
our  own  skill  and  success,  and  have  said.  To-morrow 
shall  be  as  this  day,  this  year  shall  be  as  the  last, 
and  yet  more  abundant ;  and  we  have  forgotten  that 
most  true  saying,  Neither  he  that  planteth  is  anything^ 
neither  he  that  watereth^  hut  God  that  giveth  the  in- 
crease. Or  else,  having  felt  the  rod  of  God,  we  have 
prayed  sullenly  and  grudgingly,  we  have  dared  to 
think  thoughts  of  reproach  and  complaint  concerning 
Him,  we  have  addressed  Him  as  a  hard  Master,  and 
not  as  a  wise  and  loving  Father.  Like  Jonah  when 
his  gourd  withered,  we  have  been  ready  to  faint  with 
our  own  peevishness,  and  because  things  were  taken 
away  from  us,  which  in  themselves  were  mere  iu- 
dulgences,  and  could  not  last  long,  we  have  thought 
we  did  well  to  be  angry  even  unto  death.  In  the 
sunshine  we  have  said,  Would  God  it  were  rain, 
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and  in  the  rain  we  have  said,  Would  God  it  were 
sunshine,  and  we  have  cast  out  of  our  hearts  that 
sure  and  stedfast  anchor  of  a  Christian's  hope,  that  all 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God. 

2.  Let  us  consider  our  ways  in  respect  of  the  use 
we  have  made  of  the  plenty  wherewith  God  hath 
blessed  us  in  times  past.  When  thou  hast  eaten  and  art 
fillip  said  Moses  to  the  Jews,  then  beware  that  thou 
forget  not  the  Lord  thy  God.  Which  of  us  can  say 
that  he  hath  kept  this  caution  ?  Which  of  us  hath 
not,  in  some  way  or  other,  preferred  the  gifts  to  the 
Giver,  the  body  to  the  soul,  perishing  sensual  plea- 
sures to  the  hope  that  maketh  not  ashamed  ?  What 
Ezekiel  said  of  Sodom,  may  with  little  change  be 
said  of  our  land.  Behold^  this  was  her  iniquity^  pride^ 
fulness  of  Iread^  and  abundance  of  idleness  was  in  her^ 
neither  did  she  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  poor  and 
needy ;  and  they  were  haughty^  and  committed  abomina- 
tion  before  Me.  What  wonder,  then,  if  He  take  us 
away  by  the  same  horrible  destruction  wherewith 
He  saw  good  to  destroy  her  ?  It  is  no  time  to  flatter 
now.  The  Bible  is  open  before  us,  and  there  is  hardly 
a  page  of  it  that  is  not  matter  of  humiliation  and  sad 
foreboding  to  every  Englishman  who  loves  his  coun- 
try, for  there  is  hardly  a  page  but  it  charges  that 
country  in  the  name  of  the  living  God  with  some 
foul  and  deadly  sin.  We  have  abused  God's  mer- 
cies in  all  possible  ways ;  by  pride  and  covetousness, 
by  lust  and  intemperance,  by  strife  and  envying. 

a.  We  have  abused  God's  mercies  by  pride.  JFhen 
we  had  eaten  and  were  full^  and  hid  built  goodly  houses^ 
and  dwelt  therein ;  when  our  herds  and  our  flocks  were 
multiplied^  and  our  silver  and  our  gold  was  multiplied^ 
and  all  that  we  had  was  multiplied ;  then  our  heart  was 
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lifted  up^  and  we  forgot  the  Lord  our  God^  and  said  in 
our  hearts  J  My  power  and  the  might  of  mine  hand  hath 
gotten  me  this  wealth.  We  have  boasted  ourselves 
against  our  neighbours,  as  though  we  were  better 
than  they ;  we  have  taken  to  ourselves  the  credit 
and  glory  of  that  deliverance  which  we  owed  to  the 
Lord's  free  mercy.  Shall  I  not  visit  for  these  things^ 
saith  the  Lord^  and  shall  not  My  soul  he  avenged  on  such 
a  nation  as  this  ? 

fi.  We  have  abused  God's  gifts  by  covetousness, 
all  our  thoughts  have  been  of  buying  and  selling, 
and  getting  gain;  careless  of  the  result,  we  have 
rushed  eagerly  into  every  speculation  which  promised 
a  quick  and  large  profit;  and  too  many  of  us  have 
found  to  their  cost  what  reward  mammon  gives  his 
worshippers;  when  they  expected  their  harvest  of 
golden  fruit,  they  chewed  bitter  ashes ;  they  looked 
for  wealth  and  greatness,  and  found  nothing  but  pre- 
sent beggary  in  this  world,  and  a  heavy  account 
against  them  for  worldly-mindedness  and  covetous 
devices,  to  be  settled  with  their  Maker  by  a  bitter 
though  wholesome  repentance  in  this  world,  or  a 
severe  condemnation  in  the  next.  And  even  now, 
when  it  might  be  thought  our  own  experience  would 
have  shewn  us  the  vanity  and  sore  evil  of  riches 
kept  or  sought  without  regard  to  God's  glory  or  our 
brother's  good ;  even  now,  how  many  of  us  are  yet  in 
the  sight  of  God  and  His  angels  moiling  on  in  the 
same  den  of  care  and  disappointment,  making  hard 
times  an  excuse  for  hard  hearts,  and  utterly  unmind- 
ful of  that  fearful  curse,  which  of  old  was  denounced 
against  them  from  the  lips  of  Him  who  cannot  lie ; 
Woe  unto  you  that  are  rich^  for  ye  have  received  your 
consolation. 
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7.  But  if  any  man  take  to  himself  the  credit  of  not 
indulging  covetousness,  as  many  young  men  may  for 
want  of  inclination,  many  poor  men  from  want  of  op- 
portunity, let  him  not  therefore  make  sure  that  his 
eonduct  has  contributed  nothing  towards  swelling  the 
sum  of  his  country's  sin,  and  the  Almighty's  wrath. 
Extravagance,  or  a  wasteful  carelessness  about  money, 
is  to  the  full  as  ruinous,  and  as  fruitful  a  source  of 
God's  displeasure,  as  an  idolatrous  and  sordid  anxiety 
about  getting  and  keeping  it.  The  overladen  tables 
of  the  rich,  and  the  riotous  revellings  of  the  poor ; 
the  profligate  gambling  of  the  one  sex  in  their  di- 
versions, and  the  hardly  less  profligate  vanity  of  the 
other  in  their  apparel ;  these  and  a  thousand  more  such 
follies,  ripened  by  excess  and  indulgence  into  serious 
vices,  what  are  they  all,  but  so  many  ways  of  abusing 
the  good  gifts  of  Qod,  and  provoking  Him  to  take 
from  us  altogether  what  we  so  vilely  lavish.  You, 
my  brethren  of  the  poorer  sort,  must  account  your- 
selves especially,  and  more  than  any  other  class,  to 
blame  for  your  present  distress ;  for  you  have  chosen 
to  make  the  merciful  provision  of  the  law  of  the  land 
for  your  maintenance,  an  excuse  for  your  own  idle- 
ness and  imprudence;  and  because  you  knew  you 
should  not  be  left  to  starve  in  your  old  age,  you 
have,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  taken  no  pains  to 
lay  up  something  against  the  evil  day,  from  the  earn- 
ings of  your  youth  and  health ;  and  this,  although 
you  had  a  plain  commandment  before  you :  If  any 
man  provide  not  for  his  own^  and  especially  for  those  of 
his  own  house^  he  hath  denied  the  faith^  and  is  worse 
than  an  infidel.  Not  one  of  you,  my  brethren,  except 
he  can  truly  say  that  he  hath  never  spent  money 
which  he  ought  to  have  saved,  nor  idled  away  time 
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which  he  ought  to  have  improved,  not  one  of  you  but 
must  allow  himself  to  be  in  some  measure  the  direct 
cause  of  his  country's  embarrassment,  and  his  own 
distress.  The  land  was  fruitful  to  him  in  vain,  be- 
cause he  would  not  lay  up  of  its  fruits  against  a  time 
of  barrenness. 

S.  We  have  abused  God's  gifts  by  our  brutish  in- 
temperance. This  is  accounted  by  some  the  peculiar 
reproach  of  our  land,  and  a  most  shameful  reproach 
it  is  for  a  country  blessed  above  most  with  the  light 
of  the  Gospel,  and  with  high  objects  of  thought  and 
pursuit ;  but,  alas,  our  eyes  and  ears  are  daily  com- 
pelled to  bear  witness  that  in  this  respect  also  our 
vine  is  the  vine  of  Sodom,  and  our  grapes  are  of  the 
clusters  of  Gomorrah ;  God  grant  a  timely,  an  uni- 
versal, an  entire  repentance,  may  save  us  from  tasting 
to  the  full  the  curse  which  Isaiah  pronounced  of  old 
against  the  drunkards  of  Judah,  Woe  to  them  that  rise 
up  early  in  the  morning  that  they  may  follow  strong 
drinky  that  continue  until  nighty  till  wine  inflame  them. 

€.  We  have  abused  God's  gifts  yet  more  shame- 
fully by  another  sin,  too  abominable  to  be  here 
named  were  it  not  that  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  will 
not  withdraw  themselves  for  our  false  shame,  neither 
will  blushing  stay  the  thunderbolt.  We  call  our- 
selves a  Christian  nation;  a  Christian  nation  should 
be  pure  in  heart,  undefiled  in  the  way,  walking  in 
the  law  of  the  Lord ;  but  as  for  us  om:  abominations 
stare  us  in  the  face,  our  uncleannesses  no  more  hide 
their  heads  and  walk  like  a  foul  and  loathsome  pesti- 
lence in  the  darkness,  but  are  become  a  rank  sick- 
ness, destroying  souls  in  the  noonday;  our  streets 
are  full  of  children,  for  whose  parents  better,  far 
better  had  it  been,  that  they  had  never  been  bom; 
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the  holy  mystery  of  marriage  is  profaned,  the  sacred 
name  of  chastity  scoffed  at  or  forgotten,  and  yet  the 
sinner  walks  about  in  the  sight  of  the  world,  and 
no  man  shrinks  from  his  touch:  he  with  whom  the 
first  and  best  Christians  would  have  esteemed  it  un- 
lawful so  much  as  to  eat.  As  for  the  crime  itself  it 
is  lightly  spoken  of,  and  that  to  which  God  hath 
given  the  first  place  in  the  list  of  the  inhabiters  of 
hell,  is  smiled  at  as  a  matter  of  course,  yea,  even  by 
decent,  sober,  and  generally  religious  people.  This 
is  that  sin  of  our  age  and  nation  which  is  even  now 
written  with  a  pen  of  iron  and  the  point  of  a  diamond 
in  the  records  of  eternity,  to  the  everlasting  perdition 
of  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  precious  souls, 
for  whom  Christ  spent  His  dearest  heart's  blood. 
There  are  who  call,  yea,  believe  themselves  Chris- 
tians, and  hope  to  be  saved  through  Christ,  though 
they  have  yet  this  guilt  upon  their  heads ;  as  if  the 
Christian  hope  could  be  in  any  man,  who  doth  not 
purify  himself  as  Christ  is  pure;  as  if  our  Saviour 
had  ever  promised  the  sight  of  God  to  any  but  the 
pure  in  heart;  as  if  St. Paul  had  never  given  this 
warning.  Be  not  deceived ;  neither  fornicators^  nor  ido- 
laterSy  nor  adulterers^  nor  effeminate^  .  .  .  shaU  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

But  I  am  wandering  from  my  purpose,  which  was 
to  set  forth,  not  the  terrors  of  the  next  world,  but  of 
this.  I  say  then,  my  brethren,  that  the  blood  of 
those  many  souls  who  are  perishing  for  ever  through 
uncleanness  in  this  land  of  ours,  must  needs  cling 
to  its  soil,  and  cry  aloud  to  heaven  for  vengeance 
upon  it;  and  vengeance  will  come,  doubt  it  not,  it 
will  come  sooner  or  later,  and  will  not  spare,  if  it  be 
not  stayed  by  a  mighty  sorrow,  a  true  humiliation,  an 
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effectual  amendment.  And  oh  that  that  necessary- 
work  may  not  prove  already  too  late  to  save  the  land 
from  famine !  Oh  that  some  prevailing  prayer,  some 
fast  such  as  God  hath  chosen  might  be  found  out, 
able,  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  cast  out  the 
tmclean  spirit,  which  hath  entered  in  and  dwelleth 
in  our  country  !  Did  we  not  know  that  with  God  all 
things  are  possible,  many  signs  in  these  present  times 
might  give  us  good  cause  to  fear,  lest  that  most  in- 
curable of  His  judgments  should  be  even  now  coming 
upon  us,  which  is  described  in  the  following  verse  of 
Jeremiah :  Were  they  ashamed  when  they  had  committed 
abomination  ?  Nay^  they  were  not  at  all  ashamed^  neither 
could  they  blush ;  therefore  shall  they  fall  among  them 
that  fall ;  in  the  time  of  their  visitation  they  shall 
he  cast  dovm^  saith  the  Lord.  I  will  surely  consume 
them^  saith  the  Lordy  there  shall  be  no  grapes  on  the 
vinCy  nor  figs  on  the  fig-tree^  and  the  leaf  shall  fade^ 
and  the  things  that  I  have  given  them  shall  pass  away 
from  them. 

K'  Lastly;  we  have  abused  the  good  gifts  of  God 
to  be  an  occasion  of  malice  and  grudging,  of  railing 
and  slander,  of  strife  and  envying.  We  have  loved 
pride  better  than  peace,  we  have  not  been  contented 
to  be  rich,  or  wise,  or  knowing,  or  otherwise  pros- 
perous, except  we  could  shew  ourselves  richer,  wiser, 
more  knowing,  more  prosperous,  than  our  neighbour, 
and  that  at  his  expense.  We  have  thought,  many  of 
us,  to  win  and  keep  a  high  place  in  the  world^s 
opinion,  by  pursuing  trifling  losses  and  little  slights 
with  a  great  revenge,  till  we  had  blown  them  up  with 
our  own  breath  into  an  intolerable  evil;  we  have 
spent  the  money  which  God  gave  us  for  our  families 
and  the  poor,  in  buying  means  to  vex  some  fellow- 
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Christian ;  the  precious  time  which  should  have  been 
employed  in  working  out  our  salvation,  and  the  pre- 
oious  thoughts  which  should  have  been  set  upon 
things  above,  we  have  thrown  away  and  misspent  for 
over  upon  plots  of  malice,  rash  judgments,  evil-speak- 
ing, and  all  uncharitableness.  But  let  us  hearken  to 
the  reproof  of  the  Apostle:  TFhereas  there  is  among 
you  envying^  and  strife^  and  divisions^  are  ye  not  car- 
nal? Let  us  hearken  to  his  counsel  also;  he  is 
speaking  to  those  Corinthians  who  were  going  to 
law  together :  Why^  saith  he,  do  ye  not  rather  take 
wrong?  why  do  ye  not  rather  suffer  yourselves  to  he 
defrauded?  know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  shall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  So  shall  we  bring  peace 
to  our  souls,  and  a  blessing  on  our  ways;  so  should 
we  do  our  part  towards  wiping  off  the  reproach  of  our 
country,  and  staying  the  sword  of  the  destroying 
angel,  which,  for  aught  we  know,  may  be  even  now 
stretched  out,  to  smite  her  with  famine  and  pesti- 
lence, for  the  pride  and  maliciousness  of  her  children. 
I  might  mention  other  crimes,  so  common  at  this 
day,  that  they  might  almost  be  reckoned  national 
sins ;  as  the  shameless  neglect  of  the  Holy  Sacrament, 
the  discontented  murmurs  of  the  poor  against  the 
rich,  the  carelessness  of  the  rich  about  the  souls  of 
the  poor,  but  the  time  would  fail  me ;  and  methinks 
that  first  leaf  of  the  roll  of  our  deadly  sins  which 
hath  been  already  unfolded  before  you,  is  written  full 
enough,  within  and  without,  with  lamentation,  and 
mourning,  and  woe  for  us :  contains  enough  in  it  alone 
to  shew  how  great  reason  we  have  to  tremble  at  the 
denunciation  in  my  text :  A  fruitful  land  maketh  He 
barren^  for  the  wickedness  of  them  that  dwell  therein. 
Pride,  covetousness,  extravagance,  drunkenness,  un* 
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cleanness,  maliciousness,  for  which,  if  wo  would 
escape  the  arrows  of  God's  wrath  now  and  here- 
after, we  are  bound  to  humble  ourselves  day  and 
night  before  Him,  in  our  own  behalf  and  in  behalf 
of  this  whole  nation ;  these  are  the  accursed  things 
which  must  in  any  wise  be  put  away  out  of  the 
camp  of  Israel. 

And  let  no  man  say,  ^  It  is  true,  these  things  are 
the  causes  of  danger,  and  if  the  whole  nation  would 
reform  I  would  reform  too;  but  what  matters  one 
sinner  more  or  less  in  bringing  down  or  staying  the 
judgment  of  heaven  upon  so  large  a  kingdom  as  this  ?' 
My  brethren,  one  sinner  more  or  less  might  have 
made  a  great  dijSerence  in  the  case  of  Sodom,  in  the 
day  when  God  promised  to  spare  it  if  he  found  but 
ten  righteous  persons  there.  And  how  knowest  thou, 
if  thy  repentance  be  not  just  what  is  wanted  to  com- 
plete the  number,  for  the  sake  of  which  God  may 
forbear  to  send  a  famine  upon  this  land  ?  Wherefore, 
if  thou  wouldst  fain  escape  that  which  nature  above 
all  things  fears  and  loathes ;  if  thou  wouldst  not  be 
cursed  in  the  city,  and  cursed  in  the  field,  cursed  in 
thy  basket  and  thy  store,  cursed  in  the  fruit  of  thy 
body,  and  the  fruit  of  thy  land,  the  increase  of  thy 
kine,  and  the  flocks  of  thy  sheep:  if  thou  wouldst 
not  be  cursed  when  thou  comest  in,  and  cursed  when 
thou  goest  out,  if  thou  wouldest  not  have  thy  little 
ones  to  perish  upon  thy  knees  with  hunger  and  thirst, 
and  thou  thyself  left  desolate,  friendless,  and  godless, 
to  pass  through  the  land,  hardly  bestead  and  hungry, 
then  make  haste  and  turn  thee  from  all  those  evil 
ways  to  which  these  things  arc  threatened.  And  then 
fear  not,  though  dearth  or  any  other  judgment  come 
upon  the  country  for  its  sins,  thou  wilt  be  saved  from 
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its  worst  effects.  Food  and  raiment,  as  far  as  is  ne- 
cessary, thou  wilt  never  want,  so  long  as  it  is  good 
for  thee  to  live,  for  so  much  God  hath  promised  to  His 
elect :  thou  wilt  be  free  from  the  worst  of  famines, 
the  famine  of  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  and  if  thou  suffer 
with  the  wicked  for  a  short  time  in  this  vale  of 
misery,  it  is  but  in  order  to  thy  reigning  with  the 
righteous  in  higher  glory,  when  thou  shalt  come  to 
the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  House,  the  Heavenly  Je- 
rusalem, where  all  they  shall  be  admitted  to  dwell, 
who  have  come  out  of  great  tribulation^  and  have  wasJied 
their  rohes^  and  made  them  white  in  tJie  blood  of  the 
Lamb. 

To  which  blessed  estate  God  of  His  infinite  mercy 
bring  us  all,  through  Jesus  Christ. 


Eastleach, 
June  15,  1817. 
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ST.  LUKE  xix.  41,  42. 

Kai  &9  fjyycaev,  lSa}v  ttji/  ttoXiv,  cKkavaev  eir*  aur^j  Xeytov, 
On  el  eyuta9  koX  aif,  Kai  ye  iv  rfj  rjfJ^epa  aov  ravrpt  ra  Trpo^ 
€bpi]vrjv  aov'  vvv  he  eKpufir)  airb  d<f>0a\/Ma)p  aov. 

"  And  when  Se  was  come  near,  Se  beheld  the  city,  and 
wept  over  it,  saying.  If  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  at  least 
in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace ;  but 
now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes" 

T^HEEE  are  few  errors  more  common,  or  more 
deadly,  than  that  of  imagining  that  it  is  in  our 
power  to  repent  whenever  we  wilL  *  It  is  never  too 
late :  while  there  is  life  there  is  hope.'  *  My  condi- 
tion will  not  be  desperate,  if  I  do  give  way  to  this 
one  temptation ;  for  I  mean  to  live  and  repent  of  it.' 
Thus  the  man  deceives  himself,  and  the  sin  is  com- 
mitted without  farther  scruple. 

But  if  this  argument  was  a  good  one  yesterday,  it 
is  a  good  one  to-day,  and  will  be  so  to-morrow ;  and 
the  temptation  will  certainly  not  be  less.  There  is 
therefore  every  chance  of  the  sin  being  repeated  and 
heightened,  and  so  on  even  till  death  come  upon  us, 
and  cut  us  off  in  the  midst  of  good  resolutions  and 
bad  performances.  This  is  exceedingly  natural,  and 
experience  too  sadly  shews  that  it  is  exceedingly 
common. 

Now  when  we  see  and  feel  nothing  but  mischief 
flowing  from  a  particular  opinion,  it  is  enough  to  set 
us  upon  examining  that  opinion  again,  if  haply  by 


118  SERMON   X. 


any  means  we  may  find  that  what  we  took  for  the 
voice  of  God  was  a  mere  whisper  of  the  Devil,  or  one 
of  the  manifold  deceitfulnesses  of  our  own  heart.  Ac- 
cordingly, it  behoves  us  to  consider  a  little  more  accu- 
rately this  proposition,  unquestionable  as  we  are  apt 
to  deem  it ;  That  if  God  spares  our  life,  we  are  sure 
of  an  opportunity  of  repentance.  I  purpose  to  attempt 
convincing  you,  1.  From  the  nature  of  repentance, 
that  this  is  very  improbable.  2.  From  the  ex- 
press authority  of  the  word  of  God,  that  it  is  posi- 
tively false. 

1.  From  the  nature  of  repentance,  it  is  very  un- 
likely that  we  should  have  it  in  our  power  to  repent 
as  late  as  we  will.  Let  us  take  that  account  of  it 
which  our  Lord  gives  us  in  the  text.  Eepentance  is 
knowing  the  things  which  belong  unto  our  peace  ;  know- 
ing, that  is,  with  a  hearty  and  practical  knowledge, 
for  our  Lord  would  not  so  passionately  have  wished 
His  brethren  after  the  flesh  a  mere  dead  faith,  which 
might  only  have  increased  their  condemnation.  And 
since  among  the  Jews  the  word  *  peace'  was  taken  for 
the  sum  of  what  is  required  to  make  one  happy,  the 
things  which  "belong,"  (or,  as  is  perhaps  the  more 
exact  interpretation,)  "which  conduce  to  the  peace" 
of  any  person  must  mean  the  methods  through  which, 
and  conditions  upon  which,  he  may  best  ensure  his 
own  final  happiness.  Put  both  together,  and  to  know 
the  things  which  belong  unto  our  peace,  will  mean  no 
barren  or  ineffectual  knowledge,  no  power  of  quoting 
Scriptures,  or  saying  Catechisms  by  rote,  but  a  real, 
hearty,  practical  sense  of  what  God  has  done  for  us, 
and  what  we  must  do  for  His  sake ;  a  sincere  acknow- 
ledgment both  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  and  that 
in  some  considerable  portion  of  our  lives,  that  we  are 
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miserable  sinners  before  God,  and  can  only  hope  to  be 
saved  by  the  reconciling  blood  of  His  Son,  through 
the  graces  of  His  sanctifying  Spirit.  This,  my  bre- 
thren, is  Christian  repentance,  namely,  to  cease  to  do 
evil,  and  learn  to  do  well  for  Christ's  sake,  and  by 
the  assistance  of  His  Holy  Spirit  blessing  the  ordi- 
nances of  Christian  religion.  Nothing  short  of  this 
can  with  any  safety  be  trusted  to  as  likely  at  all 
to  avail  us  in  the  hour  of  death,  or  the  day  of 
judgment. 

Now  certainly  if  we  consider  things  as  they  are  in 
nature,  and  without  immediate  reference  to  the  mira- 
cles of  grace,  we  shall  see  no  reason  to  think  so  great 
a  change  as  this  always  in  our  own  power.  Consider 
the  overbearing  force  of  habit,  even  in  the  slightest 
and  most  indifferent  things.  Use  yourself  to  any  par- 
ticular gesture,  any  motion  of  the  hands,  or  body,  or 
feature,  for  a  very  few  years,  and  you  will  feel  such 
a  propensity  for  repeating  it  as  is  many  times  abso- 
lutely incurable.  It  may  be  questioned  whether  every 
one  of  us  be  not  marked  by  some  peculiarity  of  this 
kind,  perfectly  indifferent  and  accidental  at  first,  but 
of  which  he  could  now  no  more  rid  himself  than  he 
could  add  a  cubit,  or  a  hair's  breadth,  to  his  stature, 
though  it  were  to  save  his  estate,  his  life,  or  his  soul. 
If  then  we  be  not  able  to  do  that  thing  which  is  least, 
how  can  we  expect  that  it  should  be  always  in  our 
power  to  do  what  is  hardest  ?  to  change  the  whole 
course  of  our  lives  from  vice  to  goodness,  from  un- 
godliness to  Christianity?  and  that,  when  the  habit 
to  be  overcome  is  by  no  means  indifferent  to  us  of 
itself,  but  too  strongly  riveted  in  us  by  our  ever 
active  spiritual  enemies  ?  That  which  becomes  every 
day  more  and  more  difficult,  how  can  you  be  sure 
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that  it  will  not  in  the  end  prove  absolutely  impos- 
sible ?  at  least,  the  chances  against  it  are  continually 
increasing.  Look,  for  instance,  at  the  habitual 
dmnkard.  Does  he  naturally  and  of  course  wean 
himself  from  his  beastly  and  sottish  pleasures  as  he 
grows  older?  Does  he  not  on  the  contrary  grow 
more  and  more  lost  and  dead  to  all  godly  and  whole- 
some thoughts  ?  Is  not  every  day's  debauch  one 
step  more  in  the  art  of  forgetting  and  the  work  of 
ruining  himself  both  body  and  soul,  till  at  last  his 
poison  becomes  his  nourishment,  and  he  feels  as  if  he 
could  not  live  a  day  without  doing  that  which  will 
destroy  him  for  ever  ?  Or  take  if  you  will  a  different 
sort  of  example.  Look  at  the  covetous  and  worldly- 
minded  man.  Does  he  grow  less  intense  in  his  love 
of  wealth,  less  distracted  with  the  cares  of  getting 
and  keeping  it,  as  the  time  draws  nearer  in  which 
he  will  assuredly  lose  it  for  ever,  and  all  relish  for 
it  ?  Is  it  not  on  the  other  hand  generally  observed, 
that  misers  grow  more  miserly  as  they  grow  older? 
that  the  workings  of  their  minds  are  like  those  of 
moles,  burying  them  deeper  in  mud  and  darkness 
the  longer  they  are  continued  ?  These  two  instances, 
the  drunkard  and  the  covetous,  may  suflGlce  to  shew 
that  there  is  no  encouragement  in  the  natural  course 
of  things  for  a  man's  putting  off  repentance  on  the 
plea  that  it  will  be  always  in  his  power.  And  there 
ought  to  be  some  very  express  and  unlimited  pro- 
mises of  Almighty  God  before  a  sinner  can  dare  look 
for  such  a  miracle  of  grace  to  be  wrought  in  him  at 
all.  But  never  yet  could  I  find  any  man,  though  he 
were  never  so  desirous  of  finding  out  an  excuse  for  still 
abiding  in  sin,  never  yet  could  I  find  any  man  who 
could  bring  forward  such  a  promise  as  this ;  that  let 
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him  put  away  the  message  of  reconciliation  as  often, 
and  with  as  much  contempt  as  he  chooseth,  God  will 
still  go  on  renewing  it,  and  never  will  withdraw  His 
grace  finally  till  the  hour  of  death.  On  the  contrary, 
the  whole  tenor  of  Scripture  seems  to  warrant  us  in 
affirming,  that  to  every  person  within  the  sound  of 
the  Gospel  and  the  reach  of  the  means  of  grace  there 
is  an  appointed  time  and  opportunity  of  repentance, 
after  which  it  will  be  too  late ;  that  we  are  not  only 
uncertain  how  long  we  shall  live,  but  even  supposing 
we  do  live,  how  long  we  shall  have  it  in  our  power  to 
work  out  our  own  salvation ;  for  God's  Spirit  will  not 
always  strive  with  man,  but  will  sometimes  forsake 
him  utterly  and  give  him  over  to  final  impenitence 
and  hardness  of  heart  even  before  his  death.  In 
proof  of  this  awful  doctrine  I  bring  forward  the 
highest  authority,  that  of  the  Son  of  God  Himself; 
the  most  signal  instance,  that  of  the  whole  Church 
and  people  of  the  Jews;  the  most  express,  solemn, 
and  affecting  admonition,  that  of  the  text,  spoken  more- 
over on  the  most  public  and  interesting  occasion. 

Our  Saviour  being  about  to  make  what  He  had 
hitherto  studiously  avoided,  an  open  declaration  of 
His  divine  power  and  dignity,  by  entering  into  Jeru- 
salem amidst  the  praises  and  hosannas  of  His  dis- 
ciples, was  now  come  to  the  descent  of  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  from  which  He  had  a  prospect  of  the  city  and 
temple,  richly  adorned  with  goodly  stones  and.  gifts, 
looking  as  if  they  would  stand  for  ever.  And  while 
He  was  surrounded  by  those  universal  shouts  of  glad- 
ness and  congratulation,  the  meek  and  merciful  Son 
of  David  was  so  moved  at  the  thought  of  what  Sion 
was  now,  and  what  she  would  soon  be  through  her 
own  hardness  of  heart,  that  He  shed  tears  over  her ; 
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and  well  did  it  beseem  the  King  of  Sufferings  to  weep 
as  He  looked  upon  His  capital  city,  but  it  was  not  for 
Himself  that  He  wept,  though  He  foresaw  perfectly 
what  He  was  to  suffer  there,  but  for  her  and  her 
children,  who  He  knew  would  so  obstinately  refuse 
to  be  the  better  for  His  sufferings.  This  was  His 
affectionate  and  charitable  lamentation :  If  thou  hadst 
known^  even  thoUj  at  least  in  this  thy  day^  the  things  that 
belong  unto  thy  peace  !  hut  now  they  are  hid  from  thine 
eyes.  For  the  days  shall  come  upon  thee^  that  thine 
enemies  shall  cast  a  trench  about  fhee^  and  compass  thee 
roundj  and  keep  thee  in  on  every  side^  and  shall  lay  thee 
even  with  the  ground^  and  thy  children  within  thee^  and 
they  shall  not  leave  in  thee  one  stone  upon  another ;  be- 
cause thou  knewest  not  the  time  of  thy  visitation. 

It  appears  from  this  passage,  that  there  was  a  time 
fixed  in  the  counsels  of  the  Almighty,  beyond  which 
the  invitation  to  Gospel  mercy  and  forgiveness  should 
no  longer  be  offered  to  Jerusalem,  called  here  her 
day,  and  the  time  of  her  visitation,  and  in  St.  Paul 
the  accepted  time,  the  day  of  salvation ;  which  when 
she  had  suffered  once  to  pass  without  turning  it  to 
her  advantage,  the  things  which  belong  unto  her 
peace  should  be  for  ever  hid  from  her  eyes. 

It  does  indeed  seem  hard  to  conceive  how  with 
such  miracles  daily  wrought  among  them,  such  a  doc- 
trine so  divinely  preached  and  so  perfectly  practised, 
and  such  prophecies  so  exactly  fulfilled,  they  should 
still  persist  in  their  wilful  blindness.  That  day  above 
all  others  seemed  certain  to  force  upon  Jerusalem, 
though  late,  the  consideration  of  the  things  which 
belonged  unto  her  peace,  in  which  the  divine  power 
of  Jesus  broke  through  the  cloud,  and  was  witnessed 
by  heaven  and  earth,  by  the  voice  of  God  the  Father, 
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and  the  hosannas  of  the  children  of  Israel ;  by  the 
blind  and  the  lame  whom  He  healed  in  the  Temple, 
and  by  the  profane  whom  He  cast  out  from  thence; 
by  the  holy  prophets  likewise,  David  and  Zachariah, 
whose  sayings  He  did  so  exactly  fulfil,  riding  into 
Jerusalem  on  a  young  ass,  and  receiving  the  saluta- 
tion appointed  for  the  Messiah:  Blessed  is  He  that 
cometh  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord.  All  this,  one  should 
expect,  might  have  availed  to  open  the  eyes  even  of 
those  Pharisees  who  were  blind  and  said,  *  We  see ;' 
but  their  sin  remained,  they  were  yet  earthly-minded, 
and  would  not  admit  a  lowly,  a  pure,  a  spiritual  Sa- 
viour, as  saith  St.  John :  Thotigh  He  had  done  so  many 
miracles  before  them^  yet  they  believed  Him  not ;  that 
the  saying  of  Esaias  the  prophet  might  be  fulfilled  which 
he  spake^  Lord^  who  hath  believed  our  report?  and  to 
whom  hath  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed  ?  Therefore 
they  could  not  believe,  because  that  Esaias  saith  again : 
He  hath  blinded  their  eyes^  and  hardened  their  heart; 
that  they  should  not  see  with  their  eyes^  nor  understand 
with  their  hearty  and  be  converted^  and  I  should  heal 
them.  In  other  words,  the  things  which  belonged 
unto  their  peace,  as  they  were  now  by  their  own 
fault,  so  they  were  soon  to  be  by  God's  judgment, 
hid  from  their  eyes.  They  rejected  and  crucified  His 
Son,  yet  He  gave  them  one  trial  more,  by  raising 
Him  from  the  dead  and  sending  His  Spirit  from 
heaven.  But  when  that  highest  condescension  failed 
to  move  them,  and  they  blasphemed  against  the  Holy 
Ghost  also,  then  their  condemnation  was  sealed ;  they 
could  no  longer  repent  nor  be  saved,  but  were  allowed 
to  go  on  filling  up  the  measure  of  their  sins  till  the 
wrath  came  upon  them  to  the  uttermost. 

Are  we,  my  brethren,  more  in  God's  favour  than 
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His  chosen  people  were,  the  seed  of  Abraham,  the 
inheritors  of  the  promises,  the  keepers  of  the  oracles 
of  God?  What  reason  can  we  have  to  expect  that 
our  day  of  visitation,  the  time  appointed  for  us  to 
believe  and  repent  in,  is  not  limited  and  marked  out 
in  the  book  of  God's  providence  as  surely  as  that  of 
Jerusalem?  Yet  many  of  us,  since  our  baptismal 
calling,  have  already  passed  more  than  the  forty  years 
of  her  trial,  and  alas,  we  are  still  unbelieving  and  im- 
penitent; at  least  if  unholy  living  and  neglect  of 
grace  can  prove  us  such.  Let  us  fear,  lest  so  great 
and  glorious  promises  being  left  us,  any  of  us  should 
seem  to  come  short  of  them.  For  unto  us  is  the 
Gospel  preached  as  well  as  unto  them,  but  the  word 
spoken  did  not  profit  them,  not  being  mixed  with 
faith  in  them  that  heard  it.  And  we  have  much 
cause  to  think,  that  long  continuance  in  being  Chris- 
tians without  Christianity  may  have  brought  some  of 
us  nearly  into  such  a  state,  as  renders  it  impossible 
for  us  to  have  that  faith;  impossible  for  even  God 
Himself,  consistently  with  His  own  truth  and  wis- 
dom, to  have  any  longer  mercy  upon  us.  For  al- 
though His  goodness  be  infinite,  and  He  would  not 
that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to 
repentance,  yet  is  His  justice  infinite  also,  and  He 
will  not  break  the  rules  which  He  hath  vouchsafed  to 
set  Himself  in  His  dealings  with  us,  no,  not  to  save 
a  soul,  no  not  to  meet  the  wishes  and  dry  the  tears 
of  ffis  only-begotten  Son.  Never  was  a  more  over- 
powering instance  than  that  in  the  text  either  of 
God's  hatred  of  sin,  or  of  Christ's  love  of  sinners, 
Jerusalem  refuses  to  be  within  the  covenant,  and  all 
that  even  the  Bedeemer  of  mankind  can  do  for  her  is 
to  weep  and  lament.    She  will  not  be  plucked  out  of 
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the  burning,  and  not  Christ  Himself,  though  it  go 
to  his  heart  to  lose  her,  not  Christ  Himself  will  rescue 
her  against  her  will. 

He  who  does  not  tremble  at  this  word  of  the  Lord 
must  have  a  heart  harder  than  flint,  both  for  himself 
and  for  his  sinful  brethren.  But  if  we  want  anything 
to  bring  it  nearer  home,  let  us  look  into  those  solemn 
admonitions  of  ,the  apostolical  epistles,  particularly 
those  to  the  Corinthians  and  Hebrews,  in  which  we 
are  too  plainly  warned  that  a  like  sort  of  persons, 
and  a  like  sore  judgment  upon  them,  were  even  then 
to  be  found,  and  might  always  be  expected  in  the 
number  of  self-called  Christians  also :  men  who  would 
receive  the  grace  of  God  in  vain,  who  would  not  con- 
sider that  now,  this  very  moment,  the  time  in  which 
they  are  actually  within  hearing  of  the  Gospel,  now, 
and  no  other,  is  the  accepted  time,  now,  and  never 
besides,  is  the  day  of  salvation :  men  who  shall  neg- 
lect the  great  salvation  which  hath  begun  to  be 
taught  them  of  the  Lord  in  baptism,  and  confirmed  to 
them  by  those  who  had  heard  Him,  by  the  Scriptures 
and  the  Church  Apostolical,  through  the  whole  course 
of  their  lives,  and  should  thereby  fall  away  so  that  it 
should  be  impossible  to  renew  them  unto  repentance, 
seeing  they  would  have  crucified  unto  themselves  the 
Son  of  God  afresh,  and  put  Him  to  an  open  shame. 
I  say  the  Scripture  is  full  of  warnings  against  such 
a  state  of  mind  as  this ;  and  yet  how  many  thousands 
of  us  go  blindly  sinning  on,  confident  that  they 
shall  live  to  repent  and  amend,  whereas  they  can- 
not tell  but  the  very  next  wilful  sin  they  commit, 
God  may  give  them  up,  and  His  Spirit  leave  them, 
and  their  damnation  be  sealed,  even  in  this  world, 
for  ever. 
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Some  there  are  whom  prosperity  ruins,  who  flatter 
and  strengthen  themselves  in  their  wickedness,  be- 
cause they  have  no  temporal  scourge  to  wean  them 
from  the  world  and  its  vain  delights.  These  are  like 
the  sinners  before  the  Flood,  of  whom  God  said,  My 
Spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with  man,  for  that  he 
also  is  flesh,  yet  his  days  shall  be  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years.  That  is,  I  will  not  spare  him  for  ever 
in  consideration  of  his  infirmity,  though  I  well  know 
how  great  that  is ;  a  time  will  come  when  it  will  not 
be  consistent  with  My  eternal  justice  to  bear  with 
him  and  invite  him  to  repentance  any  longer.  After 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years  his  day  will  be  past, 
and  My  day,  the  day  of  the  Lord,  the-  day  of  ven- 
geance, will  begin.  Such  were  the  secret  counsels  of 
the  Almighty,  while  those  ungodly  men  were  going 
on,  many  indeed  in  presumptuous  and  avowed  de- 
fiance of  Him;  but  others  probably  in  an  empty 
mouth-service,  and  fiattering  of  themselves  that  they 
should  yet  live  to  repent,  and  all  would  be  well ;  but 
for  the  present  they  thought  themselves  at  liberty 
to  mind  the  things  of  this  world  only ;  they  did  eat, 
they  drank,  they  married  wives,  they  were  given  in 
marriage,  till  the  day  that  Noe  entered  into  the  ark, 
and  the  fiood  came  and  destroyed  them  all. 

There  is  another  sort  of  men  who  are  apt  to  think 
better  of  themselves,  and  of  whom  the  world  is  apt  to 
think  far  better  than  of  the  last ;  I  mean  those  who 
are  hardened,  not  by  continual  prosperity,  but  by 
a  course  of  hollow  seeming  repentances,  upon  being 
visited  by  God's  judgments.  Their  case  seems  to  be 
represented  in  Scripture  by  that  of  Pharaoh,  whose 
heart  God  hardened,  or  suffered  to  harden  itself,  by 
so  often  raising  him  up,  after  His  irresistible  judg- 
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ments  had  brought  him  to  an  insincere  and  servile 
profession  of  amendment.  And  alas,  how  common 
a  case  is  it  amongst  ourselves !  How  many  of  us  are 
in  the  habit  of  calling  upon  Christ  our  Intercessor, 
when  any  plague  comes  upon  us,  Intreat  the  Lord^ 
for  it  is  enough;  and  yet  the  moment  His  hand  is 
taken  oflf,  we  return  to  our  sins  like  the  dog  to  his 
vomit,  and  take  occasion  to  harden  ourselves  in  ini- 
quity from  the  goodness  of  God,  which  was  intended 
to  lead  us  unto  repentance.  But  wot  ye  not,  0  ye 
fearful  and  unbelieving  souls,  what  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth  said  of  that  wicked  king,  in  whose  steps  ye 
too  closely  tread  ?  Tet  will  I  bring  one  more  plague 
upon  Pharaoh^  and  upon  Egypt ;  and  afterwards  he 
will  let  you  go  hence :  and  I  will  harden  his  hearty  and 
he  shall  follow  after  them.  The  day  of  grace  is  fast 
passing  away,  the  mercy  of  God's  judgments  hath 
been  too  long  abused  by  you.  Repent,  repent,  or 
ever  He  strike  again,  lest  the  next  stroke  be  unto 
reprobation  and  death  everlasting. 

These  two  instances  I  have  brought  out  of  an 
infinite  number  which  might  have  been  laid  before 
you,  to  establish  beyond  all  doubt  the  awful  doctrine 
of  which  the  words  of  my  text  seem  intended  to  warn 
us,  that  although  God  gives  every  one  a  day  of  grace, 
yet  that  day  will  not  last  for  ever,  nor  are  we  certain 
that  it  will  last  all  our  lives,  seeing  that  both  the  na- 
tural tendency  of  man  and  the  course  of  the  divine 
judgments  is  such  as  to  bring  those  who  are  obsti- 
nately deaf  to  the  calls  of  Christ  into  a  state  which 
makes  it  impossible  for  them  to  repent. 

A  miserable  condition,  indeed,  and  the  likest  hell 
of  any  that  this  world  can  shew.  For  this  is  the  very 
condition  of  devils,  to  believe  and  tremble,  and  yet  to 
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be  ut^ver  the  better,  never  the  nearer  God  for  all  their 
Dedth  and  fear. 

We  are  apt,  when  we  hear  such  warnings  as  these, 
to  bless  oui*selves,  that  such  is  not  our  own  case. 
But  if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  Word  of  God,  there 
iik  great  reason  to  fear  that  very  many,  I  had  almost 
^id  the  greater  part  of  us,  are  hurrying  on  in  a  way 
which  can  have  no  other  end.  Indeed,  my  brethren, 
it  is  high  time  we  should  rouse  ourselves  and  look 
about  us.  For  our  case  is  not  that  of  those  who  are 
unavoidably  ignorant,  we  are  not  of  the  heathen,  to 
whom  Christ's  word  never  came ;  we  have  the  Gospel 
among  us,  and  if  we  will  in  earnest  attend  to  it  we 
may. yet  make  our  salvation  sure,  by  the  mercy  of 
God  for  Christ's  sake. 


Eastleach, 
Au^.  2,  1818. 
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EZEKIEL  ii.  5. 


man  "nn  n>n  ^s  s^V^ttt-dwi  ^rnttr-QM  rvsm 

IT        ;  r  r  •  r        •  :  r: 

"  -4nd  /Aey,  whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  vnll 
forbear,  {for  they  are  a  rebellious  house,)  yet  shall  know  that 
there  hath  been  a  Prophet  among  them** 

TIE  that  shall  seriously  consider,  what  pains  God 
Almighty  takes  daily  to  recall  sinners  from  the 
error  of  their  ways,  sometimes  by  sending  afflictions 
upon  them,  sometimes  by  sudden  and  unforeseen 
mercies,  causing  them  to  hear  His  Gospel  read  and 
preached,  throwing  good  books  and  good  examples  in 
their  way,  setting  before  their  eyes  His  sore  judg- 
ments upon  the  wicked,  and  his  wonderful  and  gra- 
cious care  over  all  such  as  diligently  seek  Him:  he 
who  shall  lay  all  this  to  heart,  and  shall  after  that 
take  notice  how  little  effect  is,  apparently,  produced 
by  all  this ;  how  few  seem  to  be  indeed  turned  to  the 
care  of  their  own  souls,  by  this  great  care  of  their 
heavenly  Father,  may  in  his  first  astonishment  be 
tempted  to  ask,  *Doth  God  do  so  much  in  vain? 
Doth  His  Word  return  unto  Him  void,  which  is  gone 
out  of  His  mouth?' 

But  if  we  be  honest  Christians,  we  may  soon  find 
wherewith  to  confirm  our  faith,  and  to  comfort  our- 
selves effectually,  even  in  this,  the  most  distressing 
to  a  religious  eye  of  all  sights  under  the  sun.  For,  on 
looking  into  Holy  Scripture,  we  shall  presently  see, 
that  this  case,  namely,  ^the  case  of  people  holding 
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out  against  all  the  means,  that  God  Himself  vouch- 
safes to  use  in  order  to  make  them  repent,'  is  con- 
tinually provided  for  therein.  It  is  supposed,  through- 
out the  Bible,  that  wherever  the  Gospel  is  preached, 
there  will  always  be  found  many  men  so  completely 
blinded  by  their  sins,  as  to  reject  it  obstinately,  even 
unto  the  end.  And  lest  we  should  suppose  that  the 
counsel  of  God  is  thereby  made  of  none  effect,  we  are 
further  told,  that  even  these  wicked  men,  when  they 
themselves  least  think  of  it,  are  made  by  His  supreme 
Providence  instruments  of  glorifying  Him.  And  par- 
ticularly we  are  told,  that  this  very  perverseness  of 
theirs,  by  which  they  now  reject  all  that  can  be  said 
to  convince  them  of  their  sin  and  danger,  will  in  the 
end  cause  them,  through  the  sad  and  intolerable  re- 
morse which  it  will  breed  in  their  minds  when  they 
come  to  taste  its  final  fruits,  to  glorify  Him  by  their 
punishment  whom  they  would  not  glorify  by  their 
repentance :  in  short,  that  whether  people  will  or  no, 
they  shall  at  last  be  forced  to  own  the  truth  of  what 
Christ's  ministers  are  continually  telling  them,  and 
what  they  are  too  apt  to  regard  as  mere  words  of 
course,  concerning  the  hour  of  death  and  the  day  of 
judgment,  and  the  need  of  holy  living  here,  that  they 
may  be  pardoned  through  Jesus  Christ  hereafter. 

We  find  in  the  text  a  very  remarkable  instance  of 
this  most  awful  part  of  God's  dispensations.  The 
message  which  He  sent  to  the  Jews  by  Ezekiel,  was 
in  itself  so  rational  and  good,  that  it  might  seem  be- 
forehand impossible  that  any  should  refuse  to  attend 
to  it.  The  sum  and  substance  of  it  was :  The  soul 
that  sinnethy  it  shall  die  ^.  Repent^  and  turn  yourselves 
from  all  your  transgressions ;  so  iniquity  shall  not  be 

•  £zek.  zyiii.  20. 
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your  ruin^.  And  one  would  think  they  could  not  re- 
quire  much  farther  warning  of  this  kind  than  they 
had  already  received,  in  that  their  sins  had  lost 
them  their  home  and  their  country,  and  they  were 
even  now  serving  strangers  in  a  land  which  was 
not  theirs. 

But  God,  knowing  the  iniquity  that  was  in  their 
hearts,  tells  the  prophet  beforehand,  that  he  must  not 
expect  much  success  in  his  errand,  that  the  chances 
were  very  much  against  his  being  received  by  them 
to  whom  he  was  sent :  jFbr,  saith  He,  they  are  a  rebel- 
liotis  house :  the  house  of  Israel  will  not  hearken  unto 
thee ;  for  they  will  not  hearken  unto  Me :  for  all  the 
house  of  Israel  are  impudent  and  hardhearted"^. 

But  then,  lest  the  prophet's  heart  should  misgive 
him,  and  he  should  faint  in  doing  God's  work,  he  is 
told,  that  the  purpose  of  Jehovah  in  sending  him 
would  not  be  made  void  by  all  their  impenitence: 
Whether  they  will  hear^  or  whether  they  will  forbear^ 
whether  they  will  repent  or  continue  obstinate,  yet 
they  shall  know  that  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among 
them :  that  is,  if  they  will  hear,  and  turn  from  their 
sins,  well :  but  if  not,  yet  they  shall  be  left  without 
excuse ;  they  shall  never  be  able  to  say  they  wanted 
evidence  of  the  truth ;  they  shall  own,  in  the  day  of 
the  sad  fall  towards  which  they  are  hurrying,  that 
they  have  none  to  blame  but  themselves. 

Now,  good  Christian  people,  our  case  is  so  far  like 
that  of  those  Israelites,  that  we  also  have  sinned,  are 
disposed  to  sin;  and  that  God  is  daily  among  us, 
calling  us  to  repentance,  not  indeed  by  the  voice  of 
a  living  prophet,  such  as  Ezekiel  was,  but  by  the 
voice  of  that  Gospel,  of  which  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  declared,  that  many  prophets  and  kings 

»»  Ezek.  xviii.  30.  «  Ibid.,  \\\.  1 , 
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longed  to  see  the  things  which  are  written  therein^; 
and  that  the  least  teacher  of  it  was  a  greater  prophet, 
that  is,  had  more  powerful  means  in  his  hand  to  bring 
men  to  obedience,  than  the  greatest  under  the  Old 
Testament  ®.  But  it  is  a  truth  of  the  utmost  concern 
to  us  all,  and  I  pray  God  that  we  may  all  of  us  have 
grace  to  lay  it  to  heart,  that  the  utmost  that  even 
this  Gospel  can  do  for  any  of  us,  if  we  will  not  hear, 
that  is,  obey  it,  is  to  leave  us  without  excuse. 

For  God  puts  no  compulsion  upon  us:  if  we  will 
not  be  drawn  by  the  cords  of  a  man^  by  the  bonds 
of  a  holy  hope  and  fear,  by  thankfulness  for  the  many 
mercies  we  have  received  from  Him,  by  a  reasonable 
consideration  of  the  infinite  value  of  our  souls,  and  of 
what  Jesus  Christ  has  done  to  save  them,  we  must 
not  expect  to  be  drawn  at  all  from  the  service  of  the 
world  to  His  service. 

To  this  purpose  we  are  warned  by  the  Psalmist, 
by  whom  God  saith  to  every  Christian,  /  will  instruct 
thee^  and  teach  thee  in  the  tvay  which  thou  shall  go :  I 
will  guide  thee  with  Mine  eye.  Be  ye  not  as  the  horse 
or  as  the  mule^  which  have  no  understanding ^  whose 
mouth  must  he  held  in  with  bit  and  bridled  As  much  as 
to  say,  ^  We  have  a  Master  who  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  any  but  a  reasonable  service.  He  will  not  govern 
us  as  we  govern  brute  beasts,  making  them  do  their 
work  by  main  force.  Our  gracious  Saviour  offers  to 
inform  us,  by  His  Word  and  His  Spirit,  in  the  way 
wherein  we  should  go;  He  is  ever  near  at  hand 
to  guide  us  with  His  eye,  if  we  will  but  look,  like 
faithful  and  affectionate  servants,  continually  towards 
Him,  waiting  for,  and  stedfastly  purposed  to  obey, 
the  slightest  nod  or  look  from  Him,  the  least  hint  of 

*»  St.  Luke  X.  24.  •  St.  Matth.  xi.  11. 
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our  Master's  will  and  pleasure.  But  if  we  will  not 
take  this  plain  and  blessed  way  of  coming  to  heaven, 
it  is  not  in  God  or  man  to  force  us  thither.  We  may 
go  our  own  way,  only  we  are  to  take  notice,  that  we 
are  trusted  with  our  own  souls;  we  have  full  warn- 
ing, and  must  answer  for  it  ourselves  if  we  go 
wrong.' 

But  then,  as  many  as  abuse  this  liberty  in  which 
Almighty  God  for  their  trials'  sake  now  thinks  pro- 
per to  leave  them,  may  be  quite  sure  that  a  time 
will  come  in  which  they  will,  perhaps  too  late,  begin 
to  wish  that  they  had  submitted  themselves  to  the 
Gospel.  Whether  they  will  hear  or  whether  they  will 
forbear^  they  shall  know  that  there  hath  been  a  prophet 
among  them. 

As  for  those  who  are  willing  to  hear,  who  take 
God's  warnings  as  they  are  meant,  and  honestly  en- 
deavour to  be  better  men  for  the  instruction  He  daily 
vouchsafes  them,  they  will  daily  find  more  reason  to 
believe  that  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among  them, 
that  it  was  the  very  voice  of  God  to  which  they  gave 
ear,  and  not  the  voice  of  His  ministers  only;  this, 
I  say,  honest  hearers  will  every  day  find  more  reason 
to  believe,  from  the  increasing  blessedness  of  their 
lives.  If  we  were  but  steady,  and  in  good  earnest, 
in  trying  to  practise  what  the  Church  teaches  out  of 
the  Bible,  which  (as  we  know  very  well,  if  we  would 
but  lay  our  knowledge  to  heart,)  is  no  more  than 
is  necessary  for  our  salvation,  we  should  surely  be- 
come happier  as  well  as  better  men,  the  longer  we 
live.  For  thus  doing,  we  should  keep  a  conscience 
void  of  oflfence  towards  God  and  towards  man;  and 
without  that,  be  as  prosperous  as  we  may  outwardly, 
we  can  have  no  peace.  Thus  doing  we  shall  have 
the  fitvour  of  Almighty  God,  and  we  do  not  surely 
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doubt  whether  that  will  make  us  happier.  Thus 
doing,  we  shall  live  and  die  in  a  reasonable  hope  of 
being  glorified  for  ever  with  Jesus  Christ  in  heaven ; 
and  if  we  have  not  this,  what  shall  it  profit  us  though 
we  gain  the  whole  world  ? 

Thus  doing  and  thus  blessed,  the  Gospel  does  not 
indeed  promise  us  that  we  shall  meet  with  less  temp- 
tation and  affliction  than  our  neighbours;  perhaps 
the  world  may  see  no  difference  between  us  and  them 
in  that  respect,  but  the  Gospel  does  promise  us  most 
expressly,  and  therefore  its  ministers  are  bold  to  as- 
sure us  that  we  shall  get  through  both  temptation 
and  affliction  much  better  than  we  could  have  done 
If  we  had  not  thus  made  it  the  rule  of  our  lives. 
The  Lord^  it  tells  us,  is  the  Defence  of  the  righteous  in 
time  of  trouble  *,  and  God  is  faithful^  who  will  not  suffer 
you  to  he  tempted  above  that  you  are  ahle^  but  will  with 
the  temptation  make  also  a  way  to  escape^  that  ye  may 
he  ahle  to  hear  it^. 

Now,  if  by  our  holy  and  humble  attending  to  God's 
Word,  not  only  with  our  ears  but  in  our  lives,  we 
should  put  ourselves  into  this  happy  condition ;  if  we 
should  find  our  taking  the  advice  given  us  in  the 
Bible  to  be  followed  by  peace  of  conscience,  trust  in 
God's  Fatherly  care,  the  hope  of  everlasting  life, 
comfort  in  sorrow,  and  help  in  temptation,  will  not 
these  be  so  many  fresh  reasons  to  convince  us  daily 
more  and  more  that  this  is  indeed  the  Word  of  God, 
that  the  Gospel  can  never  fail  us,  and  that  all  which 
it  tells  us  of  death  and  judgment,  of  heaven  and  hell, 
which  are  yet  to  come,  must  be  as  true  as  we  have 
already  found  it  to  be  in  what  it  tells  us  of  this 
life?  Will  not  every  hour,  every  moment  of  holy 
and  Christian  living,  furnish  new  and  most  powerful 

*  Ps.  xxxvii.  40.  >•  1  Cor.  x.  13. 
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grounds  for  going  on  to  live  holily  and  Christianly 
unto  the  end?  And  thus  it  is  that  if  Christians 
would  hear,  that  is,  obey,  the  "Word  of  God,  taught 
them  in  His  Church,  they  would  not  be  long  in  satis- 
fying themselves,  whatever  their  misgivings  might  be 
at  first,  that  there  hath  been  indeed  a  prophet  among 
them^  a  person  speaking,  not  his  own  inventions  by 
his  own  authority,  but  God's  message  in  God's  Name ; 
they  might  know  this  just  as  certainly  as  a  sick  man 
would  know  that  his  physician  understood  his  case  if 
he  found  his  medicines  doing  him  good,  though  he 
were  never  so  much  puzzled  in  the  first  instance  to 
account  for  his  prescribing  such  things. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  men  will  forbear  to  hear, 
that  is,  if  Christians  will  not  attend  to  the  instruction 
which  their  God  has  provided  for  them,  or  if  they  go 
away  and  do  not  try  to  remember  it,  or  if  they  re- 
member it  only  to  overpower  it  by  vain  excuses  and 
carnal  indulgences;  even  then,  rebellious  and  obsti- 
nate as  they  are,  it  shall  not  be  long  before  they  con- 
fess that  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among  them.  They 
shall  know  and  own  one  day,  in  spite  of  themselves, 
that  the  voice  which  they  despised  was  the  voice 
of  God,  and  the  way  in  which  they  refused  to  walk, 
the  way  of  heaven. 

This  mighty  change  in  the  thoughts  and  feelings 
of  bad  men,  to  be  wrought,  sooner  or  later,  in  every 
one  of  them,  by  the  vengeance  of  Almighty  God 
coming  upon  them,  is  set  forth  with  all  circumstances 
of  awfulness  and  terror  in  many  parts  of  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, particularly  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets ;  but 
nowhere  more  distinctly  or  in  a  way  more  likely  to 
affect  the  stubborn  heart  than  in  the  Proverbs  of 
Solomon,  the  first  chapter,  where  Wisdom,  that  is,  the 
Word  of  God,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Je&\x&  C\if^\»^  \& 
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introduced  thus  remonstrating  with  the  sinner :  Be- 
cause I  have  called^  and  ye  refused;  I  have  stretched  out 
My  handy  and  no  man  regarded ;  But  ye  have  set  at 
nought  all  My  counsel^  and  would  none  of  My  reproof: 
I  also  will  laugh  at  your  calamity;  I  will  mock  when 
your  fear  cometh;  When  your  fear  cometh  as  desolation  ^ 
and  your  destruction  cometh  as  a  whirlwind;  when  dis- 
tress and  anguish  cometh  upon  you.  Then  shall  they 
call  upon  Me^  but  I  will  not  answer  ;  they  shall  seek  Me 
early y  but  they  shall  not  find  Me:  For  that  they  hated 
knowledge^  and  did  not  choose  the  fear  of  the  Lord: 
They  would  none  of  My  counsel :  they  despised  all  My 
reproof^. 

Not  only,  however,  are  these  general  warnings 
scattered  everywhere  in  the  Old  Testament,  but  very 
extraordinary  examples  of  God's  judgments,  and  of 
their  effect  on  the  minds  of  men,  are  also  from  time 
to  time  recorded,  the  more  to  awaken  us  to  a  due 
sense  of  those  terrors  of  the  Lordy  which  if  we  have 
not  thoroughly  impressed  upon  our  minds,  we  shall 
never  learn  to  hate  sin  as  we  ought  to  do.  Cain 
would  not  hear  the  voice  of  God,  bidding  him  beware 
of  malice  and  impious  envying^.  He  went  on  and 
murdered  his  brother,  and  seemed  to  take  a  pride 
in  setting  his  Maker  at  nought.  Was  he,  then,  able 
to  brave  it  out  to  the  end  ?  Do  we  not  as  it  should 
seem  on  the  very  day  of  the  murder,  hear  him  crying 
out.  My  punishment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear  ? 
m  In  this  first  example  of  an  impenitent  sinner,  God 
would  have  His  vengeance  come  quickly  upon  the 
crime,  that  all  men  might  hear  and  fear^  and  know 
that  if  at  any  time  afterwards  He  should  withdraw 
His  hand,  it  was  not  for  want  of  power  or  will  to 
punish ;  and  that  whenever  He  does  strike,  He  strikes 

'  Tcir.  24—30.  ^  Gen.  iv. 


SERMON   XI.  137 


home,  even  to  the  heart,  so  that  none,  not  even  the 
most  hardened  reprobate,  can  then  refuse  to  acknow- 
ledge  that  he  hath  been  indeed  in  the  wrong,  and  to 
wish  from  the  bottom  of  his  soul  that  it  were  in  his 
power  to  undo  what  he  hath  done,  to  live  the  time 
over  agaia  which  he  hath  so  madly  misspent,  to  make 
a  fresh  choice  betwixt  God's  favour  and  His  anger. 

The  particular  account  which  Holy  Scripture  gives 
us,  of  Cain's  remorse,  may  serve  to  represent  the 
state  of  mind  of  all  bad  men,  when  they  feel  at  last 
the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  within  them,  after  long 
patience  and  often  rejected  warnings  on  His  part. 
So  felt  the  sinners  of  the  old  world  \  when  they 
having  slighted  the  preaching  of  Noah,  and  the  long- 
suffering  of  God,  the  flood  came,  and  just  gave  them 
time  to  be  convinced  that  there  had  been  indeed 
a  prophet  among  them,  before  it  destroyed  them  all. 
So,  doubtless,  felt  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  Sodom, 
when  they  saw  the  fire  and  brimstone  raining  down 
upon  their  city  from  heaven"*.  That  very  evening 
they  had  contemptuously  rejected  the  warnings  of 
just  Lot,  and  had  gone  on  in  spite  of  him  to  fill  up 
the  measure  of  their  iniquities.  Before  the  morning  the 
vengeance  of  offended  Jehovah  had  swept  them  and 
their  sins  away  together  into  another  world.  How 
thoroughly,  how  seriously,  think  ye,  did  they  then 
acknowledge  what  till  then  either  they  would  not 
know,  or,  knowing,  would  obstinately  scorn, — that 
the  Lord  God  and  His  prophets  had  been  indeed 
amongst  them  I 

Sometimes  we  have  instances  in  which  this  great 
and  entire  change  of  mind  did  not  come  too  late  to  be 
followed  by  a  change  of  heart  and  conduct  also.  The 
providence  of  God,  having  been  slighted  for  many 

Gen.  vi.  ■■  Ibid.,  mi. 
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years,  hath  sometimes  been  attended  to,  and  pro- 
duced its  effect  upon  the  sinner's  mind  in  good  time 
for  him  to  repent  and  amend,  and  escape  the  judg- 
ment to  come. 

Thus  it  was  with  the  sons  of  Jacob,  when  they 
found  themselves  in  the  same  miserable  condition  to 
which  they  had  wilfully  brought  their  brother  Joseph. 
TJiey  said  one  to  another^  We  are  verily  guilty  concern- 
ing our  brother^  in  that  we  saw  the  anguish  of  his  hearty 
when  he  besought  tis^  and  we  would  not  hear ;  therefore 
is  this  distress  come  upon  us^.  Do  ye  not  think  that 
they  did  then  most  sincerely  wish  that  undone,  which 
many  years  before,  in  spite  of  the  admonitions  of  their 
own  conscience,  they  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  do  ? 
Just  so,  be  sure,  will  every  one  of  us  feel,  some  time 
or  other,  in  looking  back  to  any  of  those  things,  in 
which  we  now  allow  ourselves,  either  to  do  what  we 
know  to  be  wrong,  or  to  leave  undone  what  we  know 
to  be  right. 

It  is  as  much  as  our  souls  are  worth,  that  we  take 
this  view  of  things  in  good  time,  before  our  strength 
and  power  to  do  good  service  has  departed  from  us, 
and  while  we  are  still  able  to  shew  the  sincerity  and 
earnestness  of  our  repentance  by  leading  a  new,  that 
is,  a  holy  life. 

But  if  we  will  not,  yet  men  cannot  continue  blind 
for  ever ;  their  eyes  will  be  opened  in  spite  of  them- 
selves, but  not  till  it  is  too  late  for  their  seeing  to  do 
them  any  good,  in  the  hour  of  death,  or  at  any  rate, 
in  the  day  of  judgment. 

There  is  no  need  to  dwell  upon  any  of  those  sad 
stories,  which,  however,  are  everywhere  to  be  met 
with,  of  the  many  poor  souls  who  have  gone  out  of 
the  world,  knowing  that  they  were  to  meet  their 

"  Gen.  xlii.  21. 
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God,  but  hopeless  of  His  favour,  because  their  con- 
sciences told  them  they  were  unprepared  to  meet 
Him.  Let  us  only  consider  with  ourselves  one  mo- 
ment, and  we  cannot  but  perceive  that  nothing  in 
this  world  can  be  half  so  dreadful  as  to  die  without 
a  reasonable  hope  of  finding  mercy  through  Jesus 
Christ.  And  for  God's  sake,  when  we  have  thought 
of  this,  let  us  consider  one  moment  more,  whether  we 
ourselves,  if  we  will  honestly  try  our  own  ways,  have 
not  cause  to  fear  that  we  may  be  in  the  road  to  this 
sad  end ;  hurrying  carelessly  on  to  that  which  is  now 
too  dreadful  for  us  to  think  of.  Let  us  consider,  too, 
that  it  will  be  more  dreadfnl  the  longer  it  is  delayed, 
for  there  will  be  so  many  more  warnings  slighted, 
go  many  more  sins  committed,  so  many  more  years 
abused. 

But  suppose  a  man's  conscience,  as  that  of  too 
many  poor  sinners  has  been,  seared  (to  use  St.  Paul's 
expression)  with  a  hot  iron^^  rendered  hard  and  in- 
sensible in  this  world,  even  to  the  arrows  of  the 
Almighty^  so  that,  as  he  lived  without  repentance, 
he  dies  without  remorse.  Can  it  be  said  of  such  an 
one  that  conviction  finds  him  out?  that  he  is  ever 
brought  to  own  the  voice  of  God,  and  the  truth  of 
the  Gospel,  and  to  confess  that  it  was  an  evil  thing, 
and  better  to  forsake  the  Lord  ?  It  may  be  said  of 
him,  but  not  in  this  world.  Let  all  such  persons 
hear,  on  no  less  authority  than  that  of  our  blessed 
Lord  Himself,  what  that  view  of  things  will  be 
which  they  will  take  in  the  next  world;  in  hellj 
that  is,  in  the  unseen  world,  saith  Christ  of  the  im- 
penitent rich  man,  he  lift  up  his  eyes^  being  in  tor- 
mentSy  and  seeth  Abraham  afar  off^  and  Lazarus  in  his 
bosom '.     They  will  feel  in  their  own  hearts  the  ter- 

•  1  Tim.  iv.  2.  r  St.  Luke  xV\.  1^. 
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rors  which  they  mocked,  and  see  with  their  own  eyes 
the  mercy  which  they  slighted. 

More  especially  in  that  great  day  when  all  the 
promises  and  threatenings  of  the  Gospel  shall  re- 
ceire  their  final  accomplishment,  and  the  book  of 
God's  mercy  and  judgment,  as  far  as  concerns  this 
world,  shall  be  shut  for  ever ;  then,  and  as  it  should 
seem,  not  till  then,  will  the  eyes  of  sinners  be  quite 
opened,  and  they  shall  indeed  see  what  they  have 
done,  and  whom  they  have  offended. 

If  you  would  know  with  what  sort  of  feelings  the 
impenitent  will  then  meet  their  Judge,  we  have  the 
witness  of  the  Holy  Spirit  by  the  great  prophet  and 
apostle  St.  John,  who  in  a  vision  heard  the  enemies 
of  Christ  saying  to  the  mountains  and  rocks.  Fall  on 
us  J  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  Him  that  sitteth  on  the 
throne^  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  ;  for  the  great 
day  of  His  wrath  is  come^  and  who  shall  be  able  to 
stand  **  ? 

We  have  also  the  witness  of  the  prophet  Isaiah, 
who  adds  another  most  certain  sign  of  their  altered 
way  of  thinking ;  that  is,  their  casting  away  their 
vain  hopes,  and  excusings  of  themselves,  all  their 
fleshly  and  worldly  confidences ;  in  that  day  a  man 
shall  cast  his  idols  of  silver ^  and  his  idols  of  gold^  which 
they  made  each  one  for  himself  to  worship^  to  the  moles 
and  to  the  bats ;  to  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks^  and 
into  the  tops  of  the  ragged  rocJcs^  for  fear  of  the  Lord^ 
and  for  the  glory  of  His  Majesty ^  when  He  ariseth  to 
shake  terribly  the  earth ' . 

These  awful  pictures  are  drawn  by  Almighty  God 
in  so  many  parts  of  Holy  Scripture,  in  order  that  we, 
being  awakened  by  them  to  a  godly  and  wholesome 
fear,  may  use  ourselves  early  to  think  of  things  noWj 

'  Rev,  vl  16.  '  Isaiah  ii  20,  21. 
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as  we  shall  certainly  think  of  them  then.  And  it  is 
God's  will,  and  ought  to  be  our  great  concern,  in  the 
regulation  of  our  own  heart  and  conduct,  that  we  ask 
ourselves  continually,  in  the  midst  of  our  business 
and  pleasures,  *How  shall  I  wish  to  have  acted  in 
this  matter,  when  I  come  to  die,  and  when  my  God 
and  Saviour  comes  to  judge  me?' 

By  so  doing  we  shall  be  sure,  in  the  first  place,  to 
keep  up  in  our  minds  a  constant  remembrance  of  that 
great  day,  and  of  the  eternity  which  is  to  follow  it. 
And  this  of  itself  is  a  great  thing,  and  cannot  but 
mightily  influence  our  conduct.  Moreover  we  shall 
be  most  likely  to  judge  exactly  what  is  right  and 
wrong  for  us  to  do  or  to  seek  in  each  particular  in- 
stance. When  thus  endeavouring  to  think  of  things 
as  you  will  when  you  are  dead ;  that  is,  as  we  should 
do  when  the  world  has  no  more  temptations  for  us,  if 
we  have  no  fears  nor  hopes,  but  for  eternity.  How 
pitiful,  how  mean,  will  most  of  those  things  soon  ap- 
pear, for  the  sake  of  which  we  are  now  but  too  easily 
led  to  sin,  if  we  would  once  begin  to  value  them 
according  to  the  use  we  shall  find  them  of  in  another 
life !  There  is  no  surer  way  of  learning  to  live  above 
the  world,  even  while  we  live  in  it,  than  to  be  thus 
continually  looking  forward  to  what  will  be  our  own 
thoughts  and  feelings,  when  we  have  no  more  any 
interest  in  it. 

Let  us  see  to  it,  therefore,  as  we  love  our  own 
souls,  that  we  think  very  seriously  of  these  things. 
"Whether  we  will  hear,  or  whether  we  will  forbear, 
we  have  the  Gospel  among  us.  The  truths  of  the 
Christian  religion  are  before  our  eyes,  whether  we 
will  take  notice  of  them,  and  live  according  to  them, 
or  no.  Let  us  not  be  iguorant  of  this  one  thing,  that 
though  we  may  deceive  ourselves  fox  t\iQ  ]^i^^^\i\»^  ^\A 
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continue  easy  in  sin,  refusing  to  see  our  danger,  a 
day  is  coming  in  which  it  will  be  impossible  for  us 
not  to  see  and  attend  to  it.  We  mtcst  die  and  so  be 
convinced  of  this  world's  vanity ;  we  must  be  judged, 
and  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  God,  though  we  hold 
out  against  it  ever  so  stubbornly  now.  Our  only 
security  lies  in  having  such  a  sense  of  things  noWy  as 
we  shall  then  wish  to  have  had ;  that  is,  a  sober,  reli- 
gious. Christian  frame  of  mind,  a  mind  humbly  but 
resolutely  set  to  do  all  God's  will  through  Jesus 
Christ  who  strengtheneth  it. 

And  let  us  not  be  afraid  of  such  thoughts,  as  if 
they  would  render  us  too  serious.  Who  would  not  be 
serious,  when  so  great  a  matter  as  his  immortal  soul 
is  at  stake  ?  Let  us  be  assured,  moreover,  that  the 
more  we  use  ourselves  to  "  meditate  upon  these 
things,  and  to  give  ourselves  wholly  to  them,"  the 
more  tolerable,  yea  cheering,  will  the  thought  of 
them  become,  till  at  length  that  very  remembrance 
of  death  and  judgment,  which  the  wicked  would 
give  the  world  to  get  rid  of,  shall  become  our  hope 
and  joy,  our  crown  of  rejoicing,  and  our  comfort  in 
time  of  trouble. 

I  beseech  you,  therefore,  good  Christians,  let  us 
pray  God  that  we  may  all  find  grace  so  to  live  as  we 
shall  wish  to  have  lived  wHen  we  come  to  die,  and  to 
be  judged;  that  when  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  shall 
appear,  we  may  have  confidence,  and  not  be  ashamed 
before  Him  at  His  coming. 

To  Him  with  the  Father,  &o. 


Ea8TL£ACH, 

Sept.  26,  1819. 
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ST.  MATTHEW  xi.  5. 
....  TTTfoxol  evaryyekl^otrrai, 

"  The  poor  have  the  Gospel  preached  to  them  J* 

TN  our  view  of  the  several  states  of  life  to  which  it 
has  pleased  God  to  call  us,  it  is  observable,  that 
though  the  Gospel  provides  most  abundantly  for  both 
rich  and  poor,  yet  there  is  some  advantage  on  the 
side  of  the  poor,  in  that  they  are  comparatively  free 
from  several  ensnaring  temptations  to  which  the  rich 
are  exposed. 

It  may  be  useful  to  take  a  view  of  another  advan- 
tage which  the  poor  enjoy,  namely,  the  use  of  some 
peculiar  helps  which,  in  the  conduct  of  His  kingdom, 
Jesus  Christ  seems  purposely  to  have  provided  for 
them.  That  there  are  some  such  helps  is  plain  from 
many  places  of  Scripture,  but  particularly  from  the 
words  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  in  the  text :  To  the 
poor  the  Gospel  is  preached.  They  form  part  of  His 
answer  to  John  the  Baptist's  disciples,  when  He 
wished  to  shew  them  that  they  had  no  occasion  to 
look  for  any  other  Saviour.  They  had  come  and 
asked  Him :  John  Baptist  hath  sent  us  unto  Thee^  say^ 
ing^  Art  Thou  He  that  should  come  ?  or  do  we  look  for 
another  ?  His  answer  was  this :  In  the  same  hour  He 
cured  many  of  their  infirmities  and  plagues^  and  of  evil 
spirits;  and  to  many  that  were  blind  He  gave  sight. 
And  He  said  unto  them^  Go  and  shew  John  again  those 
things  which  ye  do  hear  and  see :  the  blind  receive  their 
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B^hty  and  the  lame  walk^  tfie  lepers  are  cleansed^  and  the 
deaf  hear ^  the  dead  are  raised  up.  And  then,  as  a  mark 
no  loss  Btirc  in  itBolf^  and  no  less  easy  to  bo  judged 
of  by  plain  sincere  persons,  than  even  these  great 
mirncloB  done  before  their  eyes,  lie  adds  the  preach- 
ing of  the  GoHpol  to  the  poor,  as  furnishing  proof 
abundantly  sufficient,  that  this  is  He  that  should 
oomc,  and  they  need  not  look  for  another. 

And  it  may  very  well  serve  the  same  purpose  to 
every  Christian  who  will  be  at  the  pains  to  reflect 
upon  it  seriously,  with  an  honest  and  good  mind. 
For  every  poor  Christian  especially,  the  one  conside- 
ration  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Gospel  is  fitted 
with  particular  caro  to  his  own  use,  ought  to  be  quite 
enough  to  make  him  absolutely  sure,  that  in  the  holy 
Jesus  ho  has  found  all  that  he  wanted — the  Way,  the 
Truth,  and  the  Life.  Upon  this  one  thought,  he  may 
rest  his  resolution  of  giving  up  all  that  he  has,  and 
leaning  only  upon  Christ. 

But  in  order  to  do  this  with  understanding  and 
steadiness,  he  must  4ii^  know  who  were  meant  by 
the  poor,  to  whose  use  the  good  news  which  our 
blessed  iSaviour  brought  from  heaveny  was  so  caie- 
ftiUy  adapted, 

Thoy  wore,  in  the  first  place,  the  poor  in  cpiriL 
This  Jesus  Christ  Himself  tediches  us,  in  that  He  has 
given  us  the  same  promise  elsewhere,  in  these  words: 
£ie^^  nsrt  tke  fkHr  m  ifHntffM'  Aeirt  i$  tke  ku^wi 
^/hmrcn;  that  is,  they  were  beforohand  fit  and  w^- 
disposed  to  become  Cfaiistiaiis;  they  wero  indined  tio 
do  G<»d-s  wUU  and  so  might  easily  know  of  the  dec- 
txi&e;  they  w>ere,  withoat  kBorniii^  it  themaelTcs,  not 
fiur  irom  the  kittgidkNOi  of  Gcd. 

Kow  «feeh  as  diese  may  pnnc^odl j  he  bwvm  by 
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two  sure  marks.  1.  They  sit  loose  to  the  world; 
they  cannot  be  satisfied  with  such  things  as  the  best 
of  its  pleasures  and  profits :  in  heart,  will,  and  affec- 
tion, they  have  no  portion  in  it.  They  cannot  be 
content  without  something  that  will  last  longer,  and 
come  up  more  nearly  to  their  thoughts  of  perfection, 
than  the  most  precious  enjoyments  of  this  present 
life.  They  are  therefore  ready  to  part  with  them  all, 
by  the  help  of  God's  grace,  as  soon  as  they  can  find 
a  better  life. 

2.  Th6  other  mark  by  which  the  poor  in  spirit,  the 
children  of  Christ's  kingdom,  are  to  be  known,  is  their 
thinking  meanly  of  themselves.  They  feel  that  they 
have  nothing  of  their  own  to  give  to  their  gmcious 
God,  but  sin  and  misery.  They  feel  that  they  have 
need  of  all  things  from  God,  and  will  be  most  happy 
to  close  with  any  way  that  offers  a  reasonable  hope 
of  obtaining  His  favour.  Above  all,  inasmuch  as  they 
know  that  they  are  by  nature,  and  should  ever  be,  if 
left  to  themselves,  enemies  to  God  and  goodness 
through  their  wicked  works,  they  are  most  indus- 
trious and  earnest  in  seeking  His  pardon  and  peace, 
that  they  may  be  cleansed  from  all  their  sins,  and 
serve  Ilim  with  a  quiet  mind.  This,  they  are  sure, 
if  they  could  gain  and  keep  it,  would  not  fail  to  make 
them  quite  happy. 

But  before  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  came,  no  such 
peace  as  this  was  to  be  found,  even  by  the  poor  in 
spirit,  either  in  themselves  or  anywhere  else  upon 
earth.  And  therefore  they  were,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
on  the  watch  for  some  tidings  of  it  from  heaven,  and 
ready  to  receive  the  first  that  should  come,  with  per- 
feet  confidence  in  that  God  of  whose  goodness  they 
had  already  so  largely  tasted. 

m2 
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Now  it  is  very  plain  how  thoroughly  such  disposi- 
tions as  these  would  be  satisfied  by  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  when  at  last  it  shewed  itself  upon  earth. 
It  was  just  what  they  wanted :  made  as  it  were  on 
purpose  for  them. 

For  whereas  this  world  was  not  rich  enough  for 
them,  the  Gospel  provided  them  with  the  hope  of 
eternal  life,  opening,  as  it  were,  all  the  treasures  of 
heaven  to  content  them. 

And  whereas  they  found  and  felt  themselves  too 
poor  and  needy  to  obtain  any  good  thing  of  God  by 
their  own  deserts,  much  less  to  lay  hold  on  eternal 
life.  He  hath,  for  the  great  love  wherewith  He  loved 
them,  declared  unto  them  the  riches  of  His  grace  in 
sending  His  own  Son  to  lay  down  His  life  for  them, 
and  so  purchase,  on  their  behalf,  forgiveness,  grace, 
and  glory. 

We  have  seen  how  exactly  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is 
fitted  for  the  poor  in  spirit,  and  they  for  it.  Next, 
let  us  look  and  see  what  special  fitnesses  may  be 
found  in  it  for  the  poor  in  station,  carefully  remem- 
bering that  whatever  they  may  be,  they  will  be  of 
no  avail  to  any  who  do  not  continually  labour  and 
strive  to  conform  themselves  to  their  station  by  prac- 
tising this  divine  temper  which  has  been  just  de- 
scribed ;  of  living  above  the  world,  and  humbly  re- 
nouncing themselves.  Without  that  real  poorness 
and  meekness  of  heart,  outward  poverty  will  do 
us  no  good,  but  will  rather  prove  our  greater 
condemnation. 

Now,  in  order  fully  to  understand  the  mercy  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  in  fitting  His  holy  Gospel  so  care- 
fully to  the  needs  of  the  poor,  let  us  consider  how 
they  had  fsured  before  His  time,  under  the  several 
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forms  of  idolatry  and  error  which  men  had  invented 
for  themselves. 

We  read  that  the  notions  of  the  heathen  about  the 
next  world  went  wrong,  all  of  them,  in  one  or  other 
of  these  two  ways;  they  were  corrupted  either  by 
pride  and  a  vain  conceit  of  their  own  wisdom,  or  by 
gross,  carnal,  covetous  fancies.  According  to  the 
proud  notions  which  their  wise  men  had  of  heaven, 
it  was  not  within  the  reach  of  the  poor  at  all.  Ac- 
cording to  the  sensual  imaginations  of  the  common 
sort,  the  thought  of  it  could  not  make  them  much 
the  better,  since  it  was  not  at  all  spiritual.  Their 
chance  of  obtaining  happiness  hereafter  depended 
rather,  as  they  were  taught,  upon  mere  outward  ser- 
vices, than  upon  justice  and  mercy  towards  man.  And 
as  for  the  love  of  God,  they  knew  of  no  such  thing. 

But  when  the  dreams  of  men  were  vanished  and 
the  truth  of  God  came  to  be  known,  then  it  was 
found  that  the  promise  of  eternal,  spiritual  life,  which 
the  wise  heathens  who  had  any  notion  of  it  had 
proudly  kept  to  themselves,  was  freely  made  to  the 
lowest  of  mankind ;  and  that  it  could  only  be  obtained 
by  either,  in  one  way,  the  way  of  holy  obedience  for 
Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

And  can  wo  think  of  anything  so  welcome  or  so 
precious  as  an  offer  like  this  ?  anything  so  acceptable 
to  a  poor,  good  man,  as  to  be  assured  among  all  the 
wants  and  sorrows  of  his  present  condition,  that  God 
has  not  forgotten  him,  that  he  need  not  be  mindful 
of  this  country  from  which  he  is  so  soon  to  go  out, 
inasmuch  as  God  has  prepared  for  him  a  better 
country,  that  is,  a  heavenly  ?  Or  can  we  at  all  doubt 
that  the  Gospel,  which  contains  such  a  promise,  was 
especially  preached  to  the  poor  ? 
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We  may  always  find  Holy  Scripture,  in  its  en- 
deavours to  make  men  good,  using  such  arguments 
and  taking  such  methods  as  are  within  the  under- 
standing of  the  poorest  and  most  unlearned,  if  they 
have  but  a  will  to  please  God.  When  it  would  teach 
us  to  love  God,  it  does  not  require  of  us  to  plunge 
ourselves  into  deep  and  high  thoughts  of  what  He  is 
in  Himself  J  but  it  tells  us  what  He  is  to  tis:  Our 
Father^  and  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
When  it  would  encourage  us  to  do  the  will  of  God,  it 
repeats  to  us  our  Saviour's  words:  That  whosoever 
will  do  the  will  of  His  Father^  the  same  is  to  Him  as 
a  brother^  a  sister^  and  a  mother.  If  we  could  under- 
stand how  we  are  to  love  our  neighbour,  the  Bible 
tells  us  that  it  must  be  as  we  love  ourselves.  Would 
we  know  how  we  are  to  renounce  the  world  and 
cleave  to  Christ,  it  must  be  with  such  a  love  as 
causes  a  man  to  leave  father  and  mother,  brethren 
and  sisters,  and  to  cleave  unto  his  wife ;  i.e.  with  our 
very  best  and  most  entire  affection.  And  sOy  in  all 
other  cases,  our  merciful  Saviour  would  have  us  learn 
the  love  of  Him  from  what  we  feel  and  understand 
best:  our  love  to  our  own  selves^  and  to  our  kindred 
and  friends  here  on  earth. 

Now  this  is  quite  as  much  within  the  reach  of  the 
poorest  and  meanest  as  of  the  wisest  and  wealthiest 
among  us.  Nor  can  any  man  who  has  father  or 
mother,  brethren  or  sisters,  wife  or  children,  and 
knows  how  he  loves  them^  pretend  with  any  show  of 
reason,  that  he  does  not  know  how  to  practise  him- 
self in  the  love  of  Christ. 

We  have  seen  how,  as  to  the  blessings  promised, 
and  the  things  taught  in  His  Gospel,  our  gracious 
Saviour,  according  to  His  declaration  in  the  text,  has 
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had  particular  regard  to  the  understanding  and  con- 
dition of  the  poor.  Now  let  us  look  at  His  manner 
of  teaching^  and  see  whether  the  same  be  said  of 
that  also. 

It  is  not,  as  you  know,  my  brethren,  by  high,  long, 
and  hard  discourses,  but  by  short  sayings,  instructive 
examples,  affectionate  psalms,  plain  and  engaging 
parables,  that  the  Book  of  God  in  general  takes  de- 
light to  teach  us.  We  must  be,  most  of  us,  too  well 
aware  how  sadly  our  attention  first  fails  us,  and  after- 
wards our  memory^  when  we  are  to  receive  instruc- 
tion in  a  set  speech  or  sermon ;  how  apt  we  are  to  let 
go  the  thread  of  the  preacher's  meaning,  and  how 
difficult  it  is  to  gather  it  up  again.  And  an  unlearned 
hardworking  person,  being  little  used  to  this  kind  of 
exercise  of  his  thoughts,  might  well  be  supposed  to 
find  it  a  considerable  hindrance  in  the  way  of  his 
spiritual  improvement.  How  thankful,  then,  ought 
such  an  one  to  be  towards  that  best  of  masters,  that 
best  of  instructors,  who  has  left  for  his  use  so  many 
short  and  plain  sayings,  any  one  of  which,  rightly 
received  into  an  upright  heart  and  seriously  con- 
sidered, will  be  found  to  contain  the  whole  way  to 
heaven  in  the  compass  of  a  very  few  words.  The 
blessings  with  which  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  begins 
are  an  example  of  what  I  mean.  They  are,  each  of 
them,  a  sermon  in  itself;  a  sermon  on  which  a  poor 
Christian  may  meditate  to  better  purpose  while  at  his. 
work,  or  on  a  journey,  than  the  wisest  of  mankind 
could  do  without  his  Bible  to  help  him. 

Moreover,  our  blessed  Lord's  favourite  way  of 
teaching  was  by  parablesj  and  those  drawn  from  the 
most  familiar  circumstances  of  human  life.  Lilies, 
or  grass  growing  in  the  field;  a  candle  bid  under 
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a  bushel,  or  set  on  a  candlestick;  a  n^an  building  his 
house  on  the  sand,  or  on  a  rock ;  a  sower  sowing  his 
seed;  tares  springing  up  among  wheat,  and  many 
other  of  the  commonest  things  both  within  and  with- 
out doors,  have  been  turned  by  our  condescending 
Saviour  into  lessons  of  holiness,  and  made  to  preach 
the  Gospel  to  the  poor.  I  would  mention  one  lesson 
in  particular  which  seems  especially  intended  for  the 
use  of  labouring  men.  When  a  certain  person  had 
answered  our  Lord's  call  to  follow  Him  by  a  request 
that  he  might  first  go  and  bid  them  farewell  which 
were  of  his  house,  Jesus  answered.  No  man  having 
put  his  hand  to  the  plough^  and  looking  back,  is  fit  for 
the  kingdom  of  God.  Suppose  an  unlearned  Christian 
who  knows  this  saying,  tempted  to  grow  slack  and 
weary  in  his  labours  after  Christian  perfection,  he  has 
no  need  to  use  long  or  deep  meditation  upon  the  con- 
sequences of  such  conduct ;  he  need  only  think  of  the 
confusion  which  would  follow  if  a  labourer,  instead  of 
guiding  his  plough,  were  to  keep  looking  another 
way.  His  work,  we  may  be  sure,  would  either  never 
be  done  at  all,  or  it  would  be  done  very  much  amiss. 

Again,  the  Gospel  is  preached  to  the  poor  especially, 
by  means  of  the  great  abundance  of  examples  with 
which  it  is  stored.  When  we  tell  a  poor  imtaught 
person  who  has  not  been  much  used  to  consider  the 
meanings  of  words,  that  he  must  be  mercifvl,  con- 
tented,  humble,  devout,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  he 
often  go  away  without  any  very  clear  notion  of  what 
is  expected  from  him.  But  when  we  bid  him  be  mer- 
ciful like  David,  contented  like  St.  Paul,  humble  like 
the  blessed  Virgin,  devout  like  St.  John,  and  all  like 
the  holy  Jesus,  then  if  he  know  anything  of  his  Bible, 
hie  cannot  £Etil  to  understand  us  in  some  measure^  and 
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he  knows  where  to  turn  that  he  may  understand 
ns  better. 

To  give  a  more  particular  example :  when  we  find 
affliction  pressing  sore  on  us,  and  we  should  not 
have  either  heart  to  listen  to,  or  time  to  understand 
a  regular  sermon  as  to  the  best  way  of  bearing  trouble, 
let  us  only  open  that  page  of  the  Gospel  which  tells 
us  what  Christ  said  and  how  He  did^  when  His  soul  was 
exceeding  sorrowful  even  unto  deathj  and  then  we  can 
^  be  at  no  loss  what  we  ought  to  say  and  do. 

These  few  instances  may  explain  to  you  what  is 
meant  when  we  speak  of  the  way  in  which  Jesus 
Christ  has  adapted  the  manner  of  His  teaching  to  the 
case  of  the  poor  and  needy.  For  these  are  lessons 
which  no  man  could  possibly  understand  the  better 
for  his  worldly  riches^  or  the  less  thoroughly  for  his 
poverty. 

But  the  greatest  privilege  of  all  which  the  poor 
may  find  in  the  Gospel  if  they  will  is  this :  that  our 
Master  and  only  Saviour,  when  He  was  upon  earth, 
chose  to  be  one  of  them,  chose  to  be  so  poor  and 
needy  as  not  to  know  where  to  lay  His  head.  Ye 
knoWy  says  St.  Paul,  t?ie  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy 
how  that  when  He  was  richy  for  our  sakes  He  became 
poor,  that  we  through  His  poverty  might  be  rich.  Surely, 
if  a  Christian  would  once  lay  these  words  seriously  to 
heart,  he  would  never  be  ashamed  or  afraid  to  be 
poor,  to  have  a  portion  in  that  ground  which  the  Lord 
of  all  chose  to  be  His  own  inheritance. 

Neither  is  it  a  small  advantage  that  the  lowliness 
of  our  Lord's  outward  condition  brings  His  example 
in  common  matters  more  within  the  reach  of  the  poor. 
A  rich  man,  when  he  is  considering  how  to  use  his 
wealth,  has  to  take  thought  how  his  Saviour  would 
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have  acted  if  He  had  been  rich  in  this  world.  A  poor 
man,  when  he  is  considering  how  to  bear  his  poverty, 
has  only  to  look  and  see  how  his  Lord  actually  did 
hear  His^  and  how,  in  spite  of  it.  He  made  Himself, 
even  humanly  speaking,  most  useful  to  the  souls  and 
bodies  of  all  around  him.  And  besides  these  helps  to 
holiness,  what  a  comfort  it  must  be  to  any  one  who  at 
all  loves  Christ,  to  be  assured  of  His  peculiar  fellow- 
feeling  and  tenderness  for  him,  since  there  is  perhaps 
no  man  but  feels  more  affection  for  those  in  the  same 
condition  with  himself  than  for  those  below  or  above 
him ;  and  Christ  is  in  all  respects,  except  sin,  touched 
as  other  men  are.  It  is  the  Apostle's  own  argument : 
In  that  He  Himself  hath  suffered,  being  tempted  or 
tried  with  poverty.  He  is  able  also  and  especially 
willing  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted  in  the  same 
way :  all  His  poor,  needy,  and  unlearned,  but  humble 
and  loving  people. 

The  sum  of  what  has  been  said  is  this :  the  Bible 
is  fully  sufficient  to  make  both  rich  and  poor  wise  unto 
salvation  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  But 
it  represents  the  rich  as  being  more  especially  exposed 
to  certain  temptation  which  above  all  others  serve 
most  effectually  to  ruin  souls  by  withdrawing  them 
from  their  Maker  and  Eedeemer.  And  it  represents 
itself  as  being  framed  with  more  especial  care  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor.  Its  promises  are  just  what  they 
want,  its  precepts  just  what  they  can  understand,  its 
manner  of  teaching  just  what  is  most  likely  to  en- 
gage them,  and,  above  all,  He  who  gave  it  was  Him- 
self  one  of  their  number. 

Possessed  of  such  high  privileges  as  these,  it  is 
impossible  that  our  poorer  brethren  should  find  in 
their  condition  of  life,  how  imfavourable  soever  in 
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some  respects,  anything  which  can  really  excuse  them 
before  God  for  unholy  living.  Once  being  Chris- 
tians, if  they  are  not  good  Christians,  if  they  do  not 
glorify  God  by  well-doing  here^  and  a  holy  death  and 
happy  resurrection  hereafter,  it  must  be  their  own 
fault.  A  most  serious  consideration  this  for  all  such 
as  have  hitherto  allowed  themselves  to  slight  that 
Gospel  under  pretence  of  their  poverty,  which  on  the 
word  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Himself  was  especially 
preached  to  the  poor. 

It  has  been  shewn  that  poverty  is  in  itself,  and 
was  intended  by  Almighty  God,  to  be  a  great  spiri- 
tual advantage.  But  if  it  were  otherwise,  still  the 
sentence  is  fearful  indeed  which  was  passed  upon  him 
who,  having  one  talent,  went  and  hid  it  in  a  napkin : 
Thou  wicked  and  slothful  servant !  thou  oughtest  to  have 
put  my  money  to  tlie  exchangers^  and  tlien  at  my  coming 
I  should  have  received  mine  own  with  usury.  Take 
therefore  the  talent  from  him^  and  give  it  unto  him  that 
hath  ten  talents:  and  cast  ye  the  unprofitable  servant 
into  outer  darkness^  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing 
of  teeth. 

God  give  us  all  grace  to  make  the  most  of  those 
inestimable  privileges  which  the  meanest  of  us  here 
enjoys,  that  we  may  escape  the  sad,  dreadful  sentence, 
and  receive  the  blessing  of  the  poor  in  spirit^  to  whom 
belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. 

To  whom  with  the  Father  and  the  Iloly  Ghost, 
Three  Persons  and  One  God,  be  all  honour  and  glory, 
all  love  and  obedience,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


BUBTHORPE, 

SepL  3,  1820. 
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ST.  MATTHEW  xxv.  13. 

TprjyopeiTe  oiv,  Srt  ovk  olSare  rrjv  fujApav  ovSk  rifv  &pav, 
iv  f  6  t/i09  rot)  avdpomov  epx^Tai. 

"  Watch  therefore^  for  ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour 
wherein  the  Son  of  Man  cometh." 


'THERE  is  no  lesson  which  our  blessed  Lord  in  His 
care  of  souls  has  repeated  oftener,  or  dwelt  on 
more  earnestly,  than  this.  Especially,  as  the  time 
came  on  when  He  was  soon  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
sight  of  His  people,  He  lost  no  opportunity  of  im- 
pressing them  with  the  greatest  of  all  truths,  which 
His  angels  taught  His  Apostles  when  they  did  lose 
sight  of  Him :  This  same  Jesus^  which  is  gone  up  from 
you  into  heaven^  shall  so  come  in  like  manner^  even  as 
ye  have  seen  Him  go  into  heaven. 

It  forms,  as  it  were,  the  burthen  of  His  famous 
prophecy  concerning  His  second  coming,  and  the  end 
of  the  world.  Over  and  over  again  He  tells  us: 
Watch^  therefore^  for  ye  know  not  in  what  hour  your 
Lord  doth  come.  Be  ye  therefore  also  ready ;  for  in 
such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh. 
Watch  ye  therefore^  and  pray  always^  that  ye  may  be 
accounted  worthy  to  escape  all  these  things  that  shall 
come  to  pass^  and  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man. 

To  the  same  purpose  are  all  the  various  parables 
with  which  He  has  condescended  to  help  us  in  settling 
in  our  hearts  what  we  must  do,  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  Him.    Whatever  is  most  sudden  in  its  approach, 
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and  most  overpowering  when  it  does  come,  to  that 
He  likens  His  own  appearing  to  judgment:  As  the 
lightning  cometh  out  of  the  easty  and  shineth  even  to 
the  westj  so  shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  be. 
That  is,  you  will  be  as  little  able  to  mistake  it;  it 
will  assuredly  make  itself  attended  to  by  all  Chris- 
tians ;  even  by  those  who  would  most  vrish,  if  they 
could,  to  hide  their  eyes  from  it. 

And  again  :  If  the  good  fnan  of  the  house  had  known 
in  what  watch  the  thief  would  comCj  he  would  have 
watched^  and  would  not  have  suffered  his  house  to  be 
broken  up.  As  much  as  to  say.  If  I  were  to  tell  you 
beforehand  exactly  when  I  shall  appear,  it  would  not 
be  putting  you  fairly  on  your  trial,  whether  you  have 
so  much  faith  in  Me,  or  so  much  reasonable  care  for 
your  souls,  as  to  make  yourselves  ready  to  meet  Me. 
Just  as  it  would  be  no  proof  of  extraordinary  careful- 
ness in  the  master  of  a  family,  if  he  were  to  be  on  the 
watch  when  he  had  been  told  that  his  house  was  to 
be  attacked. 

And  again,  in  the  Parable  of  the  Unfaithful  Ser- 
vant, which  we  have  before  referred  to,  we  are  warned 
earnestly  of  two  most  certain  and  most  awful  truths. 
First,  Christ  will  visit  us  in  perfect  silence,  and  with- 
out any  manner  of  notice.  The  Lord  of  that  servant 
will  come  in  a  day  that  he  hoketh  not  for  Him^  and  in 
an  hour  that  he  is  not  aware  of.  Secondly,  He  will 
come  with  power  and  will  to  pass  and  execute  that 
sentence,  from  which  is  no  appeal,  no  deliverance. 
For  He  shall  cut  him  asunder ^  and  shall  appoint  him 
his  portion  with  the  hypocrites^  there  shall  be  weeping 
and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

And  now  we  see  that  He  finishes  the  Parable  of 
the  Ten  Virgins  with  the  same  warning. 
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In  the  first  part  of  it,  as  we  can  easily  see.  He 
teaches  ns  the  following  most  important  truth:  that 
in  those  who  are  waiting  for  Christ's  marriage-feast, 
that  is,  in  His  Church  on  earth,  we  must  ever  expect 
to  find  a  mixture  of  good  and  evil.  For  five  of  them 
were  tvise^  and  five  were  foolish. 

Next  we  are  told  the  reason  why  some  are  so  evil. 
It  is  the  not  keeping  themselves  in  readiness  for  His 
second  coming.  Thet/  that  were  foolish  took  their  lampsj 
and  took  no  oil  with  them.  But  the  wise  took  oil  in  their 
vessels  with  their  lamps. 

Further,  Jesus  Christ  hath  told  us  that  Christians 
might  be  expected,  even  the  very  best  of  them,  to 
grow  tired,  after  a  time,  of  waiting  for  their  Lord, 
and  to  allow  themselves  in  spiritual  slumber,  very 
dangerous  to  their  souls.  While  the  Bridegroom  tarried 
they  allj  the  wise  virgins  as  well  as  the  foolish,  all 
slumbered  and  slept. 

Thus  far  our  blessed  Saviour  had  been  describing 
the  state  of  things  in  the  Church  while  she  is  waiting 
for  her  Lord ;  the  state  of  things  which  we  have  be- 
fore our  eyes,  and  in  the  midst  of  which  we  live  con- 
tinually. And  we  have  seen,  and  must  confess,  that 
what  He  says  against  us  is  but  too  true.  We  see 
that  the  Christian  Church  is  so  far  from  answering  to 
her  holy  calling,  that  even  to  him  who  thinks  best  of 
things,  there  are  very  many  of  Christ's  people  who 
can  hardly  seem  to  be  watching  for  Him  at  all ;  we 
see  that  His  coining  being  long  put  off  encoui*age8 
sinners,  and  serves  as  an  excuse  to  many  for  allow- 
ing their  love  to  wax  cold. 

Since,  then,  the  first  part  of  the  parable  is  so  punc- 
tually fulfilled  before  our  eyes,  we  cannot  but  look, 
with  fear  and  trembling,  for  the  fulfilment,  in  God's 
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good  time,  of  the  other  half  also ;  and  we  know  not 
how  soon. 

Now  the  other  half  of  the  Parable  of  the  Ten  Vir- 
gins supposes  the  Bridegroom  come^  and  describes  the 
behaviour  and  final  condition  of  the  Virgins  at  His 
coming.  That  is,  it  tells  us  beforehand  how  it  will 
be  with  Christians  when  Christ  comes  to  judgment. 

And  although,  this  being  a  matter  yet  to  come,  we 
cannot,  properly  speaking,  be  judges  of  it  from  oui* 
own  experience;  yet  we  shall  easily  perceive  how 
thoroughly  our  blessed  Saviour  knew  our  hearts,  if 
we  compare  what  He  says  of  us  here  with  the  real 
conduct  of  most  Christians,  when  He  comes  to  them 
one  by  one  with  fear  of  death,  or  deadly  affliction. 
At  midnight  tfiere  was  a  erg  made^  Behold^  the  Bride- 
groom comethy  go  ye  out  to  meet  Him.  That  is,  when 
the  world  is  least  thinking  of  it,  when  we  are  most 
taken  up  with  our  own  vanities  and  pleasures,  eating 
and  drinking,  buying  and  selling,  planting  and  build- 
ing, marrying  and  giving  in  marriage,  as  if  life  were 
to  last  for  ever ;  the  end  of  all  things  shall  shew  itself 
at  hand  by  such  sure  and  dreadful  signs,  that  none 
shall  mistake  or  doubt  it.  Then  will  be  a  cry  made, 
Behold^  the  Bridegroom  cometh  ;  go  ye  out  to  meet  Him. 
This  cry,  indeed,  is  made  daily;  it  is  even  now 
sounding  in  our  ears.  It  is  made,  as  often  as  the 
Bible,  or  our  own  consciences,  or  God's  ministers,  or 
our  good  and  serious  friends,  put  us  in  mind  that  we 
have  souls  to  be  saved  or  lost,  an  account  to  be  given, 
a  Saviour  and  Judge  to  meet.  But  so  deep  is  the 
slumber  into  which  most  of  us  have  allowed  ourselves 
to  sink,  that  this  cry,  often  and  earnestly  as  it  is  re- 
peated, seldom  has  its  due  effect  on  us,  in  making  us 
arise  and  trim  our  lamps,  till  we  believe  that  death 
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is  very  near  us ;  so  near,  that  our  getting  or  enjoying 
much  more  of  this  present  world  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Till  then,  we  go  on  either  fast  asleep  or  but 
half  awake,  fancying  that  it  will  be  yet  time  enough 
to  repent.  So  that,  in  a  spiritual  sense,  that  is  true 
of  us  which  the  wise  man  spake  of  the  slothful  in 
body.  Our  thought  is:  Yet  a  little  sUepy  a  little 
slumber^  a  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  sleep.  And  our 
end  must  be  accordingly.  Our  poverty ^  our  sad  want 
of  the  true  riches,  will  come  as  one  that  travellethj  sure 
to  overtake  him  that  lies  still ;  and  our  want  mil  come 
as  an  armed  man^  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  and  too 
speedy  to  leave  us  time  to  call  for  help. 

But  though,  when  distress  and  anguish  do  come 
upon  us,  our  cry  may  be  too  late,  yet  it  will  be  quite 
in  earnest.  The  vii*gins  in  the  parable  began,  wise 
and  foolish  alike,  to  arise  and  trim  their  lamps  when 
once  they  were  certain  that  the  Bridegi*oom  was  at 
hand.  And  so  we,  too,  both  good  Christians  and 
bad,  if  we  be  not  either  utterly  seared  in  conscience, 
or  so  overpowered  by  bodily  sickness  as  to  be  unable 
to  think  at  all,  we  shall  begin  when  death  seems  very 
near  us,  to  have  other  and  truer  thoughts  of  most 
things  than  now  we  have.  We  shall  then,  I  doubt 
not,  be  heartily  sorry  for  many  things  of  which  we 
have  hitherto  only  professed  ourselves  ashamed  for 
custom  and  decency's  sake.  We  shall  then  mean 
what  we  say  in  calling  ourselves  ^^  miserable  sin- 
ners.'' 

Those  Christians  who  have  been  brought  to  death's 
door  by  pain  and  sickness,  and  have  recovered,  are  so 
many  witnesses  among  us  that  Christ  knew  what  was 
in  man,  when  He  spake  this  parable.  They  have 
had  what  may  be  called  a  glimpse  beforehand  of  the 
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Day  of  Judgment.  They,  if  they  would  be  honest 
with  themselves  and  others,  could  tell  us  something 
of  the  horror  which  a  sinner  must  feel  when  he  per- 
ceives his  Saviour  coming,  and  has  yet  no  hope 
of  being  ready  to  meet  Him. 

Jesus  Christ  has  clearly  pointed  out  the  wretched 
and  useless  contrivances  to  which  we  are  apt  to  be- 
take ourselves,  when  we  are  suddenly  awakened  to 
the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  begin  to  look  about  us 
in  vain  for  ways  of  trimming  our  lamps.  The  foolish 
said  unto  the  wise^  Give  us  of  your  oil^  for  our  lamps 
are  gone  out.  It  is  indeed  a  melancholy  considera- 
tion, that  those  souls  for  whom  Christ  died  and  whom 
Christ's  Spirit  has  regenerated,  should  ever  be  brought 
to  lean  upon  such  bruised  reeds  as  are  here  pointed 
out.  Yet  sad  as  it  is,  we  find  it  but  too.  common. 
When  a  sick  sinner  feels  the  hand  of  his  God  heavy 
upon  him,  and  is  too  well  aware  that  he  needs  much 
to  make  his  peace  with  Christ,  how  grievous  to  be- 
hold him  wandering,  as  many  do,  from  one  empty 
hope  to  another,  seeking  vainly  to  find  some  relief 
from  the  severe  burthen  of  so  judging  himself  that  he 
may  not  be  judged  of  the  Lord ;  by  which  way  only  he 
must  escape  judgment,  if  it  be  not  too  late  for  him  to 
do  so  at  all. 

Sometimes  we  beg  hard  for  our  friends'  intercession, 
and  they  who  have  seldom  prayed  for  themselves,  or 
have  prayed  all  their  lives  one  way  and  acted  an- 
other, expect  great  things  from  the  supplication  of 
their  brethren,  without  sufficiently  considering  what 
they  might  do  for  themselves. 

Sometimes  we  press  eagerly  for  advice,  when  it  is 
too  late  to  profit  by  it,  from  those  whose  counsels  we 
have  scorned  through  whole  years  of  health,  and  fly 


SERMON   XIII.  161 


to  them  for  comfort  when  we  despair  of  finding  it  in 
our  God  and  His  Christ. 

And  what  is  saddest  of  all  to  think  of,  too  many 
a  deathbed  is,  to  outward  appearance,  smoothed  and 
quieted  by  the  flattery  of  either  careless  or  mistaken 
people,  whispering  peace  where  is  no  peace,  and  rob- 
bing the  poor  sinner  of  his  last  forlorn  hope,  that  of 
coming  before  his  Saviour  with  so  deep  and  bitter 
and  true  a  repentance,  as  might  by  its  exceeding 
zeal  and  love,  make  up  for  the  shortness  of  the  time, 
and  do  in  one  moment  what  is  usually  the  work  of 
many  years.  I  do  not  say  that  even  this  is  a  safe  hope 
to  indulge,  but  certainly  it  must  be  the  dying  sinner's 
only  one ;  and  he  who  unreasonably  hinders  him  from 
it,  by  helping  to  excuse  his  sins  instead  of  abhorring 
them,  is  indeed  his  worst  enemy. 

Among  the  other  ways  to  which  imperfect  Chris- 
tians, too  late  awakened,  sometimes  betake  themselves 
in  order  if  they  can  to  escape  everlasting  burnings 
without  the  cost  of  a  holy  life,  it  too  often  happens, 
I  fear,  that  they  abuse  the  wise  and  merciful  care 
which  the  Church  has  taken  for  the  visitation  of  the 
sick.  Too  many  of  us  seem  to  have  possessed  our- 
selves with  a  fancy  that  Christ's  ministers  may  do 
a  great  deal  for  us  even  though  we  lie  still  and  do 
nothing  for  ourselves. 

What  other  account  shall  we  give  of  sick  Christians 
sending  for  their  pastor,  listening  to  his  prayers  and 
instruction,  desiring  to  see  him  constantly,  and  griev- 
ing if  he  come  not  regularly,  and  yet  continuing  in 
their  sins?  in  their  love  of  the  world,  their  higlj 
thoiights  of  themselves,  their  envy,  hatred  and  ma- 
lice? Surely  such  persons  forget  that  not  even  the 
intercession  of  God's  blessed  Son  could  save  Jeru- 
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salem  when  she  would  not  repent.  How  much  less 
should  the  prayers  of  His  servants,  themselves  sin- 
ners, do  any  good  to  wicked  Christians  persisting  in 
their  wickedness.  Surely  they  have  never  bethought 
themselves  that  there  is  a  sin  unto  deathy  concerning 
which  St.  John,  the  beloved  disciple,  who  best  knew 
his  Lord's  exceeding  indulgence  to  sinners,  would 
not  command  us  to  pray,  nor  warrant  us  in  hoping 
that  Christ  will  pray  for  us.  For  if  there  be  any- 
where an  approach  to  that  miserable  state,  it  must  be, 
one  would  think,  in  those  sick-rooms  in  which  the 
outward  show  of  Christian  worship  is  seen  daily,  but 
the  heart  of  the  sick  man  continues  worldly,  his  ene- 
mies  not  forgiven,  and  his  sins  not  heartily  repented 
of  and  forsaken. 

Now,  our  blessed  Saviour,  in  the  answer  of  the 
wise  virgins,  has  pointed  out  the  utter  vanity  of  so 
depending  on  others,  either  for  prayer,  for  advice,  or 
for  comfort,  as  to  neglect  the  one  thing  needed  with- 
in our  own  hearts,  that  is,  tnie  repentance.  Not  so^  say 
the  virgins,  lest  there  be  not  enough  for  us  and  you ; 
but  go  ye  rather  to  them  that  sell^  and  buy  for  your^ 
selves.  As  much  as  to  say,  ^  It  is  all  too  little,  what 
we  can  do  to  make  our  own  souls  fit  to  meet  Christ. 
We  should  but  deceive  you  and  ruin  ourselves  if  we 
allowed  you  to  trust  in  us.  But  go  ye  rather  to  them 
that  selly  and  buy  for  yourselves ;  go  to  Christ,  if  so  be 
you  may  find  time,  by  the  way  which  He  has  ap- 
pointed. Give  yourselves  up  to  Him  with  your  whole 
heart,  and  in  all  your  ways ;  and  if  that  do  not  bring 
you  to  heaven,  be  sure  nothing  else  will.' 

Let  us  allow  ourselves  to  learn  of  this  answer,  how 
absolutely  necessary  it  is  for  us  to  have  some  root  in 
ourselves^  and  how  surely  the  utmost  care  of  friends 
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and  kinsfolk,  teachers  and  parents^  will  only  lead  to 
our  greater  downfall,  if  we  take  no  care,  or  but  a  little, 
of  the  salvation  of  our  own  souls. 

In  the  next  place,  our  blessed  Saviour  would  have 
us  perceive  how  necessary  it  is  that  we  should  set 
about  this  greatest  of  works  immediately.  To  this 
purpose,  He  sets  before  us  the  disappointment  of  the 
foolish  virgins,  in  finding  themselves  too  late  after  all. 
While  they  went  to  buy^  the  Bridegroom  came^  and  they 
that  were  ready  went  in  with  Him  to  the  marriage  ;  and 
the  door  was  shut.  Afterwards  came  also  the  other  vir- 
ginSj  saying^  Lordy  Lord^  open  to  us.  And  He  answered 
and  said  unto  them^  Verily  I  say  unto  you^  I  know  you 
not.  What  if  it  should  be  so  with  some  of  us,  and  we 
should  find,  with  all  our  crying  and  tears,  our  good 
resolutions  and  penitential  words  stand  us  in  no  stead, 
as  having  been  taken  up  too  late,  on  our  death-bed,  or 
in  extreme  old  age,  when  we  could  no  longer  make 
them  good  in  our  lives,  or  improve  them,  by  God's 
grace,  into  the  true  practical  love  of  Him  ?  For  we 
must  not  flatter  ourselves  that  mere  sincerity  in  wish- 
iug  and  desiring  to  be  saved,  and  real  alarm  at  the 
thought  of  being  lost,  will  be  accepted  in  default  of 
these  things.  How  stands  the  case  with  those  virgins? 
After  the  door  is  shut,  they  come  knocking,  and  say- 
ing. Lardy  &c.  You  see  they  are  quite  in  earnest, 
now ;  they  make  no  question  either  of  the  power  or 
authority  of  the  Bridegroom,  or  of  the  blessedness  of 
being  admitted  into  His  presence.  They  long  exceed- 
ingly to  have  the  door  opened. 

But  His  answer  is  as  positive  as  it  is  solemn; 
backed  by  an.  oath,  which  the  Son  of  God  was  ac- 
customed to  use  when  His  word  could  not  be  altered, 
ai^d  was  particularly  meant  to  be  noticed  by  us  all : 
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Verily  I  my  unto  you^  I  know  you  not  This  is 
telling  us,  as  plainly  as  words  can  speak,  that  a  time 
is  coming  in  which  the  most  earnest  desire  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  heaven  will  not  help  a  man  to  be  so; 
because  it  will  come  too  late  to  amend  our  lives.  We 
shall  all  be  quite  Christians  then,  as  far  as  believing 
Christ  and  wishing  for  salvation  can  make  us  such. 
But  if  we  have  not  the  love  of  Christ  in  our  hearts, 
we  shall  knock  at  the  gate  of  heaven  in  vain. 

It  is  the  warning  of  the  Church  to  us  all,  particu- 
larly  commanded  to  be  repeated  at  this  solemn  time 
of  Lent,  as  being  particularly  apt  to  make  us  uneasy 
in  our  sins :  Then  shall  it  be  too  late  to  knock  when  the 
door  sluill  he  shut^  and  too  late  to  cry  for  inercy  when  it 
shall  be  the  time  of  justice.  0  terrible  voice  of  most  just 
judgment^  which  shall  be  pronounced  upon  them^  when  it 
shall  be  said  unto  them^  Go^  ye  cursed^  into  the  fire  ever^ 
lasting^  which  is  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels. 

Let  us  observe,  especially,  that  this  will  be  the  sad 
case  of  all  who  are  found  at  the  last  day  not  having 
the  love  of  Christ  in  their  hearts.  For  so  our  blessed 
Saviour  Himself  tells  us,  where  He  declares  His  reason 
for  rejecting  them  to  be  His  not  knowing  them.  Now 
we  know  that  He  will  not,  cannot,  say  this  to  any  one 
who  truly  loves  Him ;  He  having  taught  us  by  His 
Apostle,  that  if  any  man  love  God^  the  same  is  known 
of  Him. 

If,  therefore,  we  are  such  as,  with  little  or  no  re- 
gard to  Jesus  Christ,  are  content  to  abstain  from  gross 
sins,  and  keep  up  a  fair  outward  appearance  for  de- 
cency's sake,  we  must  not  be  surprised  if  we  find  our 
part  at  last  where  we  little  expected.  As  we  are 
good  with  an  eye  to  men  and  not  to  please  God,  from 
men,  and  not  from  God,  we  must  expect  our  reward.  - 
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The  sum  of  all  is,  Watch^  for  ye  know  not  the  day 
nor  the  hour  wherein  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.  As 
we  love  either  our  own  souls  or  Him  who  bought 
them  so  dear,  let  not  this  gracious  counsel  be  thrown 
away  upon  us.  Let  us  watch  against  sin  with  care  and 
patience,  considering  that  it  is  in  order  to  eternal  life  ; 
with  fear  and  trembling,  considering  that  we  watch 
for  our  God  and  King ;  with  hope  and  cheerfulness, 
and  ever-growing  love  and  charity,  considering  that 
we  watch  for  our  best  friend,  and  only  Saviour. 

God  give  us  all  grace  to  do  so,  through  the  same 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

To  Whom,  &c. 

BUBTHOKPE, 

March  18,  1821,  N.  T.  E.^  there. 

*  These  initials  indicate  that  one  for  whom  Mr.  Keble  had  a  very 
especial  respect  and  affection,  had  come  down  from  Oxford  to  visit 
him  at  that  time.  This  was  Noel  Thomas  Ellison^  elected  Scholar 
of  Corpus  Christi  College  April  21,  1809,  afterwards  Fellow  and 
Tutor  of  Balliol,  and  subsequently  for  many  years  Rector  of  Hunt- 
spill,  in  the  diocese  of  Bath  and  Wells. 
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''  And  Elijah  said  unto  her,  Fear  not ;  go  and  do  as  thou 
hast  said;  but  make  me  thereof  a  little  cake  first,  and  bring  it 
unto  me,  and  after  make  for  thee  and  for  thy  son!* 

THERE  is  something  in  the  story  from  which  these 
words  are  taken  which  must  needs  sound  very 
strange  and  unaccountable  to  those  who  read  or  hear 
it  with  as  little  consideration  as  people  usually  employ 
on  such  things.  The  people  of  Israel  having  greatly 
provoked  the  Lord  by  their  idolatry  and  wickedness, 
the  prophet  Elijah,  who  is  called  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment Elias,  prayed  earnestly  that  it  might  not  rain^  and 
it  rained  not  upon  the  earth  by  the  space  of  three  years  and 
six  months.  It  is  to  be  well  observed  that  this  prayer 
was  made,  not  out  of  spite  or  anger  against  his  bre- 
thren, but  out  of  real  tender  concern  for  their  good, 
and  in  the  hope  of  God's  judgments  bringing  them  to 
repentance,  pardon,  and  peace :  and  therefore  it  can 
furnish  no  shelter  or  excuse  to  those  (if  any  such  there 
are  among  Christians)  who  so  far  deceive  themselves 
fts  to  pray  to  God  against  their  enemies,  because  they 
are  their  enemies,  and  to  expect  their  prayers  to  find 
favour  in  His  sight.  Elijah's  prayer  being  heard, 
there  was  of  course,  before  long,  a  severe  famine  iu 
the  land,  during  the  first  part  of  which,  God  com- 
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manded  the  ravens  to  feed  him,  and  in  that  way  his 
life  was  for  some  time  wonderfully  preserved.  But 
when  at  last  Grod  thought  fit  to  withdraw  this  supply, 
the  brook  of  which  he  drank  having  dried  up,  there  is 
something  very  remarkable,  and  if  we  will  take  it 
right,  very  instructive,  in  the  method  which  He  took 
of  providing  for  him.  JTe  might  have  expected  that 
he  should  be  sent  to  some  of  the  richest  people  in  the 
land,  who  even  in  that  time  of  distress,  might  be  sup- 
posed to  have  enough  and  to  spare,  and  to  be  most 
willing  to  part  with  it.  But  the  word  of  the  Lord  is, 
Arise^  get  thee  to  Zarephath^  which  behngeth  to  Zidon^ 
and  dwell  there :  behold^  I  have  commanded  a  widow 
woman  there  to  sustain  thee.  So  he  arose  and  went  to 
Zarephath.  And  when  he  came  to  the  gate  of  the  city^ 
behold^  the  widow  woman  was  there  gathering  of  sticks  : 
and  he  called  to  her^  and  said^  Fetch  me^  I  pray  thee^ 
a  Utile  water  in  a  vessel^  that  I  may  drink.  And  as  she 
was  going  to  fetch  it,  he  called  to  her^  and  said.  Bring 
me^  I  pray  thee^  a  morsel  of  bread  in  thine  hand.  And 
she  saidj  As  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth^  I  have  not  a  cake^ 
but  an  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel^  and  a  little  oil  in 
a  cruse ;  and^  behold^  I  am  gathering  two  sticks j  that 
I  may  go  in  and  dress  it  for  me  and  my  son^  that  we 
may  eat  it^  and  die.  Now  here  are  several  things  to 
be  observed,  even  if  we  go  no  further  than  this,  very 
unlike  our  ways  and  thoughts ;  and  therefore  we  may 
be  sure,  very  necessary  to  be  regarded  by  us,  that  we 
may  do  and  think  aright. 

Man's  wisdom,  it  is  likely,  would  not  have  directed 

Elijah  to  go  out  of  his  own  country  as  the  best  way 

of  obtaining  relief.     Particularly  when  we  consider 

how  much  the  Jews  were,  in  general,  hated  and  de* 

spised  by  other  nations,  and  how  carefullyi  inoomnum 
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circumstances,  they  were  directed  to  avoid  having  any 
dealings  with  them.  But  he  trusted  that  it  would  be 
as  God  had  said,  and  went  without  doubting.  Man's 
wisdom,  again,  would  not  have  chosen  a  poor  widow, 
gathering  sticks  to  furnish  out  her  scanty  table  for 
a  day,  as  the  fittest  person,  not  only  to  supply  the  pre- 
sent needs  of  the  hungry  Prophet,  but  also  to  maintain 
him  altogether  (for  such  it  seems  was  the  meaning 
of  God's  providence)  till  the  Lord  should  bring  rain 
upon  the  land;  that  is,  for  many  days^  most  likely 
a  full  year. 

Farther,  man's  wisdom,  at  least  such  poor,  mean, 
worldly  wisdom  as  ours  is  too  apt  to  prove^  would 
have  been  slow  to  account  it  a  favour  and  kindness 
done  to  a  poor  woman  in  such  a  distressed  condition, 
the  sending  another  person  into  her  family  for  her  to 
maintain  and  take  charge  of.  Judging  by  the  prac- 
tice of  most  of  us,  we  should  have  accounted  it  the 
greatest  hardship,  a  thing  scarcely  to  be  put  up  with, 
even  if  the  person  so  sent  to  us  were  a  near  friend  or 
relation,  much  less  if  he  were  a  perfect  stranger.  And 
yet,  being  cheerfully  and  thankfully  taken  by  the 
poor  woman,  it  turned  out,  as  we  see  in  the  end,  the 
greatest  kindness ;  insomuch  that  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment we  find  our  blessed  Saviour  mentioning  it  as 
one  of  the  chief  instances  of  God's  mercy  being  oflfered 
to  other  nations  besides  the  Jews.  It  were  much  to 
be  wished  that  Christians  would  accustom  themselves 
more  steadily  than  they  do,  to  recall  these  and  other 
like  instances  to  mind,  whenever  they  are  tempted  to 
think  it  hard  that  they  have  thrown  upon  them  more 
than  others  have — more  than  their  share  as  they  fancy 
— of  the  care  of  their  brethren  in  distress.  Everything 
of  the  sort,  they  may  be  quite  sure,  is  a  real  mercy  of 
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God,  a  distinguishing  mark  of  His  favour,  if  they  will 
so  take  it.  The  poor  widow  of  Sarepta  found  it  so  in 
this  world ;  and  if  they,  following  her  example,  do 
not  find  the  same  reward,  it  is  only  in  order  that  they 
may  be  the  more  richly  recompensed  in  the  next. 

But  as  we  go  on  with  the  account,  we  come  to 
something  which  may  startle  us  yet  more.  The  poor 
woman  had  told  Elijah  that  she  had  but  enough  for 
one  meal  more  for  herself  and  her  only  son ;  and  she 
was  preparing  to  take  that  and  then  to  die.  And 
what  says  he  in  answer  ?  we  might  suppose  that  he 
would  immediately  do  something,  if  he  could,  to  re- 
lieve her ;  at  least  that  he  would  leave  off  begging  of 
one  who  was  so  very  near  starving  herself.  But  it 
turns  out  far  otherwise.  Fear  not^  says  he,  ffo  and 
do  as  thou  hast  said;  but  make  me  thereof  a  little  cake 
first^  and  bring  it  unto  me^  and  after  make  for  thee  and 
for  thy  son.  And  if  we  enquire  what  consideration 
he  had  to  give  her,  to  induce  her  to  deny  herself  and 
her  only  child  so  far  for  a  stranger's  sake;  it  was 
nothing  at  all  in  hand,  only  a  promise  of  what  should 
come  to  pass.  Thu^  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel^  The 
barrel  of  meal  shall  not  waste^  neither  shall  the  cruse 
ofoilfail^  until  the  day  that  the  Lord  sendeth  rain  upon 
the  earth.  Thus,  then,  stands  the  case  before  us.  The 
Prophet's  own  means  of  living  feil  him:  he  goes, 
therefore,  to  seek  for  relief,  and  of  all  people  in  the 
world  selects  a  poor  famished  widow  with  one  &- 
mishing  child,  to  ask  it  of;  and  when  he  finds  she 
has  only  enough  for  one  day  more,  he  nevertheless  de- 
mands to  be  helped  first  without  scruple ;  and  to  pre- 
vail on  her  to  help  him,  has  nothing  to  shew  but 
a  promise  from  God  that  it  would  turn  out  well  for 
her  in  the  end. 
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Let  lis  just  consider  how  these  things  would 
have  appeared  in  our  eyes,  if  we  had  been  stand- 
ing by  at  the  time,  and  had  not  known,  as  most 
likely  we  should  not,  of  the  miracles  which  shewed 
that  the  whole  was  from  God;  and  of  the  happy 
end  which  was  in  store  for  the  charitable  and  faith- 
ftil  widow. 

I  fear  most  of  us  would  have  pitied,  or  even  scorned, 
rather  than  praised  her,  for  attending  to  his  request ; 
some,  perhaps,  would  have  called  her  unnatural  for 
giving  any  to  a  stranger  rather  than  keep  all  for  her 
son :  and  very  many  would  have  blamed  the  Prophet 
severely  for  even  making  such  a  request.  And  yet 
in  the  end  we  see  she  not  only  saved  her  own  and 
her  son^s  life  from  the  famine  by  which  they  were  so 
nearly  perishing  {for  the  barrel  of  meal  wasted  not^ 
neither  did  the  cruse  of  oil  fail^  according  to  the  word 
of  the  Lord^  which  He  spake  ly  Elijah\  but  also  she 
obtained  back  again  the  life  of  her  son,  by  the  prayer 
of  the  Prophet,  when  he  had  actually  fallen  sick  and 
died.  If  Almighty  God  had  spoken  from  heaven  in 
praise  and  approbation  of  a  particular  temper  and 
behaviour,  He  could  not  have  made  His  approbation 
of  it  more  clear  than  He  did  in  this  woman's  case,  by 
such  great  and  gracious  miracles ;  almost  as  great  as 
those  of  our  blessed  Saviour  Himself.  Surely  it  must 
be  a  great  object  with  us  to  obtain  the  like  favour  at 
His  hands,  if  we  can  anyhow  do  so.  And  perhaps 
it  may  be  more  in  our  power  than  at  first  sight  we 
may  imagine.  Though  wo  are  not  to  expect  our  pro- 
visions to  be  multiplied,  and  our  dead  raised,  by 
miracle,  we  may  make  ourselves,  by  the  help  of 
Christ's  Spirit,  as  dear  to  God  Almighty  as  she  was 
for  whom  Ho  did  such  things.     And  it  is  clear  that 
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this  will  be  the  case  if,  being  tried  in  any  respect  as 
she  was,  we  behave  ourselves  as  she  did. 

Now  the  trial  of  every  one  of  us  is  so  far  like  hers, 
that  we  may  all  of  us  perceive  many  things  in  our 
own  condition,  and  in  God's  way  of  dealing  with  us, 
which  we  can  as  little  understand  or  account  for,  as 
this  widow,  we  may  suppose,  could  account  for  the 
Prophet's  being  sent  to  ask  charity  of  her  rather  than 
of  her  rich  neighbours.  In  such  cases  we  may  learn 
of  her,  that  the  thought  which  should  be  uppermost 
in  our  minds  is  this :  as  long  as  our  duty  is  plain,  it 
matters  not  what  else  is  hard  to  be  understood.  If 
we  will  but  do  that,  God  will  make  the  rest  clear 
in  His  own  good  time;  as  clear  as  He  shewed  His 
gracious  meaning  towards  this  poor  widow,  in  saving 
her  life  and  her  son's,  by  means  of  that  very  charity 
which  it  seemed  so  unaccountable  to  ask  of  them. 

One  part  of  His  dealings  with  us,  more  particularly, 
we  may  explain  by  considering  this  case;  namely, 
that  those  who  are  themselves  very  poor  and  dis- 
tressed, should  so  often  be  called  on  to  help  others 
who  are  more  so.  If  we  look  around  us  a  very  little, 
we  cannot  help  seeing  that  this  is  a  very  common 
case  in  the  world;  and  if  we  think  on  it  with  any 
seriousness,  we  shall  see  that  how  contrary  soever  it 
may  be  to  what  we  should  have  fixed  if  we  had  had 
our  own  way,  it  is  indeed  a  great  mercy  of  God,  and 
very  excellent  purposes  may  be  and  are  answered  by 
it.  We  should  not,  I  suppose,  in  the  first  instance, 
if  we  had  had  to  make  a  world  for  ourselves,  have 
thought  of  making  some  poor  and  others  rich,  but 
should  rather  have  given  all  a  competent  and  com- 
fortable maintenance.  But  mark  what  we  should 
have  lost  by  doing  so.  .  We  should  have  had  no  room 
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left  for  the  exercise  of  charity  in  giving  alms  to  our 
neighbour.  We  should  have  had  less  in  our  power 
that  honour  and  happiness,  the  greatest  which  this 
world  can  give,  of  becoming  like  our  blessed  Lord," 
Jesus  Christ ;  in  that  for  our  sakes  He  became  poor, 
that  we  through  His  poverty  might  be  rich.  And 
the  poorer,  in  their  turn,  would  have  wanted  that 
exercise  of  humble-mindedness  and  content  to  which 
they  are  now,  for  their  everlasting  good,  daily  and 
hourly  called. 

Thus  we  see  what  good  uses  God  intended  us  to 
make  of  the  difference  which  He  has  established,  be- 
tween rich  and  poor,  in  the  world  wherein  we  live. 
Yet  farther,  that  we  might  all  of  us  have  our  full 
trial  to  the  best  advantage,  we  see  that  good  and  evil 
are  not  only  mixed  together  in  the  world  at  large, 
but  also  in  the  circumstances  of  every  one  of  us. 
Nobody  is  in  all  respects  either,  entirely  well  off, 
or  entirely  miserable.  Some  are  rich,  but  sick  and 
infirm ;  others  healthy,  but  poor ;  some  who  cannot 
help  themselves  have  kind  friends  to  assist  them; 
and  others  who  have  no  near  friends,  are,  however, 
enabled  by  a  kind  Providence  to  do  well  enough  for 
themselves.  And  thus,  amongst  other  good  effects, 
it  is  brought  to  pass,  that  there  is  a  constant  ex- 
change, and  as  it  were  a  trade,  in  help  and  loving- 
kindness,  going  on  amongst  us.  The  rich  man  wants 
the  poor  man's  labour,  and  the  poor  man  wants  the 
rich  man's  meat,  and  both  want  the  love  and  prayers 
of  each  other;  so  that  nobody  is  in  such  mean  cir- 
cumstances but  that  he  has  what  somebody  or  other 
in  the  world,  though  perhaps  he  may  not  know  it, 
would  be  glad  of  and  thankful  for^  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  be  for  ever  on  the  look  out  for  persons  to  whom  we 
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may  shew  charity,  let  us  be  never  so  poor  and  help- 
less ourselves. 

And  if  we  do  so  look  out,  we  are  tolerably  certain 
not  to  look  long  in  vain.  For  as  God  has  divided  the 
world  into  rich  and  poor,  that  there  might  be  the 
more  exercise  of  charity  and  patience,  and  as  He  has 
mixed  up  every  man's  lot  with  so  much  of  good  as 
to  enable  him  to  help  others,  and  so  much  of  evil  as 
to  make  him  need  help  for  himself,  so  also  He  has 
brought  us,  generally  speaking,  sufficiently  within 
the  reach  of  those  who  stand  in  need  of  us,  to  give 
us  an  opportunity  for  that  blessed  work  of  giving 
what  they  want,  if  we  will;  just  as  we  must  allow, 
notwithstanding  all  our  complaints,  that  He  has 
placed  us,  in  general,  sufficiently  within  the  reach  of 
those  whom  we  stand  in  need  of,  to  provide  for  all 
our  wants  much  better  than  we  have  deserved  or 
could  have  devised.  So  in  the  instance  of  this  poor 
widow ;  one  might  have  supposed  her  utterly  unable 
to  help  others,  yet  God  sends  one  who  really  needed 
what  she  had  to  give — a  handful  of  bread  and  a  drop 
of  water ;  and  when  she  had  parted  with  that,  one 
might  have  supposed  she  would  be  utterly  helpless 
herself;  but  we  have  seen  how  God's  mercy  found 
out  a  way  to  provide  for  her.  That  which  he  did 
to  her  by  miracle  and  prophecy  He  does  to  us  con- 
tinually by  His  word  and  ordinary  providence.  Let 
us  be  as  poor  and  miserable  as  we  can  imagine.  He 
puts  others  in  our  way  worse  off  than  we  are  and 
bids  us  help  them,  trusting  to  His  promise  that  it 
will  be  the  bettor  for  us  in  the  end.  And  in  so  do- 
ing, His  Fatherly  care  over  us  is  very  many  ways 
manifested.  One  of  His  purposes  is  to  make  us  con* 
tented  under  any  calamity  which  may  beM  us,  by 


SERMON   XIV.  175 


the  thought  and  often  by  the  sight  of  others  who 
suflfer  yet  more  grievously.  Another,  to  exercise  our 
brotherly  love  towards  them,  in  taking  pains  to  help 
them  even  when  we  are  in  distress  and  sorrow  our- 
selves. And  another  thing,  very  well-pleasing  to 
God  on  such  occasions,  is  the  self-denial  which  poor 
Christians  exercise  in  parting  some  small  portion  of 
their  scanty  means  for  their  poorer  brethren's  sake; 
especially  if  they  be  truly  thankful,  and  consider  it 
as  a  real  instance  of  His  mercy  that  they  are  able 
to.  do  so.  And  lastly,  that  which  above  all  things 
God  delighteth  to  honour,  our  faith  and  trust  in  His 
Fatherly  care  and  protection,  is  greatly  exercised  by 
His  calling  on  the  poor  to  give  alms.  It  is  true 
there  are  promises  enough,  and  more  than  enough, 
one  should  have  thought,  to  make  such  charity  a  light 
thing  to  a  man  who  really  believes  in  his  Bible. 
Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters^  says  God,  and  thou 
shall  find  it  after  many  days.  And  not  only  it^  but 
much  more;  for  it  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Himself,  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive. 
But  the  world  in  general  makes  so  little  account  of 
these  promises,  and  Christian  love  and  charity  are 
grown  so  cold  among  us,  that  some  pains  and  trouble, 
some  steady  resolution  and  self-command,  are  neces- 
sary, to  make  one  act  up  to  this  faith.  But  what 
then  ?  So  it  is  with  all  the  rest  of  our  duty,  and  it  is 
not  the  way  to  please  either  God  or  man  to  offer  those 
sacrifices  only  which  cost  us  nothing. 

If  all  these  things  are  so,  and  surely  no  Christian 
can  doubt  them,  since  they  are  the  plain  meaning  of 
God's  own  word,  then  it  is  clear  that  he  is  the  best 
friend  to  himself,  who,  in  such  cases  as  this  which 
is  now  brought  before  us,  gives  all  that  he  can  spare, 
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and  denies  himself  a  little  that  he  may  give  more. 
For  this  is  no  common  case  of  misery,  that  we  should 
be  of  doubtful  mind  and  say,  *Our  own  wives  and 
children  have  a  stronger  claim  on  us,  and  we  must 
keep  all  we  can  get  for  them/  Our  own  wives  and 
children,  if  they  have  enough  to  live  on  for  one  day 
more,  have  not  so  strong  a  claim  upon  us  for  imme- 
diate supply  as  even  a  stranger  has,  who  is  actually 
starving  to  death.  Eeraember  the  poor  widow  in  the 
text ;  she  had  but  one  handful  of  meal  for  her  and 
her  son,  and  yet  she  shared  it  with  the  Prophet. 
If  it  be  said,  *  We  do  not  see  with  our  eyes  the  dis- 
tress of  these  strangers,  as  the  widow  did  Elijah,'  yet 
let  us  remember  that  it  is  told  us  upon  authority 
which  we  cannot  question.  It  comes  from  the  bishops 
of  God's  Church,  those  who  stand  more  immediately 
in  the  place  of  Jesus  Christ  Himself;  and  whose 
word  can  we  take  better  than  theirs,  when  the  ques- 
tion is,  Who  are  the  just  and  proper  objects  of  our 
charity  ?  There  is  one  great  advantage,  too,  in 
giving  to  people  at  a  distance,  and  in  the  way  now 
recommended.  The  sufferers  will  not  know  to  whom 
they  are  obliged,  and  therefore  we  shall  be  the  less 
tempted  to  take  up  with  their  praise  and  thanks  for 
our  reward,  instead  of  waiting  for  the  praise  of  God 
and  the  thanks  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  this  will  be 
one  reason  more  for  giving,  with  those  who  remember 
that  our  blessed  Lord  Himself  has  directed  us,  When 
thou  doest  thine  almsy  let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what 
thy  right  hand  doeth  ;  that  thine  alms  may  be  in  secret^ 
and  thy  Father  which  seeth  in  secret^  the  same  shall 
reward  thee  openly.  If  any  man  suppose  that  what 
he  can  give  is  too  little  to  be  worth  giving,  let  him 
consider,  first,  that  as  making  one  sum  among  many 
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it  will  tell,  let  it  be  ever  so  little  in  itself;  and 
chiefly,  let  him  remember  that  it  is  not,  after  all,  for 
the  good  of  these  sufferers  so  much  as  for  that  of  his 
own  soul,  that  he  is  exhorted  to  spare  something. 
The  widow's  two  mites  could  do  but  little  in  itself 
towards  relieving  the  poor,  and  yet  we  know  who 
it  was  that  said  she  had  cast  in  more  than  all  the 
rich  men. 

There  seems  nothing  wanting  but  a  mind  like  hers 
to  make  this  present  occasion,  to  every  one  of  us,  an 
occasion  of  perfect  charity.  May  God  give  us  grace 
to  improve  it,  and  all  other  opportunities  of  doing 
good,  while  we  have  time,  by  giving  as  much  as  we 
can,  as  secretly  as  we  can,  and  trusting  Him  for  our 
reward;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour. 

July  7,  1822, /or  the  poor  in  Ireland, 

[A  few  extracts  from  the  newspapers  of  that  period 
may  throw  light  on  the  foregoing  sermon. 

**  From  Gal  way  we  learn  that  every  moment  increases  more  and 
more  the  distress  of  the  poor.  That  it  is  not  to  a  general  deficiency 
that  this  extreme  necessity  has  arisen,  is  evident,  by  the  prices  in 
distant  markets,  but  to  the  unpropitious  weather  in  this  part  of  the 
kingdom  last  year.  Thousands,  who  sowed  every  season  sufficient 
for  their  domestic  consumption,  owing  to  the  failure  of  their  crops, 
are  now  sent  destitute  to  roam  in  search  of  food,  and  hundreds  die 
along  the  coast  from  the  effects  of  eating  shell- fish  and  a  species  of 
sea- weed,  which  they  endeavour  to  subsist  upon.'* 

''  Already  has  starvation  commenced  its  work  in  Skibbereen ; 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  unhappy  beings  fainting  in  the  streets 
from  want  of  food.  Flocks  of  starving  people  from  the  surrounding 
country  add,  by  their  daily  increase,  to  the  wretchedness  of  the 
town." 

''Many  persons,  having  no  other  alternative,  have  sold  their 
ahirtSy  with  other  linen  and  cotton  articles^  to  the  agents  of  the 
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paper-makers,  to  avert  for  a  moment  the  ravages  of  hunger.  Fever 
being  prevalent,  many  have  died,  and  some  persons  have  been 
buried  without  a  coffin.  From  Connamara,  the  intelligence  is  most 
afflicting.  Many  have  died  from  want  of  food,  and  many  others 
are  dreadfully  affected  from  eating  sea- weed  and  shell -fish  ;  several 
have  been  drowned  by  permitting  the  tide  to  surround  them  while 
searching  for  this  species  of  food." 

"  I  cannot  explain  to  you  the  dreadful  state  of  this  side  of  the 
country ;  men,  women,  and  children  dying  so  fast  every  day.  I  saw 
two  dead  bodies  carried  on  horses'  backs  to  the  grave,  without 
a  Christian  to  accompany  one  of  them."") 
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7va  Scci  rrJ9  vTTOfiovfj^  xal  rrjs  irapaxXqaeeo^  t&v  ^pa^(ov 
rr)v  eXtriSa  l^oDfiev, 

"  That  we  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  Scriptures 
might  have  hope." 

Literally y  "That  we  might  have  that  hope,  which  is  by  the 
patience  and  conBoLition  of  the  Scriptures." 

TI7HEN  once  a  man  knows  that  he  has  a  soul,  and 
'*  will  live  for  ever,  he  must  either  contrive  to 
turn  away  his  thoughts  from  such  things  altogether, 
that  is,  he  must  make  himself  as  much  like  a  hrute 
beast  as  he  possibly  can,  or  he  must  in  some  way  or 
other  maintain  within  himself  the  hope  of  everlasting 
happiness.  For  to  look  forward  to  endless  being  in 
torments  is  too  much  for  any  heart  to  bear.  That 
thought,  whenever  it  comes  strongly  across  the  mind, 
can  only  be  met  by  such  a  feeling  as  the  Prophet 
Isaiah  has  described :  The  sinners  in  Zion  are  afraid ; 
fear  fulness  hath  surprised  the  hypocrites;  who  among 
us  shall  dwell  with  the  devouring  fire  ?  who  among  us 
shall  dwell  with  everlasting  burnings  ?  We  may  judge 
how  intolerable  the  thing  itself  will  be  when  it  comes, 
by  observing  how  intolerable  the  thought  is  before- 
hand. No  man  can  endure,  even  in  fancy,  to  dwell 
long  upon  everlasting  burnings,  as  his  own  portion. 
It  must  end  either  in  madness,  or  in  repentance,  or  in 
entire  and  wilful  hardness  of  heart. 


ggUfOX  XT. 

^Tfhese  three,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  much 

T^c^^         ^^g^^    Por  that  sort  of  forgetful- 

fhf  ^^^  ^.  j^  jgen  luH  themselves  on  purpose,  not 

^pjjc  iT»t^  ^  fldit»te  at  all  on  the  future  condition  of 

i^hoajrin?     ijpcgnse  they  do  not  care  to  find  out  how 

tlif^*\   ^^^  may  be  themselves;   this   state  of 

^^  ^^fc^fher  they  will  believe  it  or  no,  is  a  wilful 

^^^'  ^    iJ  the  heart,  and  is  fast  becoming  entire 

'  Afc  we  may  judge  by  what  the  Apostle  St.  Paul 
cerning  the  condition  of  the  Gentiles  before 
^•.^     iog  o(  our  blessed  Lord.     lie  says  they  were, 
^^    hae^9  ^^  l^ope^  and  then,  without  God  in  the 
^Ij    That  is,  having  lost  or  never  having  had  any 
^'^'^^trhich  they  could  depend  on,  of  happiness  in 
^Ljd  to  come,  they  gave  themselves  up  to  work  all 
Vjeanness  with  greediness,  till  at  last  they  brought 
-^pgelves  to  leave  off  thinking  of  God  at  all, 
^nd  yet  their  temptation  to  do  so  was  not  nearly 
strong,  in  one  respect,  as  that  is  which  wicked 
Christians    bring    upon   themselves;    for    they,   the 
picked  heathens,  only  wanted   the  hope  of  eternal 
]mppincss  to  encourage  them  in  the  right  way.     It 
does  not  appear  that  they  had  any  certain  knowledge 
of  an  eternal  misery,  into  which  sin,  unrepented  of, 
would  oast  them  hereafter.     But  this,  wicked  Chris- 
tians have,  as  certainly  as  they  have  the  words  of 
Jesus  Christ,  that  there  is  a  worm  that  dieth  not,  and 
a  fire  that  shall  not  be  quenched,  prepared  for  the 
wicked,  and  those  who   will   not   deny  themselves. 
Now  if  the  mere  doubting,  whether  there  were  such 
a  place  as  heaven,  was  so  miserable  to  many  heathenS| 
that  to  got  rid  of  the  thought  of  it  they  plunged  into 
all  sorts  of  baso  and  abominablo  pleasures,  it  is  not  to 
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be  wondered,  if  the  certainty  that  there  is  such  a  place 
as  hell,  should  often  drive  impenitent  and  obstinate 
Christians  to  drown  their  own  misgivings  with  worse 
than  heathenish  wickednesses.  Naturally,  and  of 
themselves,  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  would  make  them 
repent.  But  if  they  will  not  do  so,  then  those  terrors 
only  serve  to  harden  them  the  more,  by  engaging 
them  deeper  and  deeper  in  vice  and  folly,  that  if  pos- 
sible they  may  hide  their  eyes  from  them. 

Now  those  who  know  least  among  Christians,  know 
what  the  word  *HelP  means,  know  what  God's  purpose 
is  in  having  them  put  in  mind,  from  time  to  time,  of 
eternal,  intolerable  torments.  And  surely,  if  they 
had  the  least  care  for  their  own  souls,  they  would 
consider  what  has  now  been  said,  would  perceive, 
and  would  lay  it  to  heart,  that  once  having  been  told 
that  there  is  such  a  place  as  hell,  they  cannot  be  as  if 
they  had  never  heard  of  it.  They  must  be  either 
a  great  deal  the  better,  or  a  great  deal  the  worse,  for 
what  God  has  told  them  of  His  purposes  concerning 
the  wicked. 

I  have  said  that  a  great  many  of  the  Gentiles 
found  their  doubts  about  eternal  life  so  uncomfortable, 
that  rather  than  think  on  them  they  gave  themselves 
up  to  all  sorts  of  wicked  pleasures.  Others  there 
were  who  could  not  bear  to  give  up  the  thought,  but 
not  having  any  clear  promise  of  Almighty  God  to 
shew  for  it,  wandered,  in  their  restless  imaginations, 
round  and  round  the  world  in  search  of  something  to 
confirm  it.  So  impossible  is  it  for  men,  if  they  think 
at  all  of  such  things,  to  be  in  any  way  contented 
without  some  hope  of  its  being  well  with  them  after 
death. 

But,  what  is  very  melancholy  to  think  of,  there  are 
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a  great  many  Christians  indeed,  who  put  themselves 
of  their  own  accord  into  the  blind  and  miserable  con- 
dition from  which  those  heathens,  of  whom  I  last 
spoke,  were  continually  trying  to  escape.  There  are 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  among  us,  who 
cannot  help  thinking  at  times  of  the  things  of  the 
next  world,  and  how  it  may  be  between  them  and 
their  God,  and  they  cannot  do,  cannot  be  at  all  com- 
fortable, any  more  than  those  heathens  could,  without 
hope.  Now  if  they  would  take  the  plain,  straight- 
forward way  of  the  Gospel,  which  is,  to  repent  and 
turn  from  their  sinSy  and  do  works  meet  for  repentance^ 
then  they  would  have  hope  indeed,  such  hope  as 
would  never  make  them  ashamed.  But  not  having 
the  heart  to  do  this,  they  have  recourse  to  the  saddest 
and  vainest  shifts  and  expedients  to  keep  their  hope 
and  their  sins  together.  And  in  general,  I  grieve  to 
say,  they  are  but  too  successful  in  doing  so.  Take 
the  worst  sinner  in  the  height  of  his  iniquity,  and  let 
the  thought  of  sudden  death  come  across  him ;  nay, 
let  some  accident  happen  which  shall  seem  to  bring 
death  close  to  him,  the  chances  are,  that  in  spite  of 
reason  and  ojF  the  Bible,  you  will  find  him  provided 
with  some  excuse,  some  ground  of  false  hope,  some 
plea  why  his  case  need  not  be  looked  on  as  so  very 
much  worse  than  his  neighbours'. 

This  is  so  constantly  the  case,  that  one  very  seldom 
meets  with  an  instance  of  a  person  condemned  to  die 
for  the  worst  oflfences,  without  his  making  the  best  of 
his  situation,  and  contriving  some  vain  hope  for  him- 
self, instead  of  that  only  hope  which  the  Gospel  can 
by  any  means  allow  him,  a  hope  in  true  repentance 
founded  upon  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ. 

From  such  cases  as  these  we  may  see  how  abso- 
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lutely  impossible  it  is  for  a  man  to  bear  himself  with- 
out some  sort  of  hope  of  eternal  life.  Now  the  more 
necessary  a  medicine  is,  the  greater  is  the  misery  of 
having  only  a  counterfeit  in  its  place.  The  more  de- 
sirable it  is  for  a  Christian  to  have  hope,  the  greater 
the  wickedness  and  misery  of  putting  false  hopes  into 
his  mind. 

Let  us,  therefore,  take  particular  notice  what  sort 
of  hope  it  is  which  may  be  truly  depended  upon.  It 
is  no  other  than  that  which  comes  by  patience  and 
comfort  of  the  Scriptures.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a  mere 
hearty,  cheerful  temper,  such  as  many  people  have 
by  nature,  disposing  them  to  see  everything  in  the 
least  alarming  light.  There  are  some  who,  having 
good  health,  and  no  violent  trouble  to  distress  them, 
go  on  in  the  same  careless  way  in  their  old  age  as 
they  had  done  all  their  lives  before;  never  think- 
ing of  eternity  with  anything  like  fear  or  sadness, 
though,  perhaps,  if  you  could  get  them  to  look  back 
honestly  upon  their  past  journey  through  the  world, 
no  persons  have  more  occasion  to  be  afraid  and  sorry. 
But  they  say,  they  let  nothing  aflfright  them,  but 
take  things  as  they  come,  and  are  content ;  and  this, 
they  flatter  themselves,  is  true  Christian  cheerfulness, 
and  contentedness  of  heart.  Such  persons,  and  indeed 
all  giddy  and  careless  spirits,  need  greatly  to  be  told, 
that  Christian  contentedness  is  being  well  pleasedj  not 
with  one's  self  and  one's  own  way  of  living,  but  with 
God  Almighty  and  His  way  of  ordering  matters.  He 
who  is  cheerful  and  merry  because  he  will  not  let 
anything,  not  even  the  terrors  of  God,  affiight  him, 
is  very  far  indeed  from  that  patience  and  comfort  of 
the  Scriptures,  in  which  only  a  sinner  can  safely  or 
wisely  have  hope. 
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It  is,  moreover,  to  be  well  understood,  that  this  hope 
is  very  distinct  from  anything  that  depends  at  all 
upon  worldly  blessings.  The  way  in  which  the  Apo- 
stle here,  and  indeed  in  which  the  Bible  generally 
speaks  of  it,  would  teach  one  rather  to  expect  it 
joined  with  losses  and  disappointments,  trials  and 
afflictions ;  therefore  it  is  said  to  come  through  pa- 
tience  and  comfort,  not  enjoyment  and  present  delight. 
As  in  another  place  it  is  explained  to  be  the  natural 
fruit  of  sorrow  and  trouble  quietly  endured  for  Christ^s 
sake :  We  ghry  in  tribulations^  knowing  that  trihula^ 
tion  worketh  patience^  and  patience  experience^  and  e?ar- 
perience  hope;  and  hope  maketh  not  ashamed^  becatise 
the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  which  is  given  unto  us.  You  see  how  utterly 
separated  this  comfort  is  from  anything  that  this 
world  can  give.  It  comes  from  bearing  trouble  pa- 
tiently, and  it  ends,  not  in  present  relief,  but  in 
making  us  love  God  better,  and  of  course  bear  it 
more  patiently.  In  fact,  if  we  thought  in  good  earnest 
on  what  we  say,  when  we  talk  of  believing  in  the  life 
everlasting,  there  is  nothing  we  should  be  so  much 
afraid  of  as  of  lessening  our  portion  in  the  next  life 
by  taking  too  much  comfort  and  delight  in  this.  It 
is  only  because  we  are  not  heavenly-minded  that  we 
mind  crosses  and  disappointments  so  much,  and  en- 
dure so  ill  to  be  taught  resignation  and  self-denial. 

Still  further,  I  do  not  scruple  to  say  it,  it  is  because 
we  are  not  heavenly-minded  enough,  that  even  when 
our  thoughts  are  turned  towards  matters  of  faith  and 
religion,  the  presence  of  God,  and  the  love  of  Christ, 
we  are  not  contented  without  overpowering  feelings. 
Men  are  better  pleased,  in  general,  to  imagine  that 
the  love  of  God  must  excite  a  sort  of  tumult  in  their 
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minds,  so  that  their  heart  shall  feel  as  it  were  full, 
and  not  know  which  way  to  turn  itself  from  excess 
of  emotion,  than  that  the  same  love  should  make 
them  ashamed  of  their  sins,  and  set  them  soberly 
upon  redeeming  the  time,  and  doing  all  their  duty 
more  carefully  and  humbly  for  the  time  to  come. 
They  like  to  think  so  themselves,  and  they  like  to  be 
told  so  by  their  teachers.  Yet  all  the  while  this  is 
very  far  from  being  a  true  notion  of  things.  Indeed, 
the  very  circumstance  of  its  being  so  delightful  to 
our  natural  fancies,  would  rather  seem  to  shew  that 
it  is  not.  For  it  is  certain,  that  whatever  pleases  us 
most,  against  that,  generally,  we  have  most  reason  to 
be  on  our  guard.  However,  in  this  instance,  it  is 
very  easy  to  see  what  harm  belongs  to  our  indulging 
our  feelings.  It  is,  as  I  just  now  said,  a  sure  proof 
that  we  are  not  heavenly-minded  enough,  for  if  we 
were,  we  should  be  better  pleased  to  wait  for  our 
reward  till  the  next  world,  and  not  want  to  be  in- 
dulged beforehand  in  such  comforts  as  these;  espe* 
oially  considering,  that  our  spiritual  enemies  and  our 
own  deceitful  hearts  find  them  often  but  too  easy  to 
counterfeit.  No  man  can  know  quite  for  certain 
whether  the  strong  and  lively  feelings  which  he  may 
have  experienced  at  any  time,  were  the  gift  of  God's 
Spirit  to  encourage  him  in  good,  or  the  working  of 
some  evil  spirit,  to  tempt  him  to  pride  and  presump- 
tion. This  one  consideration,  methinks,  should  be 
enough  to  keep  any  such  poor  imperfect  being  as  the 
best  Christian  is  here,  from  being  very  much  de- 
lighted, upon  recollection,  with  his  own  strong  emo- 
tions upon  religious  occasions,  however  delightful 
they  might  have  seemed  at  the  time.  It  ought, 
surely,  to  be  enough  also  to  make  one  afraid  of  such 
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strong  feelings  when  they  do  come,  and  contented  to 
be  without  them,  if  so  it  please  God, 

Now  this  caution  also  is  taught  us  in  the  text  in 
a  very  gracious  and  consoling  way.  The  hope,  says 
the  Apostle,  that  God  wishes  you  to  have,  is  that 
hope  which  comes  through  patience  and  comfort  of 
the  Scriptures.  And  afterwards  he  prays  that  God 
would  make  them  abound  in  hope  through  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  As  much  as  to  say,  I  would  have 
you  take  notice,  that  the  blessing  of  which  I  am 
speaking  is  the  particular  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  the 
Comforter,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  reason  why  He  is  so 
called.  It  is  the  comfort  which  He  gives  the  Church 
in  the  absence  of  Christ;  it  is  the  patient  waiting  for 
Him,  now  He  is  out  of  sight  Therefore  you  are  not 
to  expect  in  it  the  same  kind  of  eager  joy,  which  the 
very  sight  of  Christ  would  give  to  those  who  truly 
love  Him.  You  must  be  content  to  wait  for  that,  till 
He  return  according  to  His  promise,  and  take  you  to 
Himself. 

The  true  doctrine  concerning  this  whole  matter  of 
sensible  spiritual  enjoyment,  is  fully  taught  in  these 
words  of  the  same  holy  Apostle:  We  are  saved  hy 
hope.  But  hope  which  is  seen  is  not  hope;  for  what 
a  man  seethy  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for  ?  But  if  we 
hope  for  that  we  see  noty  then  do  we  with  patience 
wait  for  it. 

What,  now,  are  the  signs  of  this  sound  Scriptural 
hope  which  depends  not  on  inward  fancies  and  feel- 
ings, much  less  on  the  outward  enjoyments  of  this 
world,  but  is  really  grounded  on  patience  and  comfort 
of  the  Scriptures  ? 

First  and  chiefest  of  all,  it  is  always  joined  with 
ffood  works.     Wait  on  the  Lordj  says  the  Psalmist,  and 
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keep  His  way^  and  He  shall  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the 
land.  It  is  no  use  waiting  on  the  Lord  unless  you  be 
careful  also  to  keep  His  way.  As  far  as  you  are 
doing  your  duty  towards  God,  and  sincerely  endea- 
vouring to  please  Him,  so  far  and  no  farther  is  there 
hope  for  you  at  the  Last  Day.  To  have  any  other 
notion  of  the  way  in  which  God's  favour  is  to  be 
obtained,  is  so  utterly  senseless  and  unreasonable  that 
the  holy  writers  themselves  seem  at  a  loss  for  words 
such  as  may  sufficiently  express  the  folly  of  that  man. 
The  hope  of  the  ungodly^  says  one,  is  as  chaff  home  hy 
the  windy  and  as  a  thin  mist  dispersed  by  a  tempest^ 
and  as  smoke  scattered  by  a  windy  and  passeth  away 
as  the  remembrance  of  a  guest  that  tarrieth  hut  a  day. 
But  our  blessed  Saviour  has  effectually  drawn  His 
picture  in  one  word :  He  that  heareth  My  words  and 
doeth  t/iem  not^  is  like  a  man  that^  without  a  foundation^ 
built  his  house  upon  the  sand. 

I  wish  there  were  not  good  reason  to  fear,  with 
regard  to  the  generality  of  Christians,  that  they  have 
fallen  into  this  unspeakable  absurdity  of  hoping  to 
obtain  God's  favour,  some  by  faith,  some  by  alms- 
giving, some  by  a  late  or  death-bed  repentance,  any 
way,  in  short,  rather  than  doing  what  they  hear. 
Although,  if  God  ever  spoke  a  word  plainly  and  posi- 
tively to  man,  it  is  this :  There  is  no  peace^  saith  my 
Gody  unto  the  wicked. 

Again,  sound  Christian  hope  fixes  itself  as  steadily 
as  possible  on  the  great  things  of  the  next  world,  and 
dwells  as  shortly  as  possible  on  the  little  things,  the 
consolations  and  refreshments,  of  this.  The  resur- 
rection of  the  dead  is  the  one  great  object  to  which  it 
is  "for  ever  looking  forward.  And  it  was  for  the  pur- 
pose, no  doubt,  of  enabling  us  to  think  of  this  the 
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more  continually,  and  to  draw  the  picture  of  it,  as 
it  were,  in  our  minds,  that  our  blessed  Saviour  and 
His  Apostles  have  told  us  so  much  about  it,  have 
mentioned  one  by  one  so  many  of  the  terrible  as  well 
as  the  encouraging  sights  and  sounds  which  will  at- 
tend it.  I  suppose  there  is  hardly  any  person,  ac- 
customed to  exercise  serious  thought  at  all,  who  has 
not  framed  in  his  own  imagination  a  sort  of  picture 
of  that  great  and  dreadful  day.  Upon  the  comfortable 
half  of  that  picture  let  us  leam  to  set  our  hopes, 
to  seek  no  other  happiness  than  what  Jesus  Christ 
will  give  to  the  good  on  that  day,  nor  on  any  other 
terms  than  those  upon  which  He  will  give  it.  It 
may  be  innocent  and  excusable,  but  it  is  not  pro- 
perly a  holy  and  Christian  hope,  whatever  stops  on 
this  side  of  the  grave. 

Again,  there  being  two  great  errors,  either  of 
which  is  enough  to  spoil  your  hope  of  salvation, 
namely,  despondency  and  presumption,  it  is  re- 
markable how  with  two  words  the  Holy  Spirit  puts 
us  on  our  guard  against  both.  If  a  man  thought 
only  of  himself,  and  of  what  he  has  deserved,  this 
would  surely  make  him  despair  of  God's  mercy,  and 
would  slacken  his  hands  from  doing  his  duty.  To 
prevent  which,  we  have  the  comfort  of  the  Scrip- 
tures mentioned  as  a  sure  foundation  of  our  hope, 
that  is,  that  help  and  strength  which,  as  the  Scrip- 
tures tell  us,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  ready  to  give  to  the 
worst  of  sinners,  truly  repenting.  Again,  if  a  man 
were  to  think  only  of  God's  great  love  and  compas- 
sion, without  considering  his  own  unworthiness,  this 
would  be  the  way  to  make  him  presumptuous.  It 
might  encourage  him  to  be  careless  about  his  duty, 
as  though  God  in  His  mercy  would  look  upon  him  ais 
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being  already  good  enough,  or  at  any  rate,  as  if  there 
was  a  good  chance  of  His  making  him  good  enough, 
one  day  or  other,  without  anything  done  on  his  own 
part.  To  hinder  these  presumptuous  fancies,  we  are 
told  that  patience  as  well  as  comfort  is  to  be  learned 
out  of  the  Scriptures,  to  be  the  foundation  of  a  Chris- 
tian's hope.  By  "patience,"  you  are  to  understand 
"patient  continuance  in  well-doing,"  for  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ's  sake.  Let  every  thing  that  happens 
to  you,  everything  you  do,  be  turned  to  account  in 
that  way,  and  then  you  will  have  a  title  to  the  com- 
fort of  the  Scriptures  and  to  the  sober  and  reasonable 
hope  of  everlasting  life,  which  flows  from  it. 

By  keeping  these  two  words,  "  patience"  and  "  com- 
fort," always  together  in  your  minds,  your  wishes, 
and  prayers,  you  will  be  enabled  to  join  together 
those  Christian  duties  which  seem,  at  first  thought, 
most  contrary  the  one  to  the  other.  The  hope  which 
is  nourished  by  quietly  suffering  evil,  and  comforting 
one's  self  under  it  with  the  thought  that  it  is  the  will 
of  God,  will  prove,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  lively 
enough  to  keep  a  man's  heart  and  thoughts  always  in 
heaven,  yet  sober  enough  to  make  him  attend,  with- 
out grudging,  to  all  his  duties  and  businesses  on 
earth.  There  is  no  other  way  of  accouating  for  the 
calmness  and  evenness  of  spirit  with  which,  in  the 
midst  of  pain  and  anguish,  one  may  sometimes  see 
Christian  people,  after  a  well-spent  life,  attending 
carefully  to  all,  even  the  most  trifling  things,  they 
have  to  do:  and  when  their  serious  thoughts  are 
more  and  more  taken  up  with  eternity.  Of  which 
there  is  a  beautiful  instance  in  the  Bible,  in  the  last 
Epistle  to  Timothy,  written  by  St.  Paul  just  before 
his  death.  Among  the  most  solemn  sentences  relating 
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to  the  great  work  in  which  God  had  employed  him, 
and  the  reward  which  he  soon  hoped  to  receive  in 
God's  presence,  we  find  him  giving  such  directions  as 
these :  Do  thy  diligence  to  come  shortly  unto  me ;  the 
cloke  that  I  left  at  Troas  with  Carpus^  when  thou 
comest^  bring  with  thee^  and  likewise  the  hooks;  hut 
especially  the  parchments.  These  words,  which  may 
seem  of  little  consequence  to  us  now-a-days,  might 
however  be  turned  to  excellent  use,  if  we  would  take 
them  as  a  hint  from  Almighty  God,  how  sober  and 
composed  even  when  nearest  enjoyment,  is  that  hope, 
after  which  it  becomes  us  to  labour  and  pray ;  since 
it  did  not  hinder  the  great  Apostle,  now  at  the  point 
of  departing  to  be  with  Christ,  from  recollecting  and 
ordering  such  every-day  matters  as  his  clothes,  his 
books  and  parchments. 

Finally,  and  above  all,  the  hope  which  the  Scrip- 
tures would  teach  us  is  ever  mixed  with  fear ;  with 
fear  of  nothing  so  much  as  clokes  and  excuses  for 
sin.  This  is  always  to  be  remembered,  both  when 
we  pray  for  it,  and  when  we  seem  to  enjoy  it.  If  we 
are  not  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  day  long,  we  can 
have  no  good  ground  of  hope,  when  we  lie  down  at 
night,  of  rising  happily  in  the  morning.  And  we 
may  take  this  for  a  certain  truth,  that  it  is  better,  in- 
finitely better,  to  go  down  to  the  grave  stooping,  as 
it  were,  and  feeble  in  spirit,  for  want  of  comfortable 
hope,  than  to  allow  ourselves  to  forget,  in  the  pleasing 
imagination  of  God's  favour,  any  one  of  the  least  of 
His  Commandments. 

Eastleach, 
Dec.  14,  1823. 
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PHILIPPIANS  iii.  12. 

*'  Not  as  though  I  had  already  attained^  either  were 

already  [made"]  perfect.^^ 

TF  we  had  never  heard  these  words  before,  we 
should  naturally  suppose  them  to  be  spoken  by 
some  young  beginner  in  Christianity ;  at  least,  if 
we  were  to  judge  by  the  satisfaction  which  most 
people  take  in  their  own  doings,  and  the  praise  they 
sometimes  receive  for  a  very  trifling  amendment. 

We  should  be  far  indeed  from  supposing  that 
they  were  the  words  of  the  best  and  greatest  Chris- 
tian, perhaps,  that  ever  was ;  the  words  of  St.  Paul 
himself. 

We  are  so  used  to  value  ourselves,  and  to  hear 
others  value  us,  for  being  ever  so  little  better  than 
we  used  to  be,  for  having  left  off  one  or  two  bad 
habits,  or  for  sinning  not  quite  so  often  as  we  did — 
that  it  must  seem  strange  to  us,  to  find  such  a  man 
as  St.  Paul  speaking  in  this  modest  and  humble  tone 
of  what  he  had  done,  and  was  doing  in  the  way  of 
goodness.  If  any  one  of  us  were  half  as  good  as  St. 
Paul,  all  his  friends  would  surely  think  him,  and 
there  would  be  great  danger  of  his  thinking  himself, 
quite  as  good  as  he  need  desire  to  be.  To  hinder 
any  such  bad  consequence,  we  find  this  holy  Apostle 

p 


152  «yi.T-ir  iri. 


^  pafy^  lo  tirflff  those  who 
tLiT^zLi  Ui&  ci  r.:n,  ^^zi  sxip^wghig  that  he  was 
eocd  eij6:i2r,.  F:?  izscjizce.  Le  teOs  the  Corinthians, 
th&t  Le  W&5  ei:j£L  >frt>i,  aft£f  all  he  had  done,  and 
after  all  Gc«i  s  cerey  to  him,  that  he  might  prore 
a  cast-aw^^T  a:  rLe  hssz;  ani  therefine  did  as  much 
as  Le  cguLlL  ot  listir?  and  abstinence,  to  keep  him- 
self fit  for  Go<rs  .serriee.  /  i^^  mmJ^  mi/  bodj/^  says 
he,  and  briji'j  it  into  tuirkcti'jm^  le4t  that  by  ani/  means^ 
trhen  I  fiact  prtaciud  io  oikfri^  I  mynlf  should  he  a 
cast-atcay. 

Here  in  the  text  he  is  speaking  to  the  Philippians, 
who  being,  as  it  plainly  appears,  full  of  affection  to- 
wards him,  would  be  the  more  likely  to  think  too 
well  of  him,  and  to  set  him  up  as  their  pattern  in- 
stead of  Jesus  Christ.  This,  I  suppose,  made  him 
the  more  careful  to  warn  them,  that  he  was  still  on 
hard  duty  like  themselTes, — still  a  sinner  struggling 
with  many  infirmities,  not  a  pattern  of  holiness  and 
perfection. 

This  it  was  yet  the  more  necessary  for  him  to  do, 
because  he  had  been  obliged,  in  the  course  of  his  in- 
structions, to  speak  more  highly  of  himself  than  he 
could  have  wished. 

There  were  persons  in  those  times  who,  though  they 
were  Christians,  kept  continually  troubling  them- 
selves and  one  another  by  going  back  to  the  law. 
They  insisted  that  men  should  be  circumcised,  and 
keep  the  other  customs  which  Moses  commanded; 
thinking  that  if  they  were  very  exact  about  these 
things,  they  might  somehow  or  other  be  excused, 
before  God  and  man,  for  neglecting  those  duties  to- 
wards God  and  their  neighbour,  which  it  would  be 
more  unpleasant  to  them  to  keep.    Just  as  in  our 
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days  people  are  often  found,  who  insist  upon  their 
strong  feelings,  and  the  delight  they  find  in  prayer, 
as  a  surer  and  more  necessary  sign  of  their  being  in 
a  good  way,  than  the  sober  and  quiet  keeping  of  the 
Commandments. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  St.  Paul  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  be  very  earnest  in  warning  men  against  such 
fancies  as  these.  And  as  he  knew  no  warning  could 
tell  more  powerfully  with  them  than  his  own  ex- 
ample ;  If  any  man^  he  says,  may  have  confidence  in 
such  things,  /  more^ — but  those  things  which  were  gain 
to  mCy  those  I  counted  loss  for  Christ.  Yea^  doubtless^ 
and  I  count  all  things  hut  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord^  for  whom  I  have 
suffered  the  loss  of  all  things^  and  do  count  them  but 
dung  J  that  I  may  win  Christ  ...ifby  any  means  I  may 
attain  to  the  resurrection  of  the  dead. 

He  means,  that  neither  keeping  the  outward  forms 
of  the  Law  of  Moses,  nor  strong  feelings  about  re- 
ligious matters,  nor  anything  else,  could  do  him  any 
good,  in  comparison  with  the  one  thing  needful,  that 
is,  daily  denying  himself  for  the  love  of  Christ.  And 
this,  says  he,  is  my  constant  exercise,  and  what  I  en- 
deavour to  make  the  great  business  of  my  life. 

Now  it  is  to  be  noticed,  that  a  man  like  St.  Paul 
could  never  have  talked  so  much  of  himself,  if  he  had 
not  been  thoroughly  humble.  Proud  people  never 
directly  praise  themselves,  except  through  weakness 
and  ignorance;  which  no  one  can  suppose  to  have 
been  St.  PauPs  case.  If  he  had  been  very  earnestly 
bent  on  obtaining  the  praise  of  others,  he  knew  very 
well  that  praising  himself  was  not  the  way  to  do  so. 
This  shews  how  different  St.  PauPs  way  of  speaking 
of  his  own  doings  is,  horn  the  way  in  which  we  are 
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apt  to  bring  ourselves  forward.  Most  of  us,  through 
pride  and  vainglory,  are  delighted  with  an  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  our  own  merits  spoken  or  thought 
of.  He  does  it  only  when  he  is  forced,  and  one  may 
see  plainly  that  it  is  a  real  pain  to  him,  and  that 
he  never  could  make  up  his  mind  to  praise  him- 
self, except  when  it  was  necessary  for  other  people's 
good. 

Here  for  example,  in  the  text,  after  he  had  talked 
of  his  own  self-denying  way  of  life,  it  seems  to  have 
come  across  his  mind,  how  apt  people  are  to  take  up 
with  any  example  proposed,  instead  of  looking  always 
to  the  only  pattern  of  perfection,  Jesus  Christ.  They 
say,  ^  such  an  one  had  faults  as  bad  as  mine,  and  yet 
he  has  praise  from  God  and  good  men, — why  may  not 
I  do  well  enough  for  all  these  faults  of  mine  ?'  Con- 
sidering this,  the  Apostle  makes  haste,  after  holding 
up  himself  to  them  as  an  example,  to  put  them  in 
mind  that  he  was  not  an  example  in  all  things. 
Not^  says  he,  ds  though  I  had  already  attained^  either 
were  already  made  perfect ;  hut  I  presa  forward^  if  I 
may  apprehend  that  for  which  also  I  am  apprehended 
of  Christ  Jesus.  .Brethren^  I  count  not  myself  to  have 
obtained,  hut  this  one  thing  I  do  ;  forgetting  those  things 
which  are  hehind^  and  looking  forward  to  those  things 
which  are  hefore^  I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize 
of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  You  see 
how  heartily  he  is  afraid  they  should  suppose  him  to 
have  done,  by  this  time,  all  that  he  need  do.  On 
the  contrary,  he  says,  *  you  ought  no  more  to  be  con- 
tent to  be  like  me,  than  to  be  content  to  be  like  a 
man  running  a  race,  who  is  straining  with  all  his 
might  to  come  to  the  mark.  Such  an  one  may  be  in 
a  fair  way  to  get  the  prize,  but  he  has  not  yet  got  it* 
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Just  SO  I  may,  perhaps,  by  God's  blessing,  be  in  a  fair 
way  to  goodness  and  happiness ;  but  do  not  expect  for 
a  moment  that  I,  or  any  man,  shall  attain  to  it  till  we 
are  in  another  world.' 

In  this  respect,  then,  in  not  being  content  with 
himself,  in  seeking  every  day  to  be  better  than  he 
was  yesterday,  St.  Paul  recommended  his  own  ex- 
ample to  the  Philippians ;  and  the  holy  Spirit  of  God, 
through  him,  recommends  it  to  every  Christian. 

It  is  the  advice  of  God  Himself,  never  at  all  to  rest 
satisfied  with  what  we  are,  or  what  we  have  done; 
and  we  cannot  seriously  think  of  it  ever  so  little, 
without  seeing  that  we  have  the  greatest  reason  in 
the  world  to  take  it.  For  as  yet  we  have  neither 
attained,  nor  are  made  perfect ;  that  is,  we  are  neither 
happy  nor  good.  Let  us  try  to  think  ever  so  well  of 
ourselves,  we  cannot  for  a  moment  suppose  that  we 
are  either. 

We  cannot  be  quite  happy,  because  the  happiness 
of  man,  as  an  immortal  spirit  made  after  the  image 
of  God,  can  only  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  God  Him- 
self; and  we  are  not  yet  in  heaven,  and  therefore 
cannot  see  and  enjoy  God  in  such  a  way  as  is  neces- 
sary to  make  us  happy. 

This  is  not  the  less  true,  because  our  base  and 
wicked  thoughts  have  taught  us  to  be  continually 
running  away  from  this  happiness,  and  forsaking  our 
own  mercy. 

We  have  indulged  our  own  fancies,  till  we  have 
come  to  imagine  that  we  should  be  happy  if  we  could 
be  rich,  or  great,  or  at  ease  from  pain  and  care,  or  if 
we  could  obtain  such  and  such  things  upon  which  we 
have  set  our  hearts. 

For  all  this  it  is  not  the  less  certain  that  we  never 
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eaUy  never  shall  be  happy,  till  we  come  to  the  imme- 
diate presence  and  enjoyment  of  God  Himself. 

This  we  may  depend  upon,  as  firmly  as  we  are  con- 
vinced that  riches  cannot  make  us  healthy,  nor  good 
health  provide  us  with  abundance  of  money. 

For  as  surely  as  abundance  of  money  would  make 
us  rich,  and  a  sound  habit  of  body  healthful,  so  sure 
is  it,  that  seeing  God,  and  nothing  else,  will  ever 
make  ys  happy. 

Whenever  therefore  we  hear  any  one  boast  of  his 
happiness,  and  say  he  has  nothing  more  to  wish,  or 
whenever  we  hear  him  wishing  and  longing  for  such 
and  such  a  worldly  blessing,  and  saying  he  is  sure  he 
should  be  happy  if  he  had  it,  we  may  depend  on  it 
that  man  is  quite  mistaken,  and  is  in  the  road  to  dis- 
appointment and  misery.  We  may  be  quite  sure,  if 
ever  we  ourselves  feel  quite  easy,  and  at  rest  in  our 
possessions,  we  are  making  as  great  a  mistake  as  if 
we  should  call  a  man  asleep  in  a  ship  at  sea,  safe  and 
happy,  because  he  is  dreaming  of  his  home. 

Since  however  we  are  of  ourselves  too  apt  to  for- 
get this,  and  to  mistake  the  deceitful  hopes  and  plea- 
sures of  this  world  for  that  true  and  solid  happiness, 
which  can  only  be  found  in  heaven  with  Almighty 
God ;  He  of  His  great  mercy  takes  care,  from  time  to 
time,  to  disturb  us  in  our  quiet,  and  give  us  notice^ 
that  what  we  are  now  so  delighted  with  will  not, 
cannot  last  long. 

This  is  one  use  of  our  bodies,  and  a  very  great  one 
it  is,  for  which  we  can  never  be  too  thankful ;  namely, 
that  they  put  us  in  mind,  every  now  and  then,  by 
the  pain  and  sickness  to  which  they  are  subject,  how 
imperfect  our  condition  is  as  yet.  God  never  8hew$ 
Himself  so  merciful,  as  when  He  thus  lays  His  hand 
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npon  a  sinner,  making  him  feel  by  pain  what  he  re- 
fused to  learn  by  mere  instruction.  It  was  thus  that 
He  dealt  with  holy  Job,  who  by  such  warnings  was  led 
to  cry  out,  /  have  heard  of  Thee  by  the  hearing  of  the 
eafy  but  now  mine  eye  seeth  Thee.  Wherefore  I  abhor 
myself  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes.  And  perhaps  it 
would  be  well  if  Christians  would  take  as  warnings 
of  this  kind,  not  only  grievous  sicknesses,  which  seem 
to  bring  death  close  to  their  doors,  but  also  the  lesser 
and  more  trifling  bodily,  pains,  which  too  often  only 
serve  to  make  them  fretful  and  impatient.  They  would 
do  well  to  consider,  that  all  such  are  a  sort  of  hints  given 
them  by  their  heavenly  Father,  how  .little  it  becomes 
them  to  trust  in  any  worldly  good,  their  enjoyment  of 
which  so  trifling  a  change  in  the  state  of  their  bodies 
can  effectually  disturb.  Supposing  for  instance  that 
you  had  an  ilhiess,  which  was  not  at  all  serious  or 
dangerous,  but  only  kept  you  a  little  imeasy  or  wake- 
ful at  night,  would  it  not  be  a  good  use  to  make  of 
those  restless  hours,  if  we  employed  them  in  medi- 
tating on  that  blessed  and  final  rest,  which  Qod  has 
prepared  for  us  in  heaven,  and  on  His  mercy  in  so 
disappointing  and  vexing  us,  at  different  times,  as  to 
leave  it  almost  impossible  to  set  up  our  rest  in  this 
world. 

What  is  said  of  bodily  pains,  is  true  also  of  all  the 
other  cares  and  sorrows,  with  which,  at  various  times, 
the  God  and  Father  of  our  whole  life  thinks  proper  to 
try  and  afflict  us.  They  are,  every  one  of  them,  to  be 
taken  as  gentle  blows  from  a  friendly  hand  to  awaken 
us  when  sleeping  in  a  dangerous  place.  When  our 
fathers  and  mothers,  by  death  or  any  turn  of  Provi- 
dence, are  taken  away  and  forsake  us,  it  is  that  we 
may  cast  all  our  care  upon  God,  and  see  whether  He 
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will  not  take  us  up.  If  in  the  sweat  of  our  face  we 
are  to  eat  bread,  that  is,  get  our  living  in  a  painful 
tiring  way,  and  have  nothing  to  lay  up  for  the 
morrow — this  is  God's  warning  to  us,  repeated  as 
often  as  the  sun  rises  and  sets,  that  we  are  sinners 
upon  whom  the  sentence  of  death  is  past,  and  have 
but  a  short  time  to  prepare  ourselves  for  returning  to 
the  dust  out  of  which  we  were  taken.  And  so  with 
regard  to  all  the  other  cares  and  sorrows  of  life,  little 
as  well  as  great — ^all  the  inconveniences  and  dis- 
orders, which  make  themselves  felt,  more  or  less,  in 
every  hour  of  every  day — God  means  them  to  put  us 
in  mind,  as  He  did  the  children  of  Israel  in  the 
wilderness,  That  they  are  not  as  yet  come  to  the  rest 
and  the  inheritance,  which  the  Lord  their  God  has 
prepared  for  them. 

Thus  you  see,  how  kindly  and  mercifully  the  sick- 
nesses, cares,  and  fears  of  man's  life  are  contrived  by 
God  Almighty  to  hinder  him  from  trying  to  be  happy 
here.  In  the  same  way,  it  is  His  will  that  we  should 
take  notice  of  our  own  and  other  men's  sins,  that  we 
may  never  give  in  to  the  madness  of  supposing  that 
we  are  by  any  means  good  enough — or  of  living,  as  if 
we  were  already  made  perfect.  And  indeed  no  man, 
I  should  think,  in  sober  earnest,  can  very  well  fancy 
this  of  himself. 

Let  us  take  any  one  of  those  commandments  which 
Jesus  Christ  most  insists  upon,  as  being  absolutely 
necessary  to  prove  us  good  Christians,  and  save  our 
souls  at  the  last  day. 

For'  example.  If  any  man  will  come  after  Me^  let 
him  deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross  daily ^  and 
folhw  Me. 

If  this  is  sound  sense,  and  a  necessary  part  of  holi- 
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ness,  in  one  day  of  a  week,  one  hour  of  a  day,  or  in 
any  one  part  of  our  life  and  conduct,  it  is  so  in  all 
days,  all  hours,  and  in  all  we  do,  desire,  or  think. 
Unless  therefore  we  have  got  into  a  way  of  denying 
ourselves  in  all  things,  that  is,  of  seeking  both  on 
small  and  great  occasions  to  please  Christ  and  not 
ourselves,  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  that  we  have 
kept  this  commandment. 

Now  who  is  there  that  will  dare  to  say  of  himself, 
that  he  has  thus  denied  himself — has  sought  God's 
glory  in  everything  he  did — has  wasted  no  time,  said 
no  mischievous  words,  indulged  no  foolish  thoughts 
or  base  desires,  for  any  one  day  of  his  life  ? 

And  yet  if  Christ  meant  what  He  said,  no  man  is 
to  satisfy  himself  with  his  goings  on,  till  he  has 
brought  himself  to  this  point. 

Again,  St.  Paul  tells  us,  that  we  are  not  to  please 
ourselves^  hut  to  please  our  neighbour^  for  his  good  to 
edification;  for  even  Christ  pleased  not  Himself. 

Now  let  the  best  of  us  all  try  his  own  goings  on 
by  this  rule;  that  is,  let  him  examine  himself,  how 
often  and  how  carefully  he  has  pleased  his  neighbour 
for  his  good,  in  comparison  with  the  care  and  time 
which  he  has  spent  in  pleasing  himself,  often  to  his 
own  and  his  neighbour's  mischief. 

Our  consciences  will  surely  tell  us,  if  we  deal  fairly 
with  them,  that  we  are  continually  speaking,  doing, 
and  thinking,  too  much  on  our  own  side.  That  when 
we  are  interested  about  anything,  we  hardly  ever  put 
ourselves,  as  we  ought  to  do,  in  our  neighbour's 
place ;  that  in  the  greater  part  of  our  dealings  with 
others,  we  are  very  far  indeed  from  doing  as  we 
would  wish  and  expect  that  others  should  do  by  us. 

But  if  these  things  be  so — if  we  are  every  day 
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failing  and  going  wrong  in  these,  which  are  the  first 
and  simplest  rules  of  Christian  holiness — if  we  have 
not  yet  learned  to  deny  ourselves  —  to  please  our 
neighbour — to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by — there  is 
an  end  surely  of  all  high  thoughts  of  ourselves,  as 
though  we  had  already  attained,  either  were  already 
made  perfect. 

To  tell  us,  therefore,  to  press  on  towards  something 
better,  is  no  absurd  strictness  in  St.  Paul,  but  is 
merely  suiting  his  advice  to  the  condition  of  those 
to  whom  he  is  speaking. 

It  is  merely  saying,  Do  not  fancy  yourself  a  holy 
angel,  or  a  glorified  spirit  in  heaven,  whilst  in  fact 
you  are  here  below,  among  sinners  and  sufferers, 
drowned  in  sin  and  suffering  yourself. 

Another  great  reason  for  his  advising  us  so  earn- 
estly  to  press  forward  is  this,  That  if  we  do  not,  we 
shall  most  certainly  fall  back  again,  and  become  worse 
instead  of  better. 

For  not  to  see  how  greatly  one  stands  in  need  of 
amendment,  shews  such  a  want  of  the  commonest 
attention,  that  to  be  guilty  of  it,  one  must  be  far 
gone  indeed  towards  desperate  blindness  and  hard- 
ness of  heart.  None  of  those  sinners,  whom  Christ 
warns  in  the  Eevelation,  were  in  so  much  danger 
as  those,  who  said  they  were  rich  and  increased  with 
goodSy  and  had  need  of  nothing^  and  knew  not  they 
were  wretched^  and  miserable^  and  poor^  and  blind,  and 
naked.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  not  any  one 
person,  throughout  the  whole  Bible,  who  seems,  as 
you  read  of  him,  so  thoroughly  safe,  and  sure  to  find 
mercy  at  last,  as  St.  Paul ;  and  that  chiefly  for  this 
reason.  That  he  never  counted  himself  to  have  at- 
tained, but  regularly  made  it  the  business  of  every 
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day  to  be  better  and  holier,  more  humble  and  cha- 
ritable, a  truer  lover  of  God  and  his  neighbour,  than 
he  was  the  day  before.  This  is  the  life  we  must  lead, 
if  we  would  die,  as  he  did,  in  God's  favour,  and  be 
forgiven,  as  he  will  be,  in  the  last  great  day. 


SoiTTHROPy 

Jan.  25,  1824. 


[Conversion  of  8t  PauL'\ 
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ROMANS  XV.  3. 
"  For  even  Christ  pleased  not  Himself.'^ 

YYHEEEVeE  we  look  around  us,  we  may  evidently 
see  people  expecting  to  be  bappy,  and  to  bave 
tbeir  own  way.  And  sucb  too  generally  is  tbe  course 
of  our  own  tbougbts.  We  take  it  for  granted,  witb- 
out  enquiry,  that  we  are  to  be  bigbly  favoured,  and 
to  attract  tbe  best  of  everything  to  ourselves.  We 
take  it  for  granted,  tbougb  we  should  be  asbamed  to 
own  as  mucb,  either  to  our  own  thoughts,  or  to  tbe 
ears  of  other  men. ,  We  shape  all  our  plans  and 
fancies,  our  impressions  and  expectations,  upon  a 
silent  notion,  that  it  is  not  to  be  with  us,  as  we 
plainly  see  it  is  witb  all  the  world  besides.  With 
them,  we  know,  and  are  ready  enougb  to  warn  them 
of  it,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  look  for  perfect  content- 
ment on  this  side  tbe  grave.  Wben  we  see  them  dis- 
appointed and  vexed,  anxious  and  weary,  we  say  to 
them,  and  to  ourselves,  that  it  is  no  more  than  mortal 
man  must  of  course  look  for.  But  wben  we  are  to 
take  our  own  turn  in  enduring  tbe  like  distresses 
and  disappointments,  we  are  not  only  grieved,  but 
amazed.  Now  in  this  state  of  mind  there  is  un- 
doubtedly a  great  deal  of  barm.  It  betokens  a  wrong 
view  of  tbings,  and  tends  to  encourage  and  fix  it  for 
tbe  future. 

First,  tbe  wishes  of  different  men  cross  and  thwart 
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one  another  in  such  a  way,  that  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible each  should  have  his  own  will.  For  ex- 
ample, the  world  could  not  go  on  at  all,  if  every  one 
were  rich  who  desires  to  be  so.  It  is  impossible  for 
more  than  one  at  a  time  out  of  a  great  many,  to  have 
the  highest  character  in  a  neighbourhood,  to  have 
most  power  of  swaying  other  men's  opinions  and 
wishes,  to  enjoy  the  best  house,  or  the  largest  for- 
tune. It  is  as  strange,  then,  and  as  inconsistent, 
for  men  to  be  discontented  because  they  do  not 
possess  these  things,  as  if  they  should  be  discon- 
tented because  they  cannot  fly  in  the  air.  They 
should  no  more  allow  themselves  to  reckon  before- 
hand upon  their  having  the  best  in  each  kind,  than 
they  should  expect  to  call  back  past  days,  or  bring 
what  is  to  be  at  a  distance  close  up  to  themselves. 

Again,  men's  surprise  when  they  find  themselves 
failing  and  disappointed,  seems  to  indicate  that  they 
have  had,  as  yet,  very  little  consideration  of  their 
own  deserts.  They  have  not  borne  in  mind  how 
very  unfit  they  are  to  be  favourites  of  Providence, 
to  have  whatever  they  take  a  fancy  to  ask.  Let 
them  only  endeavour  to  recollect  what  sort  of  an  use 
they  have  hitherto  made,  for  the  most  part,  of  the 
various  blessings  which  they  have  enjoyed,  how 
they  have  behaved  when  God  Almighty  has  let 
them  have  their  own  way.  If  they  deal  fairly  with 
their  own  conscience,  it  will  surely  tell  them,  gene- 
rally speaking,  that  they  have  been  very  unthankful 
to  Him.  Either  they  have  gone  riotously  on,  and 
have  forgotten  Who  provided  them  so  richly  with 
good  things,  or  they  have  found  cause  to  murmur 
and  repine  in  the  midst  of  their  enjoyments,  because 
things  were  not  quite  to  their  mind.    How  can  such 
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froward  children  expect  that  their  heavenly  Father 
should  still  continue  to  waste  His  mercies  upon 
them? 

Further,  it  is  certain  that  they  who  wonder  to  find 
their  projects  frustrated,  and  their  expectations  de- 
ceived, have  no  right  impression  upon  their  mindsi 
of  their  present  state  of  probation.  They  do  not  re- 
member that  they  are  on  their  trial,  and  that  there 
is  no  trial  without  difficulty  and  vexation.  God 
humbles  us,  and  proves  us,  to  know  what  is  in  our 
hearts,  whether  we  will  keep  His  commandments  or 
no.  We  can  no  more  expect,  therefore,  that  things 
should  go  pleasantly  with  us,  than  we  can  expect 
the  medicines  we  take  in  times  of  sickness  to  be 
sweet  and  pleasant  to  the  taste.  Rough,  and  un- 
savory, and  bitter  drinks  are  often  necessary  to  our 
health;  so  are  afflictions  and  mortifications  to  the 
health  of  our  souls.  What  can  be  so  apt  to  correct 
pride,  as  when  we  find  our  favourite  projects  de- 
stroyed by  our  own  weakness  and  folly,  and  are 
become  (as  the  Psalmist  expresses  it)  a  very  scorn 
and  derision  unto  them  that  are  round  about  us  ?  What 
so  certain  to  make  us  ashamed  of  our  former  discon- 
tent, as  when  some  new  distress  comes  upon  us,  and 
makes  us  feel  how  much  we  had  been  spared  before  ? 
All  these  are  instruments  and  means,  in  the  hands  of 
Almighty  God,  to  bow  our  wills  to  His,  and  suit  us 
to  His  service  in  the  way  He  thinks  best. 

If,  therefore,  we  would  take  a  true  and  reasonable 
view  of  our  own  case,  we  must  never  leave  it  out  of 
sight,  that  afflictions  and  disappointments  of  some 
sort  or  other,  are  almost  sure  to  be  in  store  for  us. 
Nay,  we  have  never  so  much  reason  to  be  alarmed, 
as  when  God  lets  us  go  on,  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
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without  any  trial  of  this  kind.  For  then  it  is  that  we 
are  in  most  danger  of  forgetting  Him,  and  setting  up 
our  rest  in  this  world.  It  seems  almost  as  if  our 
heavenly  Physician  had  given  us  over,  when  we  are 
allowed  to  have  our  own  way  in  almost  everything ; 
just  as  when  a  man  is  troubled  with  bodily  sickness, 
it  is  a  sign  of  the  greatest  danger  to  hear  the  phy- 
sician say  ^he  may  take  what  he  pleases  now,  he 
cannot  do  himself  any  harm.' 

These  are  some  of  the  false  notions  people  go  upon, 
in  expecting  and  hoping,^  as  they  too  commonly  do, 
to  have  their  own  way,  to  take  the  best  of  everything 
to  themselves.  They  forget  that  God  has  on  purpose 
made  men's  portions  in  the  world  unequal,  so  that  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  for  more  than  a  very  few  to 
hold  the  first  places.  They  forget,  above  all,  that 
they  are  sinners  in  a  state  of  probation,  and  that, 
very  likely,  the  least  additional  share  of  outward 
prosperity  would  prove  their  everlasting  ruin. 

Let  us  now  go  on  to  consider,  whether  this  temper 
of  expecting  the  best  for  oneself  be  not  a  very  dan- 
gerous one  to  indulge,  as  well  as  very  deceitful  and 
ill-groimded.  One  should  certainly  expect  to  find  it 
so,  because  all  dispositions  lead  to  mischief  and  prac- 
tical misery,  in  such  measure  as  they  are  contrary 
to  the  truth  of  things,  and  to  the  laws  which  God 
has  set  Himself  for  His  government  of  the  world. 

Accordingly,  we  need  not  look  far  around  us,  to 
see  how  much  harm  men  do  to  their  own  best  hopes, 
and  God's  most  gracious  designs,  by  indulging  the 
vain  fancy,  that  they  are  not  to  come  in  misfortune 
like  other  men,  that  they  may  safely  please  them- 
selves, and  have  no  particular  reason  to  prepare  for 
disappointment  and  sorrow. 
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In  case  they  go  on  prosperously,  this  is  the  way 
to  make  themselves  less  thankful,  and  of  course  less 
happy  in  their  prosperity.  They  look  upon  it  as 
a  matter  of  course,  and  almost  forget  to  give  thanks 
for  it,  at  all.  Just  as  men  generally  do  at  their  daily 
meals ;  they  pay  their  acknowledgments  to  their 
Maker  in  such  a  careless  way,  as  too  plainly  shews 
that  they  are  vdry  far  from  thinking  of  Him  as  they 
ought,  and  that  because  they  have  seldom  or  never, 
in  good  earnest,  felt  the  pains  of  hunger ;  they  have 
never  known  what  it  was  to  go  for  days  together 
without  food,  or  with  such  a  supply  as  was  only  just 
sufficient  to  keep  them  alive.  If  they  had  once  ex- 
perienced this,  or  if  they  had  properly  accustomed 
themselves  to  consider  whose  mercy  it  is  that  they 
are  not  continually  suflfering  it,  you  would  soon  seo 
them  as  earnest  in  their  thanksgivings  for  their  daily 
breaid,  as  tbey  now  are  for  the  rarest  and  most  un- 
expected mercies.  And  as  the  joy  of  all  joys,  the 
greatest  addition  that  can  possibly  be  made  to  any  of 
the  good  gifts  of  God  is,  most  assuredly,  a  heart  dis- 
posed to  receive  them  thankfully,  it  follows  that  who- 
ever uses  himself  to  expect  God's  favours  confidently, 
and  to  welcome  them  carelessly,  as  matters  of  course, 
he  is  going  the  sure  way  to  lessen  his  enjoyment  of 
them,  when  they  are  bestowed  on  him. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  God  in  His  wise  and  merciful 
Providence  thinks  proper  to  disappoint  our  worldly 
hopes,  this  is  the  way  to  feel  the  disappointment  most 
bitterly,  and  bear  it  most  fretfully.  Those  who  look 
on  success  or  enjoyment  as  a  matter  of  course,  must 
feel  themselves  as  it  were  defrauded  of  what  they  had 
a  right  to,  when  their  expectations  are  not  answered. 
This  makes  them  grumble  and  complain,  as  if  God 
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were  their  debtor,  and  had  deceived  them.  But  I 
need  hardly  tell  you  that  this  is  great  impiety,  and 
utterly  unworthy,  I  do  not  say  of  a  good  Christian, 
but  of  any  one  who  has  the  least  sense  of  GK)d  or 
religion. 

These  are  the  great  temptations  and  dangers  into 
which  we  throw  ourselves  by  giving  way  to  our  fancy, 
and  imagining  that  Providence  is  to  order  things  in 
such  a  way  as  shall  best  please  us. 

Now  in  order  for  a  Christian  to  cure  himself  effec 
tually  of  this  sin  and  folly,  I  do  not  know  a  better  way 
than  the  following :  let  him  use  himself  to  look  always, 
in  his  plans  and  expectations,  towards  the  example  of 
our  blessed  Master  and  Saviour,  towards  that  part  of 
His  example  which  is  so  plainly  and  shortly,  yet  so 
fully,  set  down  for  our  admonition  in  the  text.  Even 
Christ  pleased  not  Himself.  The  great  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  for  whom  and  by  whom  are  all  things,  was 
content,  when  He  became  man,  to  give  up  His  own 
will,  and  do  and  suffer  His  Father's  will,  in  all  those 
respects  wherein  men  in  general  think  it  most  natural 
and  reasonable  for  them  to  expect  to  have  their  own 
way.  Men  desire  to  grow  rich ;  Jesus  Christ,  on  pur- 
pose, continued  all  His  life  in  poverty.  Men  desire 
to  be  honoured  and  esteemed ;  Jesus  Christ  willingly 
came  to  be  despised  and  rejected  of  men.  Men  desire 
to  pass  their  time  in  quiet  and  ease,  if  not  in  positive 
enjoyment ;  Jesus  Christ  came  to  be  a  man  of  sorrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief.  Men  desire  to  get  them- 
selves houses  and  homes,  wives  and  children,  and  to 
live  and  die  at  rest  in  their  possessions ;  Jesus  Christ 
would  have  none  of  these  things.  Men  desire  and 
expect  to  succeed  in  what  they  zealously  undertake ; 
they  think  much  of  whatever  trouble  they  submit  to 
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in  the  way  of  charity,  and  presumptuously  reckon 
upon  the  good  they  have  done ;  Christ  Jesus  was  con- 
tented to  see  His  gracious  designs  and  endeavours  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Jewish  nation  made  void  by  their 
wickedness  and  obstinacy.  He  went  on  till  He  was 
fain  to  cry  out,  0  Jerusalem^  Jerusalem^  thou  that  kilU 
est  the  prophets^  and  stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto 
thee  ;  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  toge- 
ther^ even  as  a  hen  gather eth  her  chickens  under  her  wings ^ 
and  ye  would  not 

To  be  sure,  our  blessed  Saviour  might  have  had  His 
own  way  if  He  would.  It  was  not  want  of  power 
which  made  Him,  humanly  speaking,  so  poor  and 
destitute — He  who  could  feed  five  thousand  with 
a  few  loaves  and  fishes,  could  cure  the  sick  and  raise 
the  dead.  But  He  being  perfect  man,  knew  very  well 
that  as  man  His  way  to  happiness  was  not  to  please 
Himself.  He  was  not  only  to  purchase  heaven  for  us, 
but  also  to  shew  us  the  true  way  to  heaven,  and  ac- 
cordingly "  He  went  not  up  into  His  joy  till  He  had 
first  suffered  pain;  He  entered  not  into  His  glory 
before  He  was  crucified.''  By  this  we  know,  to  go 
on  with  the  true  and  holy  words  of  the  Prayer-book, 
which  I  have  just  referred  to,  that  "  our  way  to  eternal 
joy  is  to  suffer  here  with  Christ,  and  our  door  to  enter 
into  eternal  life  is  gladly  to  die  with  Christ,  that  we 
may  rise  again  from  death  and  dwell  with  Him  in 
everlasting  life." 

By  this  also  we  know,  which  is  the  point  more  espe- 
cially to  be  considered  now,  what  is  the  just  frame  and 
temper  of  mind,  which  is  to  keep  us  in  the  right  dis- 
charge of  all  our  duties  to  our  neighbour.  For  the 
text  leads  us  to  consider  Christ's  example,  as  it  may 
help  us  to  practise  that  last  and  hardest  part  of  what 
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we  owe  to  other  men,  not  to  covet  nor  desire  their 
goods,  but  to  learn  and  labour  truly  to  get  our  own 
living  in  that  state  of  life  unto  which  it  hath  pleased 
God  to  call  us. 

I  dare  say  this  has  often  seemed  to  many  of  us  the 
hardest  of  all  the  commandments.  Many  in  their 
hearts  are  tempted  to  account  it  impossible ;  because 
they  are  so  used  to  give  way  to  their  desires  and 
fancies,  that  they  do  not  understand  how  they  should 
be  called  on  to  command  them.  "  Our  hands,"  they 
say  to  themselves,  "  are  in  our  own  power,  and  there- 
fore we  readily  perceive  how  it  may  be  our  duty  to 
keep  them  from  our  neighbour's  goods,  and  how  God 
may  be  angry  with  us  if  we  do  not.  But  it  is  not  so 
with  our  appetites  and  inclinations.  We  cannot  help 
feeling  them,  any  more  than  we  can  help  seeing  ob- 
jects when  our  eyes  are  open.  All  therefore  wo  can 
say  is,  thafr  we  hope  God  will  not  impute  it  to  us  as 
wilful  covetousness,  although  our  thoughts  are  a  good 
deal  taken  up  with  wishing  for  what  is  another  per- 
son's ;  for  indeed  we  cannot  help  it." 

In  some  such  light  way  as  this  do  too  many  Chris- 
tians reconcile  themselves  to  their  own  state  of  mind, 
and  go  on  to  the  end  of  their  days  coveting  and  de- 
siring other  men's  goods,  without  the  least  suspicion 
how  great  and  deadly  a  sin  they  are  indulging. 

But  if  they  would  set  themselves  soberly  to  con- 
sider this  most  certain  truth,  that  they  are  entrusted 
by  God  with  the  management  and  amendment  of  their 
own  appetites  and  passions  as  entirely  as  with  their 
time  or  money,  or  anything  else  for  which  they  know 
themselves  to  be  most  answerable ;  they  would  soon 
see  that  their  wild  and  unkind  wishes,  though  they  go 
no  further  than  wishes,  are  a  real  sin,  and  may  make 
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them  unfit  for  heaven.  For  nobody  is  in  the  right 
temper  for  that  blessed  place  who  does  not  rejoice  in 
seeing  his  neighbour  made  as  happy  as  ever  he  can  be. 
But  if  you  did  so,  you  could  not  possibly  covet  or 
desire  your  neighbour's  goods,  because  that  would  be 
wishing  so  much  good  away  from  him,  and  in  your 
own  possession. 

The  only  way,  therefore,  to  have  such  brotherly 
love  in  you,  as  may  render  you  fit  to  meet  your 
Christian  neighbours  in  heaven,  is  to  copy  the  ex- 
ample of  Jesus  Christ — not  pleasing  yourself — ^not  ex- 
pecting, nor  planning,  nor  desiring  to  have  the  best 
of  things  for  your  own — but  rather  pleasing  your 
neighbour  for  his  good  to  edification — going  out  of 
your  own  way,  and  giving  up  your  own  will  in  things 
indifferent,  for  the  sake  of  pleasing  others ;  not  to  ob- 
tain praise  and  favour  from  them,  but  to  do  them 
good,  and  make  friends  of  them  for  ever. 

The  whole  life  of  our  Blessed  JSaviour,  and  par- 
ticularly His  public  ministry,  was  taken  up  in  setting 
forth  this  lesson.  Ho  pleased  not  Himself,  as  we  have 
before  noticed,  in  regard  of  worldly  things,  riches  and 
honours.  But  it  may  be  said,  there  are  some  who 
have  no  taste  for  these  things  by  nature ;  and  Jesus 
Christ  might  be  one  of  them.  He  had  then,  of  course, 
so  much  the  greater  love  of  peace  and  quietness — of 
serving  God  quietly  in  the  retirement  of  His  own 
family.  But  in  this  too  He  pleased  Himself  as  little 
as  He  did  in  the  other  way.  He  gave  up  peace  and 
quiet  no  less  entirely  than  riches  and  honours,  for  the 
sake  of  the  souls  of  His  brethren.  During  the  four 
last  years  of  His  life,  He  gave  up  the  ease  and  quiet, 
to  which  He  had  been  before  accustomed,  for  every- 
thing that  was  restless  and  uncomfortable ;  having  no 
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certain  dwelling-place,  nor  any  fixed  support,  living 
continually  in  the  midst  of  an  ungrateful  multitude, 
and  forced  to  use  much  contrivance  to  have  leisure  so 
much  as  for  His  meals  or  His  prayers. 

Now  it  is  far  less  than  this,  generally  speaking, 
which  the  condition  of  the  world  requires  of  us.  We 
are  not  called  upon  to  give  up  our  ease  and  comfort, 
our  home  and  quiet,  for  our  duty^s  sake,  but  only  to 
content  ourselves  in  that  ease  and  'comfort,  that  home 
and  quiet  which  our  gracious  God  has  bestowed  on 
us,  and  to  serve  Him  in  them  faithfully  and  thank- 
fully, without  fancying  how  much  better  it  would  be 
if  we  had  such  and  such  things  more,  and  without 
being  uneasy  in  the  want  of  them. 

If  you  would  know  how  it  was,  that  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  made  up  His  mind  to  this  perfect  indifferenco 
with  regard  to  those  things,  of  which  the  world  in 
general  has  the  highest  opinion — the  Apostle  tells  us 
in  one  word — He  did  it  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before 
Him.  It  was  that  which  made  everything  else  seem 
little  in  comparison — which  made  Him  take  pleasure 
in  not  pleasing  Himself.  Sooner  or  later  the  moment 
will  come  in  which  every  one  of  us,  however  unlike 
we  are  to  our  Blessed  Saviour  now,  will  pass  the  same 
true  judgment  upon  the  value  of  things,  in  which  He 
constantly  lived.  When  the  world  is  finally  passing 
away  from  us,  and  all  our  time  past  seems  no  better 
than  a  restless  dream,  then,  if  not  before,  we  shall 
understand  the  wisdom  of  denying  ourselves,  of  keep- 
ing a  guard  over  our  affections  and  appetites— of 
being  contented  and  cheerful  with  the  present,  rather 
than  looking  out  for  high  raptures  and  enjoyments,  to 
follow  upon  our  obtaining  such  and  such  things  on 
which  we  have  set  our  fancy.     It  will  matter  little  to 
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us,  when  we  lie  down  to  die,  what  the  station  or  con- 
dition was,  to  which  it  pleased  God  to  call  us,  in  this 
transitory  world.  All  we  shall  care  for  then  will  be, 
How  we  have  done  our  duty  in  it :  how  truly  we 
have  laid  hold  of  that  pardon  and  grace,  which  the 
Son  of  God  and  His  Holy  Spirit  have  been  offering 
us  all  our  lives  long. 


Eastleach, 
Jan.  30,  1825. 
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ACTS  xxiii.  5. 
"  Thou  shalt  not  speak  evil  of  the  ruler  of  thy  peopled* 

THEKE  is  no  one  of  God's  commandments,  the 
violation  of  which  is  more  shocking  to  an  honest 
and  generous  mind  than  the  ninth.  Any  kind  of 
false  witness  borne  against  one's  neighbour,  imme- 
diately excites  the  indignation  and  contempt  of  those 
who  stand  by  and  look  coolly  at  it.  It  carries  with 
it  at  once  three  things,  which  are  disgusting  enough 
when  separated, — spite,  falseness  and  cowardice;  spite, 
in  speaking  against  one's  neighbour  at  all ;  falseness, 
in  doing  it  untruly,  or  without  much  caring  or  en- 
quiring whether  it  be  true ;  and  cowardice,  in  taking 
advantage  of  his  absence,  and  attacking  him  when  he 
can  least  help  himself. 

Yet  no  commandment  is  more  commonly  broken 
than  the  ninth,  no  sin  more  universally  practised  than 
slander,  in  one  shape  or  another.  The  ordinary  temp- 
tation to  it,  most  probably,  is  the  desire  of  amusing 
one's  companions,  the  wish  of  having  something  to 
say.  This,  if  it  came  but  once  and  away,  would  call 
for  no  very  painful  resistance.  But  occurring  as  it 
does  very  often,  to  some  persons,  almost  as  often  as 
they  go  into  company,  it  proves  in  the  end  too  strong 
for  most  of  us.  Nothing,  I  verily  believe,  can  well 
enable  us  to  get  over  it,  but  a  firm  determination 
govern  our  manners  and  conversation  in  social 
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ings,  as  well  as  the  graver  parts  of  our  conduct,  by 
the  rules  of  reason  and  religion. 

The  present  occasion,  appointed  for  the  more  espe- 
cial consideration  of  our  duties  to  the  king,  and  all 
who  ar6  put  in  authority  under  him,  leads  us  to  re- 
mark particularly  on  one  breach  of  the  ninth  com- 
mandment, which  is,  in  general,  very  little  thought 
of,  I  mean  speaking  evil  of  dignities,  of  those  who 
by  God's  Providence  or  man's  ordinance  are  set  above 
us  in  any  way. 

How  common  a  fault  this  is,  the  experience  of 
every  day  shews.  I  do  not  mean  only  siibjects  speak- 
ing against  kings,  and  their  other  political  superiors ; 
but  are  not  scholars  also  in  general  fond  of  finding 
fault  with  teachers,  servants  with  their  masters,  the 
poor  with  the  rich  ?  In  short,  in  all  professions  and 
ways  of  life,  men  almost  always  feel  pleasure  in  ob- 
serving and  exposing  the  improper  conduct  of  those 
immediately  above  them.  If  they  do  not  actually  en- 
gage in  such  conversation  themselves,  they  listen  to 
it  too  eagerly;  they  are  wakened  up  by  it  when  it 
begins,  and  find  it  too  amusing  to  wish  it  soon  over. 
And  it  is  much  to  be  noticed,  that  there  is  a  way  of 
listening  which  does  nearly  as  much  harm  as  delibe- 
rate evil  speaking,  and  betrays  perhaps  a  worse  heart. 
For  evil  speaking  may  be  sometimes  provoked  by 
some  supposed  wrong, — more  may  be  said  than  is 
meant,  and  the  oJBfender  may  be  sorry  a  moment  after- 
wards. But  where  people  listen  with  satisfaction  to 
stories  which  they  suspect  may  be  false,  and  are  sure 
they  are  unkind,  it  must  be  either  in  malice,  or  for 
want  of  consideration,  little  better  than  malice.  They 
are  liable  to  the  peculiar  censure  denounced  by  St, 
Paul  against  those  who  are  farthest  gone  in  pre- 
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sumptuous  sins,  Who^  says  he,  knowing  the  judgment 
of  Gody  that  they  which  commit  such  things  are  worthy 
of  deaths  not  only  do  the  same^  but  have  pleasure  in  them 
that  do  them. 

But  I  was  speaking,  not  of  the  sin  of  listening  to 
calumny  in  general,  but  of  the  peculiar  delight  which 
men  seem  to  take  in  hearing  and  speaking  unkind 
sentences  of  their  superiors.  Disgraceful  and  useless 
as  the  practice  is,  it  cannot,  I  am  afraid,  be  called  at 
all  unnatural.  For  is  it  not  natural  to  all  men  to 
think  well  of  themselves,  and  to  desire  to  have  their 
own  way  ?  that  is,  in  other  words,  to  be  presumptuous 
and  self-willed.  Now  these  are  the  very  tempers  which, 
according  to  the  Apostle  St.  Peter,  dispose  men  to 
calumniate  their  superiors.  He  is  describing  some 
restless  and  wicked  persons,  who  were  greatly  dis- 
turbing the  Church  in  his  time.  Presumptuous  are 
they^  self  willed — they  are  not  afraid  to  speak  evil  of 
dignities. 

1.  Presumptuous  are  they — they  love  to  shew  how 
much  they  dare  to  say  and  do — they  wish  everybody 
to  take  notice  that  they  have  a  mind  and  opinion  of 
their  own,  and  think  themselves  as  good  or  better 
than  those  who  have  been  set  over  them  both  by  God 
and  man.  And,  of  course,  the  higher  the  person  is 
whom  they  have  an  opportunity  of  attacking,  the  more 
is  this  spirit  of  presumption  gratified, 

2.  Again,  says  the  Apostle,  they  are  self  willed^  they 
want  to  have  their  own  way,  and  are  quite  impatient 
of  any  sort  of  restraint,  whether  it  be  from  kings,  or 
priests,  or  masters,  or  governors,  or  even  from  their 
own  fathers  and  mothers,  when  it  stands  in  the  way 
of  their  pleasure  or  profit.  And  since  it  is  impossible, 
but  the  laws  made  by  those  who  have  aul 
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the  benefit  of  families  or  nations,  must  now  and  then 
interfere  with  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  individuals, 
here  will  be  a  constant  temptation  to  fretful  hearts, 
and  evil  tongues,  to  speak  evil  of  dignities.  They 
want  to  have  their  own  way,  and  their  rulers  will 
not,  cannot  suflPer  them.  They  revenge  themselves, 
of  course,  by  slander  and  abuse. 

To  this  they  have  the  greater  temptation,  because 
in  general  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  they  can  safely 
indulge  their  malice.  A  person  may  be  out  of  their 
reach  in  every  other  respect,  but  he  cannot  hinder 
them  from  abusing  him  in  his  absence.  Of  this,  there- 
fore,  they  take  their  full  measure ;  like  cowards,  get- 
ting to  a  safe  distance,  and  then  attacking  their  enemy 
when  they  know  he  cannot  defend  himself. 

These  then  are  the  hateful  tempers,  which  lead 
men  to  delight  in  speaking  evil  of  their  superiors, — 
presumption,  self-will,  and  cowardice.  And  surely  it 
should  be  enough  to  keep  a  Christian  from  indulging 
himself  in  any  such  practice,  when  he  considers  that 
it  arises  from  such  dispositions  as  these ;  dispositions 
perfectly  opposite  to  those  which  keep  up  peace  in 
heaven,  and  in  which  we  must  all  train  ourselves,  if 
ever  we  hope  to  be  happy  there. 

It  is  observed  accordingly  by  St.  Peter,  speaking  of 
the  respect  due  to  persons  in  authority,  that  even  angels^ 
which  are  greater  in  power  and  mighty  bring  not  a  raiU 
ing  accusation  against  them  before  the  Lord.  The  angels 
know  the  bad  conduct  of  unworthy  great  men  and  per- 
sons in  power,  much  better  than  we  can  know  it. 
They  are  impressed,  far  more  deeply  than  we  can  be, 
with  an  abhorrence  of  their  vices — can  enter  far  more 
thoroughly  into  the  mind  of  God,  and  His  anger 
against  them.    Yet  here  we  are  told,  you  see,  that 
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they  never  allow  themselves  in  violent  or  reproachful 
words  or  thoughts  a^inst  men  in  high  place.  Though 
they  cannot,  perhaps,  respect  the  persons,  they  respect 
the  authority  of  God,  who  has  made  them  what  they 
are.  Whilst  sinful  men,  upon  mere  suspicion,  (for  they 
can  seldom  have  much  more,)  think  themselves  jus- 
tified in  envying  and  abusing  their  superiors  without 
care  or  measure. 

Neither  will  it  be  enough  to  say,  that  in  some 
cases  we  have  certain  knowledge  of  their  guilt ;  and 
as  it  is  impossible  not  to  disapprove  of  them,  so  it  is 
excusable  if  we  use  strong  language  in  speaking  of 
them.  A  just  and  moderate  disapprobation  we  may 
and  ought  to  feel,  and  when  occasion  serves,  and 
good  may  be  done,  it  should  be  expressed  in  just 
and  moderate  language.  But  this  will  be  no  plea 
for  men's  delighting  to  blame  their  superiors.  To  do 
any  good  by  such  blame,  we  must  feel  a  dislike  of 
the  subject,  and  a  reverence  for  the  persons,  at  the 
very  time  we  are  finding  fault  with  them.  We  should 
be  afraid,  the  Apostle's  word  is  we  should  tremble^  in 
speaking  evil  of  dignities,  even  though  our  duty  call 
on  us  to  do  so. 

Look  at  the  conduct  of  St.  Paul  in  that  remarkable 
passage  of  his  life,  part  of  which  was  read  to  you  as 
the  text.  He  was  brought  before  the  council  of  the 
Jews,  whom  he  knew  to  be  his  mortal  enemies,  and 
that  most  unjustly,  to  be  tried  on  a  charge  upon 
which  he  knew  they  wished  to  condemn  him,  with- 
out enquiry,  and  without  much  thought  or  care 
whether  he  was  really  guilty.  He  began  quietly  to 
make  his  defence,  saying.  Men  and  brethren^  I  have 
lived  in  all  good  conscience  before  God  unto  this  dag. 
And  the  high^priest  Ananias    commanded  them   that 
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stood  by  to  smite  him  on  the  mouth.  This  was  more 
than  the  Apostle  could  easily  bear ;  his  temper  was 
naturally  warm,  and  his  sense  of  unkindness  and 
oppression  was  quick  and  keen;  and  in  the  heat  of 
the  moment  he  replied,  God  shall  smite  thee  thou 
whited  wallj  for  sittest  thou  to  judge  me  after  the  law^ 
and  commandest  me  to  be  smitten  contrary  to  the  law  *  ? 
And  they  which  stood  by  said^  Hevilest  thou  God^s  high- 
priest  ?  Then  said  Fauly  I  wist  not^  brethren^  that  he 
was  the  high-priest.  For  it  is  written^  Thou  shalt  not 
speak  evil  of  the  ruler  of  thy  people.  As  much  as  to 
say,  that  if  he  had  known  in  what  place  or  dignity 
Ananias  stood,  he  should  never  have  uttered  such 
a  sentence  against  him,  how  richly  soever  he  might 
have  deserved  it.  How  different  is  all  this  from  the 
tone  and  temper  of  those  who  take  a  pride  in  calum- 
niating such  as  are  in  authority,  and  think  it  shews 
spirit  and  manliness. 

It  may  help  to  give  us  a  juster  notion  of  a  Chris- 
tian's duty  in  this  point,  if  we  consider  how  St.  Paul 
conducted  himself  on  like  occasions  afterwards,  when 
he  was  brought  before  Felix,  Festus,  and  Agrippa. 
He  speaks  to  them  throughout  with  perfect  boldness, 
yet  with  perfect  respect.  Nor  is  it  possible  any- 
where to  find,  or,  I  should  think,  to  imagine,  a  more 
perfect  instance  of  Christian  courtesy,  than  his  reply 
to  King  Agrippa,  who  had  just  acknowledged  that 
he  was  almost  persuaded  to  be  a  Christian ;  and  Paul 
said,  I  would  to  God  tliat  not  only  thou,  but  also  all 
that  hear  me  this  day,  were  both  almost  and  altogether 
such  as  I  am,  except  these  bonds.  One  sees  imme- 
diately, upon  the  mere  reading  over  these  words, 

• 

*  Qu.  Ananias  was  not  high-priest. 
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how  much  better  and  more  Christian  it  is  to  deal 
calmly  and  respectfully  with  enemies  and  oppressors, 
than  to  give  way  to  one's  natural  indignation.  And 
if  with  enemies  and  oppressors,  much  more  with 
those  whose  only  fault  towards  us  is,  that  God  has 
set  them  in  a  higher  station  than  He  has  us. 

This  example  of  St.  Paul  is  moreover  an  ample  proof, 
that  there  is  nothing  whatever  mean  or  cowardly  in 
giving  good  words  to  our  superiors,  and  passing 
favourable  judgments  on  their  conduct.  For  if  ever 
there  was  any  person  in  the  world,  besides  our  blessed 
Saviour,  who  kept  himself  throughout  most  entirely 
free  from  anything  like  meanness  or  cowardice,  it 
was  certainly  this  great  Apostle. 

It  may  be  said,  that  our  Saviour's  own  example 
tells  rather  the  contrary  way,  in  the  very  strong 
censures  which  He  used  to  pass  upon  the  Scribes 
and  Pharisees,  whom  nevertheless  He  Himself  al- 
lowed to  be  sitting  in  Moses'  seat,  and  to  be  en- 
titled to  the  obedience  of  His  disciples.  But  when 
our  Saviour  spoke  to  them  so,  He  did  not  speak  as 
an  inferior.  He  spoke  as  the  Master  and  Teacher  of 
the  Pharisees  themselves,  in  God's  Name,  and  by 
His  own  authority,  as  the  anointed  messenger  of 
His  Father.  Far  indeed  was  His  example  from  en- 
couraging private  Christians  to  speak  evil  of  dig- 
nities ;  He  who  set  it  down  as  one  of  the  prime  laws 
of  His  kingdom,  Judge  not^  that  ye  he  not  judged. 

And  if  we  must  not  speak  evil  of  the  king  and 
those  who  are  put  in  authority  under  him,  much  less 
must  we  do  any.  We  must  put  down  that  spirit  of 
envy  and  grudging,  which  leads  so  many  among 
us  to  be  unkind,  in  various  ways,  to  those  who  in 
a  worldly  sense  appear  to  be  better  off  than  our( 


ir^^^; 


222  SEBMON   XYIII. 


as  if  God  had  done  too  much  for  them  already,  and 
they  needed  no  kindness  at  our  hands.  Whereas  a 
just  sense  of  their  situation  would  surely  rather  in- 
cline us  to  pity  and  befriend  them  as  much  as  possible ; 
considering  that  they  are  in  a  more  uneasy  and  danger- 
ous  condition,  many  ways,  than  those  are  who  have 
less  to  answer  for.  This  feeling  should  govern  our 
conduct  not  only  towards  those  who  are  richer  and 
greater,  but  also  towards  those  who  are  wiser  and 
more  knowing,  healthier  or  stronger  than  ourselves. 
If  we  are  not  on  our  guard,  we  shall  be  continually 
tempted  to  envy  them. 

We  must  use  ourselves  therefore  always  to  look  at 
them  with  a  reasonable  and  religious  eye,  as  persons 
who  having  so  far  received  more  than  has  fallen  to 
our  lot,  will  be  called  on,  by-and-by,  for  a  heavier 
account  than  ours.  Think  of  your  superiors  in  this 
way,  and  your  envy  will  soon  be  turned  into  a 
compassionate  sense  of  their  danger,  and  sincere 
wishes  that  they  may  be  brought  safely  through  it 
at  last. 

This  Christian  concern  for  the  good  of  those  who 
are  in  authority  will  naturally  make  us  remember 
them  in  our  prayers,  along  with  all  others  who  are  in 
any  particular  need  or  danger.  Which  is  the  reason 
why  the  Church  has  been  so  careful  to  make  mention 
of  the  king,  the  royal  family,  and  others  in  high  place 
or  station,  in  several  parts  of  her  solemn  daily  ser- 
vices. There  is  just  the  same  reason  why  we  should 
pray  especially  for  them,  as  for  those  who  travel  by 
land  or  by  water,  for  sick  persons  and  prisoners,  for 
those  who  are  afflicted  or  distressed.  They  have  espe- 
cial need  of  our  prayers,  and  it  is  a  part  of  Christian 
charity  to  remember  them. 
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It  is  true,  our  Church  is  supported  in  some  sense 
by  the  Government,  but  that  is  not  the  reason  of  our 
praying  for  our  governors.  For  that  was  done  in  all 
times  of  the  Gospel,  from  the  very  beginning,  when 
the  governors  of  states  were  the  bitterest  enemies  of 
the  Church.  It  was  a  law  of  Scripture  that  even  then 
supplications^  prayers^  intercessions^  and  giving  of  thanks 
should  be  made  for  all  men :  particularly  for  kings  and 
all  who  are  in  authority.  Now  how  it  can  be  reason- 
able and  consistent  for  us,  after  we  have  been  praying 
to  God  to  bless  our  king  or  other  superiors,  to  go 
away  and  amuse  ourselves  with  speaking,  hearing,  or 
reading  evil,  of  that  very  person  perhaps,  any  one  may 
easily  judge  for  himself. 

Lastly  and  above  all,  there  is  great  ingratitude  and 
impiety  towards  Almighty  God,  in  this  too  common 
disposition  to  speak  evil  of  dignities.  Difference  of 
rank,  power,  and  riches,  between  man  and  man,  is  no 
doubt  God's  appointment,  as  much  as  difference  of 
health  and  strength.  And  when  we  speak  or  think 
unkindly  of  our  neighbour,  for  being  nobler,  or  richer, 
or  of  more  consequence,  than  ourselves,  we  do  in  fact 
grumble  against  our  Maker,  and  set  up  ourselves  as 
better  judges  than  He  of  what  is  really  good  for  us. 
And  if  we  die  in  such  a  temper  as  that,  our  end  can  be 
no  other  than  everlasting  destruction.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  cheerful  submission  to  authority,  a  desire  to 
find  one's  superiors  in  the  right,  and  such  a  respect 
both  for  them  and  ourselves,  as  shall  hinder  us  from 
saying  anything  lightly  and  rashly  of  them,  whether 
in  the  way  of  praise  or  blame ;  these  are  real  parts  of 
sound  Christian  wisdom,  and  will  be  found  material 
helps  in  that,  which  has  been  truly  said  to  be  a  sincere 
Christian's  main  object  in  life,  that  is,  To  pass  quietly 

E 


224  SEBMON   XYIII. 


through  this  world  to  a  better.  In  his  words  and  in 
his  thoughts,  as  well  as  in  his  outward  actions,  it  will 
be  such  a  man's  endeavour  always  to  observe  the 
caution  of  the  wise  man,  My  souj  fear  thou  the  Lord 
and  the  Jcing^  and  meddle  not  with  them  that  are  given 
to  change. 


HUBSLEY, 

Jan.  29,  1826. 


[The  King^s  Accemon.'] 


SERMON  XIX. 


DANIEL  vi.  10. 

*^  Now  when  Daniel  knew  thai  t?ie  writing  was  signed^  tie 
went  into  his  house  ;  and  his  windows  being  open  in  his  cham- 
ber  toward  Jeiiisalem^  he  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times 
a  day,  and  prayed,  and  gave  thanks  before  his  Ood,  as  he  did 
aforetime.*' 

TN  these  words  we  have  a  description  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Prophet  Daniel,  when  his  enemies  had  con- 
spired to  find  occasion  against  him  concerning  the 
law  of  his  God.  They  had  got  a  decree  passed,  that 
whoever  should  pray  to  God  within  such  a  time, 
should  be  cast  into  the  den  of  lions.  It  is  worth  our 
particular  observation,  how  the  good  and  wise  Pro- 
phet behaved  himself  on  this  occasion.  For  it  ap- 
pears from  a  good  many  passages  of  holy  Scripture, 
that  he  was  a  very  particular  favourite  of  God.  He 
was  repeatedly  called  by  angels,  A  man  greatly  be- 
loved. And  he  is  mentioned,  together  with  Noah 
and  Job,  as  one  of  those  whose  intercession  would 
be  most  likely  to  prevail  in  turning  away  God's 
anger  from  a  sinful  people.  After  such  recommenda- 
tion as  this,  it  is  impossible  for  those  who  would  in 
earnest  please  God,  not  to  be  anxious  to  understand 
Daniel's  example.  For  He  is  the  same  God  always, 
and  delights  in  the  same  things  now  as  He  did  then. 
Now  the  account  of  the  Prophet's  behaviour  on  this 
trying  occasion  is  plain  enough,  and  easy  to  be  un- 
derstood.   The  decree  of  the  king,  the  spite  of  his 
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servants,  the  thought  of  the  den  of  hungry  lions, 
made  no  difference  at  all  in  his  conduct.  He  went 
quietly  on  with  his  daily  duty  of  prayer,  and  trusted 
God  Almighty  for  the  consequence.  Now  when  Daniel 
knew  that  the  writing  was  signed^  he  went  into  his 
house;  and  his  windows  being  open  in  his  chamber 
toward  Jerusalem^  he  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three 
times  a  day^  and  prayed^  and  gave  thanks  before  his 
Godj  as  he  did  aforetime. 

We  may  observe,  that  he  did  not  go  out  of  his 
way  to  run  himself  into  danger.  There  is  no  unruly 
zeal,  no  violent  opposition,  to  the  king's  decree.  He 
merely  goes  on  with  his  usual  devotions  in  his  usual 
manner.  It  had  been  his  custom  to  pray  three  times 
a.day,  that  is,  as  I  suppose,  three  times  besides  his 
morning  and  evening  devotions  at  getting  up  and 
lying  down.  He  kept  the  hours  of  prayer  which 
were  usual  in  the  Jewish  Church;  the  third,  the 
sixth,  and  the  ninth.  What  a  reproach  to  those 
who  are  so  full  of  business,  that  they  can  hardly 
find  time  for  calling  on  God  in  the  morning  when 
they  go  about  their  work,  and  at  night  when  they 
lie  down  to  sleep  I  Here  is  a  man  continually  em- 
ployed on  the  most  important  business  of  the  world, 
— the  Prime  Minister  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia  and 
Media, — and  yet  he  finds  time  to  pray  and  give 
thanks  before  his  God  three  times  a-day,  in  the 
middle  of  his  hours  of  business.  And  whereas 
most  Christians  are  but  too  easily  persuaded  to 
omit  or  hurry  over  all  devotion  that  is  not  fashion- 
able, Daniel,  we  see,  in  his  high  station,  was  never 
ashamed  either  of  his  God  or  of  his  country,  but 
opened  his  windows  in  his  chamber  toward  Jeru- 
salem and  prayed  and  gave  thanks  oontinually^  as 
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the  Jews  had  been  directed  to  do  whenever  they 
should  be  in  captivity.  For  this  sober,  simple,  un- 
pretending obedience  to  what  he  knew  to  be  the 
will  of  his  Maker,  he  received  the  very  highest  re- 
ward. God  sent  His  angel,  and  shut  the  lions'  mouths, 
so  that  he  received  no  harm,  though  he  lay  for  a 
night  among  them  in  the  den.  The  calmness  and 
quietness  of  his  manner,  when  the  king  came  in  the 
morning  to  see  for  him,  are  very  remarkable.  He 
receives  him  with  the  accustomed  salutation,  0  king^ 
live  for  ever ;  and  then  tells  him  what  had  happened, 
as  if  it  were  a  great  mercy  indeed,  but  no  wonder  at 
all,  that  the  Almighty  should  protect  an  innocent 
person  believing  on  Him.  My  God  hath  sent  His 
angel^  and  hath  shut  the  lions^  mouths^  that  they  have 
not  hurt  me ;  forasmuch  as  before  Him  innocency  was 
found  in  me  ;  and  also  before  thee^  0  king^  have  I  done 
no  hurt 

By  faith  Daniel  stopped  the  mouths  of  lions ;  but 
perhaps  it  may  not  appear  at  first  sight,  what  this 
has  to  do  with  the  daily  duties  of  ordinary  persons. 
It  is  a  great  miracle  of  God's  power  and  mercy,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  read  the  account  of  it  without 
being  filled  with  reverence  and  religious  wonder; 
and  there,  perhaps,  some  may  think,  is  an  end  of  all 
the  concern  we  have  in  it.  This  however  is  not  at 
all  correct  We  are  greatly  mistaken,  if  we  reckon 
upon  finding  our  trials  less  severe  than  this  of  Daniel's, 
or  standing  less  in  need  of  the  mercy  of  God  to  bring 
us  through  them.  For  (to  pass  by  all  other  con- 
siderations, of  the  many  afflictions  and  dangers  which 
beset  the  life  of  man,  to  which  we  are,  every  one  of 
us,  exposed  every  moment,  if  it  should  please  our 
Maker)  one  trial  is  certainly  to  be  undergone  by 
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every  one  of  us,  the  weakest  and  the  strongest,  the 
prudent  and  thoughtless,  alike.  That  trial  is  death. 
We  know  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  escape  it; 
we  may  hinder  ourselves  from  thinking  of  it,  but 
come  it  will,  sooner  or  later.  Now,  whenever  we 
come  to  die,  our  trial  will  be  more  like  Daniel's, 
than  perhaps  we  have  ever  yet  imagined.  We  shall 
then  be  called  on  to  give  up  all  that  we  have  in  this 
world,  with  quiet  submission  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
trust  ourselves  with  Him  in  an  unknown  world,  with 
nothing  at  all  to  rely  on,  but  the  hope  of  mercy  which 
He  graciously  gives  us  in  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  If 
we  can  do  this  cheerfully  and  contentedly,  it  is  well ; 
then  our  faith  is  like  Daniel's,  such  as  would  stop  the 
mouths  of  lions.  Then  we  may  hope  for  rest  when 
we  die,  and  everlasting  happiness  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment. But  without  this  faith,  this  sincere  resigna- 
tion to  the  will  of  God,  ours  is  not  the  temper  of 
heaven,  we  cannot  be  said  to  be  fit  to  die.  The 
faith  therefore  of  Daniel,  greatly  blessed  as  it  was, 
is  so  far  from  being  a  high  or  unnecessary  thing, 
that  it  is  necessary  for  every  one  who  hopes  to  die 
contentedly.  You  must  not  think  much  to  study 
and  practise  it,  unless  you  can  shew  a  promise  from 
God  that  you  shall  never  die. 

For  faith  is  to  be  studied  and  practised,  like  all 
other  good  things.  We  are  not  to  sit  lazily  by,  as 
if  all  would  be  done  for  us,  without  any  exertion  of 
our  own.  This  will  not  do,  as  we  well  know,  in  our 
worldly  concerns.  If  we  would  have  bread  to  eat, 
we  must  labour  in  our  calling;  and  can  we  expect 
such  an  infinite  blessing  as  true  faith  in  God  through 
Jesus  Christ,  without  any  pains  or  labour  on  our  own 
part  ?    We  cannot  indeed  obtain  it  by  our  own  power 
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or  holiness,  any  more  than  we  can  make  the  bread  we 
eat  effectual  to  the  nourishment  of  our  bodies.  God 
must  do  both  the  one  and  the  other ;  but  yet  we  must 
do  our  best  towards  it. 

For  example :  if  we,  in  the  midst  of  severe  trials,  and 
when  we  are  brought  to  death's  door,  would  be  blessed 
with  a  faith  like  that  of  Daniel  in  the  lions'  den,  we 
shall  do  well  to  consider  and  imitate  beforehand  the 
example  of  Daniel  in  his  ordinary  ways  of  living.  If 
we  rule  ourselves  as  he  did  in  quiet  and  comfortable 
times,  we  shall  be  the  more  likely  to  be  supported,  as 
he  was,  when  our  bodies  or  souls  appear  in  more  im- 
mediate danger. 

Now  the  first  beginning  and  foundation,  if  I  may 
so  call  it,  of  Daniel's  faith,  was  the  exact  course  of 
temperance  in  which  he  lived.  When  he  was  first 
brought  into  the  court  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  crowded 
with  pleasure  and  luxury  of  every  kind,  he  set  him- 
self a  strict  rule,  not  to  defile  himself  with  the  portion 
of  the  hinges  meatj  or  with  the  wine  which  he  drank^ 
but  rather  to  live  entirely  on  vegetables  and  water. 
That  is,  he  was  very  careful  in  eating  and  drinking, 
to  observe  all  the  laws  of  the  most  perfect  sobriety. 
That  is  a  way  which  God  is  sure  to  bless,  and  they 
who  conform  to  it  steadily,  without  taking  pride  in  it 
themselves,  or  expecting  to  be  praised  by  others, — they 
are  in  the  fairest  way  to  obtain  grace  to  help  in  time 
of  greater  need.  For  God  cannot  but  be  pleased  with 
those,  who  bear  His  presence  so  continually  in  mind 
as  to  be  directed  and  controlled  by  it  in  every  meal 
they  partake  of.  In  this  respect  the  more  trifling 
the  matter  appears  in  which  you  secretly  remem- 
ber your  Maker,  the  worthier  and  more  acceptable 
is  the  sacrifice  you  offer  Him,  whether  of  thanks- 


230  SEBMON  XIX. 


giving  or  self-denial.  If  you  please,  then,  let  us  make 
up  our  minds  to  throw  away  no  more  time,  nor  any 
more  weaken  our  spiritual  strength,  by  vain  indul- 
gences, but  to  govern  our  bodily  appetites  by  this  one 
rule,  that  we  take  what  is  most  simple  and  whole- 
some, not  what  pleases  us  best ;  we  shall  find  more 
help  in  this  than  we  can  well  imagine  beforehand, 
when  we  come  to  severer  and  bitterer  trials. 

Another  thing  to  be  observed  in  DaniePs  prepa- 
ration for  this  which  may  be  called  his  martyrdom,  is 
his  great  exactness  and  punctuality  in  business.  All 
the  duties  of  his  high  station  were  so  thoroughly  and 
watchfully  discharged,  that  when  his  crafty  enemies 
sought  to  find  occasion  against  him  concerning  the 
kingdom,  they  could  find  none  occasion  nor  fault ;  for- 
asmuch  as  he  was  faithful^  neitlier  was  there  any  error 
or  fault  found  in  him.  He  had  been  used  scrupulously 
to  attend  to  all  matters  in  the  right  time,  to  settle 
them  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  without  fear  or 
favour,  remembering  that  he  would  shortly  be  called 
to  give  an  account  of  them  to  Almighty  God.  Having 
thus  used  himself  to  put  things  regularly  out  of  hand, 
and  to  make  every  day  bear  its  own  burden,  he  was 
ready  to  meet  his  great  trial,  when  it  came,  unem- 
barrassed by  little  cares  and  fretful  recollections  of 
things  which  he  ought  to  have  done.  He  had  the 
less  to  call  him  off  from  his  prayers,  or  to  hinder  his 
spirit  from  leaning  entirely  upon  God.  When  death 
or  deadly  affliction  comes  upon  us,  we  shall  none  of 
us  think,  depend  upon  it,  that  we  have  been  too  punc- 
tual in  the  duties  of  our  calling,  provided  only  we 
have  discharged  them  in  the  fear  of  God.  We  shall 
then  wish,  if  we  have  not  done  it  before,  that  we  had 
made  a  just  and  kind  settlement  of  our  temporal  affairs^ 
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that  our  minds  may  be  the  clearer  and  more  open  to 
regard  only  the  things  eternal.  It  will  be  well  to 
think  of  this  now  and  then,  when  you  have  any  irk- 
some or  tedious  business  to  do ;  not  peevishly  putting 
it  off  till  a  more  convenient  time,  which  perhaps  may 
never  come,  but  steadily  going  on  with  it  as  part  of 
the  task  set  you  by  way  of  preparation  for  death. 

This  is  not  said  to  encourage  any  persons  in  that 
slavish  care  of  worldly  matters  which  is  the  misery 
and  the  error  of  too  many  Christians,  who  load  them- 
selves with  so  much  business,  and  look  to  it  so 
anxiously,  as  to  leave  no  room  in  their  minds  for  de- 
votion. To  such  the  example  of  Daniel  is  the  severest 
reproof,  and  leaves  them  totally  without  excuse.  For 
there  is  yet  a  third  part,  and  that  the  greatest,  of  his 
preparation  for  his  great  trial,  which  the  Scripture 
has  been  very  careful  to  mention.  He  kneeled  upon 
his  knees  three  times  a-day,  and  prayed,  and  gave 
thanks  before  his  God.  He  retired,  at  certain  times, 
from  his  worldly  cares  and  concerns,  to  pour  out  his 
prayers  to  God,  and  commit  himself  to  His  grace  and 
protection.  This  indeed  was  the  great  secret,  both  of 
his  industry  in  business  and  of  his  temperance  in 
pleasure.  It  was  in  answer  to  his  earnest  and  con- 
tinual prayers,  that  God's  spirit  was  so  ready  with 
him,  to  make  him  watchful  over  himself  in  the  little 
refreshments  and  ordinary  duties  of  life.  And  be- 
sides, the  constant  habit  of  keeping  God's  presence 
and  power  in  his  mind  would  of  itself  prepare  him  for 
great  changes,  and  hinder  his  being  too  much  oast 
down  by  anything  that  could  happen  to  him  on  this 
side  the  grave.  He  who  trusts  himself  and  his  friends 
every  night  in  their  beds,  as  in  their  graves,  under 
the  care  of  Him  who  is  our  Father  alike  in  life  and  in 
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death ;  he  will  not  think  it  anything  so  very  strange, 
if  his  own  next  waking,  or  that  of  some  one  whom  he 
loves  best,  should  take  place  in  another  world.  Or  if 
any  violent  temptation  should  come  upon  him,  as  now 
upon  Daniel,  the  thought  of  God,  being  familiar  to 
him,  will  always  supply  strength  answerable  to  his 
necessities.  It  will  be  like  a  fountain  springing  up 
as  fast  as  it  is  required,  with  an  absolute  certainty 
that  it  never  can  fail.  For  the  longer  one  meditates 
in  earnest  upon  our  Almighty  Preserver  and  Eedeemer, 
the  more  soberly  is  one  convinced  in  one's  heart  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  world  worth  caring  for,  in  com- 
parison with  His  love  and  favour ;  the  less  difficulty, 
therefore,  should  one  find,  when  frightened  or  enticed 
to  do  wrong,  in  keeping  fast  hold  of  one's  duty. 

Supposing,  for  instance,  you  were  violently  tempted 
to  be  guilty  of  any  secret  fault,  anything  of  which 
you  should  be  most  unwilling  for  the  world  to  know. 
Would  it  not  be  a  great  help  and  check  to  you,  if 
you  recollected,  that  you  had  that  morning  placed 
yourself  before  Almighty  God,  and  with  the  thought 
of  His  presence  strong  upon  your  mind,  had  made 
a  solemn  resolution,  never  to  give  way  to  any  secret 
faults  ?  If  you  had  done  so  twice  in  the  day,  your 
support  would  be  so  much  the  more  eflfectual ;  and  so 
on  in  proportion  to  the  constancy  with  which,  accord- 
ing to  your  opportunities,  you  had  contrived  to  keep 
God  always  before  you. 

Or  suppose  any  great  calamity  came  suddenly  upon 
you ;  is  there  any  one  in  the  world  who  would  not 
rather  it  should  find  him  on  his  knees  in  hearty 
prayer,  than  in  any  other  kind  of  employment  or 
engagement  ? 

But  whether  it  overtook  you  in  the  act  of  prayer, 
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or  in  the  temper  of  prayer,  would  make  no  difference 
at  all  in  the  sight  of  God,  who  regards  the  heart,  not 
the  outward  appearance.  Now  there  is  no  possible 
way  of  keeping  the  heart  right  towards  God,  without 
continual  fervent  acts  of  devotion.  In  this  sense,  we 
must  pray  without  ceasing^  if  we  would  reap  the  bene- 
fit of  our  prayers  in  the  time  of  distress.  We  must 
labour  to  have  hearts  so  entirely  possessed  with  the 
great  things  of  the  next  world,  that  the  troubles  of 
this  world  may  seem  light  and  trifling  in  the  balance ; 
and  we  may  not  be  surprised  nor  disheartened,  when 
we  are  called  on  to  part  with  them  all,  rather  than 
offend  our  Maker.  Now  this  mind  we  cannot  have 
of  ourselves  only.  It  must  come  by  especial  gift  of 
God's  Holy  Spirit ;  for  which,  therefore,  we  must  be 
very  often  asking.  We  must  not  wait  till  we  see 
danger  and  temptation  at  hand,  but  must  accustom 
ourselves  continually,  in  quiet  and  peaceful  hours,  to 
look  upward  for  support  and  strength,  and  brace  our- 
selves beforehand  to  meet  the  worst.  But  many 
people  say,  "this  will  make  you  melancholy,  and 
unfit  you  for  the  business  of  common  life."  To  this 
we  have,  as  was  said  before,  a  most  ready  answer  in 
the  example  of  Daniel.  Were  his  spirits,  think  you, 
the  more  downcast  and  dejected  when  he  set  about 
his  daily  employments,  because  he  had  just  been 
committing  himself  to  God,  and  imploring  His  help 
and  favour  in  those  employments  ?  Was  he  the  less 
able  to  judge  what  was  fit  to  be  done,  or  less  courageous 
to  set  promptly  about  it,  or  less  patient  to  go  through 
with  it  steadily,  because  he  used  himself  so  often  to 
look  up  to  heaven  for  the  spirit  of  wisdom,  courage, 
and  perseverance  ?  There  may  indeed  be  appearances 
of  devotion,  which  leave  a  man  just  as  unfit  for  busi- 
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ness  as  he  was  before  he  prayed.  If  he  speak  to  God 
with  a  careless  and  inattentive  mind,  not  even  trying 
to  mean  what  he  says,  this  of  course  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  do  him  much  good.  He  must  not  wonder 
if  the  same  negligence  and  helplessness  follow  him  in 
his  business,  and  if  he  often  became  perplexed  and 
confounded  for  want  of  God's  blessing.  Or  if  you 
should  happen  to  give  way  too  far  to  anxiety  and 
trouble  of  mind,  not  suffering  your  prayers  to  have 
their  natural  effect  of  soothing  and  calming  your 
thoughts,  in  this  case  also  your  devotions  may  seem 
to  do  you  little  or  no  good  in  helping  you  through 
your  daily  task;  but  it  is  quite  plain  that  it  is  not 
your  devotions  which  hinder  you,  but  your  trouble 
and  anxiety,  whether  of  mind  or  body,  which  must 
be  borne  patiently,  so  far  as  it  cannot  be  helped,  and 
so  far  as  it  can,  must  be  prayed  against.  So  that 
in  all  cases,  whether  of  great  and  sudden  trial,  like 
Daniel's,  or  of  such  ordinary  doubt  and  perplexity  as 
we  must  all  expect  to  meet  with  in  life,  there  is  no 
preparation,  no  support,  like  the  constant  habit  of 
prayer  and  supplication.  It  delivered  Daniel  from 
the  power  of  the  lions,  and  will  deliver  us,  by  the 
mercy  of  God  through  Christ,  in  the  hour  of  death 
and  in  the  day  of  judgment. 


Eastleach, 
Oct.  1,  1826. 
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ST.  JOHN  X7.  20 . 

"Remember  the  word  that  I  said  unto  you,  The  servant  is  not 

greater  than  his  Lord.'' 

MAN,  says  patient  and  holy  Job,  is  bom  to  sorrow, 
as  the  sparks  fly  upwards.     The  one  is  as  natural 
and  as  much  a  matter  of  course,  as  much  according  to 
the  declared  and  settled  will  of  God,  as  the  other. 

Now  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  although  every 
one  acknowledges  this  truth  in  general,  though  it  is 
one  of  the  first  lessons  we  learn,  and  the  subject  of 
our  very  earliest  experience,  yet  it  is  the  hardest 
thing  in  the  world  to  make  up  our  mind  to  it,  and 
act  steadily  upon  it,  in  our  own  particular  case.  We 
are  apt  to  fancy,  each  one  for  himself,  that  he  is  to  be 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule ;  that  misfortune  will 
not  bear  so  hard  upon  him  as  it  has  done  upon  others 
before  him ;  and  when  we  find  ourselves  disappointed, 
as  we  are  sure  to  do  sooner  or  later,  it  takes  all  our 
reason  and  religion  to  keep  us  from  fretting  and  dis- 
content, and  to  satisfy  us  in  good  earnest  that  there 
hath  no  temptation  taken  us  but  such  as  is  common  unto 
man^  and  within  the  reach  of  man's  endurance ;  and 
that  we  have  to  do  with  a  faithful  God^  who  will  not 
suffer  us  to  be  tempted  above  what  we  are  ahle^  but  willy 
with  the  temptation^  also  make  a  way  to  escape^  that  we 
may  be  able  to  bear  it. 

T 
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But  if  this  is  uureasonable  in  all  persons  who 
know  that  they  are  under  the  merciful  providence 
of  Almighty  God,  how  much  more  unreasonable  is  it 
in  Christian  persons,  the  servants  of  a  crucified  Mas- 
ter, to  expect  to  have  things  their  own  way. 

For  if  any  one  thing  is  plainer  than  another  out 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  it  is  this,  that  no  one  must 
expect  to  be  saved  by  Christ  hereafter,  wHo  has  not 
sincerely  endeavoured  to  be  like  Him  in  this  present 
world.  It  is  the  very  purpose  of  God  in  calling  us 
to  be  Christians,  and  acquainting  us  with  the  blessed 
Gospel  of  His  Son,  that  we  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  conforming  ourselves  to  His  image,  and  fol- 
lowing Him  in  all  holy  and  heavenly  tempers,  till  we 
are  become,  in  some  sense,  fit  and  worthy  to  live  with 
Him  for  ever  in  heaven.  Now  a  state  of  pain  and 
destitution,  of  agony  and  disappointment,  was  the 
state  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Himself,  when  He 
lived  among  us  on  earth,  and  therefore  no  other  con- 
dition can  possibly  afford  so  direct  a  trial  of  our  affec- 
tion and  loyalty  to  Him,  no  other  condition  puts  us 
80  immediately  in  the  way  of  becoming  like  Him ;  no 
other  condition,  therefore,  if  we  could  be  guided  by 
reason  only  and  plain  common  sense,  could  be  so  full 
of  consolation  to  a  sincere  believer  in  Christ,  as  a  con- 
dition of  trouble  and  suffering, — as  we  are  most  truly 
and  comfortably  instructed  by  the  Church:  "There 
should  be  no  greater  comfort  to  Christian  persons,  than 
to  be  made  like  unto  Christ,  by  suffering  patiently 
adversities,  troubles,  and  sicknesses." 

But  as  men  will  not,  cannot  be  governed  by  reason 
only,  it  has  ever  been  and  always  will  be  necessary 
to  remind  them  from  time  to  time  of  their  Maker's 
declared  and  unalterable  will  in  this  matter,  and  to 
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quicken  them,  if  possible,  into  such  a  sincere  and 
affectionate  regard  to  their  best  friend  and  only  Sa- 
Tionr,  ais  may  cause  them  to  bear  their  portion  of  His 
cross  not  only  with  submission,  but  with  thankful- 
ness. They  want  to  be  told,  again  and  again,  how 
dearly  it  cost  Him  to  be  so  kind  to  us  as  He  has 
been ;  what  hard  journeys,  what  restless  nights,  what 
toil,  what  persecution,  what  reproach,  what  agony  in 
the  garden,  what  mortal  pain  upon  the  Cross.  Surely, 
when  we  consider  these  things,  we  shall  lower  our 
high  and  bright  expectations,  shall  no  longer  look  to 
find  our  time  of  trial  a  mere  walk  of  pleasurable  fan- 
cies; we  shall  be  ashamed  of  the  selfish  regret  we 
have  too  often  indulged,  at  the  very  sorrows  perhaps 
which  put  us  most  nearly  into  the  condition  of  our 
blessed  Saviour. 

Such  is,  in  other  words,  His  emphatic  warning  to 
His  friends  and  Apostles,  twice  repeated  within  a  few 
hours  of  His  laying  down  His  life  for  their  salvation 
and  ours,  The  servant  is  not  greater  than  his  Lordy 
neither  he  that  is  sent^  greater  than  He  that  sent  him. 
It  was  a  sort  of  proverb,  not  new  to  them.  For  He 
had  Himself  used  it  when  He  first  gave  them  their 
commission  and  sent  them  out  to  preach  in  His  Name. 
Ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  My  Name^s  sake.  .... 
The  disciple  is  not  above  his  Master^  nor  the  servant 
above  his  Lord.  It  is  enough  for  the  disciple  that  he  be 
as  his  Master^  and  the  servant  as  his  Lord.  The  en- 
durance, therefore,  of  sorrow  and  reproach  for  the 
sake  of  our  Saviour,  has  been  from  the  beginning 
a  great  mark  of  His  service.  It  went  along  with  the 
Apostles  in  their  first  commission;  they  were  studi- 
ously taught  to  expect  it ;  and  when  it  came,  it  was 
to  make  their  joy  and  crown,  as  being  indeed  a  sure 
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token  of  their  likeness   to  Him,  and  His  gracious 
acceptance  of  them. 

And  now  in  His  last  farewell,  the  night  before  His 
crucifixion,  He  renews  the  same  admonition  twice  in 
the  same  words.  Once  before  the  feast  of  the  Pass- 
over,  after  He  had  washed  His  disciples'  feet;  and 
again  after  the  feast  was  over,  after  they  had  par- 
taken, for  the  first  time,  of  the  blessed  Sacrament, 
and  were  preparing  to  go  out  into  the  garden,  where 
He  was  to  be  betrayed  to  the  Jews. 

On  the  first  occasion,  when  He  had  washed  their 
feet^  and  had  taken  His  garments^  and  was  set  down 
again^  He  said  unto  them^  Understand  ye  what  I  have 
done  unto  you  ?  Ye  call  Me  Master  and  Lord^  and  ye 
say  welly  for  so  I  am.  If  I^  then^  your  Lord  and  Master ^ 
have  washed  your  feet^  ye  ought  also  to  wash  one  another^ s 
feet.  For  I  have  given  you  an  example^  that  you  should 
do  as  I  have  done  unto  you.  Verily ^  verily ^  I  say  unto 
yoUy  The  servant  is  not  greater  than  his  Lord^  neither  lie 
that  is  sent  greater  than  He  that  sent  him.  If  ye  know 
these  things y  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them. 

The  second  time,  in  the  same  evening,  when  He 
repeated  the  same  Words,  He  was  warning  His  Apo- 
stles, as  He  had  done  many  times  before,  of  the  treat- 
ment they  were  to  expect  from  those  to  whom  He 
sent  them :  If  the  world  hate  you^  ye  know  that  it  hated 
Me  before  it  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the 
world  would  love  his  own  ;  hut  because  ye  are  not  of  the 
world,  but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore 
the  world  hateth  you.  Bememher  the  word  that  I  said 
unto  you,  The  servant  is  not  greater  than  his  Lord.  If 
they  have  persecuted  Me,  they  will  also  persecute  you  ;  if 
they  have  kept  My  saying,  they  will  keep  yours  also. 

The  remembrance,  then,  of  our  relation  to  Jesus 
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Christ,  as  servants  and  as  disciples,  should  be  for 
ever  present  in  our  minds ;  in  our  dealings  with  our 
brethren,  to  teach  us  how  to  wait  on  them  in  the 
same  kind  and  humble  spirit  as  He  did  when  He 
washed  their  feet ;  and  in  all  our  trials  and  afflictions, 
to  make  us  contented  with  the  burthen  which  our 
Master  and  Lord  bore  before  us. 

For  although  the  warning  of  our  Saviour  be  ad- 
dressed, in  the  first  instance,  to  the  ministers  and 
messengers  of  His  Word,  yet  it  is  certain  that  all 
Christians  have  their  part  in  it.  If  the  ministers  of 
Christ  are  to  put  down  all  high  thoughts,  and  think 
nothing  too  mean  or  too  troublesome  to  be  submitted 
to  for  the  real  good  of  their  brethren,  such  is  also  the 
duty  and  the  wisdom  of  all  Christians  of  all  degrees, 
according  as  God  has  given  them  opportunities  of 
humbling  themselves,  to  wait  upon  others. 

If  the  ministers  of  Christ  must  expect  reproach, 
misunderstanding,  disappointment,  weariness,  so  must 
all  who  endeavour  to  do  good.  And  as  the  ministers 
of  Christ  must  comfort  themselves  with  the  remem- 
brance of  their  Master,  the  King  and  Father,  the 
Prince  and  Pattern,  of  all  teachers  and  shepherds  of 
souls,  so  it  is  permitted  to  all  others,  who  are  in  any 
kind  of  affliction  whatever,  to  strengthen  and  refresh 
themselves,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  consideration 
of  what  He  suffered  in  the  same  kind. 

For  this  very  cause,  among  others.  He  underwent 
so  many  and  various  afflictions :  it  behoved  Him  in  all 
things  to  he  made  like  unto  His  brethren^,  not  only  that 
He  as  our  High-priest  might  intercede  for  us  affec* 
tionately  and  effectually  in  heaven,  but  also  that  He 
might  set  us  on  earth  a  more  perfect  and  consoling 
example.     We  never,  perhaps,  have  considered,  sepa- 
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rately  and  distinctly,  how  much  and  in  what  various 
ways  the  Son  of  God  endured  on  our  behalf. 

First  of  all,  He  was  poor ;  and  this  alone,  in  the 
opinion  of  too  many  among  us,  is  saying  enough  to 
excuse  a  person  for  a  whole  life  of  discontent  and  fret- 
fulness.  But  whereas  other  persons  are  put  into  this 
situation  by  the  providence  of  Almighty  God  without 
any  choice  of  their  own,  our  blessed  Saviour's  poverty 
was  altogether  voluntary.  He  alone  of  all  the  chil- 
dren of  men  ever  had  His  choice  into  what  condition 
He  would  be  bom,  and  He  chose  to  be  mean,  desti- 
tute, and  despised,  the  son  of  a  poor  tradesman  in 
a  small  town  of  Galilee,  and  while  He  was  curing 
diseases  with  a  touch,  and  feeding  thousands  with 
a  loaf  of  bread.  He  was  yet  content  to  have  no  home, 
no  place  at  all  of  His  own  in  which  He  might  lay  His 
head  and  be  at  rest. 

Again,  the  bodily  pain  which  He  endured  upon  the 
Cross  must  indeed  have  been  exceeding  great,  as  great, 
I  should  think^  as  was  possible  to  be  inflicted  upon 
a  man,  especially  when  we  consider  that  He  did  not, 
as  far  as  we  are  told,  faint  at  all  under  it,  but  con- 
tinned  fully  awake  and  entirely  sensible  of  all  that 
He  had  to  bear,  even  to  the  very  last  moment.  He 
would  not  drink  the  wine  and  mjrrrh  which  was 
offered  Him,  (I  suppose  in  pity,)  to  deaden  the  feeling 
of  His  agony,  but  chose  rather  to  know  and  feel  the 
very  worst  that  was  prepared  for  Him,  partly,  per- 
haps, for  this  very  reason,  that  He  might  have  the 
more  entire  sympathy  with  all  who  should  in  after- 
time  endure  severe  bodily  pain,  and  that  they,  re- 
membering Him  upon  the  Cross,  might  be  the  better 
able  to  endure  it. 
.   But^  above  all,  our  blessed  Saviour  underwent  the 
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severest  distress  of  mind.     He  was  despised  and  re* 
jected  of  men^  a  Man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with 
grief  and  we  hid  as  it  were  our  faces  from  Him ;  He 
was  despised^  and  we  esteemed  Him  not.     Surely  He 
hath  home  our  griefs  and  carried  our  sorrows :  yet  we 
did  esteem  Him  stricken^  smitten  of  God  and  afflicted. 
If  it  is  hard  to  meet  with  unkindness  from  those  for 
whose  welfare  you  are  labouring  night  and  day ;  if  it 
is  hard  for  a  parent  to  find  his  children  undutiful; 
what,  think  you,  must  this  greatest  of  benefactors 
have  felt,  to  be  scorned,  betrayed,  mocked,  scourged, 
and  crucified  by  His  own  favoured  and  chosen  people  ? 
If  disappointment  is  a  sharp  trial,  was  there  ever 
again  such  a  disappointment  as  His,  who,  having  come 
to  redeem  all  the  world,  found  so  many  obstinate  and 
unwilling  to  be  saved  by  Him  at  all  ?  Do  we  languish 
in  desolation  and  solitude  ?     It  is  no  new  thing ;  our 
Master  before  us  came  to  an   hour,  in  which  His 
friends,  who  before  seemed  so  faithful,  were  scattered 
every  one  to  his  own,  and  left  Him  alone.     Are  we 
lamenting  the  death  of  a  friend  ?  our  Saviour  wept  at 
the  grave  of  Lazarus.    The  very  bitterest  of  all  trials, 
the  sense  of  God's  deserved  wrath,  and  of  our  being 
abandoned  by  Him,  even  this  appears  in  some  mira- 
culous and  mysterious  way  to  have  been  communi- 
cated to  Him  who  was  no  sinner. 

As,  therefore,  Jesus  Christ  was  sent  into  the  world 
to  ta^te  death  for  every  man^  so  we  may  truly  say  that 
He  tasted,  in  full  bitterness,  every  kind  of  human 
affliction ;  so  that  by  whatever  sorrow  it  inay  please 
God  to  try  us,  we  may  rest  assured  of  His  entire  sym- 
pathy and  true  compassion  for  us.  Our  earthly  friends 
are  often  ignorant  even  of  our  outward  sufferings,  and 
of  our  inward  feelings  they  can  but  very  seldom  form 


242  SERMON   XX. 


a  correct  idea.  But  He  knows  both  in  full  perfection, 
and  as  He  now  pities,  so  He  will  in  His  good  time  re- 
lieve both,  if  we  do  not  hinder  Him  by  our  own  wilful 
transgressions. 

I  say,  if  we  do  not  hinder  Him  ourselves,  for  it  is 
certain  that  too  many  of  us,  when  we  are  in  affliction, 
are  very  far  indeed  from  attending  to  God's  merciful 
purpose  in  sending  it,  and  look  for  comfort  to  any- 
thing rather  than  to  the  remembrance  of  our  God  and 
Saviour.  We  are  better  pleased,  generally  speaking, 
with  the  smallest  glimmering  of  earthly  hope,  than 
with  the  full  and  clear  light  which  is  ready  to  en- 
lighten us  from  the  Fountain  of  all  good,  and  which 
we  may  enjoy,  if  we  will,  by  lifting  up  our  eyes  to 
heaven.  We  had  rather  have  a  little  present  amuse- 
ment, to  make  us  forget  our  pain  for  a  moment,  than 
acquaint  ourselves  with  God,  and  be  at  peace  for  ever. 
The  reason  is,  that  to  offenders  such  as  we  are  the 
thought  of  God  cannot  well  come  unaccompanied  with 
the  thought  of  sin,  and  that  is  so  painful  to  us,  and 
we  yet  so  unwilling  to  get  rid  of  it  in  the  only 
effectual  way,  by  sincere  and  immediate  amendment, 
that  we  rather  take  the  other  method,  and  turn  the 
consolations  of  the  Almighty  out  of  our  minds,  ra- 
ther than  have  them  accompanied  by  His  reproofs. 
And  thus  it  comes  to  pass  that  sick,  helpless,  or 
disappointed  Christians  take  up,  in  the  hour  of  their 
calamity,  with  any  Ught  and  trifling  fancy  which  is 
sufficient  to  engage  their  attention  for  a  little  while, 
instead  of  turning  to  Christ,  and  calming  themselves 
with  the  consideration  that  He  once  suffered  like 
them. 

But  let  us  suppose  these  worldly  amusements  to 
have  £uled,  as  in  severe  trials  they  are  sure  to  do 
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before  long,  is  it  not  too  often  the  ease  that  instead 
of  taking  eomfort  in  religion  we  give  way  to  discon- 
tent and  sullenness  ?    It  does  not  seem  to  come  into 
our  minds,  that  if  Jesus  Christ,  being  most  holy  and 
innocent,  had  such  bitter  and  painful  trials  to  go 
through,  surely  for  us  sinners  to  have  our  portion  of 
suffering  is  no  more  than  reasonable  and  fair,  and  we 
should  have  great  cause  to  wonder  if  it  were  other- 
wise.   Let  us  consider  ourselves,  for  instance,  as  evil 
speakers — for  too  certainly,  I  fear,  it  is  true  of  the 
best  of  us,  that  we  have  many  times  before  now  taken 
an  ill-natured  delight  in  discoursing  about  our  neigh- 
bours' faults,  or  listening  to  what  others  had  to  say  of 
them.     But  our  meek  and  lowly  Master,  wJien  He  was 
reviled^  reviled  not  offain;  .  .  •  when  He  suffered^  He 
threatened  not;  hut  committed  Himself  unto  Him  that 
judgeth  righteously.     What,  then,  if  any  among  us 
should  suffer  in  his  fair  fame,  or  peace  of  mind?  if 
his  plans  be  disappointed,  his  person  disliked,  or  his 
name  unkindly  reproached  ?    Should  it  not  quiet  us 
under  such  affliction  as  this,  to  recollect  how  much 
worse  in  the  same  kind  He  had  to  endure  who  never 
spoke  an  evil  word,  nor  thought  an  unkind  thought  ? 
Again,  let  us  consider  ourselves  as  persons  who  are 
more  or  less  guilty  of  unkindness  towards  our  nearest 
and  dearest  relations.     For  who  is  there  among  us 
who  has  not  often  offended  in  this  way,  by  rude 
words,  or  peevish  looks,  or  wild  fits  of  passion  or 
caprice,    saddening  the  hearts   and  weakening  the 
hands  of  those  who  ought  to  have  received  nothing 
but  good  from  him?    But  in  the  holy  child  Jesus 
was  no  sin  of  this  or  any  other  kind ;  neither  parent, 
nor  relation,  nor  friend,  ever  had  to  complain  of  Him. 
What,  then,  if  it  please  God  that  we  bse  the  blessings 
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of  kindred  or  afltection,  that  they  be  interrupted  by 
death,  or  absence,  or  nnkindness?  it  becomes  us  to 
take  all  calmly,  remembering  that  He,  who  never  did 
anything  to  forfeit  these  blessings,  was  content  to 
forego  them  for  our  sakes. 

Indeed,  the  sincere  love  of  our  blessed  Saviour, 
could  we  but  keep  it  constantly  in  our  hearts,  would 
carry  us  further  than  mere  resignation,  would  make 
us  cordially  thankful  for  those  afflictions  which  con- 
form us  more  exactly  to  His  image.  And  in  more 
quiet  and  prosperous  and  comfortable  times,  they  who 
have  their  thoughts  turned  constantly  towards  the 
Cross  of  Christ,  naturally  feel  a  sort  of  misgiving  and 
alarm,  at  finding  themselves,  in  respect  of  worldly 
goods,  so  much  better  off  than  He  was.  It  is  often  in 
their  minds,  what  was  expressed  by  the  loyal  soldier 
of  King  David,  The  arky  and  Israel^  and  Judahj  abide 
in  tents  J  and  the  servants  of  my  Lord  are  encamped  in 
the  open  fields ;  shall  I  then  go  into  mine  house  to  eat 
and  to  drink?  In  like  manner,  if  we  had  anything 
like  a  true  and  generous  love  of  Christ  our  Saviour, 
should  we  not  tremble  at  our  own  prosperity,  and  take 
double  pains  not  to  lose  our  resemblance  of  Him? 
should  we  not,  accordingly,  go  out  of  our  way  to  find 
poor,  and  desolate,  and  distressed  persons,  and  take  the 
more  part  in  their  sorrows,  in  proportion  as  we  have 
fewer  of  our  own  ?  This,  I  say,  would  be  the  natu- 
ral and  necessary  effect  of  sincere  piety  towards  our 
Bedeemer;  and  if  Christians  in  general  know  little 
or  nothing  of  any  such  feelings,  if  the  bare  men- 
tion of  them  seem  strange  and  fanciful,  it  is  only  be- 
cause, through  the  abundance  of  iniquity,  the  love  of 
the  greater  part^  according  to  His  own  prophecy,  has 
waxed  eold^  and  died  away  from  among  us. 
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Further,  in  regard  of  our  conduct  towards  our 
afflicted  brethren,  if  we  would  constantly  bear  in 
mind  that  they  are,  so  far,  images  of  our  blessed 
Lord,  as  it  would  quicken  and  encourage  us  in  all 
sorts  of  kind  behaviour  to  them,  so .  particularly  it 
could  not  but  hinder  us  from  judging  unfairly  and 
unkindly  of  them  by  the  event.  Who  could  dare 
blame  an  unfoi*tunate  person,  as  a  greater  sinner  than 
others,  as  if  his  calamities  were  the  judgment  of  an 
angry  God,  if  he  recollected  that  He  who  was  in  all 
things  innocent,  was  in  all  things  also  afflicted  ?  Or 
who  could  despise  his  brother  as  if  his  want  of  success 
proved  him  of  course  an  imprudent,  injudicious  per- 
son, after  once  learning  how  the  very  Light  of  the 
world,  the  wisdom  of  God  Himself,  was  content  to  be 
foiled  and  disappointed,  humanly  speaking,  in  the 
great  purpose  of  His  life, — the  calling  of  the  Jews 
to  repentance  ? 

To  conclude ;  We  are  here  for  a  short  time  upon  our 
trial,  whether  we  will  learn  those  tempers  which  are 
intended  by  the  Almighty  to  make  our  happiness  in 
heaven.  In  His  infinite  wisdom  He  sees  clearly  that 
affliction,  of  one  sort  or  another,  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  almost  all  of  us,  to  make  this  our  preparation 
for  eternity.  In  His  infinite  mercy,  He  has  sweet- 
ened and  allayed  the  bitterness  of  our  trials,  by  re- 
vealing to  us  His  own  blessed  Son,  His  well-beloved, 
with  His  own  consent  enduring  all  that  we  are  called 
on  to  endure,  and  infinitely  more ;  and  now,  in  virtue 
of  those  victorious  agonies,  pleading  our  cause  at  His 
own  right  hand,  and  prepared,  at  every  moment,  to 
help  us  with  His  Holy  Spirit. 

This  is  a  plain  and  true  account  of  the  condition  of 
Christians  in  this  present  world,  and  surely  there  is 
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enough  in  it  to  make  a  serious  person  contented  with 
everything  but  his  sins.  For  in  everything  but  our 
sins  God  has  given  us  the  means  of  becoming  more 
and  more  like  Jesus  Christ.  And  if  we  die  in  the 
sincere  endeavour  to  be  like  Him,  we  are  sure, 
through  His  merits,  to  rise  again  in  His  glory. 


COLN, 

Oct  28,  1827. 


[S/.  Simon  and  St.  Jude.^ 
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ST.  LUKE  xiv.  28. 

"  For  which  of  you,  intending  to  build  a  tower,  sitteth  not 
down  first,  and  counteth  the  cost,  whether  he  have  sufficient  to 
finish  it  r 

^HOUGH  our  blessed  Saviour  is  speaking  here  ia 
a  sort  of  Parable,  yet  His  meaning  is  very  plain  to 
suoh  as  will  at  all  consider  it.  It  is  as  if  He  had 
said,  Take  good  care  that  you  know  what  you  are 
about,  before  you  enter  yourselves  among  My  dis- 
ciples. Take  care  that  you  understand  and  mean 
what  you  say,  when  you  come  before  God  with  pro- 
fessions and  vows  of  holy  obedience.  Do  not  come  as 
a  matter  of  course;  do  not  lightly  take  upon  you 
promises,  which  you  know  not  or  care  not  how  to 
accomplish.  Consider  the  shame  and  remorse  which 
will  come  upon  you  at  the  last  day,  if  it  should  be 
said  of  you  before  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ,  This 
man  began  to  builds  but  was  not  able  to  finish — was 
baptized,  confirmed,  instructed  in  his  duty,  warned 
beforehand  of  everlasting  happiness  or  misery,  yet 
here  he  is  fallen  from  God,  unprepared  for  heaven,  fit 
only  to  be  a  companion  of  lost  and  evil  spirits. 

Now,  such  awful  thoughts  and  misgivings  as  these 
are  indeed  vegf  necessary  in  all  our  communion  with 
the  Almighty;  in  our  prayers,  for  instance,  every 
day.  For  what  is  it  that  we  ask  of  God  when  we 
pray  to  Him  ?    Pardon  for  sins  past,  and  grace  to  do 
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better  in  time  to  come ;  the  gift  of  His  Holy  Spirit, 
to  purify  our  hearts  and  enable  us  to  keep  His  Com- 
mandments; a  wise  and  watchful  heart;  the  true 
love  of  God  and  our  neighbour :  if  we  pray  as  Chris- 
tians, these  are  the  mercies  we  ask,  and  these  are 
what  Jesus  Christ  Himself  has  taught  us  to  beg  of 
Him  in  the  Lord's  Prayer.  Now  then  imagine  to 
yourselves  a  man  going  into  his  chamber,  and  shut- 
ting the  door,  and  falling  on  his  knees  before  God, 
with  whom  he  is  quite  alone — God  who  reads  all 
that  he  thinks,  and  knows  the  very  secrets  of  his 
heart — and  imagine,  after  all  this  solemn  prepara- 
tion, that  he  just  says  over  the  words  he  has  learned, 
without  even  thinking  of  the  blessings  he  is  asking 
for ;  nay,  desiring  perhaps  in  his  heart  the  very  con- 
trary,—the  evils  and  curses,  which  in  words  he 
prays  against.  I  say,  desiring  the  very  contrary ;  for 
really  that  is  every  one's  case  who  says  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  or  any  other  Christian  prayer,  while  his  heart 
and  fancy  are  still  set  upon  any  thing,  which  he 
knows  to  be  sinful.  Such  a  person  unsays  with  his 
heart  the  very  petitions  which  his  lips  utter :  his  lips 
say  Hallowed  be  Thy  Name^  but  his  heart  says.  May 
thy  Name  be  disgraced  by  my  indulgence  in  such  and 
such  wicked  thoughts :  his  lips  say.  Lead  us  not  into 
temptation ;  but  his  heart  says.  Let  temptation  come  so 
strong  upon  me  that  I  may  have  an  excuse  for  yield- 
iog  to  it.  Can  anything  be  more  strange,  more 
pitiable,  more  shocking  ?  and  yet  this  is  surely  every 
one's  condition  who  allows  himself  to  pray  without 
consideration,  without  serious  consideration,  that  his 
prayers  are  in  fact  so  many  solemn  professions  and 
promises,  voluntarily  offered  by  him  to  the  great  and 
dreadful  God,    Think  for  one  moment,  and  you  can« 
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not  but  perceive  (for  example)  that  when  you  are 
asking  God  to  mortify  your  heart  to  all  worldly  and 
carnal  lusts^  you  are  in  effect  promising  to  govern 
your  own  thoughts  and  turn  them  away  from  wrong 
objects  as  far  as  you  can ;  you  are  declaring  to  God 
that  such  is  your  wish,  and  that  as  you  cannot 
succeed  in  it  without  His  help,  you  do  most  earnestly 
desire  that  help.  It  is  just  the  same  with  regard  to 
all  other  Christian  virtues  and  graces  for  which  we 
pray ;  our  prayer  is  nothing,  and  we  cannot  expect 
it  to  be  heard,  except  we  vow  in  our  hearts  at  the 
same  time  to  do  our  best  towards  obtaining  the  holi- 
ness we  pray  for.  I  ought  not  perhaps  to  say,  We 
cannot  expect  it  to  be  heard ;  it  will  be  heard,  but  to 
our  confusion  and  condemnation. 

But  if  this  be  so  with  regard  to  every  prayer  we 
offer  up,  surely  the  same  earnest  and  reverential  con- 
sideration is,  if  possible,  still  more  necessary,  on  such 
solemn  occasions  as  that  which  is  now  at  hand  to 
many  among  you;  when  the  Bishop,  the  Minister 
and  Apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  standing  before  His 
holy  Table,  with  His  Gospel,  the  seal  of  His  imme- 
diate presence,  lying  upon  it;  he  will  invite  you, 
in  the  name  of  his  and  your  Master,  to  draw  near 
with  faith,  and  take  upon  you  those  holy  vows 
upon  which  your  hope  of  heaven  depends, — having 
first  laid  his  hand  on  you,  as  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul 
used  to  do,  in  token  of  God's  fatherly  kindness  in 
giving  you  the  Holy  Ghost  the  Comforter ;  and  finally, 
when  he  will  pray  for  you,  and  bless  you  in  the 
Name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
and  so  you  will  receive,  as  it  were,  a  public  and 
solemn  leave  from  the  Church,  to  come  near  and 
partake,  as  often  as  you  can,  of  the  Body  and  Blood 
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of  Christ  our  Saviour.  Is  this  a  ceremony  to  come  to 
with  hearts  full  of  gay  and  idle  fancies?  Is  this 
a  time  or  a  place  for  the  young  to  be  thinking  of 
companions,  dress,  diversions  ?  or  the  old  of  care  and 
business,  of  labours  and  accounts  ?  If  you  were  going, 
for  the  first  time,  to  be  solemnly  introduced  to  the 
King,  I  dare  say  you  would  be  full  of  thought  and 
consideration  how  you  might  best  behave  yourself. 
You  would  be  in  care  for  yourself,  that  you  might  do 
nothing  unbecoming  or  imworthy  of  so  high  a  pre- 
sence. Tet  the  King  is  but  a  man ;  can  hurt  you  or 
profit  you  but  a  very  little ;  and  perhaps  might  forget 
you  the  moment  you  were  out  of  sight.  But  you  are 
going  to  appear  before  the  Almighty  and  wonderful 
God;  Him  who  has  power  to  destroy  both  body  and 
soul  in  helly  or  to  save  both  in  heaven;  whose  eye 
is  never  off  you,  nor  can  you  be  for  a  moment  out  of 
His  thoughts.  Will  you  come  thoughtlessly  to  such 
a  meeting  ?  will  you  reckon  it  a  light  thing  to  stand 
the  chance,  rather,  I  should  say,  to  take  the  sure 
way  of  aflfronting  Him  ? 

No  doubt  the  blessed  angels  are  present  at  con- 
firmation, as  at  other  holy  ordinances,  ministering  in- 
visibly to  us  Christians.  What,  think  you,  must  be 
their  notions  when  they  see  one  of  us  behaving  him- 
self at  confirmation  thoughtlessly  and  irreverently, 
standing  without  awe  or  fear  in  that  glorious  pre- 
sence, which  even  they  cannot  behold  without  cover- 
ing their  faces ;  and  coming  close,  as  it  were,  to  the 
throne  of  God,  before  which  it  is  their  happiness  to 
dwell,  without  any  serious  thought  of  loving  and 
serving  Him  ?  What,  on  the  other  hand,  would  be 
the  reflections  of  our  enemies,  the  evil  spirits,  if  such 
may  be  allowed  to  see  how  unworthily  we  draw  nea? 
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to  make  our  vows  to  God  and  receive  His  blessing. 
Would  it  not  fill  them  with  malicious  delight  ?  would 
they  not  feel  sure  of  ruining  those  souls,  which  had 
80  little  of  heavenly  desire  in  them,  that  they  could 
not  even  be  serious  on  such  an  occasion  as  this  ? 

In  short,  consider  the  matter  in  what  light  you 
will,  it  is  certain  that  such  as  come  to  be  confirmed 
with  unworthy  or  unholy  dispositions  leave  them- 
selves only  one  choice,  they  must  undergo  a  deep 
and  bitter  repentance  in  this  world,  or,  if  they  choose 
to  persist  in  their  irreligious  thoughtlessness,  they 
must  be  shut  out  of  God's  presence  for  ever  in  the 
next. 

Now  then  I  am  going  to  set  before  you,  while  it 
is  time,  the  way  to  avoid  this  sad  alternative;  de- 
siring, first  of  all,  that  those  who  have  been  con- 
firmed, it  may  be  many  years  ago,  will  not  think 
themselves  unconcerned  in  it.  For  although  they  can 
never  be  confirmed  again,  and,  so  far,  the  opportu- 
nity is  for  ever  gone  of  making  up  for  any  faults 
they  may  have  committed  on  that  awful  occasion, 
yet  they  may,  by  true  repentance  and  holy  resolu- 
tions, blot  out  the  sad  effects  of  those  faults  in  the 
-world  to  come.  And  whenever  they  do  approach 
their  Maker  with  such  good  and  Christian  purposes, 
their  tempers  and  thoughts  must  be  nearly  the  same 
as  those  of  younger  persons,  drawing  near  for  the 
first  time  to  take  on  themselves  their  baptismal  vows. 
Of  the  past,  indeed,  they  must  of  course  have  sadder 
thoughts,  a  bitterer  and  deeper  repentance,  but  their 
intentions  and  rules  of  obedience  for  the  future  must 
be  very  nearly  the  same. 

Whether,  therefore,  you  are  coming  before  your 
Saviour  in  the  freshness  of  youth  and  innocence,  or 
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whether  you  are  returning  to  Him  with  a  later, 
though  still  a  sincere  and  most  welcome  repentance, 
this  one  thing  He  says  to  you,  and  you  cannot  well 
mistake  His  meaning,  ^^  Count  well  the  cost  before  you 
come."  Are  you  prepared,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  to 
live  the  rest  of  your  days  considerately,  and  by  rule  ? 
Hitherto,  perhaps,  you  have  followed  the  fancy  of  the 
moment,  and  if  you  were  not  conscious  of  any  particu- 
lar bad  intention,  thought  it  no  harm  to  please  yourself. 
Are  you  prepared  and  resolved,  by  God's  grace,  to  live 
henceforth  by  a  very  different  sort  of  rule,  and  to 
judge  of  what  is  good  and  evil  by  a  very  different 
measure?  To  order  your  time  and  company,  your 
expenses  and  employments,  considerately  and  regu- 
larly, in  such  a  way  as  you  in  conscience  shall 
believe  to  be  most  for  God's  glory  and  the  ever- 
lasting welfare  of  your  soul?  Words  and  thoughts 
hitherto,  perhaps,  have  seemed  to  you  mere  trifles; 
you  have  suffered  them  to  come  and  go  as  they 
pleased,  as  if  there  were  neither  right  nor  wrong 
in  them,  as  if  God  cared  not  for  them.  Do  you 
seriously  intend,  from  this  day  forward,  to  take  the 
trouble  of  watching  your  words  and  thoughts;  re- 
membering  always  that  God  watches  them,  whether 
you  choose  to  do  so  or  no,  and  that  you  will  be  justi- 
fied or  condemned  by  them  at  the  last  day?  Till 
now,  it  may  be,  you  have  thought  it  unkind,  or 
foolish,  to  talk  to  you  of  being  serious  in  your  very 
diversions  and  amusemente;  but  are  you  now  indeed 
resolved,  even  in  these  things,  to  be  guided  by  the 
rules  of  reason  and  religion,  to  choose  no  amusement 
which  will  leave  a  sting  behind,  and  to  indulge  in 
none  any  farther  than  may  be  really  profitable  for 
health,  refreshment,  or  brotherly  kindness  ? 


SERMON   XXI.  253 


Have  you  made  up  your  mind  to  despise  being 
laughed  at^  if  such  should  be  your  case,  for  doing  your 
duty?    Can  you  bear  to  be  unlike  other  people,  in 
order  to  be  the  more  like  what  a  Christian  should  be  ? 
Will  you  try  in  earnest  to  be  contented  with  your  own 
condition,  sick  or  well,  rich  or  poor,  befriended  or  de- 
scdat'e  ?  and  will  you  pray  to  God,  day  and  night,  to 
make  and  keep  you  so  ?  Will  you  be  temperate  in  all 
things,  accounting  meat  and  drink  the  necessary  re-^ 
freshment,  not  the  business  or  chief  pleasure  of  your 
life,  using  yourself  to  be  soon  satisfied,  and  not  to  be 
careful  about  such  things  ?    Will  you  be  chaste  and 
sober-minded  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  fearing  above 
all  things  lest  your  own  corrupt  heart,  and  the  ex- 
ample of  a  bad  world,  should  prevail  on  you  to  forfeit 
the  blessing,  the  infinite  blessing,  of  the  pure  in  hearty 
who  only  shall  see  God?    Will  you  be  honest,  in- 
dustrious, and  diligent  in  your  earthly  calling,  and 
never  forget  that  you  have  a  Master  in  heaven  ?  Will 
you  be  kind  and  tender-hearted  to  all  men,  always 
ready  and  willing  to  wait  on  other  people,  and  to  give 
up  your  owii  wishes  to  theirs  ?    And  will  you  forgive 
them,  and  do  them  good,  however  ill  they  may  have 
used  you ;  not  fearing  to  be  imposed  on,  or  reckoned 
wanting  in  spirit,  when  Jesus  Christ  bids  you  hve 
your  enemies  ?    Above  all,  do  you  think  in  your  heart 
that  you  can^  and  are  you  fully  determined,  by  God's 
blessing,  that  you  will^  during  the  whole  remainder  of 
your  short  life  here,  set  your  affections  on  things  above^ 
not  on  things  on  the  earth?    Have  you,  by  reading 
and  considering  the  Bible,  and  by  earnest  meditation 
and  prayer,  found  out  the  difference  between  time 
and  eternity  ?  and  are  you  fully  convinced,  and  does 
it  very  often  come  into  your  minds,  that  nothing 
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is  of  any  real  consequence  to  us  except  securing  our 
place  in  heaven  ?  Are  you  truly  afraid  of  your  own 
weakness,  truly  sorry  for  your  own  sins,  heartily 
thankful  to  the  blessed  Jesus  for  what  He  has  done 
to  save  and  assist  you,  and  deeply  and  reverently  de- 
sirous to  obtain  that  Holy  Spirit,  without  whose  daily 
help  you  can  do  nothing  to  please  God  ?  Will  you  en- 
deavour therefore  on  all  future  occasions,  to  be  dili- 
gently awake  and  attentive  in  your  prayers,  constant 
in  Church  and  at  the  Holy  Sacrament  ?  and  will  you 
seriously  try  to  remember  and  practise,  in  your  every- 
day life,  the  holy  instructions  which  God  gives  you  in 
His  Bible,  and  in  His  Church  P 

This  may  seem  to  be  demanding  a  great  deal,  but 
it  is  indeed  no  more  than  is  meant  in  that  love  of  God 
and  our  neighbour,  which  every  child  knows  he  must 
learn  and  practise,  as  ever  he  hopes  to  be  happy  with 
God.  But  plain  and  simple  as  these  duties  are  to  be 
understood,  they  are  far  from  being  plain  and  easy, 
either  to  resolve  in  earnest  beforehand,  or  to  keep  en- 
tire and  unbroken  in  the  face  of  a  bad  world,  and  in 
spite  of  our  own  evil  inclinations. 

In  the  very  act  of  making  these  good  resolutions, 
various  errors  are  apt  to  intrude  themselves,  according 
to  the  various  tempers  of  men,  some  easy  and  pliable, 
some  rash  and  presumptuous,  and  all,  more  or  less, 
indolent  and  indisposed  to  spiritual  concerns. 

It  may  be  useful  here  just  to  take  notice  of  two  or 
three  of  these  wrong  tempers,  and  put  those  who  will 
take  warning  more  particularly  on  their  guard  against 
them.  First,  there  are  some  who  profess  to  think 
seriously,  to  think  often,  of  their  duty,  but  who  draw 
back  from  anything  like  formed  and  settled  good  re- 
8olutions;  because,  they  say,  they  fear  exceedingly 
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tbey  shall  not  keep  them ;  they  have  seen  others  fail, 
and  have  no  reason  to  think  better  of  themselves ;  in 
short,  they  wish  and  pray  to  do  right,  but  they  do  not 
wish  to  entangle  themselves  with  promises.  Now 
there  is  something  in  this  which  sounds  like  humility, 
and  a  due  mistrust  of  one's  self,  but  in  good  truth  it 
is  just  the  contrary.  It  is  mere  pride  and  nothing 
else,  it  is  obstinacy  in  evil,  and  refusing  to  depend 
upon  God,  when  people  refrain  from  good  resolu- 
tions on  pretence  of  not  being  able  to  trust  their 
own  hearts.  For,  who  asks  them  to  trust  their  own 
hearts?  Once  believe  in  good  earnest  what  the 
Scripture  tells  you  of  an  Almighty  Spirit,  once  be- 
lieve that  the  Holy  Ghost  the  Comforter  is  always 
at  hand  when  you  sincerely  call  Him  to  your  aid, 
and  it  is  affronting  God,  not  mistrusting  yourself, 
to  let  your  weakness  hinder  you  from  making  good 
resolutions.  Do  you  think  you  have  a  juster  or 
a  deeper  sense  of  your  own  frailty  and  infirmity  than 
the  great  and  wise  Apostle  St.  Paul  had,  who  declared 
that  he  was  not  sufficient  of  himself  to  think  anything 
as  of  himself,  and  yet  whoever  set  himself  more  pe- 
remptory rules  than  he  did,  or  resolved  more  steadily 
beforehand,  how  he  should  act  in  such  and  such 
cases?  and  he  might  do  so  very  well,  for  he  knew 
that  although  he  were  nothing  in  himself,  he  could  do 
all  things  through  Christ  which  strengthened  him. 
Think  of  St.  Paul,  and  be  ashamed  of  pretending  that 
it  is  your  humility  which  makes  you  draw  back  from 
good  resolutions. 

In  fact,  those  who  flatter  themselves  in  this  way 
have  great  reason  to  fear  that  the  case  is  indeed  far 
otherwise  with  them,  that  they  are  beforehand  resolv- 
iiiff  to  sin  whenever  their  favourite  temptation  comes 
npon  them. 
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For  is  not  this  truly  and  really  their  state  of  mind  ? 
They  say  ^^  I  would  fain  do  right,  but  I  know  I  can- 
not resist  this  or  that  object  if  it  should  come  in  my 
way,  it  will  prove  too  enticing,  and  I  dare  not  re- 
solve against  it.  I  should  only  bring  on  myself  the 
additional  sin  of  breaking  my  vow."  Surely  the  mere 
describing  in  words,  as  1  have  now  done,  this  way  of 
dealing  with  ourselves,  which  yet  I  fear  is  by  no 
means  uncommon,  I  say,  the  mere  stating  it  in  words, 
is  enough  to  shew  its  wretchedness,  folly,  and  danger. 

Be  sure  of  it,  when  you  are  considering  your  own 
ways,  if  there  be  any  one  sin  which  you  dare  not 
resolve  against,  you  are  a  mere  slave  to  that  sin, 
and  no  better;  and  you  know  what  your  chance  of 
pardon  and  salvation  is,  if  you  die  in  slavery  to  any 
known  sin. 

But  secondly,  as  these  whom  I  have  mentioned 
have  too  little  thought  of  an  Almighty  Spirit,  so 
there  are  others  who  do  not  enough  consider  their 
own  weakness  and  frailty,  when  they  are  about  making 
their  vows  and  promises  before  the  all-seeing  God. 

They  have  good  feelings,  perhaps,  at  the  time,  and 
those  strongly  impressed  on  their  minds ;  their  hearts 
seem  as  it  were  to  bum  within  them^  when  they  medi- 
tate on  the  wonderful,  the  adorable  love  of  God  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  creating, 
redeeming,  and  sanctifying  us  miserable  sinners ;  and 
80  far  it  is  well ;  but  God  would  not  have  you  depend 
upon  this.  If  you  have  but  in  the  least  turned  your 
eyes  inward,  and  considered  your  own  ways,  your 
own  experience,  however  short,  must  have  convinced 
you  that  as  God  is  merciful  and  mighty,  so  is  man 
frail  and  corrupt ;  and  that  however  good  and  happy 
you  may  feel  at  present,  you  must  expect,  as  long 
as  jou  Jive  in  the  world,  to  meet  with  temptation, 
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danger,  and  distress.  Consider  with  yourself  that 
after  you  have  taken  your  vows,  you  will  be  still,  as 
now,  in  a  seducing  and  ensnaring  world;  sin  vrill 
again  appear  inviting,  and  temporal  pleasures  satis- 
factory ;  and  there  is  great  fear,  nay,  there  is  abso- 
lute certainty,  of  your  falling  back  again,  and  griev- 
ing the  Holy  Spirit ;  if  you  be  not  careful,  every  day, 
to  renew,  and  practise,  and  enliven  the  wise  and 
sober  purposes,  the  holy  desires  and  good  counsels 
which  you  find  so  comfortable  at  present.  And  if 
you  should  so  neglect  the  means  of  grace  as  to  fall 
again  into  wilful  sin,  you  will  be  apt  to  think  all 
lost ;  your  inconsiderate  self-confidence  now  will  turn 
to  the  opposite  error  of  despair,  the  devil  will  en- 
deavour to  persuade  you  that  it  is  too  late  to  repent, 
and  that  you  may  as  well  go  on  and  commit  all 
manner  of  uncleanness  with  greediness;  and  so  hav- 
ing no  root  in  yourself,  you  will  be  in  danger  of 
felling  away  for  ever,  notwithstanding  your  present 
promising  beginnings. 

As  you  would  escape  all  this  sin  and  misery,  re- 
member the  words  of  Holy  Scripture,  Trust  in  the 
Lord  with  all  thine  hearty  and  lean  not  to  thine  own 
understanding.  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  Him^  and 
He  shall  direct  thy  paths. 

I  should  now  say  a  few  words  to  a  third  sort  of 
persons,  of  whom  it  is  plain  there  are  too  many  among 
Christians,  those  who  come  to  be  confirmed,  or  in 
other  ways  make  profession  of  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ 
without  any  consideration  at  all ;  or,  oftener  perhaps, 
only  considering  just  so  far,  as  to  put  off  your  con- 
sideration to  another  time.  But  in  truth  I  do  not  see 
what  good  is  likely  to  be  done  by  anything  that  can 
be  said  here  to  such  persons  as  these.     For  if  they 
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are  so  wild  and  giddy,  and  thoughtless,  that  they 
cannot  hear  the  voice  of  God  in  Holy  Scripture,  nor 
take  the  warnings  of  His  Church  daily  and  weekly 
repeated ;  if  it  makes  no  difference  to  them  when 
they  are  told  of  death  and  judgment,  but  they  will 
still  go  on  to  affront  their  Maker  by  coming  careless 
and  unsteady  to  His  divine  ordinances, — What  can 
be  said  or  done  to  them  with  any  chance  of  profiting 
their  souls  ? 

I  have  now  endeavoured  to  set  before  you,  first, 
the  temper  in  which  it  becomes  us  to  appear  before 
God  our  Saviour,  whether  in  our  first  solemn  vow  of 
Confirmation,  or  as  often  as  we  renew  that  vow  by 
repentance,  confession,  and  self-examination,  espe- 
cially in  order  to  the  Holy  Communion. 

I  have  also  shewn  you  the  wrong  tempers  and  delu- 
sions of  the  devil,  by  which  these  solemn  occasions 
are  too  often  made  void  and  ineffectual. 

I  conclude  with  the  awful  words  of  the  great  Pro- 
phet, and  God  grant  that  we  may  all  remember  them 
to  our  comfort  at  the  last  great  day  :  /  call  heaven 
and  earth  to  record  against  you  this  day^  that  I  have 
set  before  you  life  and  death^  blessing  and  cursing ; 
therejore  choose  life. 


COLN, 

June  22,  1828. 


Confirmation  to  be  the  26th, 
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ROMANS  xii.  10. 

"  Be  kindly  affectioned  one  to  another  with  brotherly  love, 
in  honour  preferring  one  another,'* 

THIS  is  part  of  a  desoription  of  love  unfeigned, 

or  true  charity,  which  St.  Paul  is  recommending 
to  Christian  people,  as  the  only  way  to  secure  them- 
selves for  ever  the  inestimable  blessings  of  which 
Ood  made  them  partakers,  when  He  called  them  to 
be  Christians. 

Let  love^  says  he,  he  without  dissimulation. 

Ahhor  that  which  is  evil;   cleave  to  that  which  is 
ffopd. 

Be  kindly  affectioned  one  to  another  with  brotherly 
lovCj  in  honour  preferring  one  another. 

Not  slothful  in  business. 

Fervent  in  spirit^  serving  the  Lord. 

Rejoicing  in  hope. 

Patient  in  tribulation. 

Continuing  instant  in  prayer. 

Distributing  to  the  necessity  of  saints. 

Given  to  hospitality. 

Bless  them  which  persecute  you:    bless^  and  curse 
not. 

Rejoice  with  them  that  do  refoicCj  and  weep  with  them 
that  weep. 
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Be  of  the  same  mind  one  towards  another. 

Mind  not  high  things^  but  condescend  to  men  of  low 
estate. 

Be  not  wise  in  your  own  conceits. 

Recompense  to  no  man  evil  for  evil. 

Provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men. 

If  it  be  possible^  as  much  as  lieth  in  you^  live 
peaceably  with  all  men.  Dearly  beloved^  avenge  not 
yourselves^  but  rather  give  place  unto  wrath.  .  .  .  Be 
not  overcome  of  evilj  but  overcome  evil  with  good. 

Now,  if  you  were  to  take  every  part  of  this  re- 
markable description,  and  consider  it  carefully  over, 
you  would  find  that  it  touches  as  it  were  one  by  one 
all  the  sore  places  of  our  temper  and  conduct  in  our 
dealings  one  with  another.  There  is  hardly  a  selfish 
or  unkind  saying  current  among  worldly  men,  there 
is  hardly  a  single  plea  for  hard  and  unfair  conduct 
towards  one's  neighbour,  which  is  not  met  and  an- 
swered by  one  verse  or  another  of  this  most  edifying 
chapter. 

For  instance,  in  the  verse  next  before  this  we  are 
told  that  it  is  one  mark  of  true  Christian  charity  to 
abhor  that  which  is  evilj  and  cleave  to  that  which  is 
good^  that  is,  to  select  in  all  things,  little  and  great, 
that  which  will  please  God,  and  let  alone  that  which 
will  displease  Him.  Kow,  this  at  once  sets  down 
as  utterly  unworthy  of  a  Christian,  such  expressions 
as  these,  far  too  ordinary  amongst  us, —  "Nobody 
is  perfect:  every  one  has  his  fault.  We  must  take 
the  bad  with  the  good,"  and  so  on.  In  opposition  to 
all  which,  we  are  here  told  that  we  cannot  be  too 
careful  in  avoiding  the  evil  we  find  in  other  men, 
nor  too  earnest  in  attaching  ourselves  to  the  good. 
To  practise  either  of  which  rules,  implies  unceasing 
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care  and  circumspection,  a  real  endeavour  to  be  per- 
fect and  unblameable :  the  absolute  and  direct  con- 
trary of  that  dangerous  easiness  of  temper  which 
tempts  men  to  acquiesce  in  wrong  conduct,  whether 
in  themselves  or  in  others,  under  pretence  that  ^^  no* 
body  is  perfect." 

The  next  instance  is  that  which  I  just  now  read 
to  you  for  the  text:  Be  kindly  affectioned  one  to 
another  with  brotherly  love^  in  honour  preferring  one 
another.  Every  word  of  this  passage  telh^  every 
part  of  it  enhances  and  enforces,  the  mutual  exercise 
of  charity  in  such  a  way  as  to  expose  and  silence, 
one  after  another,  some  of  the  common,  vulgar  ex- 
cuses for  unkind  behaviour. 

For,  first  of  all,  we  are  not  only  "to  love,"  but 
"to  love  as  brethren,"  with  brotherly  love  be  kindly 
affectioned  one  to  another.  A  Christian  is  to  love 
all  men,  even  the  worst  of  heathens  and  of  unbe- 
lievers, his  own  enemies  and  the  enemies  of  God; 
whoever  they  are,  he  is  to  wish  them  well  and  pray 
for-them  always,  and  when  they  come  in  his  way,  to 
do  them  as  much  good  as  he  can.  But  towards  those 
who  are  Christians  like  himself  he  owes  something 
more  than  this:  he  must  love  them  with  somewhat 
of  that  partial  kindness  which  all  men  naturally  feel 
towards  their  brethren  and  near  relations.  He  must 
not  wait  till  the  opportunity  of  doing  good  to  them 
presents  itself,  but  must  go  out  of  his  way  to  find  it ; 
must  make  it  one  of  the  chief  businesses  and  employ- 
ments of  his  life  to  advance  their  interests  in  all 
ways ;  especially  that  interest  which  the  great  Father 
of  the  family  he  knows  has  most  at  heart — the  holi- 
ness and  salvation  of  their  immortal  souls.  We  must 
not  be  eager  to  shew  that  we  know  the  faults  of 
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our  fellow- Christians;  for  though  it  is  one  of  the 
best  duties  of  fraternal  love  to  rebuke  our  brother 
himself,  and  not  suffer  sin  upon  him,  every  one  feels 
how  unbrotherly  it  is  to  be  forward  in  publishing 
that  sin  to  others.  You  would  call  a  man  most 
unkind  and  unnatural  who  went  about  telling  his 
neighbours  how  worthless  his  brother  was;  but 
Scripture,  you  see,  teaches  that  for  one  Christian  to 
delight  in  speaking  evil  of  another,  whether  truly 
or  falsely,  is  just  the  same  sort  of  unkindness  and 
ill-nature. 

The  thing  which  hinders  us  from  seeing  and  feeling 
this  as  we  ought  to  do  I  apprehend  to  be  nothing  else 
than  our  great  carelessness  about  our  Christian  call- 
ing; our  want  of  faith  in  the  blessings  which  Jesus 
Christ  provided  for  us  when  He  received  us  into  His 
Church.  If  we  had  anything  like  a  worthy  notion  of 
our  near  relation  to  God,  adopted  as  we  are  by  bap- 
tism to  be  His  own  children  in  Christ  Jesus,  we 
should  then  understand  how  very  near  the  same 
adoption  brings  us  to  one  another. 

But  whether  we  choose  to  recollect  it  or  no,  certain 
it  is  that  we  are  all  brethren,  and  as  brethren  are 
bound  to  love  and  serve  one  another.  By  which  one 
consideration,  if  men  would  but  bear  it  in  mind| 
a  whole  host  of  unkindly  thoughts  and  expressions 
would  at  once  be  silenced  and  done  away  with» 
^^Such  a  person  is  nothing  to  me;  I  am  sorry  for 
him,  but  I  must  keep  my  charity  for  those  who  are 
nearer,  and  who  may  sometime  come  to  want."  Ima* 
gine  how  it  would  have  sounded  to  have  heard  one 
of  the  fiirst  Christians  talking  at  this  rate,  in  the  days 
when  no  man  accounted  that  any  of  the  things  which 
he  possessed  were  his  own,  but  they  had  all  thingfi 
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common,  that  is,  were  remarkably  free  from  selfish- 
ness; looked,  in  their  use  of  everything,  to  other 
men's  good  as  well  as  their  own.  Imagine  you 
heard  St.  Paul  say,  concerning  any  Christian  what- 
soever, ^^  He  is  nothing  to  me ;  I  have  something  else 
to  do  than  to  spend  my  time  and  thoughts  in  doing 
him  good."  You  perceive  at  once,  that  it  would  have 
been  quite  unnatural,  utterly  out  of  character,  for  the 
great  Apostle  to  have  talked  or  thought  in  this  way. 
But  in  respect  of  the  duty  of  brotherly  love,  the 
great  Apostle  was  bound  by  no  other  rales  than  any 
ordinary  Christian,  ffis  way  to  heaven  was  to  be 
made  sure,  his  soul  was  to  be  saved,  by  the  same 
faith  and  practice  as  ours.  And  if  it  would  have 
shocked  us  to  hear  or  see  him  deliberately  slighting 
any,  the  meanest  Christian,  how  is  it  that  we  feel  no 
scruple,  no  remorse,  for  our  own  many  acts  of  negli- 
gence and  unkindness  ? 

But  St.  Paul's  brotherly  love,  the  love  expressed 
and  taught  in  his  Epistles,  went  farther  a  great  deal 
than  this.  It  was  not  merely  that  he  watched  for 
every  opportunity  of  doing  good  to  the  Christians 
among  whom  he  lived;  he  found  leisure  to  extend 
his  brotherly  care  and  charity  to  those  who  were  far 
out  of  his  reach,  whom  he  never  had  seen,  and  very 
likely  never  might  see.  This  is  how  he  wrote  to  the 
Colossians,  to  whom  in  person  he  was  a  perfect 
stranger :  I  wish  you  to  know  what  earnest  anxiety  I 
feel  for  yoUy  and  for  as  many  as  have  not  seen  my  face 
in  the  fleshy  that  your  hearts  may  be  comforted^  being 
knit  together  in  love  .  .  .  unto  more  and  more  knowledge 
of  God  the  Father  and  of  Christ.  And  the  whole  tone 
and  manner  of  the  letter  proves  that  he  was  just 
as  sincere  in  his  kindness  towards  them,  had  their 
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good  as  truly  at  heart,  as  the  good  of  those  Churches 
with  which  he  was  better  acquainted.  He  was  always 
thanking  God  for  their  good  beginning  in  the  Gospel, 
and  praying  that  they  might  go  on  better  and  better. 
Surely  we  ought  to  be  ashamed,  when  we  compare 
our  brotherly  love  with  his ;  we  who  think  it  a  great 
matter  to  take  some  small  care  of  the  spiritual  good 
of  our  nearest  relations,  our  children  or  servants ;  who 
come  in  and  go  out  amongst  one  another,  day  after 
day,  and  year  after  year,  and  never  once  consider 
whether  we  cannot  in  some  way  do  one  another's 
souls  some  good,  by  example,  admonition,  or  at  any 
rate  by  prayer,  in  this  our  mutual  intercourse. 

And  as  the  term  *^  brotherly  love  one  towards 
another,"  shews  us  how  far  our  kindness  to  our 
fellow-Christians  should  extend,  so  another  expres- 
sion in  the  verse  shews  us  in  what  manner  that  kind- 
ness should  be  exercised.  Be  kindly  affectioned^  saith 
St.  Paul,  one  to  another  with  brotherly  love.  Be  kindly 
affectioned;  the  word  literally  and  properly  means, 
"  delighting"  in  brotherly  love,  as  in  an  exercise  of 
natural  affection ;  as  a  mother,  for  instance,  delights 
in  shewing  fondness  to  her  infant,  or  a  brother  to  his 
sister,  or  a  dutiful  child  to  a  tender  parent.  The  love 
and  affection,  in  each  of  these  cases,  comes  as  it  were 
naturally  of  itself.  A  mother  does  not  want  to  be 
taught  that  she  is  to  love,  and  nurse,  and  watch  her 
child.  God  has  put  an  instinct  into  her  heart,  a 
silent  teacher,  which  inclines  and  urges  her  to  per- 
form those  duties  for  her  own  pleasure.  So  will 
brotherly  love — love  unfeigned  towards  the  meanest 
of  our  fellow-Christians — ^arise  naturally  and  without 
an  express  call,  in  the  mind  of  every  sincere  and 
practical  believer  in  Jesus  Christ.   He  will  be  restless 
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and  uneasy  in  mind^  till  he  has  done,  to  all  within 
his  reach,  all  the  good  which  lies  in  his  power.  As 
a  tender  parent  is  never  weary  of  waiting  on  her 
babe,  but  when  one  day  is  over,  instead  of  indulging 
herself,  sets  immediately  about  providing  for  its  com- 
fort and  safety  during  the  following  day ;  so  it  is  with 
a  diligent  follower  of  Christ,  in  his  love  and  care  for 
his  brethren  in  the  faith.  His  labour  is  always  fresh, 
always  beginning ;  and  yet  he  is  never  over- weary  of 
it,  because  it  is  a  labour  of  love. 

I  say  "he  is  never  over-weary ^^^  because  I  do  not 
question  or  deny  but  the  most  charitable  man  alive 
will  sometimes  feel  tired  and  languid,  sometimes  per- 
plexed and  disappointed ;  a  thousand  things  will  arise, 
within  and  without  him,  which,  if  he  leaned  on  him- 
self only,  would  surely  make  him  draw  back  in  his 
benevolent  course.  And  so  many  an  affectionate 
mother  may  have  felt  weary  in  mind  and  body,  and 
inclined  for  a  while  to  neglect  her  charge;  but  as 
God  has  given  her  a  strong  instinct  of  parental  affec- 
tion, to  awaken  and  encourage  her  at  such  times,  and 
urge  her,  in  spite  of  everything,  to  continue  her 
maternal  cares ;  so  is  He  always  ready  to  bestow  upon 
His  sincere  worshippers  what  is  infinitely  stronger 
than  any  natural  instinct,  the  heavenly  assistance  of 
His  Holy  Spirit,  to  quicken  and  encourage  their 
charity,  when  otherwise  it  would  most  surely  fail 
them;  and  make  that  love  easy  and  natural,  which 
our  selfishness  would  else  pronounce  impossible. 

Farther;  as  maternal  love  comes  naturally  and 
unbidden,  not  as  a  task,  but  as  a  pleasure;  so  it 
delights  in  every  opportunity  of  exercising  itself, 
little  and  great.     It  is  not  contented  with  watching 
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only  against  the  greater  evils  of  life,  with  keeping 
the  object  of  its  care  alive,  finding  food,  shelter,  and 
raiment;   but   it  prompts  the  parent  to  be  always 
waiting  on  the  child,  ministering  to  its  comforts  and 
pleasures,,  in  small  things  as  well  as  in  great.     It  will 
be  very  nearly  the  same  with  us  towards  all  our 
brethren,  when  we  have  learned  by  practice  to  enter 
into  the  spirit  of  this  divine  precept  in  the  text.    We 
shall  not  then  think  any  occasion  too  slight  or  too 
trifling  to  be  made  use  of,  for  the  sake  of  shewing 
kindness  to  our  brother  for  whom  Christ  died.     And 
there  is  at  least  one  great  advantage  in  these  small 
and  ordinary  kindnesses,  that  the  opportunities  for 
them  occur  every  day  and  hour,  whereas  great  and 
signal  benefits — the  saving  of  a  man's  life,  for  in- 
stance, or  clearing  his  character — are  seldom  by  God's 
providence  put  within  the  reach  of  an  ordinary  Chris- 
tian in  quiet  times.     So  much  the  more  considerate 
and  careful  should  we  be,  that  we  lose  no  opportunity 
of  bestowing  on  our  brother  those  smaller  kindnesses, 
and  denying  ourselves  for  his  sake  in  those  easy 
matters,  which  are  every  hour  falling  in  our  way. 
The  effect  on  his  temporal  comfort  will  not  be  little ; 
for  it  is  much  to  every  one  to  know  that  he  is  and 
will  be  kindly  considered ;  and  besides,  though  each 
act  of  attention  and  courtesy  be  little  in  itself,  yet 
when  all  are  added  together  they  make  a  great  trea- 
sure and  a  real  blessing.     But  tiiie  effect  on  our  own 
eternal  prospects,  the  degree  in  which  the  continual 
exercise  of  all  kindly  affections  will  prepare  us  for 
the  enjoyment  of  perfect  love  in  a  world  to  come| 
this  is  something  beyond  all  calculation;  something 
which  surely  must  render  it  worth  every  one's  while 
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never  to  lose  an  opportunity  of  bestowing,  if  it  be  but 
a  kind  word  or  a  kind  look,  or,  as  our  Saviour  says, 
a  cup  of  cold  water  only^  upon  a  fellow-Christian,  be- 
cause he  belongs  to  Christ. 

But  amiable  and  truly  excellent  as  this  ^^  kindly 
affection"  is  in  itself,  it  is  not  always  well  received 
among  men,  not  even  among  those  to  whom  it  is 
exercised.  Proud  and  sullen  as  too  many  of  us  natu- 
rally are,  it  often  makes  us  impatient  rather  than 
pleased,  to  behold  such  true,  constant,  uniform  kind- 
ness, as  the  Apostle  recommends  in  this  passage. 
Not  feeling  anything  like  it  in  our  own  minds,  we 
cannot  well  enter  into  it  in  others,  and  choose  rather 
if  we  can  to  find  out  an  ill  name  for  it,  to  call  it 
"  a  mawkish  temper,"  ^'  an  affected,  hypocritical 
smoothness;"  and  to  take  it  for  granted  that  such 
as  are  kind  to  all,  are  really  interested  for  none. 
This  is  carried  so  far,  that  not  a  few,  in  their  hearts 
kind  and  gentle,  are  led  even  to  affect  a  certain 
roughness  and  sternness  of  manner,  as  manlier  and 
more  becoming  than  uniform  kindness.  Many,  too, 
who  are  variable  and  capricious,  and  kind  only  as 
long  as  they  are  pleased,  think  they  are  doing  well 
enough,  because,  as  they  say,  ^^  it  will  not  do  to  smile 
upon  every  one ;  it  is  better  and  honester  to  seem  out 
of  temper  when  you  really  are  so." 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  mistaken  notions  of 
Christian  people,  and  many  others  which  might  be 
mentioned,  the  Christian  temper  continues  always  the 
same,  the  directions  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  given  to 
all  alike  at  all  times.  Be  kindly  affectioned^  wish 
men  well,  and  shew  them  that  you  do  so ;  not  always, 
of  course,  by  smiling  on  them,  and  seeming  pleased 
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with  them ;  for  there  are  too  many  occasions  in  life 
on  which  serious  looks  and  tones  of  displeasure  are 
quite  necessary  for  the  good  of  others ;  but  the  thing 
meant  is,  that  whether  sad  or  pleased,  we  should  in 
all  our  demeanour  towards  them  sincerely  wish  them 
well,  and  not  be  too  proud,  or  too  angry,  to  let  them 
see  that  we  do  so. 

The  last  clause  in  the  text  carries  on  the  precept 
to  the  very  minutest  points  of  our  dealings  one  with 
another,  even  to  those  things  which  are  usually  ac- 
counted mere  matters  of  courtesy  and  compliment. 
In  honour  J  that  is,  in  respect,  preferring^  or  going  be- 
fore, one  another ;  the  meaning  seems  to  be,  striving 
to  be  beforehand,  each  with  his  neighbour,  in  render- 
ing to  one  another  the  mutual  attentions  which  our 
respective  stations  in  life  require ;  the  master  in  di- 
recting and  cherishing  the  servant,  the  servant  in 
honouring  and  waiting  on  the  master;  the  rich  in 
befriending  the  poor,  the  poor  in  respecting  the 
rich;  and  so  in  all  the  other  offices  and  duties  of 
life ;  every  family,  every  village,  every  nation,  should 
be  full  of  nothing  but  friendly  contests  of  Christians 
one  amongst  another,  which  can  do  most  in  waiting, 
according  to  his  station  and  means,  upon  his  brother. 

Now  here,  as  before  in  the  same  verse,  is  a  whole 
host  of  unkind  sayings  and  unchristian  tempers  silenced 
at  once  by  a  single  line  of  St  Paul's  writing.  For, 
take  such  an  expression  as  this,  so  common  when  two 
people  have  quarrelled,  ^^  I  want  to  be  friends  again, 
but  I  cannot  be  the  first  to  submit.  I  must  shew 
a  proper  spirit ;  it  would  be  wanting  to  myself,  were 
I  to  allow  myself  to  be  so  imposed  upon."  Take  these 
expressions,  I  say,  and  put  them  by  the  side  of  this  of 
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the  Apostle,  In  honour  preferring  one  another  ;  or  com- 
pare them  with  that  other  towards  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  If  thine  enemy  hunger^  feed  him ;  if  he  thirsty 
give  him  drink.  Can  anything  less  be  said  of  the  two, 
thus  set  in  opposition  to  one  another,  than  that  the 
one  is  the  language  of  Christ  Himself,  the  other  the 
language  of  heathens  in  heart,  falsely  calling  them- 
selyes  by  the  name  of  Christ. 

Again,  observe  the  exceeding  care  so  many  per- 
sons take,  not  to  be  on  any  occasion  the  first  to  shew 
kindness  or  respect  to  others.  They  are  so  afraid  of 
being  slighted,  and  ill  repaid  for  their  courtesy,  that 
they  refrain  from  shewing  courtesy  at  all,  unless  where 
they  are  quite  sure  of  a  return.  And  here,  too,  the 
world  is  ready  with  a  set  of  convenient  maxims,  by 
which  they  justify  their  behaviour  to  themselves: 
<<We  must  not  make  ourselves  too  cheap,  we  must 
keep  up  our  own  dignity."  These,  and  such  as  these, 
are  their  ready  excuses.  But  it  is  surely  worth  their 
considering  whether  they  are  such  excuses  as  will 
justify  them  before  Jesus  Christ;  whose  abode  on 
earth,  from  beginning  to  end,  was  one  continued  exer- 
cise of  a  spirit  and  temper  the  direct  contrary  of 
theirs :  The  Son  of  Man  eame  not  to  be  ministered  unto, 
but  to  minister.  All  His  time,  from  His  Baptism  to 
His  Crucifixion,  was  entirely  spent  in  waiting  on  those 
who  needed  Him,  either  for  their  sorrows  or  for  their 
sins.  ^^  But  if  all  men,  without  distinction,  are  thus 
to  wait  on  one  another  in  all  things,  what  becomes  of 
the  distinction  of  ranks,  which  God's  providence  has 
appointed  in  the  world  ?" 

It  continues  just  where  it  was ;  nay,  nothing  in  the 
world  would  prove  so  effectual  a  si^eguard  to  it  as 
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this  very  precept,  rightly  understood  and  thoroughly 
practised.  For  the  honour  here  recommended,  which 
we  are  to  be  so  active  in  shewing  to  one  another, 
means  just  that  respect  and  consideration  which  each 
man  owes  his  neighbour,  and  his  neighbour  him ;  all 
differences  of  rank,  fortune,  age,  relation,  and  the  like 
being  carefully  taken  into  the  account.  It  is  simply 
being  forward  to  do  to  others  what  you,  putting  your- . 
self  in  their  place,  might  reasonably  expect  them  to 
do  to  you. 

Neither  does  it  at  all  follow,  fipom  anything  now 
said,  that  bad  and  good  men  are  to  be  treated  alike. 
For  suppose  a  wise  and  kind  parent  to  have  two  chil- 
dren, one  good  and  the  other  bad,  he  would  be  kindly 
affectioned  towards  both,  and  treat  both  with  parental 
love ;  but  yet  that  love  and  affection  would  be  shewn 
by  a  very  different  conduct  towards  the  one  and  tha 
other.  Our  Saviour  prayed,  and  suffered,  and  died 
for  the  proud  hard-hearted  Pharisees,  as  well  as  for 
the  penitent  woman  who  washed  His  feet,  yet  how 
different  was  His  language  to  the  two. 

And  over  and  above  the  differences  of  station  and 
character,  it  is  decent  and  fitting,  and  also  kind,  to 
have  regard  in  all  our  intercourse  to  the  common  out- 
ward usages  of  life.  I  say  ^^  kind,"  as  well  as  proper, 
because  in  truth  it  is  often  more  embarrassing  than 
encouraging  when  people  in  their  zeal  to  befriend 
others  become  too  careless  of  these  landmarks.  There 
is  time  and  method  in  all  things,  and  in  nothing  more, 
than  in  the  art  of  doing  good. 

But  within  these  limits,  and  under  the  guidance  of. 
these  cautions,  too  much  surely  cannot  be  done,  either 
by  rich  or  poor,  young  or  old,  in  the  way  of  kind 
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affection,  brotherly  love,  and  sincere  preferring  each 
the  other  in  all  Christian  courtesy  and  respect.  We 
need  not  surely  be  afraid  of  too  nearly  resembling 
Him  whose  whole  [life]  is  elsewhere  summed  up  by 
the  Apostle  in  one  short  word,  For  even  Christ  pleased 
not  Himself. 

COLK, 

Jan.  18,  1829. 
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[In  the  winter  of  the  year  1830  serious  riots  took  place  in  many 
agricnltural  districts,  occasioned  by  the  use  of  threshing-machines, 
lately  introduced.] 


ISAIAH  i.  3. 
My  people  doth  not  consider*^ 


€i 


WHATEVER  difficulty  many  of  us  may  find  in 
other  parts  of  Holy  Scripture,  these  words 
surely  are  plain  enough,  My  people  doth  not  consider  ; 
that  is,  they  on  whom  the  Almighty  God  has  be- 
stowed the  best  opportunities  of  knowing  Him,  even 
they  do  not  in  earnest  bethink  themselves  of  what  it 
most  concerns  them  to  remember.  They  go  on,  day 
after  day,  and  year  after  year,  and  God  and  heaven 
are  in  none  of  their  thoughts.  Good  words  strike 
their  ears,  good  prayers  pass  over  their  lips,  but  never 
yet,  to  this  hour,  have  they  sat  down  quietly  to  con- 
sider and  lay  to  heart  this  awful  question,  ^^  Am  I,  or 
am  I  not,  at  this  present  time,  in  favour  with  the 
great  God  of  heaven  and  earth  ?  with  Him,  to  whom 
I  belong  entirely,  who  sees  into  my  very  heart  ?  and 
not  only  so,  but  likewise,  to  whom  I  shall  belong  to 
all  eternity,  and  from  whose  eye  I  can  never  escape  ?" 
I  verily  believe,  that  this  is  no  strange  or  ex- 
travagant supposition.  I  verily  believe  there  are 
thousands  of  Christian  persons,  who  have  not  only 
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been  eating  God's  bread,  and  breathing  His  air,  and 
enjoying  thousands  of  blessings  immediately  from  His 
bountiful  hand,  but  have  also  been  enabled  by  His 
favour  to  know  Him  their  Maker,  and  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ  their  Saviour,  and  His  Holy  Spirit  their  Com- 
forter; and  yet,  for  any  thought  they  have  had  of 
Him,  might  as  well  have  been  mere  heathens,  sitting 
in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death. 

We  are  so  used  to  spiritual  evils,  so  apt  to  indulge 
ourselves  in  them,  that  it  is  very  hard  for  most  of  us 
to  enter  upon  anything  like  a  right  view  of  this  most 
deplorable  truth.  Most  people  seem  quite  amazed, 
and  look  on  you  as  some  strange  being,  when  you  bid 
them  ^^  mind  the  things  above,  and  not  the  things  on 
the  earth.''  If  a  clergyman  in  church  address  them 
on  these  subjects,  they  take  that  as  a  matter  of  course, 
and  think  no  more  of  it ;  but  when  they  hear  such 
admonitions  from  any  other  person,  or  even  from  him 
in  any  other  place,  they  only  mix,  with  their  profane 
indifference,  more  or  less  of  wonder  or  of  scorn. 

I  could  wish  to  think  well  and  comfortably  of 
things ;  but  this  I  fear  is  the  true  case  of  the  greater 
number.  And  as  for  those  who  at  times  are  serious^ 
and  give  one  good  hope  of  their  condition,  what  pain- 
ful follies,  what  degrading  compliances,  do  we  see 
them  daily  giving  way  to !  Insomuch  that  many  are 
tempted  to  imagine  as  if  there  were  no  real  virtue  in 
the  world,  but  all  that  looks  it  were  mere  hypocrisy. 
Now  utter  inconsistency  and  irregularity  of  conduct^ 
as  much  perhaps  as  utter  profligacy,  proves  a  man  to 
be  sadly  inconsiderate.  And  between  the  two,  the 
appeal  made  by  Almighty  God,  through  His  Prophet 
Isaiah,  to  His  first  people  the  Jews,  may  too  justly  be 
repeated  to  us  and  our  times:  Hear^  0  Heaven^  and 
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give  ear^  0  earthy  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken ;  I  have 
nourished  and  brought  up  children^  and  they  have  re^ 
heUed  against  Me.  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner ^  and  the 
ass  his  master^ s  crib ;  but  Israel  doth  not  know  ;  My 
people  doth  not  consider. 

Am  I  speaking  too  strongly  ?  I  would  it  were  so. 
But  cast  your  eyes  round  any  Christian  neighbour- 
hood, such  as  we  live  among  ourselves,  and  behold 
wherever  we  go.  Can  any  one  deny,  that  generally 
speaking,  I  have  now  given  a  true  account  of  it? 
What  difference  is  there  between  the  real  daily  pro- 
ceedings of  the  greater  part  of  us,  our  thoughts, 
words,  and  actions;  and  what  those  proceedings 
might  probably  have  been,  if  the  Gospel  were  never 
known?  And  taking  those  who  do  appear,  some- 
times, to  recollect  who  sees  them,  and  where  they  are 
going — do  many  of  them  appear  to  entertain  such 
recollections  throughout?  I  do  not  of  course  mean 
absolute,  unsinning  perfection,  but  such  as  would 
commonly  receive  the  name  of  steady,  habitual,  con- 
sistent goodness.  Those  of  us  who  care  for  God  ut 
all,  is  their  devotion  in  any  degree  duly  answerable 
to  the  means  He  has  given  them  ? 

I  am  not  going  to  take  an  example  from  among 
those  who  openly  and  avowedly  defy  their  God,  and 
neglect  their  duty  towards  Him.  They  do  not  so 
often  come  to  this  sacred  place ;  and  if  they  do,  they 
come  hardened  against  all  that  God  or  man  shall  say 
to  convince  them;  for  remember  that  God  speaks, 
rather  than  man,  to  every  person  who  comes  here. 
But  what  care  those,  who  are  accustomed  to  despise 
God,  to  blaspheme  His  great  Name,  despise  His  holy 
ordinances,  revile  and  scorn  His  appointed  ministers  ? 
What  is  it  to  such  a  man  as  that,  if  he  do  by  chance 
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come  into  a  church,  and  hear  that  voice  which  can 
shake  the  heavens  and  the  earth?  It  will  be  no 
more  to  him  than  the  rustling  of  the  wind  in  his 
ears.  His  conscience  is  seared  with  a  hot  iron;  he 
is  like  those  who  replied  to  God's  warning  of  old, 
"There  is  no  hope,  none:  for  I  have  followed  my 
sins,  and  after  them  will  I  go." 

But  I  speak  now  of  what  are  commonly  called 
"decent  persons,"  such  as  I  take  the  inhabitants  of 
this  place,  generally  speaking,  to  be ;  I  must  speak 
out  plainly  concerning  you,  and  tell  you  that  your 
great  fault  is  inconsideration ;  inconsideration  so  gross 
and  inexcusable,  that  a  person  hearing  of  it  would 
hardly  believe  it,  if  it  were  not  so  common  in  other 
places. 

For  instance;  let  us  suppose  for  a  moment  (what 
ouffht  not  to  be  mere  imagination)  that  there  is  some 
one  place  in  the  Christian  world,  where  every  person, 
knowing  the  frailty  of  his  mortal  nature,  that  he  can- 
not stand  a  moment  by  himself ;  knowing  also  God's 
gracious  promise,  to  give  His  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
that  ask  Him,  and  the  word  by  which  our  Saviour 
Christ  has  engaged  Himself  to  be  present  always  in 
this  His  congregation ;  let  us,  I  say,  suppose  a  place, 
where  every  one,  knowing  all  this,  takes  care  to  ap- 
pear, every  Sunday,  to  ask  God's  blessing  in  His  own 
house.  What  would  such  a  person  think,  if  he  came 
and  lived  among  us  for  a  month  ?  He  would  say  to 
himself,  "  These  people,  the  greater  portion  of  them, 
are  either  quite  heathens,  not  knowing  or  oaring  for 
our  Saviour's  promise;  or  they  are  so  very  incon- 
siderate as  never  to  turn  their  minds  towards  it, 
although  they  hear,  every  Sunday,  the  church  bells 
warning  them  of  it."     "Where  two  or  three  are 
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gathered  together  in  His  Name,  there  is  He  in  the 
midst  of  them."  Who  that  considers  could  wilfully 
miss  a  single  opportunity,  of  going  where  he  is  sure 
to  meet  Christ,  and  receive  His  merciful  aid  and 
blessing  ?  Who  would  not  contrive  all  sorts  of  ways 
to  make  it  possible  or  convenient  for  him  to  pray  to 
God  in  God's  own  house  ?  But  these  people  (might 
a  stranger  say)  rather  catch  eagerly  at  every  excuse 
for  staying  at  home  or  wandering  abroad,  when  the 
church  doors  are  thrown  open  to  them.  What  can 
one  say  of  such  a  faith,  such  a  religion  ?  The  best 
one  can  possibly  say  of  it  is,  that  it  is,  indeed,  most 
%nc(ms%derate. 

Let  us  now  suppose  that  the  place  (far  distant, 
I  fear,  we  must  imagine  it)  from  which  this  stranger 
arrived,  was  a  place  like  the  ancient  Church  of  Jeru- 
salem, just  after  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost; 
a  place  where  every  man  was  contented  and  thankful 
with  the  portion  of  goods  which  God  had  given  him, 
and  resolved,  be  it  much  or  little,  to  use  it  all  to  his 
heavenly  Father's  glory ;  a  place  where  the  poor  and 
needy,  knowing  that  by  God's  eternal  and  unchange- 
able Providence  the  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the 
land^  had  left  off  vainly  fancying  how  much  better  it 
would  be  if  they  were  rich,  and  set  themselves  in 
good  earnest^  by  industry,  sobriety,  good  temper  and 
patience,  to  make  the  most  of  what  little  they  had ; 
a  place  where  those  who  had  anything  to  spare,  wisely 
considering  that  they  could  not  keep  it  for  ever, 
cheerfully  parted  with  it  on  those  occasions,  in  which 
God  has  told  them  He  will  bless  their  use  of  it ;  and 
among  the  rest,  in  paying  Tribute  to  whom  tribute  is 
ducy  custom  to  whom  custom^  for  the  peace  and  safety 
of  their  king  and  country,   according  to  the  com- 
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mandment  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  example  of  our  blessed 
Saviour ;  a  place  where,  if  wrong  or  oppression  could 
occur,  even  they  would  be  turned  into  a  blessing, 
because  the  suffering  person,  knowing  in  whom  he 
had  believed,  would  delight  in  having  an  opportunity 
to  follow  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Jesus  Christ : 
Imagine  such  a  place  as  this ;  and  imagine  one  of  its 
inhabitants  to  have  come  and  stayed  amongst  us — us^ 
I  say,  of  this  place  and  parish,  for  with  others,  pro- 
perly,  we  are  not  concerned — during  this  week  which 
is  past.  What  would  he  have  said  ?  and  where  would 
he  have  thought  himself  ?  Not  surely  in  a  Christian 
village ;  for  the  Christian  temper  is  a  contented  temper ; 
and  he  would  have  heard  nothing  around  him  but 
violent  murmurs,  repinings,  railings  and  cursings,  of 
men  refusing  to  bear  the  burden  which  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  had  laid  upon  them.  The  Christian 
temper  is  a  peaceable  temper ;  and  what  could  be  seen 
here  yesterday,  better  than  wild  and  disorderly  men, 
rushing  here  and  there  as  if  they  were  beside  them- 
selves, and  threatening  death  to  friend  or  foe  who 
should  dare  interrupt  their  lawless  proceedings.  The 
Christian  temper  is  firm  yet  mild^  and  even  if  it  sees 
real  wrong  done,  tries  every  way  of  redress  before 
resorting  to  open  violence,  though  authorized  by  God 
and  the  King  to  do  so.  Was  there  anything  like  this 
to  be  seen  in  that  shameful  tumult  ?  was  there  any 
sudden  wrong  done,  any  provocation  which  might 
seem  to  excuse  the  disorder  ?  was  any  quiet  method 
of  redress  resorted  to  ?  can  any  man  shew  the  slight- 
est authority  from  God  or  the  King  to  use  violence  on 
such  an  occasion?  And  this  last  question  puts  me 
in  mind  of  another.  The  Christian  temper  is  loi/al; 
subject  to  principalities  and  powers ;  ready  always  to 
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obey  magistrates,  and  above  all  to  honour  the  King ; 
(I  use  the  very  words  of  the  Bible,  which  no  man 
but  a  downright  unbeliever  can  deny).  Now  what 
shall  we  say  to  the  loyalty  of  yesterday's  work ;  when 
our  King's  will  had  been  expressly  signified,  a  very 
few  days  before,  that  no  such  thing  should  be  done, 
or  he  would  count  it  a  high  offence  ;  so  that  no  man 
can  pretend  to  say  but  he  had  plenty  of  warning 
against  what  he  did  ? 

I  might  go  on  much  longer  with  asking  such  ques- 
tions; I  might  enquire  whether  it  is  doing  as  one 
would  be  done  by,  to  break  open  doors  (which  I  my- 
self saw  done)  and  destroy  property  before  the  owner's 
eyes,  and  in  spite  of  his  remonstrances ;  property  to 
which  he  had  as  much  right  as  any  man  can  have 
to  anything  at  all;  and  which,  in  more  cases  than 
one,  was  the  only  bread  he  had  to  live  by.  Now  he 
who  knows  least  among  you,  knows  thus  much,  that 
Jesus  Christ  expects  every  man  to  do  to  others  as 
he  would  they  should  do  to  him.  I  might  ask  how 
it  stands  with  common  gratitude  or  good  nature,  to 
deal  so  with  those  who  have  befriended  or  employed 
you :  I  might  beg  to  know  what  good  fathers  think 
they  shall  do  to  their  sons,  by  leading  them  out  on 
such  an  errand ;  or  whether  you  can  believe  it  quite 
innocent  to  join  yourself  to  a  set  of  persons,  whose 
rude  swearing,  and  abuse  of  God's  ministers  (to  say 
nothing  of  their  desperate  and  cowardly  threatenings), 
prove  too  clearly  that  they  are  against  all  that  is 
good.  Taking  all  things  into  the  account,  I  cannot 
well  conceive  a  stronger  proof  of  universal  incon- 
sideration,  than  for  so  many  Christian  men  to  have 
taken  part  in  that  day's  work ;  I  say  inconsideration, 
for  one  should  not,  one  durst  not,  impute  it  to  any 
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one  as  malice^  as  long  as  it  can  be  more  gently  in- 
terpreted. 

I  am  not  sure,  however,  whether  there  be  not  one 
thing  more  inconsiderate  even,  than  the  offence  of 
which  I  am  speaking,  that  is,  the  way  men  take  to 
excuse  it;  "I  only  went  along  with  the  rest,"  they 
say.  It  is  to  be  sure  the  commonest,  but  yet  it  is 
the  most  foolish  of  all  pleas  for  wilful  sin.  Consider 
it  thus ;  God  Almighty,  at  no  less  a  price  than  the 
blood  of  His  dear  Son,  had  redeemed  your  soul  to 
Himself,  had  put  it  into  your  hands,  and  given  you 
His  Holy  Spirit  to  help  you  in  keeping  it,  that  you 
might  present  it  pure  from  wilful  sin  before  His 
throne  at  the  great  day.  And  amongst  other  ways 
of  keeping  it.  He  has  told  you,  study  to  be  quiet ;  has 
taught  that  such  as  resist  the  higher  powers,  that  is, 
the  King  and  the  Law,  shall  receive  to  themselves 
damnation.  You  knew  all  this ;  you  have  been  taught 
it  from  your  youth  up,  and  yet  you  choose  to  act  as 
if  the  soul,  with  which  you  are  trusted,  were  in  the 
keeping  of  these  blind  and  violent  men.  Will  they 
answer  for  you  at  the  last  day  ?  Alas !  in  that  hour 
the  very  best  of  us  will  have  enough  to  do  to  answer 
for  himself;  and  no  spoiler,  nor  rioter,  you  may  be 
quite  sure,  will  ever  do  that  without  deep  and  bitter 
and  timely  repentance.  In  short,  the  plea  of  bad 
example  will  avail  you  about  as  much  in  this  case 
as  it  would  in  unchastity,  or  profane  swearing — just 
as  much  and  no  more.  Will  you  lean  your  chance  of 
pardon  and  salvation  on  so  brittle  a  reed  as  this? 
If  you  persist  in  doing  so,  surely  no  thought  of  living 
man  can  worthily  conceive  of  your  extreme  incon- 
sideration.  For  an  act  done  suddenly,  in  bodily  fear, 
it  is  not  against  Scripture  to  hope  that  our  merciful 
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Judge  will  make  allowances ;  but  not  surely  for  that 
irreligious  foolishness,  which  helps  some  men  after- 
wards to  brave  reproof,  under  pretence  of  being  only 
as  bad  as  the  rest. 

I  think  now,  my  good  friends,  I  have  said  more 
than  enough  to  make  out  the  charge  which,  with  real 
sorrow  of  mind,  I  must  bring  against  this  village  of 
ours;  that  we  are,  most  likely,  deep  in  God's  book 
on  account  of  our  want  of  religious  consideration. 
There  may  be,  I  trust  there  are,  many  among  you, 
who  are  free  from  blame  in  either  of  the  two  ways 
I  have  mentioned,  many  who  have  neither  defied  their 
God  by  neglecting  His  solemn  assemblies,  nor  their 
King  by  rioting  and  violence,  in  disobedience  to  his 
known  commands.  Happy  are  they,  so  far ;  only  let 
them  not  lose  that  happiness  by  leading  inconsiderate 
lives  in  any  other  manner,  secret  or  open.  And  let 
us  all  remember  what  conscience  tells  us  of  our  own 
faults,  and  not  speak  or  think  unkindly  of  any  one 
for  what  it  is  hoped  they  will  repent  of  ere  long. 

I  say  it  is  hoped^  for  I  am  by  no  means  sure  of  it ; 
considering  how  little  every  one  seems  to  think  of 
this  fault  of  incomideration  in  any  case.  Men  lie 
down  on  their  death-beds,  and  depart  for  ever  and 
ever  into  the  presence  of  the  great  and  terrible  Judge ; 
and  if  they  have  not  gone  wrong  ver^  wilfully,  if  they 
have  not  been  habitual  thieves,  or  murderers,  or  adul- 
terers, never  turn  their  minds  to  this  choice,  which 
however  is  the  only  one  that  awaits  them ;  the  choice, 
I  mean,  between  endless  death,  and  deep  repentance 
for  their  inconsideration.  And  how  should  they  think 
of  it,  poor  souls  ?  They  are  so  got  into  the  habit,  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  has  left  them,  and  they  die, 
as  they  had  lived,  without  considering. 
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Will  you  do  so,  Christian  brethren?  Will  you 
affront  your  great  God  and  merciful  Saviour,  and 
throw  away  your  souls  at  random?  Or  will  you  in 
good  earnest,  now  that  by  the  favour  of  our  heavenly 
Father  we  are  come  to  another  Advent,  another  new 
year  according  to  the  Prayer-book,  will  you  in  earnest 
consider  your  ways  ? 

God  grant  that  we  may  do  so,  every  one  of  us,  to 
so  good  purpose,  that  the  sins  of  the  past  year  may 
indeed  be  forsaken  and  forgiven,  and  especially  let  us 
beseech  Him,  that  no  such  great  public  sin  as  we 
have  now  to  repent  of  may  ever  again  disgrace  our 
names  or  endanger  our  souls. 

And  grant,  0  Lord,  that  the  course,  &c. 


Nov.  24,  1830. 
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ST.  MAEK  V.  28. 

"For  she  said,  If  I  may  touch  but  His  clothes,  I  shall 

be  whole." 

WHOEVEE  will  read  the  Gospels  with  attention 
will  find,  I  think,  one  day  in  the  course  of  our 
blessed  Lord's  ministry  marked  above  all  the  rest  by 
many  great  and  various  miracles,  performed  one  after 
another  with  little  or  no  rest  and  intermission. 

The  day  I  mean  is  that  which  began  whilst  He 
was  on  the  Lake  of  Gennesaret,  and  a  violent  storm 
arose  in  His  sleep ;  the  first  thing  He  did  on  waking 
was  to  quiet  that  storm  with  a  word,  the  very  winds 
and  the  sea  obeying  Him.  The  moment  He  came 
out  of  the  ship.  He  shewed  Himself  endowed  with 
irresistible  power,  not  over  this  world  only,  but  like- 
wise over  infernal  spirits,  for  He  delivered  two  poor 
sufferers  from  a  whole  legion  of  such,  and  permitted 
them  only  to  destroy  a  herd  of  swine.  Very  soon 
after  He  had  returned  from  performing  this  great 
work,  a  father  came  to  Him  in  great  distress,  bogging 
Him  to  lay  His  hand  on  his  daughter,  who  was  lying 
at  the  point  of  death.  And  while  He  was  on  the 
way  to  do  so,  that  happened  of  which  the  verse  just 
now  read  for  the  text  is  perhaps  the  most  instructive 
and  affecting  circumstance.  A  certain  woman  which 
had  an  issue  of  blood  twelve  years^  and  had  suffered 
many  things  of  many  physicians^  and  had  spent  all  that 
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she  hadj  and  was  nothing  bettered^  but  rather  grew  worse^ 
having  heard  of  Jesus,  came  near  Him,  nearer  than 
she  would  have  dared  to  come  alone,  (for  according 
to  the  law  of  Moses,  her  complaint  made  her  unclean, 
and  she  would  not  be  allowed  to  touch  any  one;) 
therefore,  seeing  that  much  people  were  following 
Him,  and  thronging  Him  close,  she  took  advantage 
of  that  crowd,  and  came  in  the  press  behind,  and 
touched  the  hem  of  His  garment.  For  she  said^  If  I 
may  but  touch  His  clothes^  I  shall  be  whole.  Afid 
straightway  t/ie  fountain  of  tier  blood  was  dried  up ; 
and  she  felt  in  her  body  that  she  was  healed  of  timt 
plague. 

Such  is  the  very  exact  account  given  in  St.  Mark's 
Gospel  of  the  proceedings  of  that  wonderful  day ;  and 
being  in  St.  Mark's  Gospel,  it  is  in  fact  St.  Peter's 
account,  for  it  is  with  good  reason  believed,  that  St. 
Peter  by  the  Holy  Spirit  approved  and  set  to,  as  it 
were,  his  own  seal  in  testimony  of  all  that  St.  Mark 
wrote.  Now  St.  Peter  was  then  close  to  our  Saviour, 
taking  notice  of  all  that  happened,  and  that  perhaps 
is  one  reason  why  the  account  of  these  things  in 
St.  Mark  is  more  particular  than  in  the  other  Gospels. 
But  however  that  may  be,  the  example  of  one  so 
kindly  approved  and  so  highly  praised  by  our  Lord 
Himself,  must  be  worth  our  best  consideration.  And 
let  this  first  be  observed  upon  it,  that  however  ac- 
ceptable her  faith  was,  her  knowledge  seems  to  have 
been  very  imperfect.  For  immediately  after  her  cure, 
when  Jesus^  knowing  in  Himself  that  virtue  had  gone 
out  of  Him^  turned  Him  about  in  the  press  and  said^ 
Who  touched  my  clothes  ?  and  when  He  looked  round 
about  to  see  her  that  had  done  this  thing,  then  the 
woman,  fearing  and  trembling,  knowing  what  was 
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done  in  her,  and  finding  that  she  could  not  be  hid, 
feU  down  before  Him^  and  told  Him  all  the  truth. 
It  should  appear,  then,  as  if  at  first  she  had  thought 
she  might  be  hid ;  as  if  she  had  an  indistinct  notion 
of  obtaining  her  cure  from  Jesus  Christ,  without  His 
knowing  it  Himself. 

Now,  if  she  had  known  (as  He  said  to  another 
woman  on  another  occasion),  if  she  had  thoroughly 
known  the  gift  of  God,  and  who  it  was  to  whom  she 
drew  nigh,  she  would  have  been  well  aware  how  im- 
possible it  is  that  anything  whatever  should  be  hidden 
from  Him,  much  more  His  own  gracious  works.  But 
though  she  had  no  clear  notion  of  this,  she  came  to 
Him  in  the  right  spirit.  She  thought  herself  im- 
worthy  and  unfit  directly  to  approach  the  blessed 
Jesus,  yet  knew  not  in  what  other  way  she  might 
ever  obtain  a  release  from  her  plague ;  and  often  as 
she  had  been  disappointed,  she  felt  a  strong  and 
serious  hope,  that  if  she  could  once  draw  near  to 
Him,  in  the  way  those  did  who  were  least  favoured, 
she  should  not  depart  without  a  blessing.  Both  these 
good  dispositions,  both  her  faith  and  her  humility, 
are  affectingly  expressed  here  in  the  text:  If  I  may 
touch  hut  His  clothes^  I  shall  he  whole.  Her  humility 
kept  her  from  even  imagining  any  nearer  approach  to 
Him,  and  her  faith  made  her  quite  satisfied,  that  even 
so  much  would  be  sufficient.  That  it  was  real  faith 
and  humility,  and  not  mere  superstitious  fancy,  we 
are  certain;  not  only  by  the  fact  of  her  cure,  but 
also  by  the  condescending  encouragement  which  our 
blessed  Lord  vouchsafed  to  give  her,  Daughter^  he  of 
good  comfort;  thy  faith  hath  made  tliee  whole;  go  in 
peace^  and  be  whole  of  thy  plague. 

Here  then  is  the  great  practical  lesson  which  the 
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Holy  Spirit  of  God  intended  us,  we  may  well  believe, 
to  learn  out  of  this  history.  He  meant  that  Chris- 
tians in  all  times  should  be  thoroughly  aware  what 
Christ  requires  of  them,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
well  received  when  they  come  near  to  Him,  as  they 
do  in  every  act  of  devotion,  but  most  especially  in 
the  Holy  Sacrament.  He  requires  of  them  true  faith, 
that  is,  sincere  trust  in  Him,  and  resignation  to  His 
divine  will,  as  being  indeed  their  only  Saviour.  He 
requires  of  them  a  purpose  of  heart  to  cast  all  their 
care  upon  Him,  to  subdue  discontented  and  wander- 
ing thoughts,  so  that  it  may  be  their  continual  wish 
and  endeavour  to  have  no  care  or  anxiety,  except 
only  how  they  may  become  what  He,  their  best  friend, 
would  have  them,  and  receive  His  blessing  in  Para- 
dise. For  so  this  poor  sick  woman  had  no  care  or 
anxiety,  but  how  she  might  draw  near  enough  to  our 
Lord.  That  being  once  accomplished,  her  cure  she 
knew  could  not  fail. 

This  then  is  the  temper  which  our  Lord  requires ; 
and  the  same  example,  duly  considered,  will  shew 
that  He  does  not  require  some  things,  with  which 
many  have  distressed  or  perplexed  themselves. 

First,  He  does  not  require  perfect  Knowledge ;  the 
being  able,  in  words  and  syllables,  clearly  to  set  forth 
to  another  person  the  truths  of  our  religion  in  regular 
order.  Good  and  devout  persons,  I  believe,  are  some- 
times  apt  to  be  much  disconcerted,  and  even  cast 
down  about  their  spiritual  condition,  because  they 
find  themselves  less  ready  than  others  in  recollecting 
prayers  and  texts  of  Scripture,  or  putting  into  words 
the  reasons  of  their  conduct.  Let  them  be  assured, 
that  if  they  are  in  earnest  confessing  Christ  crucified 
by  their  lives,  their  being  slow  and  dull  with  their 
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lips  will  never  tell  against  them  in  His  favour.  Your 
trust  in  Him,  if  at  all  sincere,  cannot  well  be  less 
distinct  than  that  of  this  poor  woman,  who  thought 
she  might  be  cured  without  His  knowing  it.  Yet 
her  faith  made  her  whole ;  and  so  will  the  faith  of  all 
those  who  live  as  if  they  believed  in  Him,  whether 
they  can  talk  of  their  faith  or  no. 

Yet  this  must  not  be  understood  as  any  encourage- 
ment to  wilful  ignorance.  As  far  as  appears,  the 
woman  did  her  best  to  find  out  our  Saviour.  She  did 
not  go  blindly  to  Him,  merely  for  the  sake  of  trying 
everything ;  everywhere  she  might  see  and  hear  the 
wonderful  effects  of  His  healing  power;  she  knew 
how  others  were  cured,  and  trusted  that  she  might 
be  so  too.  She  was  not,  then,  like  those  among  us 
who  take  up  at  once  with  such  and  such  practices,  or 
close  eagerly  with  such  and  such  opinions,  merely 
because  other  people  do;  but  rather  like  those  who 
read  in  the  Bible,  and  see  among  their  devout  friends, 
so  much  of  the  fruits  of  Christian  devotion,  as  in- 
clines them  to  make  trial  of  it  themselves. 

Now,  such  persons  are  always  most  eager  to  im- 
prove their  knowledge  of  divine  things,  as  far  as  God 
gives  them  opportunity.  Such  endeavour  to  improve 
themselves  is  part  of  that  practical  faith,  whereof  the 
woman  in  the  text  is  an  example.  If  therefore  you 
are  wilfully  negligent  of  any  part  of  that  instruction 
which  the  Church  of  God  has  pr  ovided  for  you,  if  you 
care  little  to  hear  sermons,  to  read  the  Bible  and 
good  books,  to  consider  and  comprehend  what  you 
hear  or  read ;  you  must  not  flatter  yourself  on  your 
good  intentions,  you  have  no  right  to  be  of  good 
comfort,  or  think  that  such  faith  will  make  you 
whole.     The  wicked  and  slothful  servant  was  pun- 
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ished,  not  because  he  abused  his  talent,  but  because 
he  made  no  use  of  it ;  and  many  Christians,  we  may 
fear,  will  find  themselves  at  last  in  a  bad  way,  be- 
cause, although  after  a  sort  they  have  kept  innocency 
according  to  their  knowledge,  they  have  taken  no 
pains  to  know  a  great  deal  more  of  their  duty, 
which  God  clearly  intended  them  to  learn.  Sloth- 
fulness  of  that  sort  is  too  sure  a  sign  of  a  temper, 
at  the  bottom  profane  and  irreligious,  and  must  not 
hope  to  find  the  excuse  of  ignorance. 

Secondly,  this  circumstance  in  our  Saviour's  his- 
tory may  serve  for  a  useful  warning  to  men  whenever 
they  are  disposed  to  value  themselves  upon  their  own 
greater  piety  and  knowledge,  or  what  they  take  to  be 
such,  compared  with  that  of  their  weaker  brethren. 
The  Pharisees,  we  read,  rebuked  the  people,  and 
were  much  displeased  with  the  children  for  crying 
Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David^  when  our  Lord  entered 
into  Jerusalem.  And  no  doubt,  if  any  Pharisees  were 
present  when  this  woman  came  behind  and  touched 
Him,  they  would  have  found  enough  to  reproach  and 
ridicule,  in  what  they  would  have  called  so  strange 
an  imagination,  as  her  hoping  to  be  cured  unknown 
to  Him,  merely  because  she  laid  hold  of  His  garment. 
Yet  the  children,  we  see,  were  right  in  their  Hosan- 
nas,  and  this  woman  was  right  in  touching  Christ's 
garment,  and  these  wise  Pharisees  were  quite  wrong. 
Does  not  this  speak  plainly  out  to  such  as  are  well 
taught  in  the  Scriptures,  that  they  beware  of  all 
arrogance  and  conceited  scorn?  that  they  never  in- 
dulge themselves  in  any  thought  akin  to  that  of  the 
Pharisees  in  St.  John,  Thk  people  who  knoweth  not  the 
Law  are  cursed  ?  I  fear  there  are  many  whose  know- 
ledge in  the  Gospel  does  them  far  less  good  than  it 
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might,  because  they  make  it  an  occasion  for  sin,  in 
thus  slighting  persons  less  knowing,  but  for  aught 
they  can  tell,  better  than  themselves.  Let  such  con- 
sider well,  whetfter  our  Saviour  is  likely  to  be  pleased 
with  them,  despising  what  He  so  graciously  accepts. 
It  may  be,  this  or  that  person  is  less  ready  than  you 
think  a  well-taught  Christian  ought  to  be,  in  giving 
an  account  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him.  What  then  ? 
he  may  be  quietly  doing  his  duty,  both  to  God  and 
man,  according  to  his  measure ;  may  enter  into  the 
spirit  of  the  Gospel,  and  really  trust  in  the  Cross  of 
Christ,  and  constantly  pray  for  grace  to  do  better, 
though  he  can  neither  speak  readily,  nor  think  very 
clearly  of  such  things.  He  is  surely  much  nearer  true 
faith  than  any  of  those  persons,  however  learned,  who 
know  no  better  than  to  scorn  or  discourage  him. 

But  thirdly,  this  must  not  be  so  understood,  as 
if  it  were  enough  simply  to  depend  on  our  Saviour, 
without  knowing  why  or  wherefore ;  without  leading 
that  sort  of  life,  which  real  dependence  on  Him  would 
enforce.  Christian  faith  does  not  mean  "believing 
that  you,  yourself,  will  certainly  be  saved;"  but  it 
means  this,  "  practically  looking  to  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord  alone  for  salvation  and  every  other  good."  And 
that  man  looks  to  Christ  practically,  who  endeavours 
always  so  to  live,  so  to  think,  speak,  and  act,  as  if 
what  is  told  in  the  Gospel  concerning  Christ  and  His 
Cross  were  true.  That  man  may  be  often  full  of  dis- 
quiet concerning  his  own  spiritual  condition ;  he  may 
perhaps  go  down  to  the  grave,  before  he  is  anything 
like  cured  of  discomfort  and  perplexity  in  his  devo- 
tions ;  he  may  be  very  uneasy  in  this  world,  but  in 
the  world  to  come,  by  God's  mercy  through  Christ, 
he  will  receive  the  reward  of  true  faith.     Just  as  in 


290  SERMON   XXI Y. 


another  of  our  Saviour's  miracles;  the  parent  who 
brought  his  son  to  our  Lord  to  have  a  dumb  and  deaf 
spirit  cast  out,  was  not  so  clear  and  certain  in  his 
faith,  but  that  he  had  occasion  to*  cry  with  tears, 
Lord^  .  .  .  help  Thou  mine  unbelief.  ^  But  this  did  not 
make  him  unacceptable ;  his  sincere  wish  to  believe 
and  pray  aright  was  graciously  jr|warded  by  our  com- 
passionate Kedeemer,  as  though.it  Jaad  been  perfect 
faith  and  prayer ;  for  all  his  misgivings,  his  son  was 
healed.  And  the  woman  whose  icase  we  are  now  con- 
sidering,  she  was,  it  seems,  more  or  less  in  doubt  whe- 
ther she  was  doing  right  or  no ;  for  even  afiS^r  her  cure, 
was  performed,  she  came  not  without  fear  and  trem- 
bling to  cast  herself  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  We  need 
not  then  make  any  question  that  our  Saviour  is  better 
pleased  to  have  a  sinner  draw  near  to  Him  in  fear 
and  trembling,  than  with  such  bold  and  familiar  con- 
fidence as  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  faith.  Indeed, 
if  one  seriously  recollected  but  for  a  moment  who  He 
is,  and  what  we  are,  surely  reverential  fear  must 
accompany  every  thought  of  ours  concerning  Him: 
He,  the  great  Creator  of  the  world ;  we,*  His  creatures, 
breathing  only  by  Him :  He,  the  judge  of  men  and 
angels ;  we,  sinners  and  condemned  by  His  Law :  He, 
the  Kedeemer  of  lost  mankind,  at  the  price  of  His 
own  precious  blood ;  we.  His  redeemed,  yet  too  often 
guilty  of  leaving  Him  out  of  our  thoughts,  and  doing 
what  we  know  will  displease  Him.  Surely  there 
must  be  some  mistake,  if  ever  men  are  taught  to 
appear  before  Him  without  deep  and  unfeigned  reve- 
rence. Joy  there  may  be,  and  gladness  of  heart; 
gratitude  and  affection  cannot  rise  high  enough  to 
answer  what  He  has  done  for  man;  but  let  it  be 
always  a  serious  joy,  a  devout  gratitude,   a  filial 
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affection.  Whilst  men  remember  that  Christ  is  their 
Saviour,  let  them  not  forget  that  He  is  their  God. 
Whilst  they  rejoice  in  what  has  been  done  to  save 
them,  let  them  recollect  that  they  are  not  out  of 
danger. 

Such  being  the  temper  of  mind  which  our  Lord  by 
His  kindness  to  that  distressed  woman  recommends 
to  all  who  at  any  time  draw  near  to  Him,  the  best 
time  of  all  perhaps  for  seriously  considering  aud  try- 
ing to  practise  it,  is  when  you  are  invited  to  the 
Holy  Sacrament  of  His  most  blessed  Body  and 
Blood.  All  that  has  been  said  of  our  duty  to  our  Ee- 
deemer  will  apply  at  once  with  peculiar  force  to  that 
which  of  all  outward  services  brings  Him  nearest  to 
Christian  souls.  Thus,  there  may,  there  must  be, 
many  things  in  the  Lord's  Supper,  far  beyond  what 
you  can  understand,  but  Christ  will  not  therefore 
count  you  unworthy,  provided  you  understand  so 
much  as  this.  That  you  cannot  be  good  or  happy 
without  Him,  and  provided  also  you  really  intend  to 
try  and  please  BUm  as  long  as  you  live.  But  this 
again  is  not  to  be  understood  as  if  wilful  ignorance 
were  excusable  in  respect  of  receiving  this  Holy 
Sacrament,  any  more  than  in  your  other  duties  to 
Jesus  Christ;  God's  word  encourages  none  to  com- 
municate, but  those  who  really  mean  well.  And 
such  will  of  course  acquaint  themselves,  according  to 
the  best  of  their  power,  with  what  the  Bible  and 
Prayer-book  teach  concerning  this  awful  subject. 
But  having  so  endeavoured  in  earnest,  if  you  still 
find  yourself  ignorant  (as  no  doubt  you  may)  of 
many  things,  still  that  ignorance  need  not  keep  you 
from  drawing  near  with  this  faithful  woman,  and 
touching  if  it  be  but  the  hem  of  His  garment ;  the 
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Holy  Spirit  is  sure  to  be  with  you,  so  doing  and 
living  accordingly;  your  ignorance,  as  well  as  your 
other  infirmities,  will  gradually  grow  less  and  less, 
and  you,  like  all  that  ever  came  near  and  touched 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  faith,  will  be  made,  in  time, 
perfectly  whole. 

Again,  with  regard  to  the  consolation  and  comfort 
which  the  Holy  Sacrament  naturally  bestows  on  all 
who  receive  it  as  they  ought  to  do,  it  is  not  to  be 
measured  by  the  feelings  of  the  moment ;  people  are 
not  to  think  it  denied,  because  they  find  no  such 
glow  of  heart  at  the  time  as  they  may  hear  and  read 
of,  and  naturally  wish  for ;  this  in  part  may  depend 
on  the  bodily  health,  and  must  not  be  taken,  except 
very  cautiously,  as  a  sign  whereby  to  judge  of  our 
spiiitual  condition.  The  true  comfort  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  that  on  which  we  may  depend  as  a  sure 
token  of  its  not  being  received  in  vain,  is  when 
Christians  after  receiving  it  find  their  duties  to  God 
and  man  gradually  growing  easier  and  less  irksome, 
their  minds  more  watchful  in  prayer,  their  tempers 
under  better  command,  evil  thoughts  seldomer  arising 
and  sooner  put  down  in  their  hearts.  This  is  the 
consolation  for  a  Christian  to  pray  for,  when  he  re- 
ceives the  Lord's  Supper,  and  this  is  his  rule  to  judge 
himself  by,  whether  he  received  it  worthily  or  no, 
rather  than  by  any  present  feelings. 

One  feeling  however  there  is,  which  ought  to  be 
deep  in  all  men's  hearts  when  they  approach  that  holy 
table,  I  mean  unfeigned  and  most  lowly  reverence 
for  the  glorious  Presence  of  God  Almighty  and  His 
only  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  fearful  mystery  of 
our  salvation,  there  offered  as  it  were  to  our  very 
eyes,  by  the  Bread  broken  and  the  Wine  poured  out. 
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in  remembrance  of  Him  dying  on  the  Cross.  Now 
that,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  it  is  hoped  to  give  you 
more  frequent  opportunities  of  joining  in  that  divine 
feast,  it  becomes  you  to  be  very  careful,  lest  seeing 
the  table  often  spread,  you  look  at  it  with  less  reve- 
rence, less  of  fear  and  trembling,  than  before.  The 
only  way  to  prevent  this  is,  that  you  turn  your  minds 
in  earnest  towards  it,  think  seriously  what  it  means, 
and  pray  to  our  Lord  to  prepare  you  for  it.  So  will 
God's  Holy  Spirit  assist  you  to  become  not  less  but 
more  aware  of  His  awful  presence,  not  less  but  more 
afraid  to  sin  against  Him,  for  every  Communion  you 
attend.  So  may  you  become  more  and  more  like  the 
congregations  of  the  first  Christians,  who  receiving 
the  Holy  Sacrament  daily,  had  peace  and  were  edi- 
fied; and  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  and  in 
the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  grew  and  abounded 
more  and  more. 


COLW, 

Oct  2,  1831. 
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ST.  MABE  Tui.  4. 

**  From  whence  can  a  man  satisfy  these  men  with  bread  here 

in  the  wilderness  V* 

THIS  question  was  asked  of  our  Lord  by  His  dis- 
ciples in  answer  to  what  He  had  said,  concerning 
the  multitude  waiting  round  Him,  which  was  very 
great,  and  had  nothing  to  eat.  Now  a  short  time 
before  this,  He  had  performed  that  other  wonderful 
miracle  of  feeding  five  thousand  men  with  five  loaves 
and  two  fishes.  It  should  seem  then  that  in  order  to 
try  His  disciples,  what  faith  they  had  in  His  Pro- 
vidence, and  what  consideration  of  His  past  mighty 
works,  He  called  them  to  Him,  and  said,  as  if  asking 
their  advice,  /  have  compassion  on  the  multitude^  be- 
cause  they  have  now  been  with  Me  three  days^  and  have 
nothing  to  eat ;  and  if  I  send  them  away  fasting  to 
their  own  houses^  they  will  faint  by  the  way.  And 
His  disciples  answered  Him,  From  whence  can  a  man 
satisfy  these  men  with  bread  here  in  the  wildemess? 
A  question  which  most  exactly  expresses  the  natural 
misgivings  and  perplexities  of  men,  when  anxious 
about  the  bodily  maintenance  of  themselves,  or  of 
others  near  and  dear  to  them.  And  our  Saviour's 
gracious  way  of  answering  them  expresses,  I  think, 
no  less  clearly,  the  course  of  His  Almighty  Provi- 
dence  in  supplying  our  daily  wants.    Without  telling 
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them  beforehand,  He  provided  them  enough  for  the 
present,  and  left  them  to  consider  for  themselves,  how 
safely  they  might  trust  His  care  for  the  future. 

At  this  particular  time  of  the  year,  when  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  are  ripe,  and  just  on  the  point  of  being 
gathered  in,  a  serious  person  will  see  much  around 
him  to  make  him  remember  these  things;  much  of 
the  care  and  anxiety  of  men,  but  more  a  great  deal 
of  the  Providence  and  mercy  of  God. 

And,  first,  as  to  human  care  and  forethought,  how 
to  provide  for  our  daily  bread ;  such  feelings  are,  in 
one  sense,  unavoidable;  in  another  sense,  right  and 
praiseworthy ;  but  in  a  third  sense,  most  dangerous 
and  unchristian.  As  to  the  mere  thought  of  the 
morrow  coming  into  a  person's  mind,  it  is  no  more 
to  be  praised  or  blamed  than  the  sense  of  hunger 
or  thirst  is,  being  part  of  our  nature,  and  of  our 
trial,  which  we  cannot  entirely  avoid,  but  may  use 
or  abuse  as  we  will.  Plainly,  when  our  Saviour 
bids  you  take  no  thought  for  the  niorrow^  He  does  not 
mean,  "  think  not  of  it  at  all,"  but  ^^  be  not  over  rest- 
less about  it."  For  the  calm  and  prudent  considera- 
tion of  the  morrow,  so  far  from  being  a  sin,  is  one  of 
the  very  first  Christian  duties,  and  is  so  taught  by 
the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  New  Testament ;  where  peo- 
ple are  especially  enjoined  to  labour^  working  with 
their  hands  the  thing  which  is  good,  that  they  may  have 
to  give  to  him  that  needeth.  And,  again,  he  that  pro- 
videth  not  for  his  own,  especially  for  his  near  rela- 
tions and  dependents,  hath  denied  the  faith,  and  is 
worse  than  an  unbeliever.  Then  only  is  your  labour 
and  forethought  unchristian,  when  it  swallows  up 
your  faith  and  trust  in  God,  when  it  makes  you  dis- 
contented, grudging  and  envious. 
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Again,  the  remark  of  the  disciples  may  suggest  to 
us,  that  it  is  natural,  and  not  wrong,  for  this  anxiety 
to  be  more  felt,  as  you  have  more  persons  to  provide 
for,  and  more  difficulty,  humanly  speaking,  in  see- 
ing your  way  beforehand  how  to  do  so.  From  whence 
can  a  man  satisfy  these  men^  so  great  a  multitude, 
with  necessary  food,  here  in  the  wilderness  ?  AU  men 
have  their  peculiar  trials,  and  the  trial  and  tempta- 
tion of  not  a  few  is,  having  many  to  feed,  and  but 
little  to  feed  them  with ;  such  a  prospect  as  met  the 
eye  of  the  disciples, — a  great  multitude  famishing, 
a  solitary  place  without  any  store  of  food  around 
them,  and  yet  an  understanding  that  they  were  called 
to  do  their  best  in  providing  for  them.  In  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  question  of  the  disciples  will  be,  and 
ought  to  be,  seriously  asked,  "Where  can  we  find 
bread  enough  for  these?"  The  question  must  and 
will  be  asked,  but  let  every  man  take  heed  to  him- 
self, that  he  asks  it  in  the  right  spirit. 

First  of  all,  it  must  not  be  asked  greedily.  It  is 
much  to  be  feared  that  many  persons,  in  the  daily 
complaints  they  make  of  large  families  and  bad  times, 
are  but  giving  vent  to  an  inordinate  anxiety  for  as 
much  of  this  world's  good  as  they  can  gather.  This 
is  almost  sure  to  be  the  case,  if,  when  times  were 
better,  they  were  too  eager  in  profiting  by  them ;  or 
if  they  spent  or  saved  what  they  had  by  other  rules 
than  those  of  the  Gospel.  However  true  the  com- 
plaints  of  such  persons  when  distress  and  perplexity 
arise,  they  cannot  expect  that  God  will  hear  them 
favourably,  unless  they  be  accompanied  with  sincere 
repentance  for  the  ill-use  they  had  made  of  His  fa- 
vours heretofore,  and  a  daily  endeavour  to  wean  their 
hearts  from  too  much  caring  about  such  things. 
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Secondly,  whatever  you  do,  take  care  that  your 
misgivings  about  your  own  maintenance  be  not  ac- 
companied with  envy  of  others,  to  whom  God  has 
given  better  times,  more  prosperity  in  this  world. 
It  is  strange  to  think,  indeed  it  may  be  reckoned 
one   of  the  worst  parts  of  our  natural   corruption, 
that  men  should  be  so  inclined  to  vex  themselves, 
not  merely  because  they  are  in   calamity,  but  be- 
cause their  neighbours  are  at  ease.     And  yet  in  re- 
spect of  wealth  and  poverty  nothing  in  the  world  is 
more  common.     Nor  do  I  believe,  unreasonable  as 
this  feeling  is,  that  reasoning  against  it  will  do  much 
good.      But   surely  there   is  in  every   one  of  us  a 
natural   sense  of  right  and  wrong,  which  tells  us, 
without   any  reasoning,  how   base   and  wretched  a 
thing  it  is  to  be  vexed  at  another  man's  good  for- 
tune,  when  it  makes  no  difference  to  you.    You  can- 
not well  think  on  the  matter  without  being  in  your 
heart  ashamed  of  it,  and  wishing  to  have  a  better 
mind.     That  better  mind  you  may  enjoy,  but  not 
by  your  own  efforts  only ;  you  may  be  delivered  for 
ever  from  the  torments  of  envy,  if  you  will  make 
diligent  use  of  the  grace  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  offered 
you  in  prayer  and  the  Blessed  Sacrament.     That  is 
the  way  for  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the  forlorn,  to 
think  without  pain   or  grudging  of  the  rich,  the 
healthful,  and  those  who  have  many  friends.     But 
as  long  as  people  take  no  pains  to  obtain  that  blessed 
aid,  as  long  as  they  are  careless  and  inattentive  in 
prayer,  and  despise  the  privilege  of  Communion  with 
Christ,  so  long,  if  they  are  poor,  sick,  and  friend- 
less, they  must  expect  to  be  envious,  grudging,  and 
miserable. 
Thirdly,  the  difficulty  of  providing  for  one's  own 
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is  perhaps  one  of  the  strongest  temptations  to  mur- 
mur against  Almighty  God,  as  if  one  were  denied 
something  unduly.  "  Why  have  I  so  many  to  care 
for,  if  I  be  not  allowed  a  greater  abundance  of  means 
for  taking  due  care  of  them  ?"  is  a  thought  too  easily 
admitted  and  encouraged  by  minds  which  are  not 
thoroughly  religious.  They  seem  to  complain  of  Al- 
mighty God  as  though  He  were  somehow  in  their 
debt,  and  having  brought  them  into  the  world,  were 
bound  to  maintain  them  in  ease  and  comfort.  Be- 
fore they  dare  indulge  such  a  thought,  they  ought, 
at  least,  to  be  very  certain  that  no  part  of  their  want 
and  anxiety  is  at  all  their  own  fault.  Have  they 
never  been  guilty  of  any  imprudence,  which  has  made 
them  poorer  than  they  might  have  been  ?  Have  all 
their  earnings  been  rightly  spent,  their  wMe  time 
laid  out  to  the  best  advantage?  Have  they  not,  of 
their  own  accord,  put  themselves  in  a  way  of  ex- 
pense for  which  they  had  made  no  provision  before- 
hand ?  These  questions  are  to  be  asked  not  by  way 
of  reproof  to  the  distressed,  but  simply  to  hinder 
them  from  charging  God  foolishly.  And  they  are 
also  to  be  put  in  mind  of  the  very  distinct  promises 
of  the  Almighty,  that  such  as  will  really  trust  in 
Him  shall  never  be  quite  bereft  nor  forsaken.  "What- 
ever present  appearances  may  be,  throw  yourselves 
on  God's  mercy  through  Christ,  never  claiming  any- 
thing as  a  debt,  but  thankfully  owning  all  as  an 
undeserved  favour,  and  all  will  turn  to  your  good  in 
the  end. 

The  last  error  now  to  be  mentioned,  an  error 
which  besets  many  persons,  too  well-principled  to 
be  greedy,  or  envious,  or  openly  to  murmur  against 
God,  is  giving  way  to  dejection  and  despondency, 
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and  allowing  your  spirits  altogether  to  fail,  for  losses 
and  cares  relating  to  your  worldly  maintenance. 
A  good  deal  of  what  one  would  wish  otherwise  in 
this  kind,  is  much  more  to  be  pitied  than  blamed. 
Men's  spirits  are  tender,  because  their  bodies  are 
weak,  and  their  hearts  affectionate;  and  the  sight 
or  thought  of  their  children's  wants,  still  more  than 
of  their  own,  fills  them  with  anguish  in  spite  of 
themselves.  I  do  not  say  that  they  are  blameable 
for  this,  but  I  do  say  that  those  who  struggle 
with  such  feelings,  and  keep  them  under,  by  prayer 
to  God,  and  through  faith  in  His  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
80  as  to  go  on  composedly  and  cheerfully,  doing  their 
best,  and  leaving  the  event  to  God, — such  persons 
have  as  great  reason  for  hope  and  comfort  as  any  in 
the  world.  The  kind  promises  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  seem  as  though  they  were  uttered  on  pur- 
pose for  them;  they  are  such  as  the  Psalmist  was 
thinking  of,  when  he  spoke  those  words  of  encourage- 
ment, /  have  been  young  and  now  am  old^  and  yet  saw 
I  never  the  righteous  forsaken^  nor  his  seed  begging  their 
bread.  Appearances  may  be  much  against  this ;  you 
may  have  long  to  wait,  and  your  trials  may  be  very 
sharp ;  but  fear  not,  with  a  faith  like  Abraham's,  to 
risk  all  upon  God's  fatherly  care,  and  you  are  as 
sure,  as  He  is  true,  of  present  support,  as  far  as  may 
be  needful,  and  final  relief,  entire  and  blessed,  be- 
yond all  that  you  could  ask  or  think. 

To  give  us  the  fuller  assurance  of  this,  and  warn 
us  the  more  thoroughly  against  those  faults  which 
most  easily  beset  men  in  difficulties  about  their 
maintenance,  against  greediness  and  envy  of  man, 
against  murmuring  and  despondency  towards  God, — 
our  Saviour  twice  fed  thousands  of  men  with  a  very 
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few  loaves  and  fishes, — the  smallest  quantities  of  the 
most  ordinary  food.  And  in  this  later  instance  par- 
ticularly,  He  seems  to  have  ordered  every  eircum- 
stance  so  as  to  teach  in  the  clearest  way  the  doctrine 
of  His  particular  Providence  over  those  who  are  most 
in  need.  For  being  asked,  as  in  the  text,  Whence 
eon  a  man  satisfy  these  men  with  bread  in  the  wilder- 
ness? He  gives  no  account  what  Hqoneans  to  do, 
makes  no  expostulation  with  them  in  words,  but 
simply  enquires  what  bread  they  had;  and  finding 
it  to  be  seven  loaves,  and  no  more,  commands  the 
people  to  sit  down  on  the  ground,  then  takes  the 
seven  loaves,  and  gives  thanks,  and  breaks  the  bread, 
and  gives  to  His  disciples  to  set  before  them.  And 
they  had  a  few  small  fishes^  and  He  blessed^  and  com- 
manded  to  set  them  also  before  them.  So  they  did  eatj 
and  were  filled ;  and  they  took  up  of  the  broken  meat 
thai  was  left  seven  baskets.  Is  not  this  very  like  the 
silent  course  of  His  divine  care,  when  people  trust 
in  Him  day  after  day;  and  day  after  day  He  pro- 
vides for  them,  often  in  ways  they  never  dreamed  of, 
and  helps  them  to  make  a  very  little,  thankfully 
taken  and  carefully  used,  go  much  farther  than  could 
have  been  expected. 

Observe  what  it  was  that  entitled  these  persons  to 
such  a  miraculous  and  gracious  supply.  Jesus  had 
compassion  on  them,  because  they  had  been  with  Him 
three  days,  and  had  nothing  to  eat.  Is  it  not  very 
natural,  here,  for  a  pious  mind  to  remark,  that  patient 
waiting  upon  Christ  our  Saviour,  practical  devotion 
and  piety  towards  Him,  are  sure  at  last  not  to  turn 
out  losers  ?  As  He  made  those  seven  loaves  serve  as 
a  meal  for  four  thousand  persons,  so  He  will  always 
provide  enough  for  those  who  will  trust  Him  soberly 
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and  in  earnest.  When  I  say  "  soberly,"  I  mean  with 
such  a  mind  as  will  make  men,  under  a  sense  of 
His  presence,  always  industrious,  punctual,  and  pru- 
dent ;  such  as  will  look  for  His  Fatherly  blessing  on 
a  man's  work,  not  on  his  idleness.  Such  persons 
(except  God  would  try  them  as  martyrs,  which,  if  He 
intend.  He  will  give  them  grace  to  bear  it),  such 
persons,  I  say,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  may  de- 
pend on  food  and  raiment  from  God,  by  virtue  of 
that  holy  promise,  Seek  ye  first^  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  His  righteousness^  and  all  these  things — meat, 
drink,  and  clothing — will  be  added  unto  you  over 
and  above. 

But  you  are  anxious  for  your  children  more  than 
for  yourself.  Well,  then,  you  are  more  especially 
invited  to  turn  your  thoughts  to  that  consolation, 
which  the  Saviour  and  Creator  of  the  world  has  left 
to  all  His  faithful  people,  in  what  He  has  said  of 
a  particular  providence.  Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for 
a  farthing  ?  and  one  of  them  shall  not  fall  on  the  ground 
without  your  Father  (that  is,  without  His  knowledge 
and  permission).  But  the  very  hairs  of  your  head 
are  all  numbered.  Fear  not^  therefore ;  ye  are  of  more 
value  than  many  sparrows.  Christian  parents  should 
recollect  this,  when  they  are  inclined  to  be  over- 
careful  about  their  children,  their  health,  their  main- 
tenance, or  anything  else.  He  who  numbers  the 
hairs  of  their  head,  who  watches  over  the  least  thing 
that  they  are  any  way  concerned  with.  He  will  surely 
not  forget  that  which  is  dearest  to  them  of  all,  the 
desire  of  their  souls,  their  sons  and  their  daughters. 
The  sparrows  fall  not  to  the  ground  without  Him, 
much  less  the  children  of  His  own  people,  received 
by  Him  to  holy  Baptism,  and  placed  in  His  arms  to 
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be  safely  kept,  before  they  could  know  it  them- 
selves. 

They  who  were  present  at  the  miraculous  feast  and 
saw  the  bread,  growing,  as  it  were,  under  the  hands 
of  our  Lord  and  His  Apostles,  could  not  doubt  of 
these  things,  supposing  they  had  any  consideration 
at  all.  Every  one  must  see  at  once,  that  to  question 
God's  Fatherly  care  and  providence,  to  murmur  at  the 
portion  assigned  by  Him,  to  be  envious  or  greedy, 
grudging  or  mistrustful,  still  more,  to  be  crafty  and 
dishonest,  under  pretence  of  wanting  bread,  would 
have  been  quite  inexcusable  in  any  of  them.  But  surely 
His  daily  and  yearly  care,  so  long  continued  over  us 
all,  will  leave  you  without  excuse,  if  you  fall  into  the 
like  sins.  For  He,  as  Jacob  beautifully  expressed  it,  is 
*  ^  the  God  before  whom  your  fathers  did  walk ;  the 
God  who  hath  fed  you  all  your  lives  long  unto  this 
hour."  Whether  you  have  had  much  or  little,  you 
have  had  enough  to  preserve  you  till  now,  and  pro- 
long your  chance  of  eternal  salvation,  a  chance  which, 
by  His  infinite  mercy,  you  may  make  a  certainty  if 
you  will.  As  long  as  you  have  hitherto  lived,  one 
day  has  been  telling  another,  and  one  night  certifying 
another,  of  this  His  Fatherly  care  over  you.  Light 
and  darkness,  summer  and  winter,  cold  and  heat, 
seed-time  and  harvest,  have  come  and  gone,  accord- 
ing to  His  promise.  After  all  this,  if  men  will  not 
depend  upon  Him,  if  they  will  give  way  to  worldly 
cares,  it  is  not  to  be  thought  that  seeing  a  miracle, 
or  a  thousand  miracles,  if  God  should  vouchsafe  them, 
would  cure  them  of  that  irreligious  temper. 

These  are  truths  which  it  nearly  concerns  all  who 
are  nourished  by  God's  mercy  to  have  always  before 
their  eyes.     But  for  us,  just  at  this  moment,  they 
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seem  to  be  peculiarly  seasonable.     A  man  who  is 
used  to  have  God  in  his  thoughts,  if  he  do  but  just 
lift  up  his  eyes  and  look  upon  the  fields  all  around 
him,  cannot  fail  to  see  there  a  sight  which  ought  to 
make  him,  as  long  as  he  lives,  ashamed  of  being 
greedy  or  mistrustful.     A  sight,  which  no  words  can 
80  fitly  describe  as  those  of  the  holy  Psalmist,  in 
what  may  be  called  his  harvest  hymn,  Tli&u  visitest 
the  earth  and  bkssest  it :  Thou  maJcest  it  very  plenteous. 
.  .  .  Thou  preparest  their  corn ^  for  so  Thou  providest  for 
the  earth.  .  .  .  Thou  waterest  her  furrows^  Thou  sendest 
rain  into  the  Utile  valleys  thereof.     Thou  makest  it  soft 
with  the  drops  of  rain^  and  blessest  the  increase  of  it. 
Thou  crownest  the  year  with  Thy  goodness^  and  Thy 
clouds  drop  fatness :  they  shall  drop  upon  the  dwellings 
of  the  wilderness^  and  the  little  hills  shall  rejoice  on  every 
side.  .  .  .  The  valleys  also  shall  stand  so  thick  with  corn 
that  they  shall  laugh  and  sing.    Can  any  one  deny  that 
these  verses  give  a  true  account  of  God^s  providential 
care  and  kindness,  as  it  is  shewn  at  this  moment,  to 
our  land  ?    Or  confessing  it,  can  he  doubt  the  urgent 
necessity  laid  on  us  all,  to  consider  without  loss  of 
time  how  we  may  best  shew  ourselves  not  altogether 
unworthy  (I  speak  as  a  man)  of  so  great  a  mercy  ? 
a  mercy  in  the  view  of  all  pious  minds  greatly  en- 
hanced at  this  particular  time  by  the  remembrance 
that  in  many  parts  of  the  country  a  sad  and  unusual 
distemper  prevails,  and  how  much  that  would  have 
been  aggravated  if  we  had  been  visited  with  scarcity 
besides,  it  is  frightful  even  merely  to  imagine.     And 
surely,  as  a  nation,  we  cannot  pretend  that  we  have 
any  merit  to  plead  before  God,  any  strong  reason  to 
give  why  famine  should  spare  us,  who  have  had  pesti- 
lence so  long  among  us,  as  plain  a  call  from  Almighty 
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God,  as  ever  nation  had,  to  repentanco ;  and  dare  we 
say  that  as  a  nation  we  have  repented  in  good  earnest  ? 
Dare  any  of  us  urge  anything,  but  God's  undeserved 
mercy  through  Christ,  as  a  ground  of  hope  against 
either  famine  or  any  other  of  His  fearful  judgments, 
both  in  this  world  and  in  the  world  to  come  ? 

To  that  mercy  have  recourse  now  in  the  Holy  Com- 
munion of  our  blessed  Saviour's  Body  and  Blood,  and 
ever  hereafter  in  serving  Him  affectionately,  what- 
ever present  appearances  may  be.  Then,  though  for 
a  little  while  He  seem  to  keep  you  waiting  in  the 
wilderness,  it  will  only  be  for  your  ampler  satisfaction 
and  more  perfect  happiness  at  last.  Persevere  and 
you  shall  one  day  understand  what  those  words  mean, 
/  am  the  Living  Bread  which  came  down  from  Iieaven. 
He  that  cometh  to  Me  shall  never  hunger^  and  lie  t/ust 
believeth  on  Me  shall  never  thirst. 


COLN, 

Aug,  5,  1832. 
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ROMANS  xii.  12. 
Continuing  instant  in  prayer ^ 


THAT  all  persons  believing  in  God  should  be  punc- 
tual and  regular  in  addressing  themselves  to  Him 
is  plain,  of  itself,  to  all  minds,  which  have  not,  some- 
how or  other,  been  perverted  contrary  to  their  own 
better  judgment ;  so  plain,  that  it  might  seem  won- 
derful how  any  should  deny,  dispute,  or  neglect  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  one  considers  what  a  power- 
ful mean  of  grace  and  well-doing  this  one  simple 
custom,  of  praying  always,  and  in  earnest,  would 
prove,  one  cannot  be  surprised  that  the  evil  spirit 
should  oppose  it  with  all  his  watchfulness  and  craft, 
and  put  before  us  every  kind  of  objection  that  pos- 
sibly can  be  devised  against  it.  One  of  his  most 
ordinary  contrivances  for  spoiling  and  hindering  our 
devotions  is,  what  I  took  some  notice  of,  when  re- 
commending punctuality  in  prayer  from  the  example 
of  that  holy  family  into  which  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
coming  down  among  us,  condescended  to  be  born. 
You  were  then  entreated  to  take  notice,  that  if  you 
would  resemble  Joseph  and  Mary,  you  will  come 
constantly  at  set  times  to  God's  appointed  service, 
not  fearing  what  some  affect  to  fear,  namely,  lest 
by  such  punctuality  your  devotion  be  made  luke- 
warm and  languid.  I  say  many  do  but  affect  to 
fear  this,  for  if  they  were  quite  in  earnest  about  it, 
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they  would  at  least  take  care,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  to  be  very  attentive,  very  fervent,  when  they 
do  think  fit  to  pray.  But  what  is  the  fact  ?  It  is 
too  plain  that  those  who  pray  least  regularly  have 
least  devotion  when  they  pray.  Their  own  expe- 
rience is  against  their  plea  every  month  and  week 
of  their  lives,  and  finding,  as  they  needs  must  find, 
very  little  benefit  from  their  devotions,  they  are  in 
great  and  increasing  danger  of  omitting  prayer  alto- 
gether.  They,  we  are  sure,  must  be  wrong,  let  who 
will  be  right.  But  leaving  for  the  present  these 
irregular  worshippers  to  settle  their  account  with 
their  God  as  they  may,  I  will  endeavour  to  shew 
in  what  way  men  may  abuse,  if  they  will,  the  very 
punctuality  of  their  devotions  into  a  mean  of  be- 
coming indevout ;  how  that  danger  may  be  certainly 
avoided,  and  what  is  the  best  way  of  proceeding 
when  men  feel  uneasy  about  it,  and  fear  they  are 
not  so  fervent  as  they  ought  to  be. 

Now,  although  irregularity  and  praying  seldom  is 
no  cure  for  coldness  in  prayer,  yet  no  doubt  it  must 
be  allowed  that  men  may  be  very  regular  and  very 
frequent  in  presenting  themselves  before  God,  and 
yet  be  never  the  nearer  to  Him.  Who  knows  not 
the  censure  passed  on  the  Pharisees  by  Him  who 
alone  might  so  judge  of  men?  for  He  knew  what 
was  in  man.  This  people  draweth  nigh  unto  Me  with 
their  lips,  hut  their  heart  is  far  from  Me.  Howheit^  in 
vain  do  they  worship  Me.  Too  surely  we  have  reason 
to  fear  that  so  it  is  in  a  great  many  cases.  How 
should  it  be  otherwise,  if  men  and  women  will  re- 
main all  their  lives  long  so  childish,  as  to  fancy,  or 
behave  as  if  they  fancied,  that  the  mere  attendance 
on  divine  service  wiU  act  on  them  like  a  sort  of 
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charm,  doing  them  good  they  know  not  how,  with- 
out their  taking  any  pains,  or  thinking  any.  more 
about  it  ?  It  is  still  worse,  if  they  think  of  their 
habitual  prayers,  whether  at  home  or  in  church, 
by  way  of  setting  them  against  their  sins ;  like  that 
proud  Pharisee,  who  thought  he  might  safely  despise 
the  Publican,  because  he  fasted  twice  in  the  week, 
and  gave  tithes  of  all  that  he  possessed. 

It  may  be  thus ;  too  often  it  is  so ;  but  it  cannot 
be  so  in  any  considerate  person.  It  is  quite  impos- 
sible, surely,  for  you  to  turn  your  mind,  seriously 
and  in  earnest,  to  the  God  of  heaven,  as  present 
with  you,  and  at  the  same  time  to  think  of  deceiving 
Him  by  any  such  compromise  as  this ;  that  you  will 
come  and  offer  your  worship  to  Him  in  His  house, 
perhaps  also  in  your  chamber  and  your  family,  pro- 
vided He  will  suffer  you,  in  other  respects,  to  forget 
and  disobey  Him  altogether. 

Consideration,  then,  is  the  one  thing  necessary  to 
keep  people  from  this  great  danger  of  turning  their 
prayers  into  sin;  Christian  consideration,  like  that 
of  the  Psalmist,  when  he  made  the  awful  acknow- 
ledgment. Thou  art  about  my  path,  and  about  my  bed, 
and  spiest  out  all  my  ways.  For  lo  !  there  is  not  a 
word  in  my  tongue,  but  Thou,  0  Lord,  knowest  it  alto* 
gether.  Whoever  will  let  these  verses  sink  deeply 
into  his  heart,  whoever  shall  use  himself  to  remem- 
ber them  in  earnest  when  on  his  knees  before  his 
God,  he  will  take  a  certain  way,  by  the  blessing  of 
God^s  Holy  Spirit,  to  make  his  life  agree  with  his 
prayers ;  at  least,  ho  will  not  be  easy  nor  self-satisfied 
so  long  as  the  one  contradicts  the  other. 

Now,  this  great  step  in  practical  religion,  punctual, 
attentive,  considerate  prayer,  is  for  the  most  part  in 
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men's  own  power ;  to  be  wanting  in  it  is  their  own 
blame.  I  do  not  say  it  is  their  own  fault,  not  always 
feeling  a  glow  of  devotion ;  nor  is  that  any  certain 
proof  of  their  wasting,  wilfully,  attention  or  thought. 
Prayer,  attentive  thoughtful  prayer,  is  a  thing  in- 
tended for  all  men  at  all  times;  but  what  people 
mean  by  a  glow  of  devotion,  that  is,  feeling  eager 
and  comfortable  at  the  moment,  is  often  impossible 
for  men  whose  spirits  are  low,  through  ill  health, 
or  other  providential  causes.  They  may  wish  to  feel 
e  arnest  and  fervent  in  spirit,  but  they  cannot  always 
command  themselves.  In  such  cases  the  wish  is 
taken  for  the  deed  by  Him  who  accepts  the  oflferings 
of  His  willing  servants  according  to  that  a  man  hath, 
and  not  accordiug  to  that  he  hath  not.  The  wish,  I 
say,  is  taken  for  the  deed,  when  a  man  tries  to  be 
earnest  in  prayer;  and  not  seldom,  as  I  shall  pre- 
sently endeavour  to  shew,  it  may  do  him  more  good 
than  the  deed. 

For  remember  what  the  purpose  is,  both  of  prayer 
and  of  every  devotional  exercise.  It  is  not  to  make 
men  comfortable  here,  but  to  make  them  safe  in 
a  better  world.  Now  it  is  certainly  much  better, 
with  regard  to  this  eternal  safety,  that  Christian 
men  should  all  their  lives  long  be  vexed  at  the  im- 
perfection of  their  own  prayers, — their  wandering 
and  inattention,  their  cold  and  dull  thoughts, — than 
as  if  they  always  arose  from  their  knees,  pleased  and 
satisfied  with  themselves,  and  persuaded  that  they 
are  favourites  of  God.  For  this  would  be  a  con- 
tinual temptation  to  pride,  they  would  be  inclined 
to  say  to  other  men,  in  whom  no  such  fervours  of  de- 
votion appeared,  Stand  off^  for  I  am  holier  than  thou. 
But  if  sometimes  in  their  very  prayers  they  find 
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themselves  weary,  perplexed,  and  rambling,  this  is 
a  plain  and  continual  remembrancer  of  their  own 
weak  and  frail  condition ;  they  are  bid  not  be  high^ 
minded^  hut  fear^  and  happy  is  the  man  that  fearefh 
always. 

The  expressions  of  Holy  Scripture  prove  that  the 
best  and  most  religious  men  must  look  occasionally 
for  such  trials.     The  Psalms  and  Prophets  are  full 
of  them ;  .but  a  sufficient  instance  at  present  may  be 
the  very  language  of  St.  Paul  in  the  text,  Continue^ 
says  the  Apostle,  instant  in  prayer  ;  words  which  cer- 
tainly forbid  inattention,  yet  no  less  certainly  point 
out  that  men  cannot  always  be  very  easily  masters 
of  themselves.     For  what  is  continuing  instant  in 
a  thing?    It  is   "persevering,   going  on  patiently, 
in  spite  of  difficulties  and  discouragements."     It  is 
not  language  that  would  ever  be  used  in  a  matter 
of  mere  ease  and  enjoyment.     But  because  St.  Paul 
well  knew  that  prayer  to  Him  who  is  invisible  can 
never  be  a  matter  of  mere  ease  and  enjoyment  to 
men  on  their  trial  in  an  imperfect  world,  because 
he  knew  there  would  always  be  temptations  dividing 
our  wishes  and  distracting  our  minds,  therefore  he 
has  laid  such  stress  on  our  being  patient^  enduring  in 
prayer.     He  would  have  you  pray  on,  even  while 
you  are  conscious  that  your  prayer  is  very  imperfe  ct, 
rather  than  leave  off  under  the  notion  that  such 
prayer  can  do  you  no  good.     He  would  make  every 
Christian  aware  that  Christian  devotion  in  this  world 
can  never,  at  its  very  best,  be  a  mere  exercise  of 
pleasurable  affection ;  it  must  always  be  also  a  real 
trial,  more  or  less  severe,  of  patience  and  courage. 
It  is  as  if  he  had  said  to  us  all.  You  must  make 
a  business  of  your  prayers,  you  must  attend  to  them 
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at  regular  seasons,  and  devote  so  much  time  to  them  ; 
you  must  make  a  rule  to  persist  in  them,  whether 
they  seem  comfortable  at  the  time  or  no;  and  you 
must  not  think  much  to  wait  long  for  the  blessing 
you  ask  for,  whether  earthly  or  spiritual. 

This  meaning  in  the  great  Apostle  is  made  yet 
more  evident  by  the  words  which  come  just  before. 
It  is  part,  he  says,  of  the  Christian  temper,  that 
men  should  be  ryoicing  in  hope^  patient  in  tribulation  ; 
and  then  comes  in  what  we  are  considering,  they 
should  persevere,  continue  instant,  in  prayer.  He 
supposes  that  we  are,  more  or  less,  in  trouble.  Our 
very  joy  is  the  joy  of  hope,  the  calm  and  thoughtful 
hope  and  expectation  of  coming  at  last,  by  God's 
mercy  through  Christ,  to  true  happiness  with  Him 
in  heaven.  This  supposes  that  men  are  not  where 
they  would  be,  they  languish  after  something  un- 
seen, something  too  blissful  to  be  yet  understood. 
The  next  words  imply  this, — they  suppose  men  in 
actual  trouble,  and  call  on  them  to  be  patient  in  tri- 
bulationj  patient,  that  is,  enduring,  constant,  relying 
on  God's  mercy  through  Christ,  for  ever  so  long  a 
course  of  time,  of  which  there  could  not  be  any  trial, 
if  presently,  on  offering  a  single  petition,  relief  came 
over  them  like  sunshine  from  heaven.  Nevertheless, 
the  next  words,  the  words  of  the  text,  clearly  shew 
that  prayer,  the  prayer  of  the  heart  and  mind,  is  the 
one  proper  and  appointed  remedy  both  for  outward 
and  inward  ills ;  the  one  proper  and  appointed  com- 
panion, both  in  comfort  and  in  sorrow.  Whether  you 
rejoice  in  hope,  or  are  patient  in  tribulation,  in  both 
conditions  you  have  equal  need  to  continue  always 
instant  in  prayer. 

Christian  hope  naturally  leads  you  to  pray,  be- 
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cause  prayer  is  the  regular  way  to  turn  hope  finally 
into  enjoyment.  Hope  being  in  its  nature  imper* 
feet,  prayer,  like  a  kind  of  soothing  music,  is  pro- 
vided to  solace  that  imperfection.  Hear  St.  Paul  in 
the  same  Epistle:  We  are  saved^  says  he,  by  hope; 
but  hope  which  is  seen^  is  not  hope;  for  what  a  man 
seethj  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for  ?  But  if  we  hope  for 
what  we  see  not^  then  do  we  with  patience  wait  for  it. 
Likewise  the  Spirit  also  helpeth  our  infirmities^  for  we 
know  not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we  ouyht ;  but 
the  Spirit  itself  maketh  intercession  for  us. 

So  much  for  the  use  of  Christian  prayer,  as  the 
expression  of  Christian  hope,  longing  to  depart  and 
to  be  with  Christ;  now  look  at  it  as  the  Christian 
remedy  for  sorrow,  and  see  how  it  helps  a  man,  not 
to  be  free  from  pain  or  grief,  (who  is  so,  here  on 
earth?)  but  to  continue  patient  under  it.  Prayer 
has  this  eflfect  in  two  ways.  First,  when  you  kneel 
before  God  and  try  to  lift  up  your  heart  to  Him, 
this  is  putting  yourself  into  that  presence,  before 
which  all  the  things  of  the  world,  and  among  them, 
of  course,  those  which  cause  your  sorrow,  are  as  less 
than  nothing,  and  vanity.  When  you  pray,  you 
hope  to  have  God  on  your  side;  and  if  God  be  for 
you,  who  can  be  against  you?  Like  the  Prophet's 
servant  in  the  Book  of  Kings,  you  have  your  eyes, 
as  it  were,  opened,  and  see  that  those  who  are  for 
you,  (you  truly  repenting  of  your  sins,)  are  many 
more,  infinitely  more,  than  those  who  are  against 
you,  in  earth  or  in  hell.  This  is  the  natural  effect  of 
prayer,  seriously  undertaken  with  a  believing  heart. 

But  prayer  has  also,  by  God's  covenant  of  mercy, 
a  spiritual  and  supernatural  blessing.  It  draws  down, 
as  it  were,  to  your  aid  Him  who  proceedeth  from  the 
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Father  and  the  Son, — the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  and  of 
Christ,  the  Comforter  and  Guide  of  believing  souls. 
This  is  matter  of  express  promise.     If  ye^  beitig  evilj 
know  how   to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children^  liow 
much  more  shall  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  give 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  Him.     And,  again. 
If  any  man  lack  wisdom^  that  is,  God's  Holy  Spirit, 
let  that   man  ask  of  God^  who  giveth  unto  all  men 
liberally^  and  upbraideth  noty  and  it  shall  be  given  him. 
As  long  as  these  words  stand   in  the  Bible,  what 
matters  it  to  a  faithful  man  his  not  feeling,  at  the 
very  moment,  those  sensible  influences  and  comforts 
which  may  perhaps  be  wished  for,  but  must  not  be 
depended   on   as   tokens  of  the   grace   of  the  Holy 
Spirit?    What  matters  his  not  understanding  how? 
The  fact  itself  is  plain  to  him,  because  the  word  of 
God  tells  him  that  some  way  or  another  he  shall  be 
the  better  for  every  sincere  and  well-meant  petition. 
Indeed,  the  very  words  of  the  precept  which  point 
out  prayer  as  so  sure  a  remedy,  point  out  also,  as  I 
said  before,  that  it  is  not  always,  nor  for  the  most 
part,  an  immediate  remedy  for  the  evils  of  life.     If  it 
were,  there  would  be  little  or  no  need  of  bidding 
men  to  continue  instant,  to  persevere,  not  to  faint, 
in  prayer.     But  other  Scriptures  tell  us  plainly  how 
such  delay  makes  the  mercy  greater.     Thus  to  St. 
Paul,  begging  earnestly  that  the  thorn  in  his  flesh, 
the  calamity  sent  to  keep  him  humble,  might  be  re- 
moved, if  such  were  God's  will;  it  was  answered. 
My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee^  for  my  strength  is  made 
perfect  in  weakness.     He  would  do  God's  work  better, 
and  obtain  at  last  a  higher  reward,  by  labouring  on 
in  spite  of  his  disease,  than  if  his  prayer  had  been 
exactly  answered,  and  the  disease  at  once  removed. 
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And  it  is  just  the  same  in  all  other  cases,  when  God 
seems  to  defer  hearing  a  sincere  man's  fervent  prayer. 
The  longer  the  trial  continues  to  be  borne  after  a 
patient  and  Christian  manner,  the  ampler  will  be  the 
prize  obtained  at  last. 

Now,  these  general  reasons,  which  apply  in  all 
cases  of  evil  and  calamity,  to  account  for  God's  de- 
laying relief,  apply  also  to  the  particular  calamity 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  sermon ;  a  calamity 
which  has  greatly  distressed  many  good  Christians 
in  aU  ages,  I  mean  wandering  thoughts  and  coldness 
in  prayer  arising  from  no  fault  of  theirs,  "but  from 
bodily  infirmity,*  unavoidable  weakness.  Some  peo- 
ple charge  this  upon  set  forms,  and  punctual  hours ; 
they  say  it  is  vain  to  give  rules  to  devotion.  They 
make  it  all  a  question  of  feeling  or  fancy.  It  is  plain 
they  are  quite  wrong.  It  is  not  punctuality,  nor 
having  set  hours,  which  makes  men,  against  their 
will,  occasionally  cold  and  absent  in  prayer;  but 
it  is  the  infirm  nature  of  man,  loft  as  it  is  for 
a  while  by  God's  providence,  to  be  tried  and  gra- 
dually prepared  for  heaven  by  the  help  of  His  spe- 
cial grace. 

Those,  then,  who  are  conscious  to  themselves  of 
being  languid  and  weary  in  their  prayers,  let  them 
not  lay  the  blame  upon  the  Church,  nor  upon  the 
good  rules  they  are  called  on  to  observe,  but  lot 
them,  first  of  all,  consider  whether  there  be  not 
something  in  their  conduct,  some  wrong  passion  or 
habit  which  indisposes  them  to  think  of  God,  and 
makes  them  uneasy  at  being  in  His  presence.  When 
by  His  gi'ace  they  are  quite  sincere  in  trying  to  cure 
everything  of  that  sort,  what  remains  of  coldness 
and  wandering,  from  bad  habit,  or  bodily  infirmity, 
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must  be  borne  patiently,  like  a  disease,  and,  if  possi- 
ble, gradoallj  amended.  To  make  sneh  a  thing  an 
excQse  for  religions  restlessness,  to  heap  to  oneself 
teachers  at  will,  and  to  mn  abont  from  church  to 
church  in  quest  of  what  is  most  edifying ;  this,  if  I 
do  not  mistake  the  Scriptures,  is  a  remedy  almost 
worse  than  the  disease. 

What  has  been  said  of  the  Church  prayers,  and  of 
prayer  in  one's  chamber  at  home,  applies  also  to 
family  prayer ;  in  that,  no  doubt,  as  well  as  in  the 
others,  St.  Paul,  or  rather  the  Holy  Ghost  speaking 
by  him,  would  have  men  continue  stedfast  and  atten- 
tive. I  take  it  for  granted  that  all  Christian  house- 
holds, where  there  is  not  some  especial  reason  to  the 
contrary,  do  thus  assemble  to  acknowledge  Him  on 
whom  all  their  peace  and  comfort  depends.  But  I 
fear  some  leave  off  too  soon,  and  some  never  begin 
at  all,  for  want  of  seeing  immediate  reformation,  pre  - 
sent  good  effects,  from  such  a  practice,  where  they 
have  had  occasion  to  observe  it.  I  would  eamestlv 
entreat  them  to  consider,  that  if  they  d6  not  see 
what  good  comes,  neither  do  they  see  what  mischief 
is  stopped;  what  silent  scruples  arise  in  people's 
minds;  and  how  much  worse  they  would  be,  if  they 
were  not  thus  from  time  to  time  reminded  of  their 
Father  and  Master  in  heaven. 

Besides,  though  men  were  not  at  all  the  better, 
no  doubt  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  household  as  well 
as  church  devotion  should  be  continued  as  a  witness 
against  them,  so  that  if  they  will  be  lost,  it  may  be 
palpably  their  own  doing,  and  not  theirs  who  were 
trusted  with  their  souls. 

There  is  a  call  then  upon  aU  Christians  who  have 
any  portion  of  that  awful  trust, — all  parents,  teachers. 
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and  masters,  to  continue  instant  in  each  kind  of 
prayer,  in  company  as  well  as  alone,  in  their  house- 
hold as  well  as  in  church.  They  are  called  on  to 
persevere  with  a  holy  obstinacy  in  rendering  this 
plain  duty  to  their  God,  utterly  disregarding  the 
foolish  scorn  with  which  some  men  always  treat 
whatever  good  custom  they  are  not  used  to. 

God  is  not  ashamed,  nor  weary,  of  waiting  to  do 
you  good ;  why  should  you  feel  shame  or  weariness 
in  any  way  of  waiting  on  Him,  which  reason  and  His 
holy  Word  recommend  ? 

COLN, 

Nov.  23,  1833. 
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2  ST.  JOHN  9—11. 

"  He  that  abideth  in  the  doctrine  of  Christy  he  hath  both 
the  Father  and  the  Son,  If  there  come  any  man  unto  you  and 
bring  not  this  doctrine^  receive  him  not  into  your  house,  net- 
iher  bid  him  Ood  speed :  For  he  that  biddeth  him  God  speed 
is  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds," 

AS  the  memory  of  the  first  martyr,  St.  Stephen,  gave 
us  occasion  yesterday  to  consider  how  the  early 
Christians  honoured  Christ  in  His  martyrs,  so  the 
memory  of  the  great  Apostle  St.  John  naturally  leads 
us  to  reflect  to-day  how  those  our  first  fathers  in  the 
faith  were  accustomed  to  deal  with  heretical  persons, 
wilful  corrupters  of  Christian  doctrine.  For  the  love 
of  our  Saviour,  where  it  is  genuine,  will  naturally 
shew  itself  in  both  ways,  by  honouring  His  friends, 
and  by  discountenancing  and  shrinking  from  His 
enemies.  St.  John,  therefore,  the  beloved  and  affec- 
tionate disciple,  the  chosen  friend  of  Jesus  Christ, 
who  sat  next  Him,  and  leaned  on  His  bosom,  Ho 
might  be  expected  to  shew  especial  zeal  against  all 
who,  pretending  to  be  Christians,  did  by  their  false 
doctrine  dishonour  his  Master's  Kame.  And  it  so 
happened,  that  the  providence  of  God  threw  St.  John 
more  than  any  of  the  Apostles  in  the  way  of  corrupt 
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and  heretical  teachers.  For  he  lived  long  after  the 
rest,  some  say  to  he  one  hundred  years  old,  and  saw 
the  beginnings  of  great  corruption  in  the  Church,  as 
he  himself  testifies  in  one  of  his  Epistles,  As  ye  have 
lieard  that  Antichrist  shall  come^  even  so  now  are  there 
many  Antichrists:  that  is,  many  false  prophets,  many 
heretics,  assuming  the  name  of  Christians  indeed,  but 
really  denying  the  Father  and  the  Son.  It  is  clear, 
by  St.  John's  writings,  how  much  trouble  and  anxiety 
of  mind  this  sort  of  people  continually  gave  him,  so 
that  although  he  were  preserved  from  martyrdom, 
and  that,  as  some  say,  by  miracle,  (for  it  is  said 
that  by  command  of  a  cruel  emperor  he  was  cast 
into  boiling  oil,  and  was  delivered  without  suffer- 
ing hurt,)  yet  we  may  well  believe  he  suffered  more 
in  mind  from  the  reproach  and  dishonour  which  he 
saw  the  heretics  daily  casting  on  Christ  and  His 
Church,  we  may  well  believe  this  was  harder  to 
St.  John  to  bear,  than  many  martyrdoms  would  have 
been. 

Even  this  short  letter  of  thirteen  verses  is  enough 
to  shew  how  grieved  and  alarmed  he  was  at  the  false 
doctrine  and  irregular  proceedings  of  too  many  in 
that  time,  against  which,  of  all  the  Apostles,  he  alone 
was  living  to  contend.  He  is  writing  to  a  certain 
honourable  matron,  whom  he  calls  the  elect  lady, 
with  her  children,  earnestly  pressing  her  that  if  she 
desired  to  shew  her  Christian  love  for  her  Saviour 
and  His  Church,  she  should  do  so  by  walking  in 
His  commandment.  And  what  does  he  say  was 
**  the  great  commandment,"  the  command  which  that 
lady  was  especially  concerned  to  keep,  and  especially 
tempted  to  break?  It  was  this,  to  keep  the  old 
Catholic  faith;  This^  says  the  Apostle,  is  the  com- 
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mandmenty  That^  as  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning^ 
ye  should  walk  in  it 

By  the  earnestness  of  his  manner  one  may  conjec- 
ture that  the  person  he  was  writing  to  was  in  some 
great  danger  of  forsaking  the  true  faith.  Perhaps 
those  false  teachers^  of  whom  St.  Paul  says,  that  it 
was  always  one  of  their  arts  to  "  creep  into  houses 
and  lead  captive  simple  women ;"  perhaps  they  were 
likely  to  beset  her.  However  in  that  verse,  it  is 
certain,  the  Apostle  warns  her  in  the  most  serious 
and  anxious  tone  against  the  seducers  which  were 
abroad.  There  are^  says  St.  John,  many  deceivers  gone 
abroad  into  the  worlds  who  con/ess  not  Jesus  Christ  come 
in  the  flesh.  That  is,  they  deny  the  true  doctrine  of  two 
natures  in  our  Lord  and  Saviour;  they  will  not  let 
you  trust  in  God  the  Son,  made  man,  and  dying  for 
us  all.  When  you  see  or  hear  such,  says  the  Apo- 
stle, know  him  for  a  deceiver  and  an  Antichrist.  He 
may  call  himself  evangelical,  but  he  is  just  one  of 
the  false  Christs,  of  whom  our  Saviour  warned  us 
so  long  ago. 

And  since  there  are  many  such,  and  our  corrupt 
nature  is  too  ready  to  lend  an  ear  to  them.  Look  to 
yourselves^  that  we  your  teachers,  lose  not  the  things 
which  we  have  begun  in  preaching  the  Gospel  to  you, 
but  that  we  receive  a  full  reward  through  your  per- 
severance. And  take  this  for  a  certain  rule,  by 
which  you  may  know  sound  Christian  teaching 
from  unsound.  Whosoever  transgressethy  and  abideth 
not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christy  hath  not  God.  He  that 
abideth  in  the  doctrine  of  Christy  he  hath  both  the  Fa^ 
ther  and  the  Son.  He  who  keeps  to  the  right  faith, 
both  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  with  him  in  his 
teaching. 
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So  far  is  plain ;  now  hear  how  St.  John  proceeds : 
If  any  man  come  unto  you  professing  to  teach  in  the 
Name  of  Christ,  and  bring  not  this  doctrine  with  him 
— if  what  he  teaches  do  not  agree  with  the  doctrine 
of  God  made  Man  in  Christ  Jesus,  receive  not  such 
a  teacher  into  your  house^  do  not  exercise  that  hos- 
pitality towards  him,  which  devout  and  rich  women 
were  accustomed  to  exercise  towards  God's  messengers 
coming  to  them  from  a  distance.  Treat  them  not  as 
Lydia  treated  St.  Paul,  because  they  are  in  fact  most 
opposite  to  St.  Paul.  Eeceive  not  such  an  one  into  your 
house,  and  what  is  more,  do  not  even  bid  him  God 
speed.  If  you  shew  him  the  ordinary  kindnesses 
which  one  man  shews  to  another,  yet  make  some 
difference  in  your  manner  of  doing  so,  that  he  and 
others  may  thoroughly  understand  how  far  you  are 
from  approving  of  his  conduct.  Separate  yourselves 
from  him,  as  from  a  person  infected.  For  he  that 
biddeth  him  God  speedy  he  that  makes  no  difference  in 
his  behaviour  towards  an  heretical  person,  is  a  par- 
taker of  his  evil  deeds. 

Whether  therefore  you  look  to  yourself,  or  to  the 
other  person,  or  to  your  brethren  and  the  Church  in 
general,  it  is  your  duty  to  keep  at  a  distance  from 
heretics  and  disturbers  of  the  Church.  As  to  your- 
self, you  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  ill  effect  of  bad 
company.  You  cannot  but  know  that  evil  commu- 
nications are  sure  in  the  end  to  corrupt  good  man- 
ners. At  present,  it  may  be,  you  feel  strong  in  the 
faith,  as  if  nothing  could  ever  tempt  you  to  forsake 
the  Church.  Such  a  feeling  may  be  presumptuous, 
and  if  it  lead  you  to  trust  yourself  in  company  or  to 
go  into  meetings  where  the  faith  and  the  Church  are 
ill  spoken  of,  you  may  be  quite  sure  this  is  no  better 
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than  presumption,  and  will  most  likely  end  in  lead- 
ing you  into  error,  if  it  do  not  perplex  and  unsettle 
you  altogether. 

Then  again,  with  respect  to  the  other  party,  the 
heretic  whom  you  are  tempted  to  receive  and  listen 
to,  true  charity  will  teach  you  to  rebuke  him,  and 
warn  him,  as  you  may,  of  his  peril;  and  how  can 
you  do  that  so  effectually  as  by  following  St.  John's 
advice,  treating  him  as  one  with  whom  you  are  afraid 
to  be  familiar,  mildly  and  kindly,  but  with  a  sort  of 
grave  reserve.  Surely  this,  if  anything,  would  make 
those  unhappy  men  consider,  who  by  one  error  or 
another  are  kept  in  enmity  Jo  the  faith,  the  Sacra- 
ments,  or  the  Church  of  Christ;  I  say,  if  all  good 
Churchmen  would  agree  to  shew  by  their  behaviour 
towards  them,  that  they  are  greatly  afraid  of  par- 
taking of  their  evil  deeds.  As  it  is,  nobody  knows 
how  many  of  their  souls  may  be  lost  by  the  false 
charity  of  those  who  know  better,  and  yet  encourage 
them  in  their  heresy  for  fear  of  being  called  harsh 
and  bigoted. 

Thirdly,  for  the  sake  of  all  our  brethren,  we  are 
bound  to  keep  ourselves  at  a  distance  from  such  as 
bring  false  doctrine,  else  what  can  the  lookers-on 
think,  but  that  we  see  no  great  harm  in  it,  and  so 
we  may  have  a  hand  in  destroying,  not  the  false 
teacher  only  whom  we  encourage,  but  those  also  who 
may  follow  him  the  more  readily,  because  they  see 
us  doing  so,  both  they  and  he  being  in  the  number  of 
those  for  whom  Christ  died ;  and  will  He  not  require 
their  blood  at  our  hands  ? 

For  these  reasons  St.  John  and  the  other  Apostles 
taught  the  whole  Church  from  the  beginning  to  set 
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a  mark  on  corrupters  of  the  faith,  on  such  as  caused 
divisions  and  offences,  and  very  carefully  to  avoid 
them.  And  of  St.  John  in  particular  one  or  two  cir- 
cumstances are  recorded,  which  shew  how  exact  he 
was  in  keeping  himself  from  intercourse  with  heretics. 
Especially  that  once  in  the  city  of  Ephesus,  when  he 
was  going  to  bathe,  he  saw  in  the  bath  one  Cerin- 
thuSy  a  ring-leader  among  the  presumptuous  false 
teachers  of  that  time ;  at  sight  of  him  St.  John  sprang 
out  of  the  place,  not  waiting  till  he  had  bathed, 
"  For,"  said  he,  "  we  had  need  make  haste  to  escape, 
lest  the  very  roof  fall  on  our  heads,  where  Cerinthus 
is,  the  enemy  of  the  truth."  And  St.  John's  disciple 
and  friend,  the  blessed  Poly  carp,  used  a  like  way  of 
warning,  when  meeting  with  a  noted  blasphemer 
called  Marcion,  and  being  asked  by  him  whether  he 
knew  him ;  "  I  know  thee,"  he  answered,  "  the  first- 
bom  of  Satan."  When  persons  overflowing  with 
love  and  charity,  such  as  St.  John  and  St.  Polycarp 
were,  uttered  such  words  as  these,  what  else  can  we 
understand  but  that  it  is  a  part  of  true  love  and  cha- 
rity to  shew  the  enemies  of  the  Church  that  we  dare 
not  associate  with  them,  and  that  we  can  hardly  find 
words  to  express  to  them  and  others  the  greatness  of 
the  danger  we  know  them  to  be  in  ? 

I  will  mention  one  other  instance,  that  of  a  great 
saint,  St.  Augustine,  in  which  there  can  be  no  mis- 
take, since  he  relates  it  of  himself.  St.  Augustine  in 
his  youth  got  entangled  in  the  snares  of  a  very  deadly 
heresy,  to  the  unspeakable  grief  of  his  mother,  who 
was  one  of  the  best  and  devoutest  of  Christian 
women.  The  consequence  was,  that  although  no 
mother  could  be  more  affectionate  than  she  was,  yet 
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as  long  as  her  son  persisted  in  that  wicked  error  she 
refused  to  eat  at  the  same  table  with  him,  though 
they  lived  in  the  same  house,  such  a  horror  and  de- 
testation did  she  feel  for  the  falsehood  and  blasphemy 
to  which  he  had  given  himself  up.  By  this  course, 
and  her  most  earnest  and  unwearied  prayer,  she  ob- 
tained in  time  that  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  that 
her  son  became  not  only  a  sound  and  sincere  Chris- 
tian, but  also  one  of  the  brightest  lights  that  ever 
shone  in  the  Christian  Church.  Such  a  blessing  may 
they  hope  for,  who  do  violence  to  their  natural  feel- 
ings of  indulgence,  in  order  to  give  those  who  are 
dear  to  them  effectual  warning  of  their  sin  and  danger. 
But  how,  it  may  be  asked,  are  people  to  know  which 
are  heretics  and  which  are  not  ?  How  is  an  ordinary 
Christian  to  determine  when  a  man's  errors  go  so 
far  as  to  contradict  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  make 
it  sinful  to  receive  that  man,  or  to  bid  him  God 
speed  ? 

This  is  one  of  the  points  in  which  we  must  confess 
(to  our  shame  and  sorrow  be  it  spoken)  that  the 
Church  of  our  days,  even  when  purest  and  best- 
ordered,  falls  very  far  indeed  short  of  the  Church  in 
the  Apostles'  days.  For  then  there  was  a  fixed  dis- 
cipline, established  all  the  Church  over,  by  which  it 
was  hardly  possible  for  an  heretical  teacher  to  escape 
without  detection. 

Our  foundation  indeed  was  the  same  as  theirs, 
namely,  the  rules  of  Holy  Scripture,  which,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  are  plain  enough  to  considerate 
persons,  and  persons  who  have  leisure  to  examine, 
especially  those  which  St.  John  has  left,  both  in  his 
Gospel,  his  Epistles,  and  in  the  earlier  part  of  his 
book  of  Kevelation.  By  observing  St.  John's  and  other 
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Scripture  rules,  I  repeat,  a  considerate,  sincere  person, 
with  sufficient  leisure,  might  perhaps  make  out  for 
himself  what  errors  destroy  the  faith,  and  what  are 
more  pardonable.  But  all  men  are  not  considerate, 
and  very  many  have  no  leisure.  Therefore  our  conde- 
scending Saviour  from  the  beginning  appointed  that 
the  bishops  of  His  Church,  the  successors  of  the  holy 
Apostles,  should  judge  whatever  was  taught  in  the 
Church  by  the  rules  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  should 
have  authority  to  interfere,  setting  their  mark  on 
heretical  doctrine,  and  silencing  those  who  presumed 
to  teach  it.  In  short,  the  rule  of  St.  Paul  was  ob- 
served, which  rule  was  sent  to  Titus,  one  of  the  first 
Christian  bishops,  *^A  man  that  is  an  heretic  after 
the  first  and  second  admonition  reject;"  that  is, 
decline  having  anything  to  do  with  him,  separate 
him  from  your  own  communion,  and  from  the  com- 
munion of  the  Church.  In  one  word,  excommunU 
caU  him. 

This  was  St.  Paul's  statute,  and  it  was  regularly 
enforced  by  the  bishops  of  the  early  Church.  But  of 
this  matter  of  excommunication  more  may  be  said  on 
some  other  Saint's  day.  I  only  mention  it  now  just 
to  shew  how  plain  it  must  have  been  even  to  the 
simplest  Christian,  which  were  heretics  and  which 
were  not,  as  long  as  the  discipline  of  excommunica- 
tion lasted.  For  when  a  person  was  so  cut  oflf  from 
the  communion  of  the  faithful,  the  bishop  who  cut 
him  off  was  bound  to  make  known  the  matter  to  his 
brother  bishops,  far  and  near.  So  that  a  man  marked 
as  a  heretic  in  one  Church,  was  quickly  known  to  be 
such  in  all  the  Churches  of  the  world.  And  all  loyal 
believers  in  Christ  Jesus  knew  at  once  that  they  were 
to  be  shy  of  that  man,  and  to  treat  him,  according 
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to  our  Saviour's  rule,   "as  an  heathen  man  and  a 
publican." 

In  our  days,  unhappily,  neither  heretics  nor  any 
other  sinners  are  so  denounced  by  the  Church,  the 
reason  of  which  I  shall  no  further  touch  on  just  now, 
than  to  say,  what  may  truly  be  said  of  the  honouring 
of  martyrs,  and  of  almost  all  points  in  which  we  are 
decayed, — that  the  Bishop  of  Eome  has  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  it.  For  by  the  abuses  which  he  encou- 
raged in  excommunication  he  brought  things  to  such 
a  pass,  that  people  were  afraid  to  trust  any  bishop 
with  the  power  of  excommunicating  as  before.  For 
the  amendment  of  which  great  evil  the  Church  of 
England  prays  yearly  in  the  Commination  Service, 
and  some  of  the  best  of  her  children  have  been  used 
to  pray  daily  in  their  ordinary  devotions.  Good 
Bishop  Wilson  made  it  always  a  regular  petition  in 
his  evening  prayers,  that  godly  discipline  might  be 
restored  and  countenanced.  If  all  sincere  Christians 
would  offer  the  same  petition,  who  knows  but  the 
merciful  God  might  hear  it,  and  pity  His  decayed 
Church  for  His  Son's  sake. 

In  the  meantime,  till  we  have  that  help,  our  duty 
is  to  walk  the  more  humbly  and  warily,  beseeching 
the  Almighty  God  of  His  mercy  not  to  let  us  fall  into 
any  grievous  error,  nor  to  communicate  with  any 
heretical  or  disorderly  teachers ;  never  forsaking  the 
Church,  the  Sacraments,  nor  the  Prayer-book;  sub- 
mitting to  those  bishops  and  pastors  whom  His  Pro- 
vidence sets  over  us,  and  in  everything,  to  the  best 
of  our  power,  asking  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the 
good  way,  and  walking  in  it,  for  there  only  shall  we 
ever  find  true  rest  to  our  souls.  And  not  only  never 
forsaking  them,  but  never  enduring  to  hoar  or  sec 
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them  treated  with  any  kind  of  profaneness  or  irreve- 
rence. For  the  Church,  the  bishops  and  clergy,  the 
Sacraments  and  the  prayers,  are  the  safeguards  ap- 
pointed from  the  beginning  by  God's  providence  to 
guard  us  against  new  and  false  doctrine.  With  them 
He  has  promised  to  be  by  His  Spirit,  even  to  the  end 
of  the  world ;  with  them  whosoever  abides,  I  suppose 
that  man  is  safe,  at  least  against  deadly  error  and 
what  is  called  heresy,  safe  from  those  worst  corrup- 
tions which  destroy  the  very  foundations  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith.  But  if  we  separate  from  the  Church,  we 
have  no  security  whatever  that  God  will  help  us  to 
interpret  the  Bible  rightly  even  in  the  principal 
things.  We  are  like  a  ship  that  has  lost  her  anchor, 
apt  to  be  driven  this  way  and  that,  at  the  mercy  of 
every  wind  and  tide,  wherever  our  own  unstable 
judgment,  or  the  fashion  of  the  day,  which  is  other 
men's  judgment,  may  carry  us.  When  we  part  from 
the  Church  and  the  Prayer-book,  we  shall  be  in 
schism,  that  is,  cut  off  from  that  body  with  which 
Christ  has  promised  to  be,  and  then  we  are  too  likely 
to  part  next  from  the  Creed,  in  which  case  we  shall 
be  in  heresy  also,  falling  away  from  the  faith  which 
was  once  for  all  delivered  to  the  saints.  We  must 
therefore  keep  close  to  the  Church  and  Prayer-book, 
for  the  Creed's  sake,  and  for  Christ's  sake ;  and  in 
order  to  have  the  full  blessing  of  abiding  by  them,  wo 
must  take  care  to  treat  them  always  with  the  deepest 
reverence.  We  must  never  willingly  keep  company 
with  those  who  speak  disrespectfully  of  such  holy 
things;  we  must  watch  our  lips  that  we  speak  not 
hastily  of  them  ourselves;  we  must  shew  our  value 
for  holy  Church  ordinances  by  very  constant  and 
obedient  attendance  on  them,  so  far  as  our  power  will 
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allow,  and  by  a  behaviour  full  of  deep  reverence  and 
awe  when  we  are  in  holy  places,  or  engaged  in  any 
holy  services;  we  must  kneel  at  prayers,  stand  at 
Psalms,  listen,  and  consider,  and  practise  what  we 
hear  out  of  God^s  Word ;  we  must  behave  as  those 
who  dare  not  trifle  with  the  Almighty. 

COLN, 

Si.  John,  1834. 


SEEMON  xxvni. 


GENESIS  xviii.  17—19. 

"  And  the  Lord  said,  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  that  thing 
which  I  do  ?  seeing  that  Abraham  shall  surely  become  a  great 
and  mighty  nation,  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  shall  be 
blessed  in  him :  for  I  know  him,  that  he  will  command  his 
children  and  his  household  after  him,  and  they  shall  keep  the 
way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  justice  and  judgment ;  that  the  Lord 
may  bring  upon  Abraham  that  which  He  hath  spoken  of  him. 


}» 


'PHEEE  is  something  very  remarkable  in  the  choice 
of  this  chapter  for  one  of  the  Lessons  on  Trinity 
Sunday.  The  Church  by  so  fixing  on  it  clearly  directs 
our  attention  that  way,  as  to  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able manifestations  of  the  Almighty  God  to  be  found 
in  the  Old  Testament.  And  it  is  plain  from  the  whole 
tone  of  the  chapter,  that  one  of  the  three  men  who 
appeared  to  Abraham  was  no  less  than  a  divine  per- 
son ;  it  was  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  no  doubt,  the 
blessed  Son  of  God  Himself,  He  by  whom  the  whole 
order  of  the  Old  as  well  as  the  New  Testament  was 
carried  on  from  the  beginning.     He,  with  two  of  His 
holy  angels, — so  the  text  seems  to  tell  us,  and  so  the 
Church  has  generally  believed, — He  appeared  to  the 
father  of  the  faithful,  first,  to  confirm  the  promises 
before  made  to  him,  and  then  to  intimate  the  ap- 
proaching destruction  of  Sodom.     Such  was  the  con- 
siderate care  of  Him  who  condescended  to  call  Abra- 
ham His  friend ;  He  prepared  him,  by  fresh  assurances 
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of  His  favour,  for  the  terrible  vengeance  which  he 
was  presently  to  see  with  his  eyes.  And  perhaps,  as 
the  first  Lesson  in  the  morning  presented  to  us  a  view 
of  the  world  in  which  we  live,  such  as  it  came  first  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Most  High  Creator,  pure,  without 
spot  or  blemish,  when  God  saw  all  that  He  had  made, 
and  behold  it  was  very  good;  so  this  first  evening 
Lesson  answers  to  that  of  the  morning  by  represent- 
ing to  us  the  same  world,  now  utterly  fallen,  corrupt 
and  condemned,  under  the  image  of  Sodom  and  the 
cities  of  the  plain,  when  their  cry  was  gone  up  to 
God's  throne,  and  their  sin  was  so  very  grievous  that 
it  forced  Him,  as  it  were,  down  from  heaven  to  ex- 
ecute on  them  the  judgment  of  eternal  fire.  The  two 
Lessons  shew  us  in  brief  the  beginning  and  the  end  of 
this  world.  The  character  and  blessing  of  Abraham 
shews  us  the  only  way  of  passing  safely  through  this 
world  to  a  better.  Taken  both  together,  the  two 
chapters  offer  no  doubtful  or  indistinct  image  of  the 
glorious  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ;  man's  happy  begin- 
ning, his  fatal  fall,  his  chance  of  recovery  by  faith 
like  that  of  Abraham,  and  his  final  ruin  and  con- 
demnation if  found  impenitent. 

Now  then  observe  how  it  came  to  pass  that  the 
glorious  vision  on  its  way  to  destroy  Sodom  called,  as 
it  were,  on  Abraham's  tent,  and  communicated  to 
him  what  was  about  to  be  done.  Abraham's  family 
Was  at  that  time  the  Church  of  God  in  the  world. 
He  had  been  called  from  his  own  country,  from  the 
midst  of  idolaters,  himself  bred  in  idolatry,  to  prove 
his  faith  in  the  one  true  God  by  leaving  many  things 
naturally  dear  to  him,  and  going  into  a  land  of  which 
in  his  lifetime  he  was  to  inherit  no  portion.  There 
he  had  been  ever  since^  without  any  home  of  his  own. 
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his  faith  continually  proved  more  and  more  by  the 
many  trials  which  Almighty  God  visited  him  with, 
till  at  length  he  reached  the  highest  honour  that  any 
could  have  before  the  time  of  our  Saviour.     He  was 
called  the  father  or  pattern  of  all  the  faithful,  of  all 
who  believe  in  the  Lord  so  heartily  as  to  turn  to  Him 
with  all  their  heart,  whose  faith  is  counted  unto  them 
for  righteousness.    Nay,  more,  God  vouchsafes  to  call 
Abraham  His  friend.     And  it  is  the  privilege  and 
prerogative  of  near  and  dear  friends  to  know  before 
others  what  the  counsels  of  their  friends  are,  as  our 
Saviour  intimated  to  His  Apostles,  and  through  them 
to  all  Christians,  Henceforth  I  call  you  not  servants y  for 
the  servant  Jcnoweth  not  what  his  Lord  doeth :  hut  I  have 
called  you  friends  ;  for  all  things  that  I  have  known  of 
My  Father  I  have  made  known  unto  you.     What  the 
Apostles  were  to  our  Lord  in  His  lifetime  on  earth, 
that  Abraham  in  his   generation  was  to  Almighty 
God,   and  that  is  the  Church  of  the  faithful  at  all 
times.     Being  God's  own,  His  friends.  His  faithful 
ones,  they  have  a  promise  of  knowing  what  their 
Lord  doeth.     He  reveals  to  them  in  His  kindness  the 
scheme  of  saving  mercy  which  He  has  long  ago  pre- 
pared for  them.     To  them  is  declared  the  counsel  of 
God ;  they  are  enabled  with  humble  faith  to  meditate 
on  the  providential  meaning  of  His  several  dispen- 
sations and  ways  of  dealing  with  sinners.     He  hides 
not  from  them  the  things  which  He  doeth,  they  see 
the  deep  and  secret  purpose  of  many  an  awakening 
visitation  or  Change,  which  to  persons  not  in  earnest 
pass  off  ^s  a  thing  of  course,  a  matter  of  mere  human 
causes.     This  may  be  considered  two  ways;    first, 
with  regard  to  the  Church  of  God  in  general,  and 
what  may  be  called  His  public  universal  providence ; 

Bb2 


334  SERMON  XXVIII. 


and  secondly,  with  regard  to  the  conduct  and  futures 
of  particular  persons. 

With  regard  to  the  Church,  it  is  certain  from 
God's  Word  that  the  whole  course  of  the  world's 
history  is  a  scheme  ordered  by  Almighty  God  to 
bring  lost  souls  back  into  saving  communion  with 
Him,  or  to  condemn  them,  refusing  so  to  be  brought. 
The  Church  or  people  of  God — whether  such  as  in 
Abraham's  time,  patriarchal,  or  such  as  was  after- 
wards ordained  by  Moses,  or  such  as  our  divine  Savi- 
our established,  the  Church  of  God — is  His  kingdom 
set  up  for  revealing  the  holy  and  glorious  Trinity  to 
mankind,  and  bringing  them  all  into  communion  with 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  When 
this  is  once  understood,  there  is  a  key  to  many  things 
in  history,  not  only  such  history  as  is  contained  in 
the  Bible,  but  that  of  other  countries  too ;  and  even 
the  short-sighted  and  hurried  notions  which  men 
commonly  take  up  with  regard  to  the  politics  of  their 
own  time  or  country  are  greatly  corrected  and  quieted 
by  the  certainty  that  all  tends  in  the  end  one  way, 
that  is,  to  the  glory  and  victory  of  God's  Church; 
t1^  nation  and  kingdom  which  wUl  not  serve  her  shall 
perish^  yea  those  nations  shall  be  utterly  wasted. 

Then  with  respect  to  each  particular  Christian,  the 
knowledge  of  God  in  His  Son  by  His  Holy  Spirit  is 
in  like  manner  a  key  to  much  of  the  discomfort  and 
perplexity  which  beset  men  in  their  thoughts  of  their 
own  condition  here  on  earth.  The  wise  consideration 
of  that  unknown  world,  and  the  unknowh  hour  which 
will  take  us  into  it,  will  explain  to  a  thoughtful 
Christian  ten  thousand  things  which  apart  from  such 
consideration  would  be  far  too  hard  for  him.  Ho  will 
see  the  meaning,  sooner  or  later,  of  many  sicknesses, 
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Borrows,  and  disappointments;  God's  gracious  and 
holy  Spirit  will  teach  him  how  they  tend  to  remove 
hindrances  out  of  his  way  to  everlasting  life.  I  do 
not,  of  course,  say  that  this  knowledge  will  be  vouch- 
safed in  all,  or  in  the  greater  part  of  the  things  which 
happen  to  us ;  but  in  very  many  surely  we  shall  see 
enough  to  make  us  quite  satisfied  and  easy  that  such 
is  really  the  case  in  all,  even  in  those  other  instances 
through  which  for  the  present  we  do  not  at  all  see 
our  way.  For  instance,  men  often  are  enabled  to 
discern  how  wholesome  sickness  and  disappointment 
was  to  them,  but  they  do  not  so  often  see  the  mean- 
ing of  separations  and  partings,  and  losing  sight  of 
kind  friends,  and  being  interrupted  in  well-meant 
plans ;  but  let  them  wait  a  little  patiently,  persevering 
in  faith  and  obedience,  and  God  will  reveal  even  this 
unto  them.  It  depends,  by  His  gracious  will,  entirely 
on  ourselves  to  turn  what  seems  most  untoward  into 
an  instrument  of  spiritual  good.  Abraham  at  first 
understood  not  at  all  why  he  should  wait  so  long  for 
a  son  in  whom  the  promises  were  to  be  fulfilled,  but 
because  he  still  went  on  waiting  in  faith,  as  purely  so 
as  on  occasions  of  the  former  command,  to  leave  his 
idolatrous  country,  a  command  of  which  the  reason 
might  more  easily  be  imagined,  therefore  he  received 
the  reward  of  faith.  It  was  counted  to  him  for  righte- 
ousness;  and  now  he  rejoices  in  Paradise,  understand- 
ing what  was  too  hard  for  him  here.  Thus  it  comes 
to  pass  that  sooner  or  later  none  of  the  things  which 
God  does,  either  with  the  rulers  and  people  of  the 
earth,  or  with  our  souls  and  bodies,  shall  remain 
hidden  from  such  as  was  Abraham, — from  steady, 
resigned,  self-denying  believers. 

Observe  next,  and  very  particularly,  which  of  all 
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the  fruits  of  faith  the  glorious  vision  condescended  to 
point  out  as  especially  worthy  the  attention  of  those 
who  would  save  themselves  and  their  children  from 
the  sentence  of  Sodom.  It  is  Family  Beligion ;  the 
pious  and  affectionate  care  to  breed  up  children,  ser- 
vants, and  other  persons  depending  on  us,  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  /  will  not  hide 
from  Abraham  that  thing  which  I  dOj  seeing  that  Abra- 
ham shall  surely  become  a  great  and  mighty  nation^  and 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  shall  be  blessed  in  him :  For 
I  know  himj  that  he  will  command  his  children  and  his 
household  after  him^  and  they  shall  keep  the  way  of  the 
Lord^  to  do  justice  and  judgment.  It  is  evident,  humanly 
speaking,  that  the  whole  Church  at  that  time  de- 
pended on  the  single  conduct  of  Abraham.  He  was 
the  father  of  the  family ;  if  he  brought  up  his  son 
Isaac  well,  then  there  would  be  a  fair  chance  of 
Isaac's  son,  Jacob,  being  brought  up  well  also,  and  so 
on  to  a  thousand  generations.  But  if  Abraham  had 
chosen  to  be  careless  and  disobedient,  and  to  let  his 
children  have  their  own  way,  what  would  have  be- 
come of  the  promises?  This  offers  a  very  serious 
thought  to  those  who  have  in  any  way  the  souls  of 
others  committed  to  them  for  help.  You  who  are 
a  parent,  and  neglect  your  children,  permitting  them 
to  profane  God's  Church,  to  disobey  His  word,  and  to 
run  wild  here  and  there  according  to  the  natural 
wickedness  of  their  own  heart;  how  little  do  you 
know  what  you  may  be  bringing  on  yourself.  It  may 
be  that  on  some  or  on  each  one  of  those  very  little 
ones  the  eternal  condition  of  tens  of  thousands  may 
in  course  of  time  be  made  to  depend.  If  you  bring 
them  up  amiss,  they  will  be  too  likely  to  teach  their 
children  the  same;  those  again  will  hand  on  the  ill 
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example  to  another  generation,  the  numbers  very 
likely  continually  multiplying,  and  every  one  of  the 
souls  so  lost  will  appear  before  the  judgment-seat 
against  you ;  your  sentence  will  be  the  heavier  for 
each  of  them.  On  the  other  hand,  what  encourage- 
ment for  pious  and  good  fathers  and  mothers,  be  they 
never  so  poor  and  ignorant,  if  they  diligently  at- 
tend to  that  most  precious  treasure  committed  to 
them  by  the  Lord  of  all,  the  souls  of  their  children 
for  whom  Christ  died  I  They  may  be  very  simple 
and  unlearned,  unable  to  teach  their  children  any 
more  than  the  plainest  elements  of  the  Gospel,  the 
Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  ten  Command, 
ments;  but  let  them  diligently  do  thus  much,  and 
commit  the  children  for  the  rest  to  the  nursing  care 
of  God's  Church,  ever  watching  and  controlling  them 
in  their  conduct,  and  ever  praying  earnestly  for 
them,  and  some  of  those  children,  one  of  their  chil- 
dren,  may  in  process  of  time  be  great  lights  in  the 
Church  of  God,  and  all  the  good  they  do  may  be  in 
some  sort  added  to  the  reward  of  those  who  so  long 
before  laid  the  simple  but  sure  foundation  of  a  poor 
man's  family  religion. 

But  let  us  consider  very  shortly  what  this  family 
religion  is,  which,  daily  practised,  would  draw  down 
so  sure  a  blessing.  You  are  not  to  suppose,  as  many 
I  fear  do,  that  it  is  one  thing  for  the  rich  and  another 
for  the  poor,  or  that  because  it  is  all  summed  up  in 
the  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  Command- 
ments, therefore  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  deep 
and  high  secrets  of  religion.  On  the  contrary,  the 
poor  man's  Gospel,  just  as  much  as  the  wealthier 
man's,  must  lead  him,  if  it  be  to  save  his  soul,  to 
the  great  mystery  of  this  day.     There  is  but  one  way 
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of  salvation  for  every  soul  under  heaven.     They  must 
be  brought  into   perfect  communion  with  God  the 
Father,    by   the   agency   of    God    the   Holy   Ghost, 
through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  God  the  Son, 
made  man  to  die  for  them,  and  to  communicate  Him- 
self to  them.     This  is  the  one  thing  needful,  this  is 
glory,  this  is  happiness ;  to  bring  this  about  for  those 
who  do  not  wilfully  reject  it  is  the  chief  purpose, 
made  known  to  us,  of  all  that  God  does  in  the  world. 
And  how  can  any  man,  poor  or  rich,  make  sure  of 
this  infinite  inconceivable  blessing?     Surely  in  no 
other  way  than  what  God  Himself  has  appointed,  by 
heartily  accepting  not  this  or  that  doctrine  only,  but 
the  whole  counsel  of  Almighty  God ;  not  this  or  that 
part  only  of  God's  service,  but  the  whole  scheme  or 
system  of  Church  ordinances  and  means  of  grace.     It 
will  not  do  then  to  trust,  as  many  seem  inclined, 
in  their  knowing  right  from  wrong,  living  decently, 
serving  God  as  well  as  their  neighbours,  and  so  dis- 
missing all  thought  of  high  doctrines  and  mysterious 
truths.     This  is  behaving  as  though  God  the  Father 
had  never  revealed  to  man  the  Son  or  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Neither  will  it  suffice  to  depend  on  our  own  strong 
sense  of  the  infinite  love  of  God  the  Son,  and  so  to 
rely  on  His  merits  as  to  neglect  the  strict  preparation 
of  ourselves ;  for  this  is  behaving  as  if  God  the  Holy 
Ghost  had  never  come  down  from  heaven  to  renew 
and   sanctify  our  hearts.     Neither,  again,  must  we 
leave  all  to  the  blessed  Comforter  Himself,  expecting 
His  inward  work  without  being  diligent  in  the  use 
of  the  outward  means,  such  as  are  the  holy  services 
appointed  to  be  solemnized  here  in  church,  above  all^ 
the  two   blessed  Sacraments,  and  at  home  diligent 
prayer ;  the  example  of  Abraham,  who  was  a  priest 
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in  his  own  house,  goes  especially  to  recommend  Family 
Prayer.  I  say,  whoever  neglects  these  things,  trust- 
ing to  his  own  faith,  and  knowledge,  and  good  feeling 
about  the  high  secrets  of  the  Gospel,  is  imperfect  in 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  and  had  best  take  care  lest  when 
he  thinks  himself  religious  he  be  not  indulging  the 
pride  of  his  own  heart.  He  seems  to  forget  that  after 
faith  in  the  Holy  Ghost  he  has  pledged  himself  also 
to  have  faith  in  the  holy  Catholic  Church  and  the 
communion  of  saints. 

Thus  you  see  how  all  things  are,  as  it  were,  beauti- 
fully chained  to  one  another  in  the  gracious  scheme 
devised  in  heaven  and  sent  down  to  earth  for  our 
salvation,  and  how  necessary  it  is  that  if  you  would 
be  perfect  in  any,  you  should  humbly  and  faithfully 
attend  to  all. 

And  if  it  may  be  said  without  irreverence  in  speak- 
ing of  things  so  holy  and  venerable,  I  would  say,  that 
this  is  of  all  points  that  which  I  would  most  recom- 
mend to  your  particular  remembrance  in  him  whose 
loss  we  have  lately  had  to  lament,  him  who  to  us  of 
this  place,  and  to  most  of  us  all  our  lives  long,  was 
in  some  sense  a  true  Abraham.  Surely,  if  we  do  not 
constantly  pray  and  strive  to  follow  his  good  example, 
we  cannot  expect  to  dwell  with  him  in  that  heavenly 
kingdom  of  God,  on  which  his  heart  was  so  earnestly 
fixed.  And  in  all  his  example  nothing  was  more 
remarkable  than  the  calm,  even,  unaffected  tone  of 
his  goodness,  the  manner  in  which  he  considered 
everything,  and  putting  all  together,  strove  to  do  his 
best.  In  like  manner  in  all  his  doctrine  there  was 
an  earnest  and  wise  attention,  not  to  one  or  the  other 
thing  only,  but  to  the  whole  method  of  God's  Scrip- 
ture as  interpreted  by  His  Church.     Let  us,  I  say, 
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by  God's  grace  fix  our  mind  on  this  one  thing,  the 
regular,  quiet,  humble,  thoughtful  manner  in  which 
a  good  father  and  pastor,  a  faithful  Abraham  [such  as 
tve  shall  ever  have  to  recollect]  tries  to  perform  every 
duty,  and  to  teach  every  truth,  in  its  turn  and  in  its 
proper  time,  weighing  everything  in  the  balance  of 
Scripture,  and  holding  fast  by  that  which  is  proved 
sterling,  whether  it  suit  the  fashion  of  the  time  or  no. 
Let  us  try,  each  in  our  station,  to  be  thus  considerate 
in  all  our  duties,  praying  ever  to  be  more  and  more 
so ;  and  we  too  may  hope  to  be  found  faithful  at  last, 
and  be  blessed  with  faithful  Abraham  and  with  those 
who  have  done  an  Abraham's  part  to  us. 

One  word  more :  to  keep  us  from  vainly  relying  on 
promises  and  privileges  without  earnest  endeavours 
of  our  own,  observe  what  an  awful  close  accompanies 
the  promise  to  Abraham  in  the  text.  He  will  command 
his  children  and  his  household  after  him^  and  they  shall 
keep  the  way  of  the  Lord^  to  do  justice  and  judgment: 
that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that  which  He 
hath  spoken  of  him.  The  very  promises,  then,  of  God 
Almighty  are  made  to  depend  on  Abraham's  perse- 
verance  in  the  right  training  of  himself  and  his  chil- 
dren. The  whole  system  of  redeeming  and  sanctify- 
ing mercy,  by  which  the  holy,  blessed,  and  glorious 
Trinity  has  interfered  to  save  us  sinners,  will  prove 
only  our  loss  and  ruin  if  we  strive  not  earnestly, 
though  most  humbly,  for  ourselves.  He  hath  set 
before  you  by  His  holy  Church  in  His  Gospel,  life 
and  death,  blessing  and  cursing,  therefore  clioose  life. 

Trinity  Sunday,  1835. 

Last  at  Coin. 
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ST.  LUKE  xrii.  17. 
"  TVere  there  not  ten  cleansed ?  but  where  are  the  nine?** 

THERE  is  great  reason  to  suppose  that  our  blessed 
Lord's  miracles  ia  general  were  so  ordered  by 
His  all-seeing  wisdom,  as  to  represent  by  bodily  and 
visible  things  the  great  work  on  which  He  was  era- 
ployed  for  the  renovation  and  salvation  of  the  souls 
of  men.  They  were  overflowings,  little  drops,  as  it 
were,  of  that  unspeakable,  inconceivable  love  which 
not  eternity  will  exhaust.  As  in  the  communication 
of  His  saving  and  sanctifying  grace  everything  is  so 
ordered  that  no  person  who  will  look  in  earnest  can 
fail  to  see  how  He  is  the  only  fountain  from  whom  all 
flows,  yet  not  so  but  that  man  must  in  some  sort 
answer  to  the  godly  motions  of  His  Spirit,  must 
move  at  His  call,  must  consent  to  be  saved  by  Him ; 
so  was  it  in  these  outward  and  temporal  healings, 
cleansings,  renewings,  resurrections,  by  which  He 
effectually  shewed  the  world  that  the  Son  of  Man 
had  power  on  earth  to  forgive  sins.  The  whole  of 
the  virtue  and  blessing  in  every  case  flowed  out  alto- 
gether from  Him,  yet  not  so  but  that  He  always  re- 
quired faith,  either  on  the  part  of  the  sufferer  himr 
self,  or  on  the  part  of  those  who  brought  the  suf- 
ferer to  Him. 

Again,  it  is  a  sad  truth,  that  too  many  of  those 
who  received  such  mercy  of  our  Lord,  did  in  their 
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unthankfulness  represent  but  too  faithfully  the  after 
conduct  of  a  large  portion,  may  we  not  say  by  far  the 
greater  part,  of  those  who,  from  time  to  time,  were 
to  be  subjects  of  His  spiritual  mercies  ?  Doubtless 
among  those  who  are  related  to  have  been  healed  by 
our  Saviour  there  are  not  a  few  most  affecting  in- 
stances of  persons  who  seem  to  have  been  throughly 
won  by  His  mercy,  and  to  have  felt  in  their  hearts 
that  they  never  could  do  enough  for  Him;  yet  is 
there  much  cause  to  fear  that  the  greater  part  went 
away  and  thought  no  more  of  Him,  There  is  cause, 
I  say,  to  fear  this,  upon  the  simple  comparison  of  the 
number  of  His  miracles  spoken  of  during  His  mi- 
nistry, with  the  number  of  His  disciples  as  it  stood 
at  the  end  of  His  ministry,  and  with  the  conduct  of 
the  multitude  towards  Him  just  before  His  cruci- 
fixion. On  the  one  hand  we  read,  wheresoever  He 
entered^  in  villages^  or  cities^  or  countries^  they  brought 
the  sick  unto  Him  that  they  might  hut  touch  the  hefn  of 
His  garment;  and  as  many  as  touched  Him  were  made 
perfectly  whole.  He  went  about  all  Galilee^  teaching  in 
tlieir  synagogues^  and  healing  every  sickness  and  every 
disease  among  the  people.  The  men  of  Capernaum 
were  brought  unto  Him,  as  many  as  were  taken  with 
divers  diseases  and  torments^  and  they  that  were  vexed 
with  unclean  spirits^  and  they  were  healed  every  one. 
Consider  how  very  many  persons,  either  for  them- 
selves or  for  their  near  relations  or  friends,  must  have 
tasted  of  this  miraculous  mercy  of  the  blessed  Jesus, 
and  then  reflect  how  very  few  shewed  any  sympathy 
with  Him  at  the  time  of  His  cruel  death.  How  many 
in  that  crowd,  which  was  so  easily  persuaded  to  ask 
Barabbas  and  destroy  Jesus,  had  themselves  in  all 
probability  received  from  Jesus  in  their  own  persons, 
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or  in  some  other  person  as  dear  to  them  as  their  own, 
either  sight,  or  hearing,  or  the  use  of  their  limbs,  or 
deliverance  from  evil  spirits,  or  life  itself,  by  miracle. 
How  large  a  proportion  of  persons  in  and  near  Jeru- 
salem during  the  three  years  of  His  ministry,  must 
have  profited  by  His  miraculous  mercy,  who  went 
about  doing  good!  yet  when  His  disciples  were  as- 
sembled shortly  after  His  departure,  the  number  of 
the  names  together  we  read,  was  only  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty. 

The  miracle,  therefore,  related  in  this  day's  Gos- 
pel, the  miracle  of  the  ten  lepers,  was  no  exception 
to  the  general  course  of  what  happened  in  our  Lord's 
wonderful  works.  It  was  like  the  rest,  a  trial  of 
faith;  free,  unearned,  undeserved  bounty,  yet  so 
given  as  to  exercise  those  who  received  it  in  humble 
love  and  obedient  reliance  on  Him.  One  may.  ob- 
serve, I  think,  that  the  circumstances  of  it  were  so 
ordered  as  to  form  a  lesson  for  those  in  particular, 
who  seem  at  any  time  to  be  suddenly  won  over  to 
repentance,  after  they  ha¥e  long  neglected  it,  or  been 
ignorant  of  it.  For  the  village  in  which  our  Lord 
was,  appears  to  have  been  on  the  borders  of  Samaria 
and  Galilee,  a  part  of  the  country  in  which  He  was 
comparatively  a  stranger ;  and  of  these  ten  men  which 
were  lepers  we  may  well  imagine  that  several  at  least 
knew  nothing  of  Him  but  by  report,  but  these  it 
should  seem  followed  the  rest,  and  all  the  ten  deeply 
feeling  their  aflliction,  and  not  doubting  Christ's 
power  to  heal  them,  stood  afar  oflF  as  became  lepers, 
and  cried  out,  in  real  earnestness,  Jestis^  Master^  have 
mercy  on  us.  He  in  His  divine  compassion  at  once 
saw  fit  to  heal  them,  but  in  His  no  less  divine  wis- 
dom healed  them  not  without  putting  them  on  their 
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trial .•    Go^  said  He,  shew  yourselves   to   the  priests. 
That  is,  Go,  fulfil  that  which  Moses  commanded ;  seek 
this  great   blessing  which  you  long  for,  not  in  proud 
separation    from   others,  but  as  members   of  God's 
Church  and  family ;    seek  it  according  to  His  own 
ordinance,   use  the  outward  means  of  grace  and  ac- 
knowledgments of  mercy,  and  trust  to  the  Father  of 
all  grace  and  mercy  for  the  result :  (7o,  shew  yourselves 
to  the  priests.     And  it  came  to  pass  that  as  they  went 
they  were  cleansed.     Are  not  these  words  truly  em- 
phatic, words  of  peculiar  force  and  significancy,  when 
we    set   them  against  the  disposition   unhappily  so 
strong  in  our  times,  the  disposition  to  undervalue 
the  holy   Sacraments  and  outward  ministry  of  the 
Church  of  God.     Men  say,  they  come  in  faith  to  be 
healed,  why  should  not  that  be  enough ;  why  should 
so  much  stress  be  laid  upon  the  doctrine  of  Baptism 
and  of  laying  on  of  hands;  if  in  their  minds  they 
embrace  the  Cross,  why  should  they  be  required  to 
come  to  God's  holiest  altar  and  nourish  themselves, 
from  time  to  time,  with  the  Flesh  and  Blood  of  the 
Son  of  Man  ?    These  questions  too  many,  even  among 
those  who  account  themselves  faithful  Christians,  are 
accustomed  to  ask  in  our  day,  and  is  it  not  as  if  those 
lepers  had  asked.  Why  should  we  go  shew  ourselves 
to  the  priests?  why  not  cleanse  us  at  once,  seeing 
God  knows  our  real  trust  in  Him  as  well  as  He 
could  know  it  by  all  the  outward  signs  in  the  world  ? 
A  plain  answer  to  which  would  have  been.  Nay,  but 
here  is  the  express  command  of  Him  who  alone  can 
order,   both   what   He  will   do  with  your  diseased 
bodies,  and  how  He  will  do  it.     It  is  but  a  heathen- 
ish unbelieving  pride,  if  you,  like  Naaman  the  Syrian, 
turn  away,  and  care  not  to  show  yourselves  to  the 
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priests,  as  lie  cared  not  to  wash  in  Jordan,  because 
you  cannot  understand  how  it  should  heal  you.  These 
lepers  did  not  so ;  if  any  of  them  were  so  inclined, 
they  so  far  submitted  themselves  to  the  judgment  of 
the  wiser  and  more  faithful  among  themselves,  as  to 
set  out  forthwith  in  the  way  that  our  Saviour  had 
appointed  them,  and  presently  they  had  their  reward. 
It  came  to  pass^  that  as  they  went  they  were  cleansed ; 
even  as  it  will  always  come  to  pass  that  whoever  with 
true  faith  receives  Jesus  Christ  in  either  of  His  holy 
Sacraments,  not  standing  to  argue  or  object,  will  un- 
doubtedly receive  that  measure  of  grace  and  cleansing 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  by  that  Sacrament  intended 
to  convey. 

But  it  is  time  that  we  proceed  to  the  other  point, 
and  see  how  the  conduct  of  the  lepers,  after  their 
cleansing,  answers  but  too  exactly  to  that  of  most 
of  those  who  receive  the  Sacraments  of  the  grace  of 
Jesus  Christ.  All  the  lepers  were  cleansed,  one  as 
well  as  another,  but  one  only,  when  he  saw  that  he  was 
healed^  turned  backj  and  tvith  a  loud  voice  glorified  God 
and  fell  down  on  his  face  at  Chrisfs  feet  giving  thanks  ; 
and  that  one  was  a  Samaritan.  All  had  faith  to  be 
healed,  as  they  shewed  when  our  Lord  proved  them 
by  bidding  them  shew  themselves  to  the  priests,  but 
one  only  had  a  thankful  heart.  One  only,  having 
received  so  much  from  God,  returned  to  give  Him 
that  glory,  which  though  in  itself  nothing,  is  precious 
in  our  compassionate  Father's  sight,  as  being  all  that 
His  lost  returning  children  can  offer  Him. 

Nothing  can  be  more  simple  at  first  sight,  nothing, 
well  considered,  more  awful,  than  our  blessed  Lord's 
way  of  taking  all  this.  He  just  merely  takes  notice 
of  the  fact,  and  so  passes  on  to  something  else :  Were 
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there  not  ten  cleansed?  hut  vchere  are  the  nine!  There 
are  not  found  that  returned  to  give  gl&ry  to  Godj  save 
this  stranger.  By  thus  drawing  men's  attention  simply 
to  what  had  happened,  without  raising  any  farther 
reflection  upon  it,  He  intimates  plainly  enough  that 
the  fact  alone  was  a  speaking  lesson,  a  sermon  by 
itself  to  all  who  had  ears  to  hear,  a  type  of  what 
might  be  looked  for  as  likely  to  happen,  far  and 
near,  and  wherever  the  Gospel  should  be  preached, 
wherever  the  healing  power  of  our  Lord  and  His 
Spirit  should  go  forth  to  cleanse  and  renew  the 
children  of  Adam. 

And  truly  the  lesson  is  significant  enough,  if  we 
only  look  on  it  as  a  pattern  of  what  happens,  too 
commonly,  among  thoughtless  selfish  mortals,  in  the 
case  of  any  great  temporal  blessing  or  deliverance. 
Look  at  those  who  are  recovered  from  sickness,  who 
when  their  distress  was  yet  upon  them,  and  they  saw 
our  Lord  as  it  were  at  a  distance,  felt  that  they  could 
do  nothing  for  themselves,  and  doubted  not  that  He 
could  heal  them  if  He  would ;  then  their  cries  were 
in  a  certain  sense  earnest  and  sincere  enough.  But 
when  the  same  Almighty  Preserver  has  come  actually 
near  them  in  His  healing  power,  they  go  on  their 
way  regardless  of  Him ;  they  hardly  look  back  to 
thank  Him  for  form's  sake,  much  less  do  they  spend 
the  rest  of  their  lives,  as  in  all  reason  and  affectionate 
piety  they  are  bound  to  live,  at  Christ's  feet,  giving 
Him  the  glory.  Here  and  there  perhaps  one  is  found 
to  do  so;  here  and  there  one  heart  and  another  is 
found,  among  those  whom  God  raised  from  the  bed 
of  sickness,  entirely  won  over  and  devoted  to  Him 
for  ever  after ;  and  when  such  a  thing  does  happen, 
it  is  admired  and  quoted  all  around  as  a  pattern  of 
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more  than  ordinary  goodness ;  the  person  is  reckoned 
a  saint,  I  had  almost  said  an  angel ;  whereas  we  see 
by  our  Saviour's  manner  of  receiving  this  thankful 
leper,  that  such  gratitude,  although  acceptable  in  the 
sight  of  the  holy  inhabitants  of  heaven,  yet  is  nothing 
at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  it  is  the  least  which  a  being 
so  infinitely  obliged  can  offer;  God  will  accept  it  for 
His  Son's  sake,  but  it  is  nothing  so  very  highly  to  be 
praised.  This,  if  I  mistake  not,  we  may  learn  from 
our  Lord's  manner  of  receiving  the  thankful  leper. 
He  expresses  no  sort  of  astonishment  or  admiration 
at  his  acknowledgments,  as  He  had  done  at  the  un- 
thankfulness  of  the  rest,  but  quietly  says,  Arise^  go 
thy  toay^  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole.  Go  thy  way, 
the  way  of  thy  daily  duty,  not  in  anything  like  self- 
congratulation,  as  if  thou  wert  partially  favoured 
more  than  others  for  any  good  that  is  in  thee,  as  if, 
having  received  this  one  favour,  thou  mightest  be 
the  more  sanguine,  confident,  and  careless  in  time  to 
come;  but  remember  always  it  was  thy  faith  that 
made  thee  whole ;  thou  didst  but  submit  thyself  to 
the  unchanging  law  which  the  Almighty  had  laid 
down  for  Himself,  whereby  to  heal  every  one  who- 
ever should  be  healed  at  all;  thou  hast  been  made 
whole  by  faith,  and  by  faith,  if  at  all,  thou  must  con^ 
tinue;  be  not  high-minded,  but  fear.  This  is  the 
language  of  the  Gospel  to  all  persons  who,  having  been 
revived  from  any  sickness,  disappointment,  or  sori'ow, 
are  endeavouring  to  shew  forth  God's  praise  not  only 
with  their  lips  but  with  their  lives ;  they  must  not 
listen  to  their  mistaken  friends,  or  to  the  world,  which 
in  her  low  standard  would  set  them  up  as  a  kind  of 
pattern  men,  exemplary  beyond  the  common  sort  of 
Christians ;  they  must  endeavour  seriously  every  day 
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to  see  themselves  as  God  and  Ilis  angels  see  them, 
namely,  as  persons  who  deserve  no  praise  for  what 
they  do,  since  in  fact  their  doing  less  would  be  no 
better  than  the  most  detestable  ingratitude.  But  the 
very  need  of  such  a  caution  as  this,  implied  as  I  have 
said  in  our  Lord's  way  of  dismissing  the  thankful 
leper,  the  very  need  of  it,  I  say,  shews  how  common 
such  ingratitude  is;  and  those  who  know  anything 
by  experience  of  the  promises  made  on  sick  beds  com- 
pared with  the  performances  after  amendment,  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  bear  sorrowful  witness,  how 
exactly  the  complaint  of  two  thousand  years'  standing 
answers  to  what  is  daily  going  on  among  us.  Were 
there  not  ten  cleansed^  but  where  are  the  nine?  There 
are  not  found  t/iat  returned  to  give  glory  to  God^  save 
here  and  there  one,  often  of  those  whom,  beforehand, 
one  should  have  been  most  apt  to  reckon  strangers. 

This,  to  be  sure,  is  awful  enough,  and  must  awaken 
sad  thoughts  in  all  who  have  so  much  belief  in  God 
as  to  expect  His  curse,  sooner  or  later,  on  the  un- 
grateful. But  yet  the  thing  which  in  all  likelihood 
our  Saviour  had  chiefly  in  view  when  He  made  the 
remark  on  the  one  out  of  ten  thankful,  was  a  matter 
still  more  awful  and  appalling.  For  what  if  by  the 
ten  lepers  cleansed,  are  represented  not  those  only 
who  have  received  any  signal  temporal  favour  from 
God,  and  so  are  bound  to  more  than  ordinary  thank- 
fulness, but  the  whole  body  of  Christian  people,  that 
is,  of  baptized  persons  throughout  the  world ;  and  by 
the  one  out  of  ten  returning  thanks,  not  perhaps  the 
exact  proportion,  but  something  like  a  representation 
of  those  few  in  comparison,  whose  future  life  should 
in  any  measure  answer  to  that  holy  beginning  which 
God  vouchsafed,  when  He  caused  them  to  be  baptized 
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with  water  and  the  Spirit,  and  so  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ? 

We  are  used  to  think  so  little  of  our  baptism,  that 
I  fear  there  may  be  many  to  whom  it  will  appear 
strange,  when  they  are  told  that  this  history,  and 
most  other  places  in  the  prophets  and  New  Testa- 
ment, in  which  "  cleansing"  is  spoken  of  in  the  like 
significant  way,  in  all  probability  have  reference  to 
holy  Baptism.  Yet  such  I  conceive  to  be  the  case, 
without  any  manner  of  doubt.  For,  are  not  all  men 
bom  in  sin,  unclean  and  leprous  in  God's  sight? 
Is  not  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour  the  only 
fountain  to  wash  away  that  sin,  and  make  us  such  as 
God  may  delight  to  look  on  ?  Is  not  holy  Baptism 
the  one  appointed  mean  whereby,  once  for  all,  the 
souls  and  bodies  of  the  children  of  wrath  may  be 
washed  clean  in  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  they  made 
children  of  grace  ?  Certainly  there  is  but  one  answer, 
which  according  to  Scripture  and  the  Catechism  of 
our  Church  can  be  given  to  all  these  questions,  and 
it  is  nothing  but  the  low  notions  of  the  time,  arising 
from  our  low  and  corrupt  practice,  which  can  cause 
any  considerate  person  to  doubt  of  the  virtue  of  holy 
Baptism,  any  more  than  he  doubts  of  the  deep  taint 
of  original  sin,  or  the  atoning  efl&cacy  of  the  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Scripture  is  full  of  it ;  the  Old  Testa- 
ment in  type  and  shadow,  the  New  in  a  thousand 
ways  of  history,  precept,  and  allusion.  I  will  take 
only  one  prophecy  from  the  Old,  and  three  declara- 
tions from  the  New.  God's  word  by  the  Prophet 
Ezekiel  was,  /  will  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you^  and 
ye  shall  he  clean^  that  is,  the  water  which  mingled 
with  blood  flowed  out  of  the  side  of  Christ  crucified, 
intimating  to  all  the  world  that  the  fountain  opened 
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for  them  was  not  of  water  only,  but  of  water  and 
blood.  Again,  God's  word  by  His  Apostle  St.  Paul 
concerning  the  process  by  which  His  Church  is  made 
worthy  of  communion  with  Him  is  this,  Christ  gave 
Himself  for  it,  not  as  too  many  seem  to  think,  tliat 
it  might  be  saved  by  mere  faith,  without  any  further 
trouble,  but  that  He  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it^ 
with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word^  (that  is, 
the  sacramental  words  spoken  in  baptism,  ^In  the 
Kame  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost'), 
and  so  present  it  to  Himself  a  glorious  Churchy  not 
having  sjwty  or  wrinkle^  or  any  such  thing.  This,  for 
the  Church  taken  generally,  as  the  spouse  and  body 
of  Christ.  And  of  each  individual  Christian  he  says. 
Ye  are  washed^  sanctified^  justified  in  the  Name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  And,  not 
by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have  done^  but  ac- 
cording to  His  mercy  He  hath  saved  us^  by  the  washing 
of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost^  that 
is,  by  holy  Baptism.  Thus  much  out  of  the  Scrip- 
tures of  God,  to  prove  beyond  question  that  Baptism 
is  the  one  cleansing,  which  answers  to  the  miraculous 
cure  of  the  defiled  and  leprous ;  which  therefore  we 
may  presume  the  holy  Jesus  had  somehow  in  His 
view  when  He  put  the  emphatical  question,  Were 
there  not  ten  cleansed?  but  where  are  the  nine? 

There  is  this  diflference,  to  be  sure,  between  our 
case  and  the  case  of  the  lepers  in  the  Gospel,  that 
they  were  cleansed  upon  their  own  faith,  we  upon 
the  faith  of  the  Church  of  God,  which  brought  us 
as  infants  to  the  pure  fountain,  and  offered  us  to  be 
washed  in  the  life-giving  blood,  when  we  could  do 
nothing  for  ourselves.  But  this  makes  no  material 
difference,  since  our  Saviour,  too^  healed  and  relieved 
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many  who  were  presented  to  Him  not  by  their  own 
faith,  but  by  the  faith  of  their  relations  and  friends. 

Baptism,  then,  is  thorough  spiritual  cleansing,  clean 
washing  in  the  blood  of  Christ  Jesus.  Christ^s  work 
in  it  answers  to.  that  gracious  work  of  His,  when  He 
said  to  that  other  leper,  /  willy  be  thou  clean.  It  re- 
mains that  each  person  consider  for  himself,  whether 
his  own  conduct  since  his  baptism  do  not  answer  but 
too  exactly  to  the  behaviour  of  the  nine  who  returned 
not  fo  give  glory  to  their  God  and  Saviour. 

Is  not  this  the  common  course  of  those  whom  God 
has  so  highly  favoured  as  He  has  favoured  the  greater 
part  of  us,  calling  them  in  their  childhood  out  of 
their  original  misery,  and  causing  them  to  be  washed, 
sanctified,  justified,  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God  ?  is  not  this,  I  say,  our 
course,  that  however  carefully  we  may  be  watched 
and  taught,  we  too  commonly  give  way,  by  little  and 
little,  to  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  so  that 
even  among  Christian  persons,  certain  sins  and  evil 
inclinations  are  considered  almost  as  the  ordinary 
companions  of  the  several  seasons  of  life  as  they  pass, 
sins  of  childhood,  of  youth,  of  manhood,  of  old  age  ? 
all  perhaps  allow  that  they  are  wrong,  but  no  one  is 
surprised,  shocked,  or  much  alarmed  at  them,  either 
in  himself  or  in  his  neighbour.  Each  quiets  himself 
by  the  other's  example,  and  so  by  degrees  the  whole 
Christian  world  is  cast  into  a  half-slumber;  the 
lowest  and  most  unworthy  ideas  prevail,  nearly  among 
all  parties,  of  the  most  sacred  Sacrament  of  Baptism, 
of  the  holiness  expected  by  God  and  His  angels  from 
those  who  have  been  once  for  all  new  born ;  of  the 
blessing  forfeited  by  deadly  sin,  that  is,  evil  habits 
indulged  afterwards,  and  of  the  amount  of  danger 
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incurred,  which  is  so  great,  the  Holy  Ghost  pro- 
nounces it  in  a  certain  sense  impossible  to  renew 
thosb  again  to  baptismal  holiness  who  have  once 
fallen  away  so  shamefully. 

This,  in  too  many  cases,  is  our  real  condition ;  now 
just  recollect  what  it  might  have  been,  if  we  had  but 
done  our  best,  endeavouring  to  keep  our  robe  clean, 
to  wear  Jesus  Christ,  as  He  has  put  Himself  on  us. 
Think  what  calm  peace  of  mind,  what  joy  and  tran- 
quillity of  assured  and  sober  hope,  what  overflow- 
ings of  most  heavenly  charity  towards  God  and  man 
might  have  been  ours,  if  only  we  had  sincerely  en- 
deavoured from  the  beginning  to  do  those  things 
which  our  godfathers  and  godmothers  promised  for 
us  in  our  Baptism.  Think  with  what  entire  blessing 
and  encouragement,  what  uplifting  of  heart  and  mind, 
what  continual  growth  in  grace,  we  should  in  that 
case  have  drawn  near  the  several  holy  services,  by 
which  in  their  order  the  holy  Catholic  Apostolical 
Church  would  nourish  and  perfect  the  heavenly  life 
within  us ;  how  her  Catechisms,  prayers,  and  lessons 
would  have  entered  into  the  very  substance  of  our 
minds ;  how  holy  Scripture,  explained  by  her,  would 
have  strengthened  and  refreshed  us  like  daily  bread ; 
how  we  should  have  welcomed  our  Confirmation  as 
an  Apostle's  blessing  indeed,  a  true  seal  of  God's 
love  and  additional  earnest  of  His  Spirit,  and  how 
from  time  to  time  we  should  even  get  to  be  con- 
stantly recurring  to  the  remembrance  of  it,  and  over- 
coming temptation  by  its  virtue;  above  all,  let  de- 
cayed and  degenerate  spirits  imagine  if  they  can  what 
the  Holy  Communion  of  our  Lord's  Body  and  Blood 
would  have  proved  to  them,  if  they  had  come  to  it 
with  their  baptismal  purity  inviolate. 
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I  say,  if  we  can,  let  us  imagine  these  things,  for 
the  truth  is,  with  all  our  talking  about  the  Gospel, 
we  are  gradually  come  down  to  such  a  low  unworthy 
standard  of  evangelical  holiness  and  perfection,  that 
it  is  hard  for  us  so  much  as  to  conceive  how  the  great 
things  spoken  by  the  prophets  and  Apostles  of  the 
condition  of  regenerate  man  should  belong  to  every 
baptized  person  as  such ;  yet  nothing  is  more  true 
and  certain,  if  we  will  but  compare  Scripture  with 
Scripture,  and  accept  the  early  Church  as  a  com- 
petent witness  of  its  meaning.  But  having  low 
notions  of  our  privileges,  and  of  the  holiness  they 
require,  of  course  we  acquiesce  in  poor  inadequate 
remedies  for  the  evil  which  we  cannot  but  feel ;  our 
penitence  is  poor,  shallow,  superficial,  unaccompanied 
with  watching,  fasting,  self-denial,  and  too  often  fol- 
lowed by  a  proud  self-satisfied  reliance  on  what  we 
imagine  the  distinguishing  favour  of  God.  Our 
fathers  of  the  four  first  centuries  after  Christ,  when 
they  by  any  deadly  sin  had  forfeited  their  first  bap- 
tismal innocency,  accounted  the  penitence  and  morti- 
fication of  a  whole  life  too  little  to  renew  them  again, 
and  place  them  where  they  were  before ;  we  are  apt 
to  encourage  a  dream,  unknown  to  those  our  fathers 
and  to  holy  Scripture,  that  if  we  can  but  feel  vividly 
a  certain  trust  in  the  remission  of  our  sins  through 
our  blessed  Saviour,  they  surely  are  remitted,  and 
the  rest  will  come  right  of  itself.  And  thus  we  go 
on  in  a  course  of  sinning  and  repenting,  much  like 
that  which  our  brethren  of  the  Church  of  Eome  allow 
themselves  in,  under  colour  of  the  renewal  of  bap- 
tismal grace,  which  they  think  the  priest  has  it  in 
his  power  to  bestow  as  often  as  a  sinner  comes  to 
confession.      One  way  or  another,  all  parties,  even 
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the  whole  Church  of  Christ,  has  deeply  fallen  and 
forsaken  her  first  love. 

And  what  is  the  remedy  ?  For  the  whole  Church, 
it  can  only  be  found  in  going  back  to  the  very  be- 
ginning, in  seeing  what  the  Scriptures  tell  us,  and 
how  the  Church  acted  on  those  Scriptures  in  the  days 
when  she  could  not  fail  to  understand  them,  the 
days  of  the  Apostles  and  apostolical  martyrs.  And 
for  each  particular  Christian  the  remedy  is,  to  go 
back  to  that  which  was  his  blessed  beginning,  that 
is,  to  his  new  birth  by  Baptism.  We  cannot  think 
too  highly  of  the  privileges  then  conferred,  too  meanly 
of  ourselves,  for  having  gone  so  far  towards  forfeiting 
those  privileges,  or  too  seriously  of  the  labour,  self- 
denial,  watching,  fasting,  prayer,  the  wholesome  but 
in  many  respects  bitter  and  painful  discipline,  by 
which  alone,  under  the  guidance  of  God's  Church,  we 
can,  if  ever,  be  restored  to  our  baptismal  health.  And 
we  cannot  be  too  earnest  in  losing  no  time,  for  the 
day  is  fast  coming  in  which  we  must  take  our  portion 
with  the  one  sort  or  the  other  for  ever.  We  have 
been  lepers,  we  have  been  healed,  most  of  us,  alas ! 
have  been  unthankful ;  but  we  may,  if  we  will,  as  yet 
arise,  and  go  on  our  way  in  true  humble  penitency  ; 
and  then,  unworthy  as  we  are,  we  may  hope  at  our 
death  to  find  our  baptismal  grace  renewed  to  us,  and 
our  Lord  may  welcome  us  in  the  other  world  with 
those  blessed  words  which  we  have  forfeited  here, 
Thy  faithj  though  imperfect  and  late,  Jiath  made  thee 
whole. 

ClBXNGXSTEB, 

lAik  Sunday  after  TrinUy,  1835. 
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EPHE8IAN8  iii.  21. 

'*  To  Him  be  glory  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Jesus  throughout 

all  ages,  world  without  end** 

THEKE  is  in  all  mankind,  by  corrupt  nature,  a  cer- 
tain proud  love  of  independence,  a  desire  of  stand- 
ing alone,  the  ill  effects  of  which  are  seen  and  felt 
in  a  thousand  ways  every  day.  All  who  have  any 
fear  of  God  perceive  and  own  this  mischief  in  rebel- 
lious subjects,  undutiful  children,  disobedient  ser- 
vants, and  other  the  like  cases,  in  which  the  evil 
and  ruin  which  comes  of  it  is  plain  and  manifest  to 
the  very  eye.  But  when  the  same  bad  disposition 
shews  itself  in  religion  itself,  as  it  too  often  does, 
through  the  fraud  and  malice  of  the  devil,  few  in 
comparison  are  aware  of  it;  few  have  eyes  to  see 
what  a  dangerous  thing  it  is  for  Christians  to  be 
self-sufficient  in  this  particular  way,  that  is,  by 
thinking  to  be  religious,  to  have  things  right  be- 
tween thfem  and  their  God,  and  do  their  duty  to- 
wards Him,  and  receive  His  eternal  blessing,  without 
any  reference  to  His  Church.  Pride  puts  on  the 
show  of  humility,  a  proud  Eeason  wears  the  dress 
of  a  humble  Faith,  as  in  many  other  respects,  so  in 
this  also,  that  persons  persuade  themselves  of  their 
being  in  a  good  way,  if  only  they  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ,  and  put  their  trust  in  His  Cross;  it  is  a 
matter,  they  say,  between  God  and  them;  if  their 
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heart  be  right,  there  is  no  need  of  outward  minis- 
trations;  Pastors,  Churches,  Sacraments,  are  good 
things  in  their  way,  but  not  to  be  insisted  on  as 
necessary  to  salvation.  These  notions  evidently  pre- 
vail among  the  greater  part  even  of  those  who  are 
in  some  care  about  their  souls.  And  I  call  them 
the  notions  of  a  proud  Eeason,  setting  itself  up 
against  Faith,  because  it  is  but  too  plain  that  the 
cause  why  many  thus  undervalue  the  Church  and 
Sacraments  in  comparison  with  the  doctrines  of  re- 
ligion, is  their  seeming  to  themselves  able  to  under- 
stand how  the  doctrines  do  their  hearts  good,  im- 
prove their  behaviour,  and  bring  them  nearer  to 
God ;  whereas  none  of  us  can  at  all  understand  how 
grace  is  given  by  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper, 
or  how  the  laying  on  of  the  Apostle's  hands  should 
be  a  channel  of  invisible  grace  and  power.  "We  are 
tempted  therefore  to  undervalue  Sacraments,  that  is, 
to  make  light  of  God's  appointed  means  of  grace ; 
and  thus  the  evil  spirit  has  his  way  in  a  great  mea- 
sure even  with  those  among  us  whom  he  cannot 
quite  persuade  to  be  careless  of  their  souls  alto- 
gether. They  do  not  perhaps  entirely  neglect  the 
Church  and  the  ordinances  of  our  Almighty  Re- 
deemer, but  they  are  far  indeed  from  accounting 
them  high  privileges ;  they  treat  them  indiflfcrently, 
take  as  much  or  as  little  of  them  as  they  please; 
and  so  if  they  do  not  become  positively  irreligious, 
they  fail  of  that  growth  and  improvement  which 
would  be  surely  theirs,  if  they  sought  God  in  all 
His  mysteries. 

Now  as  to  those  persons  who  deal  scornfully  with 
the  whole  subject,  those  who  compare  outward  reli- 
gion with  the  inward  religion  of  the  heart  in  such 


SERMON   XXX.  357 


a  light  and  irreverent  way  as  to  shew  too  clearly 
that  they  care  not  in  earnest  for  either;  such  as 
these  we  cannot  well  instruct  in  the  doctrine  of 
God's  Church,  until  they  have  first  learned  to  think 
a  little  seriously  of  God  Himself.  In  what  I  am 
about  to  say,  therefore,  I  am  not  so  much  addressing 
myself  to  any  such,  as  to  persons  who  wish  to  please 
God,  who  desire  to  be  sincere  and  good  Christians, 
but  who  do  not,  for  one  reason  or  another,  perceive 
the  necessity  of  coming  to  Him  through  His  Church ; 
and  so  far  are  left  open  and  exposed  for  Satan  to 
take  advantage  of. 

I  would  beg  of  such  persons,  first  of  all,  to  con- 
sider seriously  and  very  fairly  how  large  a  portion 
of  the  New  Testament  speaks  the  same  language  as 
St.  Paul  here  in  the  text :  Unto  Him  that  is  able  to 
do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  thinky 
according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us ;  to  Him  be 
ghry  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Jesus  throughout  all 
ageSj  world  without  end.  Why  should  the  Apostle  so 
emphatically  say.  To  Him  be  glory  in  the  Churchy  ex- 
cept that  the  Church  is,  in  some  remarkable  way, 
the  home  and  temple  of  God's  glory  on  earth,  the 
appointed  way  and  mean  whereby  His  mysterious 
purposes  are  to  be  wrought  out,  and  His  victory 
won  over  the  powers  of  darkness?  "Why  had  he 
said  a  little  before,  that  part  of  God's  design  in  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  was,  that  not  only  to  man- 
kind, but  also  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in 
heavenly  places  might  be  known  by  the  Church  the 
manifold  wisdom  of  God  ?  Even  the  angels,  it  seems, 
can  know  of  God's  glory  in  the  Gospel  no  other  way 
than  through  the  Church  of  God;  how  then  can 
those  who  leave  the  Church  out  of  their  thoughts 
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suppose  that  they  have  the  right  notion  of  the 
Gospel  ?  So  also  in  a  prophetic  description  of  the 
same  Church  by  Isaiah.  This  people^  says  the  Lord, 
/  have  formed  for  Myself:  they  shall  shew  forth  My 
praise.  He  does  not  say,  This  or  that  good  Christian, 
This  or  that  righteous  or  religious  soul,  but  generally, 
as  of  a  great  company.  This  people^  an  assembly  and 
congregation  of  persons  bound  together  as  visibly 
and  distinctly  as  the  Israelites  were  united  toge- 
ther in  one  nation.  Some  such  visible  union  among 
His  servants  is  mentioned  by  the  Holy  Ghost  as  the 
great  work  of  God  formed  more  particularly  for  Him- 
self, to  shew  forth  His  praise.  It  must  be  an  outward 
and  visible  union,  such  as  created  beings,  angels  and 
men,  can  take  notice  of,  else  it  could  not  be  said  to 
shew  forth  God's  praise.  That  one  expression,  well 
considered,  is  enough  to  check  the  vain  and  presump- 
tuous notion,  that  every  man  whose  heart  is  right 
is,  as  it  were,  his  own  Church,  and  need  not  trouble 
himself  so  much  about  outward  communion. 

But  indeed  all  the  Prophets  from  the  beginning 
speak  everywhere  the  same  language,  describing  the 
fortunes  of  Christ's  people.  His  own,  His  redeemed, 
under  the  similitude  and  image  of  the  kingdom  of 
Israel,  the  dominion  and  abode  of  God  in  old  time. 
This  is  so  plain,  that  it  came  to  be  a  kind  of  pro- 
verbial expression,  when  the  Church  of  Christ  was  set 
up,  to  call  it  sometimes  Jerusalem  which  is  above, 
sometimes  the  Israel  of  God ;  and  St.  Peter  addressed 
the  members  of  the  Church  by  the  very  same  title 
which  the  Lord  Himself  had  conferred  on  the  twelve 
tribes  at  Mount  Sinai;  Ye  are  a  chosen  generation^ 
a  holy  nation^  a  royal  priesthood^  a  peculiar  people. 
And  it  is  worth  observing,  by  the  way,  how  he  goes 
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on,  connecting  that  holy  and  mysterious  kingdom, 
as  in  the  text,  with  the  setting  forth  of  God's  glory. 
Ye  are  a  royal  priesthood,  a  peculiar  people,  that 
ye  should  shew  forth  the  praises  of  Him  who  hath 
called  you  out  of  darkness  into  His  marvellous  light. 
We  cannot,  it  seems,  in  the  way  which  God  intends 
by  the  Gospel,  shew  forth  His  praises  apart,  one  by 
one;  we  may  and  ought  to  serve  Him  so,  but  the 
peculiar  Gospel  way  of  serving  Him  is  when  we 
serve  Him  as  members  of  His  Church.  "We  must 
be  incorporated  into  His  own  holy  nation,  before  we 
can  so  shew  forth  His  praises.  But  on  this  point  I 
suppose  there  can  be  no  doubt,  it  is  so  very  plain, 
that  the  Jewish  Church  everywhere  is  represented 
as  a  type  and  figure  of  the  great  work  of  God, 
which  He  was  to  accomplish  openly  in  the  world 
by  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Every  one  sees  and  owns  this ;  but  we  do 
not  all  observe  what  follows  from  it,  as  to  the  room 
which  the  holy  Catholic  Church  should  fill  up,  as  it 
were,  in  the  Creed,  and  in  the  thoughts  of  a  Chris- 
tian. We  do  not  all  acknowledge  that  which  God 
surely  intended  in  this  way  to  teach  us ;  that  to  be 
careless  about  Christ's  visible  Church  here  on  earth, 
is  in  fact  to  be  careless  about  the  great  work  and  pur- 
pose of  Him  who  redeemed  us  with  His  Blood. 

Observe  particularly  the  visions  of  the  Prophet 
Daniel ;  the  man  greatly  beloved,  the  St.  John  of 
the  Old  Testament,  to  whom  God  shewed  most 
abundantly  the  future  fortunes  of  His  Church  to  the 
end.  Daniel  at  various  times  saw  great  visions,  which 
represented  to  him  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  and 
the  glory  of  them ;  sometimes  as  the  various  metals 
making  up  a  great  image,  sometimes  as  wild  beasts, 
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or  beasts  of  other  kinds ;  but  in  every  case  destroyed 
by  the  coming  in  of  a  mightier  kingdom ;  a  kingdom 
of  a  different  sort  from  themselves,  yet  a  real  king- 
dom, such  as  mortals  might  take  notice  of;  filling  by 
degrees  the  whole  earth,  and  caused  to  triumph  over 
all  people,  nations,  and  languages.  Do  not  all  such 
prophecies  evidently  point  to  a  real  outward  as  well 
as  inward  union  of  men  in  one  society,  and  not  to 
a  mere  agreement  in  matters  of  faith,  or  merely 
having  charity  one  towards  another  ? 

And  accordingly  we  find  that  when  the  Gospel  was 
actually  left  to  be  preached  in  the  world,  and  the  Son 
of  God  Incarnate  began  the  great  work  which  had 
thus  been  spoken  of  by  His  prophets  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world,  no  other  title  was  given  to  the 
new  state  of  things  than  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  of 
God,  or  of  Christ;  all  of  them  expressions  which 
could  only  be  understood  as  of  something  spiritual 
indeed  and  divine,  but  yet  real,  outward,  visible, 
a  society  known  within  itself,  and  to  others  by  cer- 
tain marks  and  tokens,  such  as  all  might  take  notice 
of  as  readily  as  of  the  difference  between  Jew  and 
Gentile,  or  between  a  Boman  and  an  enemy  of  Bome. 
When  the  people  of  those  days  heard  St.  John  the 
Baptist,  our  Lord,  or  His  disciples,  speaking  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  as  nigh  at  band,  you  may  be  sure 
they  expected  something  outward  and  visible ;  and  so 
far  they  were  right;  but  they  were  very  wrong  in 
imagining  that  it  was  to  be  of  the  same  pompous 
worldly  kind,  and  upheld  by  the  same  methods  of 
force  and  policy,  as  the  kingdoms  of  this  world.  The 
same  Divine  Teacher  who  so  carefully  corrected  their 
error  in  supposing  that  His  kingdom  should  be  of 
this  world,  would  no  doubt  have  set  them  right  on 
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the  other  point  also,  would  have  told  them  that  His 
kingdom  had  nothing  outward  about  it,  if  such  had 
really  been  the  case.  As  it  is,  we  see  that  very 
many  of  His  parables  also  give  such  an  account  of 
the  kingdom,  which  He  was  about  to  set  up,  as  to 
shew  that  it  meant  a  real  visible  company,  united 
within  itself  by  rules  and  ordinances,  and  varying  in 
the  ranks  and  degrees  of  its  members;  spiritual  in- 
deed and  heavenly  in  its  origin,  and  in  the  powers 
which  quicken  and  move  it,  but  having  an  outward 
frame  and  operations  just  as  open  to  men's  notice  as 
any  society  in  this  world.  Thus  much  surely  is  implied 
when  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  likened  to  a  field, 
a  net,  a  family  left  to  itself,  a  company  of  labourers 
set  to  work,  a  choir  of  virgins  preparing  for  a  mar- 
riage  feast,  and  so  on  in  many  other  instances,  which 
they  who  are  familiar  with  their  Bibles  will  easily 
recollect.  And  it  is  observable  that  some  of  these 
parables — for  example,  that  of  our  Lord,  when  He 
compares  Himself  to  a  tree  and  His  disciples  to  the 
branches — were  afterwards  taken  up  by  St.  Paul,  and 
applied  to  the  outward  and  visible  Church  in  his  time. 
Our  Lord  speaks  of  a  vine,  St. Paul  of  an  olive,  but  the 
figure  and  meaning  is  evidently  the  same  in  both.  The 
same  St.  Paul  elsewhere,  and  very  earnestly,  more  than 
once,  exhorts  us  to  consider  our  place  in  the  Church 
like  the  place  of  a  member  in  the  Body,  or  of  a  stone 
builded  into  a  temple ;  and  in  both  parables  all  His 
expressions  shew  that  He  was  thinking  not  only  of 
spiritual  privileges  but  also  of  the  outward  and  visible 
frame  of  the  Church ;  he  had  no  thought  of  the  one 
except  through  the  medium  of  the  other.  The  stones, 
He  tells  us,  are  builded  on  the  foundation  of  the 
Apostles ;  the  limbs  or  members  are  portions  of  that 
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body,  which  was  known  by  its  outward  and  visible 
offices  of  apostles,  prophets,  evangelists,  pastors,  teach- 
ers. Much  more  might  be  produced  from  Scripture 
to  the  same  effect,  but  enough  perhaps  has  been  said 
to  justify  the  remarks  with  which  I  shall  now  follow 
up  the  doctrine  of  an  outward  and  visible  Church, 
thus  plainly  deduced  both  from  the  Prophets  and 
from  the  New  Testament. 

First,  I  observe  that  the  Church  or  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  but  one  all  over  the  world,  instead  of  there 
being,  as  some  appear  to  imagine,  as  many  Churches 
as    there    are    separate    congregations.      The    word 
Churches  is  indeed  often  used,  both  in  Scripture  and 
in  our  common  discourse,  to  that  effect;  as  when 
St.  Paul  speaks  of  the  Churches  of  Galatia,  St.  John 
of  the  seven  Churches  which  are  in  Asia,  and  we 
now-a-days   of  the  Church  of  England,  the  Greek 
Church,  and  the  like.     But  let  us  take  care  to  re- 
member that  those  particular  Churches  are  all  por- 
tions of  a  great  and  holy  society  superior  to  them  all, 
that  is,  they  are  parts  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church ; 
through  it,  and  not  from  any  particular  goodness  or 
holiness  of  their  own,  or  any  particular  benefit  they 
are  of  in  maintaining  Christ's  true  faith  in  the  world, 
not,  I  say,  from  anything  of  this  kind,  but  from  their 
union  severally  with  that  Church  which  was  from  the 
beginning,  do  the  national  particular  Churches  derive 
grace ;  it  is  thus  that  they  are  made  partakers  of  the 
communion  of  saitits.     All  this  must  be  true  if  it  be 
true  that  the  Catholic  Church  is  one,  the  same  now 
that  it  was  at  the  beginning.    The  promise  of  the 
one  Spirit  is  inseparably  connected  in  holy  Scripture 
with  the  supposition  that  there  is  one  Body.     Beware 
then  of  the  too  common  eixor  of  imagining  that  the 
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Church  in  each  country  is  one  only  among  many 
societies  which  good  men  have  agreed  to  form  in 
order  to  spread  the  truth  of  God,  and  reform  the 
world.  Eather  hold  fast,  with  St.  Paul,  this  faith ; 
that  the  Church  visible  is  the  very  body  of  Christ,  to 
which  all  the  promises  are  made,  as  those  of  the  Old 
Testament  were  to  the  Jews. 

Secondly,  since  the  Church  is  outward  and  visible, 
and  resembles  that  of  the  Jews  of  old,  and  since  our 
Saviour  has  likened  it  to  a  tree  having  sound  and 
unsound  branches,  to  a  net  which  gathered  of  every 
kind,  to  a  field  where  com  and  weeds  grew  together ; 
you  will  not  be  too  much  startled,  nor  at  all  oiGfended, 
at  finding  good  and  bad  mingled  in  it,  both  in  this 
and  in  all  former  generations.  No  doubt  it  is  a  per- 
plexing as  well  as  melancholy  thing,  that  into  so  good 
and  perfect  a  work  of  God,  into  the  very  kingdom 
of  heaven,  oiffences,  and  workers  of  iniquity  should 
intrude ;  that  the  very  grace  of  the  Most  High  God, 
and  communion  with  Him  through  His  Incarnate  Son, 
should  ever  be  given  in  vain.  But  since  Scripture 
tells  us  that  so  it  is,  and  since  it  agrees  with  what 
none  can  deny,  the  mixture  of  evil  in  that  creation 
w  hich  at  first  we  know  was  pure,  let  us  not  unfaith- 
fully or  presumptuously  doubt  the  fact  because  it  is 
painful,  and  we  know  not  how  to  explain  it ;  but  let 
us  judge  this  rather,  that  we  must  be  very  much  on 
our  guard,  very  full  of  fear  and  trembling  in  working 
out  our  own  salvation ;  and  very  careful,  in  particular, 
that  we  suffer  not  the  corruptions  of  Churchmen  to 
weaken  our  faith  in  the  holy  Catholic  Church.  Her 
privileges  are  just  the  same,  though  we  or  other  men, 
entrusted  with  them  for  our  trial,  may  abuse  them  to 
our  own  ruin. 
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Thirdly,  let  us  learn  to  consider  what  is  outward 
and  visible  in  the  Church  as  a  pledge  and  token 
of  the  very  grace  of  Christ,  the  inward  and  super- 
natural bond,  which  ties  all  together.  Now,  what 
are  the  chief  outward  things,  the  visible  tokens  of 
Christ's  holy  Catholic  Church?  They  are  chiefly 
these;  first,  the  true  faith,  that  is,  the  pure  Word 
of  God  preached,  and  this  we  have  in  our  creeds  and 
catechisms.  The  second  token  of  the  Catholic  Church 
is,  the  sacraments  duly  ministered  in  all  things  ne- 
cessary to  their  perfection;  and  this  also  we  have 
in  our  Offices  for  the  administration  of  Baptism  and 
the  Lord's  Supper.  For  in  both,  those  who  have 
Christ's  warrant  for  doing  so,  bless  and  administer 
in  nis  Name,  in  one  case  the  water,  in  the  other 
the  bread  and  wine,  according  to  His  divine  ordi- 
nance; and  therefore  we  are  sure  by  faith  that  in 
the  one  the  Holy  Spirit  of  regeneration,  in  the  other 
the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ  are  given  to  all  who 
do  not  render  themselves  unworthy.  But  as  I  ob- 
served, these  Sacraments  must  be  administered  by 
those  who  have  Christ's  warrant  for  doing  so;  and 
this  brings  me  to  the  third  token  of  the  holy  Catholic 
Church :  namely,  communion  with  Christ's  Apostles ; 
ministerial  grace  inherited  from  these  by  continual 
succession,  made  known  by  laying  on  of  hands.  You 
know  that  before  our  Lord  went  into  heaven.  He 
solemnly  committed  the  care  of  His  Church  to  twelve 
Apostles,  breathing  on  them,  and  bidding  them  Ee- 
ceive  t/ie  Holy  Ghost  for  that  purpose.  And  after- 
wards they  went  into  all  nations,  establishing  every- 
where branches  of  the  holy  Church,  by  this  very 
thing,  that  everywhere  they  laid  their  hands  on  some 
of  the  worthiest  converts,  that  they  also  might  re- 
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ceive  the  Holy  Ghost  for  the  office  and  work  of 
bishops  in  the  Church  of  God;  whereby  provision 
being  made  for  other  times,  the  apostolical  seed, 
as  a  venerable  Father  calls  it,  might  be  continued  on 
even  to  our  days ;  the  bishops  of  the  Church  being 
always  so  far  Apostles,  that  they  too  might  from  time 
to  time  consecrate  others  to  fill  up  their  places,  and 
so  this  holy  succession  might  never  fail  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  By  the  especial  grace  and  providence 
of  Almighty  God,  we  of  this  country  have  a  part 
in  this  sacred  inheritance:  we  are  in  communion 
with  the  Apostles,  through  their  successors,  our 
bishops;  who  have  the  treasure  of  grace  by  laying 
on  of  hands,  regularly  quite  down  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Church.  So  that  there  need  be  no  more 
doubt  of  our  bishops  and  priests  standing  in  the 
place  of  those  whom  our  Lord  first  commissioned, 
than  of  the  posterity  of  Aaron  among  the  Jews 
coming  lawfully  into  the  place  of  Aaron,  and  so  being 
warranted  to  minister  as  Aaron  did.  The  succession 
by  blood  in  the  Jewish  priesthood  appears  in  this 
way  as  a  very  remarkable  type  of  the  succession  by 
laying  on  of  hands,  and  so  transmitting  the  Holy 
Ghost  as  it  has  always  existed  in  the  Christian 
priesthood ;  even  as  it  was  prophesied  to  the  Church 
in  the  Book  of  Psalms :  Instead  of  thy  fathers  thou 
shalt  have  children^  whom  thou  mayest  make  princes 
in  all  lands.  That  is,  according  to  the  interpretation 
of  the  early  Fathers,  "  God  will  raise  them  up  a  per- 
petual line  of  spiritual  kings,  who  shall  exercise 
thy  authority  committed  to  them  by  inheritance  from 
Christ,  everywhere  and  always." 

Now,  to  all  who  rightly  fear  God,  it  is  of  the  very 
greatest  consequence  to  be  reasonably  certain  of  the 
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apostolical  authority  of  their  ministers ;  for  this  rea- 
son, most  especially;  that  without  it,  we  cannot  be 
sure  that  we  receive  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ 
in  the  holy  Sacrament  of  the  Eucharist;  since  to 
none  but  His  Apostles  did  our  Lord  give  the  com- 
mission. This  Do  in  remembrance  of  Me.  And  there- 
fore for  the  first  fifteen  hundred  years  from  the  birth 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  no  one,  that  I  can  find,  ever 
thought  of  a  Church  without  a  bishop.  We  unfor- 
tunately are  fallen  on  diifferent  times ;  times  in  which 
the  Church  is  become  too  like  what  Israel  was  in 
those  days  when  there  was  no  king  in  it,  but  every 
man  did  what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes.  People  now 
are  not  content  to  receive  with  humble  faith  the  doc- 
trine that,  where  the  Creeds  and  Scriptures  are  ac- 
knowledged, and  the  Sacraments  duly  administered 
by  the  successors  of  the  Apostles,  there  is  the  Catho- 
lic Church  which  they  are  bound  to  communicate 
with ;  but  they  want  to  set  up  measures  of  their  own, 
they  require  to  see  the  good  done,  to  feel  the  sensible 
workings  of  the  Holy  Ghost  within  them,  that  is, 
in  other  words,  much  as  they  dwell  on  faith,  yet  in 
this  great  matter  of  Church  commimion  they  are  not 
content  to  walk  by  faith,  but  require  sight  and  ex- 
perience to  convince  them ;  like  those  whom  our  Sa- 
viour reproved,  saying.  Except  ye  see  signs  and  won- 
ders ye  will  not  believe. 

Now,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  it,  unless  a  more 
Catholic,  a  more  Christian,  a  more  evangelical  spirit 
than  this,  can  be  somehow  revived  among  the  peo- 
ple of  Christ,  this  want  of  faith  in  the  holy  Church 
will  lead  on  by  degrees,  as  it  has  led  many  of  our 
brethren  in  other  countries,  to  the  slighting  and  put- 
ting by  the  Holy  Scriptures  also.    For  this  is  the  way 
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in  which  antichristian  unbelief  ordinarily  appears  to 
proceed  in  these  later  times.  The  ministerial  com- 
mission is  first  thought  lightly  of,  then  the  holy  Sa- 
craments, and  then  the  great  and  mysterious  doctrines 
of  which  those  Sacraments  are  the  seal,  conveying 
as  it  were,  their  virtue  to  our  very  souls.  In  a  word, 
the  true  doctrine  of  the  Church  must  be  revived 
among  us,  or  we  shall  become  heretics,  or  worse,  be- 
fore we  are  aware.  And  it  is  a  great  mercy  that  in 
order  to  revive  this  doctrine  we  have  only  just  to 
make  use  of  those  helps  and  instructions  which  the 
Prayer-book  of  our  Church,  by  God's  great  mercy, 
affords  for  us.  We  are  not  used  to  mark  it,  but  if 
we  would  look  in  earnest,  we  should  soon  find  that 
the  Prayer-book,  taken  as  it  is  from  the  Prayer-books 
of  the  first  and  best  times,  teaches  everywhere  the 
very  doctrine  which  I  have  now  laid  before  you, 
namely,  that  Christ's  Holy  Catholic  Church  is  a  real 
outward  visible  body,  having  supernatural  grace  con- 
tinually communicated  through  it  by  succession  from 
the  Apostles,  in  whose  place  the  bishops  are.  This 
doctrine  is  taught  more  especially  in  the  solemn 
OflS.ces  for  ordination  of  bishops  and  ministers,  and  in 
the  setting  apart  certain  times  for  that  sacred  work ; 
which  times  are  to  be  kept  by  the  whole  Church  with 
prayer  and  fasting,  to  obtain  God's  blessing  on  those 
who  are  called  to  so  high  and  heavenly  duties.  This 
time,  the  middle  of  September,  is  one  of  those  sea- 
sons; as  you  will  find  on  looking  to  your  calendar 
at 'the  beginning  of  the  Prayer-book.  I  do  but  speak 
the  voice  of  the  Church  herself,  therefore,  when  I 
recommend  all  good  Christians  to  keep  this  Ember- 
week  with  solemn  intercession  to  Almighty  God,  ac- 
companied with  sober  and  religious  fasting,  according 
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to  their  opportunities.  Bemember,  I  say,  this  week 
in  your  prayers,  whether  in  Church  or  at  home,  those 
who  shall  be  ordained  next  Sunday;  and  remember 
also  to  beg  pardon  of  Almighty  God  for  the  little 
value  we  have  hitherto  set  on  the  great  and  rare 
privilege  of  having  the  successors  of  the  Apostles  for 
our  ministers,  and  being  thereby  sure  that  we  have 
Christ's  true  Sacraments.  And  in  this  and  all  other 
respects.  Be  watchful^  and  strengthen  the  things  which 
remain^  and  are  ready  to  die :  for  our  works  have  not 
been  found  perfect  before  our  God. 

HUHSLEY, 

SepL  18,  1836. 


Sixteenth  Sundny  after  Trinity. 
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REV.  xxii.  8,  9. 

"  WTien  I  had  heard  and  seen,  I  fell  down  to  worship  before 
the  feet  of  the  angel  which  shewed  me  these  things.  Then  saith 
he  unto  me,  See  thou  do  it  not ;  for  I  am  thy  fellow-servant, 
and  of  thy  brethren  the  'prophets,  and  of  them  which  keep  the 
sayings  of  this  book:  worship  Ood.'' 

fiOD  is  "about  our  path,  and  about  our  bed,  and 
spieth  out  all  our  ways.  There  is  not  a  word 
in  our  tongue,  but  He  knoweth  it  altogether.  He 
compasseth  us  behind  and  before,  and  layeth  His 
hand  upon  us.  Whither  shall  we  go  from  His 
Spirit  ?  or  whither  shall  we  flee  from  His  presence  ? 
The  darkness  is  no  darkness  to  Him,  but  the  night 
is  as  clear  as  the  day;  the  darkness  and  light  to 
Him  are  both  alike."  Undoubtedly  this  is  the  great 
consideration  of  all  for  keeping  up  the  fear  of  God 
in  men's  hearts ;  yet  He  in  condescension  to  our 
great  infirmity  has  informed  us  besides  of  other  un- 
seen witnesses,  whose  presence,  though  of  course 
unspeakably  less  awful  than  that  of  the  Infinite  and 
Almighty  One,  ha^yet  a  power  over  our  frail  ima- 
ginations, and  may  well  help  to  make  us  ashamed 
and  afraid  when  we  are  tempted  to  the  commission 
of  private  sins.  The  Scriptures,  I  say,  plainly  teach 
us  that  besides  the  presence  of  the  Lord  God  we 
shall  do  well  to  bear  in  mind  the  presence  of  the 
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holy  angels,  as  waiting  on  us  and  ministering  to  our 
salvation.  And  the  Church  in  her  ancient  prayers 
and  services,  which  in  this  as  in  other  things  are 
the  reflection  of  Scripture  light,  teaches  carefully  the 
same  thing,  both  by  the  mention  of  the  blessed 
angels  in  her  sacred  hymns,  and  by  the  appointment 
of  one  day  in  the  year  for  the  remembrance  of  these 
heavenly  ministers,  and  acknowledgment  of  God's 
great  mercy  in  ordaining  them  to  aid  us. 

Nevertheless,  the  weakness  and  sinfulness  of  man 
has  been  busy  about  this  sacred  doctrine  also,  as 
about  all  things  else  relating*  to  the  kingdom  of 
heaven;  and  in  various  times  and  countries  of  the 
earth.  Christians  have  been  apt  to  go  wrong  in  their 
thoughts  and  behaviour  regarding  the  holy  angels, 
in  one  or  other  of  two  ways,  some  by  shewing  them 
a  mistaken  kind  of  honour,  too  near  to  that  which 
is  due  to  our  Saviour  only,  which  is  the  error  both 
of  the  Roman  and  Greek  Christians,  and  has  pre- 
vailed very  widely  over  most  parts  of  the  Church. 
Others,  again,  even  among  those  who  seem  to  try  to 
live  in  the  true  faith  and  fear  of  God,  fearing  to 
think  too  much  of  the  holy  angels,  are  apt  to  leave  off 
thinking  of  them  at  all,  whereby  they  cast  aside  one 
of  the-  helps  which  the  good  Providence  of  God  has 
furnished  them  with,  against  profaneness  and  un- 
belief, and  are  so  far  the  more  in  danger  of  being 
entirely  swallowed  up  in  visible  things,  and  ceasing 
altogether  to  live  the  life  of  faith.« 

Now  the  prophetic  spirit  here  in  the  Book  of  Re- 
velations, the  very  last  book  of  the  Bible,  has  set 
down  what  may  well  serve  for  a  safeguard  against 
both  these  errors.  At  the  end  of  St.  John's  wonder- 
ful and  unspeakable  visions,  throughout  which,  more 
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perhaps  than  in  any  part  of  the  Scripture  besides, 
all  things  had  appeared  to  be  done  by  the  ministry 
of  angels,  the  Apostle,  seeing  and  hearing  these 
great  things,  was  moved,  not  unnaturally,  to  throw 
himself  down  at  the  feet  of  the  angel  who  was  in- 
structing him  ;  whether  mistaking  him  for  our  Lord 
Himself,  or  otherwise  so  far  overcome  by  his  glorious 
appearance,  that  he  could  not  for  the  moment  think 
any  honour  too  great  for  him ;  /  John^  says  he,  mw 
these  things^  and  heard  them^  and  when  I  had  heard  and 
aeeny  I  fell  down  to  worship  before  the  feet  of  the  angel 
which  shewed  me  these  things.  Then  saith  he  unto  me^ 
See  thou  do  it  notj  for  I  am  thy  fellow-servanty  and  of 
thy  brethren  the  prophets^  and  of  them  which  keep  the 
sayings  of  this  book  ;  worship  God.  By  which  words 
of  His  servant,  if  we  would  mark  them  well,  God 
has  effectually  cautioned  us  against  both  the  errors 
above  mentioned;  for  fir6t  to  those  who  mistakenly 
worship  angels,  it  is  written,  See  thou  do  it  not;  I 
am  thy  fellow -servant ;  worship  God  only.  Secondly, 
to  the  profaner  sort,  who  leave  the  blessed  angels 
altogether  out  of  their  remembrance,  it  is  written 
no  less  clearly,  /  am  thy  fellow -servant^  and  the  fel- 
low-servant of  thy  brethren  the  prophets^  and  of  them 
which  keep  the  sayings  of  this  book.  The  angels,  how- 
ever great  and  glorious,  are  our  fellow-servants ;  it 
is  our  duty  then  not  to  forget  them,  but  to  remember 
them  as  such,  and  to  think  seriously  how  much  we 
may  learn  thence  of  God's  mercy  and  our  duty. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  first  of  these  errors;  we 
are  not  perhaps  ourselves  under  any  particular  temp- 
tation to  fall  down  and  worship  the  angels,  but  wo 
may  judge  of  the  causes  which  in  other  times  and 
countries  have  led  men  to  do  so,  by  observing  what 
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happened  even  to  the  great  Apostle,  who  had  not 
only  lain  on  our  Lord's  bosom  when  He  was  among 
us  in  His  state  of  humiliation,  but  had  also  seen 
Him  in  His  glory,  such  as  He  will  come  hereafter 
to  judge  the  world;  with  His  countenance  as  the 
sun  shining  in  his  strength,  His  voice  as  the  sound 
of  many  waters,  and  out  of  His  mouth  that  sharp 
sword  with  which  He  will  rule  the  nations.  St. 
John,  I  say,  who  had  so  lately  seen  our  Lord  in  His 
divine  glory,  even  he,  we  read,  was  two  several  times 
so  overcome  with  what  was  shewn  him  of  the  angels' 
power  and  brightness,  that  he  was  on  the  point  of 
worshipping  before  them.  For  why  ?  Throughout 
the  wonderful  visions,  which  had  been  shewn  him 
of  what  should  happen  to  the  Christian  Church,  it 
would  seem  that  particular  care  was  taken  to  point 
out  how  much  should  be  done  by  the  ministry  of 
angels,  what  glorious  behigs  they  are,  and  how 
deeply  concerned  in  what  God  is  doing  for  our 
souls,  as  they  had  been  from  the  beginning  con- 
cerned in  His  dealings  with  the  Jewish  nation.  As 
to  their  number  and  glory,  St.  John  writes,  That 
when  a  door  was  opened  in  heaven^  and  the  very 
secrets  of  the  courts  of  the  Most  High  were  in  a 
manner  revealed  to  him,  he  heard  the  voice  of  many 
angels  round  about  the  throne^  and  the  beasts^  and  the 
elders ;  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten  thousand  times 
ten  thousand^  and  thousands  of  thousands  ;  saying  with 
a  hud  voicey  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  which  was  slain  to 
receive  power^  and  riches^  and  wisdom^  and  strength^ 
and  honour y  and  glory^  and  blessing.  By  this  song  of 
glory  to  the  Lamb  we  may  understand  the  interest 
which  the  blessed  angels  take  in  the  mystery  of 
godliness,  and  of  our  redemption -by  the  Cross  of  our 
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Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  even  as  in  the  Gospel  we  read 
how  they  sung  their  Christmas  hymn  on  the  birth- 
night  of  our  blessed  Lord,  and  how  in  all  times  they 
rejoice  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth. 

It  is  further  remarkable  that  in  the  Book  of  Ee- 
velations  almost  every  great  work  which  Almighty 
God  represents  Himself  as  accomplishing  for  His 
Church,  is  wrought  by  the  ministry  of  some  ap- 
pointed angel.  To  them  seems  to  be  assigned  the 
duty  of  controlling  the  winds  and  waters  and  the 
powers,  as  they  are  called,  of  nature.  Thus  in  one 
place,  four  angels  are  seen  standing  on  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  earth,  holding  the  four  winds  of  the  earth ; 
and  another  angel  sealing  the  servants  of  God  in  their 
foreheads.  An  angel  offers  the  prayers  of  the  saints 
with  incense,  before  God,  and  then  fills  the  censer 
with  fire  of  the  altar,  and  casts  it  on  the  earth,  and 
it  causes  commotions  great  and  terrible.  When 
mighty  changes  are  to  take  place,  represented  by 
dreadful  storms,  burning  mountains,  stars  falling, 
the  heavenly  bodies  darkened,  earthquakes,  the  bot- 
tomless pit  opened,  and  the  like,  in  each  case  it  is 
one  of  God's  angels  who  by  the  sound  of  the  trum- 
pet brings  that  sore  judgment  upon  a  guilty  world. 
Angels  are  seen  fighting  with  Michael  against  the 
Dragon ;  angels  are  entrusted  with  the  vials  of  God's 
wrath  to  be  poured  out  on  the  offending  Church ;  an 
angel  binds  the  great  Serpent,  that  he  may  not  de- 
ceive the  nations ;  and  we  know  by  our  Lord's  own 
prophecy  that  to  angels  will  be  committed  at  the  last 
day  the  task  of  gathering  together  the  elect,  and  of 
clearing  the  Church  of  all  things  that  offend,  and 
of  them  that  do  iniquity. 

Yet  more  particularly  does  the  Book  of  Revelation 
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represent  the  blessed  angels  as  declaring  and  com- 
municating to  the  people  of  God  His  will  and  His 
warnings  on  all  the  greatest  occasions.  For  example, 
a  strong  angel  is  seen  calling  the  attention  of  the 
whole  world  to  the  mysterious  Gospel  of  God,  pro- 
claiming with  a  loud  voice,  WJio  is  worthy  to  open 
the  booky  and  to  loose  the  seals  thereof?  Mighty 
angels  come  down  from  time  to  time,  giving  notice 
to  the  faithful  of  the  more  awful  changes  in  the 
course  of  God's  dispensations.  Angels  commune 
with  St.  John,  now  bidding  him  to  eat  up  the  little 
book  or  mysterious  scroll  of  prophecy,  now  to  mea- 
sure the  desolated  temple  of  God ;  and  again,  shew- 
ing him  first  the  glory,  then  the  condemnation,  and 
finally  the  ruin  of  Babylon,  the  last  being  wonder- 
fully tjrpified  by  a  great  millstone  cast  into  the  sea. 
And  hereupon  it  was,  as  afterwards  at  the  revelation 
of  the  final  glory  of  the  Church  in  her  eternal  state, 
that  St.  John  was  so  overpowered  by  the  majestic 
sight  and  voice  of  the  heavenly  messenger,  and  the 
deep  things  which  he  made  known  to  him,  that  he 
could  not  refrain  from  falling  at  his  feet  to  worship 
him.  And  it  might  well  seem  to  him,  that  as  in  the 
Old  Testament  the  Lord  God  did  nothing  but  He 
revealed  His  secret  to  His  servants  the  propJiets^  so 
now  also  in  the  kingdom  or  Church  of  His  Son,  He 
did  and  declared  all  things  by  the  ministry  of  angels ; 
through  them  both  His  power  and  His  wisdom  did, 
as  it  were,  stream  down  on  mankind.  This  being 
an  apparent  truth  from  the  whole  course  of  the  visions 
shewn  to  the  beloved  disciple,  it  was  the  more  need- 
ful  to  warn  both  him  and  all  who  in  after  times  should 
read  those  visions  not  to  attribute  overmuch  to  those 
glorious  angels,  any  more  than  they  might  to  the 
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sacred  prophets  of  old ;  to  be  aware  that  their  mighty 
deeds  and  words  were  not  theirs,  but  the  Lord's  whom 
they  serve  as  we  do ;  and  that  they  might  not  be  wor- 
shipped any  more  than  Moses,  or  Daniel,  or  any  other 
great  saint  by  whom  God  had  wrought  or  revealed 
wonderful  things. 

I  suppose,  however,  no  considerate  person  will 
deny  that  great  as  the  error  would  be  of  worship- 
ping the  angels,  it  is  not  that  error  concerning  them 
to  which  we  of  this  generation  here  in  England  are 
most  tempted ;  we  are  much  more  likely  to  sink  into 
a  profane  and  unthankful  disregard  of  their  being, 
and  of  all  they  do  for  us. 

Some  persons  may  perhaps  think  it  a  matter  of 
small  consequence  whether  they  ever  meditate  on 
the  holy  angels  or  no.  " Surely,"  they  may  say,  "if 
we  think  much  of  God  Almighty,  and  of  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  that  will  be  quite  enough  for  all  pur- 
poses of  devotion,  there  is  no  need  to  look  any  lower ; 
nay,  it  will  be  wrong  to  waste  our  affection  on  any 
created  spirits."  This  sounds  good  and  devout,  but 
it  cannot  be  depended  on,  for  two  reasons ;  first,  it 
will  not  hold,  if  we  apply  it  to  the  saints  living  on 
earth ;  we  are  surely  bound  to  cherish  and  revere 
them,  neither  is  our  doing  so  any  disparagement  to 
the  unapproachable  honour  of  Christ  our  only  Sa- 
viour ;  why  then  should  it  be  wrong  to  have  thank- 
ful and  reverential  thoughts  of  these  also  !ffis  saints 
in  heaven  ? 

In  the  next  place,  does  it  not  seem  rather  disre- 
spectful to  Almighty  God  Himself,  if  we  leave  en- 
tirely out  of  our  thought  those  of  whom  He  has  told 
us  so  much  ?  From  beginning  to  end  of  His  mighty 
works  both  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New  Testament  we 
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find  the  holy  angels  mentioned,  as  of  set  purpose,  as 
His  ministers  and  messengers.  The  Law  was  ordained 
by  angels,  the  Gospel  first  proclaimed  by  angels,  the 
Son  of  God  being  seen  of  angels,  is  part  of  the  great 
mystery  of  godliness ;  angels  will  gather  together 
the  elect,  and  bind  up  for  punishment  evil  spirits 
and  bad  men;  the  Christian  Church,  as  we  have 
seen  from  the  Book  of  Eevelation,  is  beholding  to 
angels  for  constant  ministration  and  care;  to  say 
nothing  of  the  hints  which  appear  from  time  to 
time  in  this  divine  book  as  if  individual  Christians 
too  had  their  several  angels  to  look  after  them.  We 
cannot  well  imagine  that  perfectly  indifferent  to  us, 
which  is  so  studiously  presented  to  our  notice  in  the 
books  which  were  written  aforetime  for  our  learning, 
the  Scriptures  in  which  we  have  eternal  life.  God, 
who  knows  what  is  fittest  for  us,  and  what  our  frail 
nature  most  requires  by  way  of  help,  has  condescended 
in  His  word  to  tell  us  many  things  whereby  we  may 
the  better  imagine  and  represent  to  our  minds  His 
manner  of  working  both  in  the  visible  and  in  the  in- 
visible world.  He  has  drawn  our  attention  to  the 
sea,  the  lightning,  the  sun  going  forth  in  his  might, 
and  many  other  of  the  most  remarkable  among  what 
are  called  the  works  of  nature,  and  has  taught  us  to 
make  use  of  all  these  as  so  many  signs  and  pledges 
of  His  awful  presence  and  power  here  below.  Is  it 
not  becoming  a  devout  and  believing  mind  to  take 
notice  of  these  things,  and  meditate  on  them  accord, 
ingly  as  true  tokens  from  the  Most  High  ? 

In  like  manner  many  hints  are  given  us  of  the 
works  and  ways  of  God  in  that  world  which  we  cannot 
see  with  our  eyes ;  of  His  ministering  spirits  sent  forth 
to  minister  to  them  who  shall  he  heirs  of  salvation^  having 
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charge  over  His  saints,  to  keep  them  in  all  their  ways^ 
hearing  them  in  their  hands  that  they  hurt  not  their  foot 
against  a  stone ;  tarrying  round  about  them  to  deliver 
them ;  made  winds,  and  flames  of  fire,  that  is,  won- 
derfully working  with  and  in  what  we  call  natural 
things  for  the  good  of  God's  servants  on  earth ;  all 
this,  over  and  above  their  more  express  and  open 
ministrations,  coming  and  going  on  sundry  messages 
between  God  and  His  faithful  servants;  waiting  on 
the  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apostles,  and  most  espe- 
cially on  the  Son  of  God.  Any  one  who  considers 
what  he  reads  in  his  Bible  will  find  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  sacred  history  of  God's  dealings  with 
man  is  taken  up  with  accounts  of  things  done  by 
angelic  ministrations;  and  it  stands  by  reason  that 
Almighty  God  intended  us  to  notice  this,  and  bear  it 
in  mind;  we  may  be  sure,  whether  we  can  discern 
it  or  no,  that  some  practical  harm  will  come  of  it  if 
we  leave  God's  holy  angels  out  of  our  thoughts.  He 
will  surely  punish  one  way  or  another  those  who 
pretend  to  be  wiser  than  He  is. 

However,  in  this  case  one  may  easily  enough  per- 
ceive something  of  the  harm  which  men  bring  on 
themselves  by  slighting  the  mention  He  has  made  of 
His  holy  angels.  For  example,  when  we  are  in 
Church,  God  has  told  us  to  mind  our  outward  be- 
haviour, for  this  very  reason,  because  of  the  angels ; 
those  blessed  spirits,  we  may  be  sure,  are  gathered 
invisibly  round  God's  altar  in  this  and  all  other 
Christian  Churches,  as  they  once  were  visibly  assem- 
bled round  the  altar  in  the  Jewish  temple,  when 
Isaiah  saw  them  in  his  terrible  vision ;  they  are  with 
us  in  our  holy  services,  and  who  can  doubt  that  it  is 
a  grief  and  a  provocation  to  them  when  they  behold 
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the  light  and  careless  conduct,  the  shameless  irreve- 
rence in  posture,  look,  and  word,  in  which  too  many 
continually  allow  themselves,  who  would  be  thought 
to  have  the  fear  of  God  in  their  hearts.  Surely  the 
consideration  of  the  holy  angels  watching  our  be- 
haviour in  Church  would  be  a  great  help  to  serious 
and  reverent  attention ;  surely  it  would  not  be  with- 
out power  to  make  us  ashamed  and  afraid  of  our  want 
of  devotion.  After  your  first  devotions  on  coming 
into  a  Church,  instead  of  looking  round  to  see  who 
are  there,  instead  of  thinking  on  them  and  marking 
their  demeanour,  how  much  better  would  it  be,  could 
you  bring  yourselves  to  reflect  that  now  God's  holy 
angels  are  on  all  sides  around  you ;  if  a  whole  as- 
sembly of  good  men  were  looking  at  you,  you  would 
be  ashamed  and  afraid  to  indulge  in  profane  beha- 
viour; how  much  more  if  you  have  faith  to  discern 
the  host  of  heaven,  with  their  eyes  fixed  upon  you ! 

Again,  it  is  no  small  loss  men  bring  on  themselves, 
by  letting  their  thoughts  dwell  too  entirely  on  this  or 
that  friend  of  their  own,  this  or  that  person  in  whose 
piety  and  goodness  they  are  come  to  have  entire  con- 
fidence. Too  many  there  are  who  in  this  way  make 
an  idol  of  some  frail  mortal  or  other ;  it  may  do  such 
an  one  good  to  know  and  consider,  that  after  all 
there  are  beings  brighter  and  more  perfect  than  those 
whom  he  most  admires  on  earth ;  beings  of  whom  we 
are  quite  sure  that  thej  fulfil  God^a  commandment^  and 
hearken  unto  the  voice  of  His  words ;  in  their  case  wo 
have  none  of  the  painful  uncertainty  which  often  if 
not  always  overclouds  our  judgment  concerning  the 
best  of  our  friends  here;  we  may  safely  and  posi- 
tively reckon  on  their  approving  us,  and  feeling  with 
us,  in  whatever  we  do  right,  and  therefore  have  no 
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occasion,  for  fear  of  being  left  alone,  to  bind  ourselves 
down  to  the  exact  following  of  any  man  or  set  of 
men;  we  need  not  shrink,  or  be  ashamed,  for  they 
that  be  with  us  are  more,  depend  on  it,  than  they 
that  be  against  us. 

Those  words  suggest  a  third  caution ;  namely,  that 
in  our  plans  and  proceedings  in  life,  in  the  part  we 
choose,  and  in  the  steps  we  take,  we  be  not  carried 
away  by  present  and  visible  results,  nor  think  we 
have  failed  altogether  if  we  see  no  fruit  of  our  labours 
for  a  time.  It  may  be  you  have  not  succeeded  in 
making  this  or  that  man  your  friend,  whose  support 
you  regard  as  of  great  consequence;  what  matter, 
if  the  Lord  his  God  be  his  friend,  and  have  given  His 
holy  angels  charge  concerning  him  ?  The  servant  of 
Elisha  thought  himself  and  his  master  left  alone  in 
the  midst  of  desperate  enemies,  but  God  opened  his 
eyes  that  he  saw,  and  behold  the  mountain  was  all 
full  of  horses  and  chariots  of  fire  round  about  Elisha. 
Such  is  the  vision  which  they  behold  by  faith,  who 
are  wise  enough  to  look  beyond  the  mere  contrivances 
and  powers  of  this  present  world,  and  to  believe  that 
the  angels  of  God  are  with  them  of  a  truth  to  help 
them  in  good  ways.  All  these  good  and  comfortable 
thoughts  men  lose,  and  fall  into  the  opposite  tempta- 
tions of  idolizing  one  another,  of  depending  on  an 
arm  of  flesh,  of  polluting  their  devotions  by  thoughts 
of  how  others  are  judging  them ;  by  neglecting  what 
Scripture  teaches  of  the  holy  angels. 

And  if  one  could  see  no  other  harm  in  this  negli- 
gent way,  surely  it  would  be  harm  enough,  that  by 
such  negligence  we  mar,  as  it  were,  and  maim  and 
injure  the  Communion  of  saints.  For,  as  this  very 
verse  teaches,  the  Communion  of  saints,  the  blessed 
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and  mysterious  Union  of  the  subjects  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  one  everiasting  and  holy  kingdom,  would  be  in 
some  sort  incomplete  without  the  holy  angels  minis- 
tering to  it,  and  serving  God  in  their  appointed 
places.  I  am  thy  fellow-servantj  says  the  angel  to 
St.  John ;  the  angels,  then,  have  a  portion  in  God's 
household,  and  we  who  are  in  the  same  household, 
though  in  a  much  lower  station,  owe  them  the  duty 
of  fellow-servants ;  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  their 
constant  labours  to  fulfil  the  commandment  of  our 
common  Lord  and  Creator,  and  promote  His  glorious 
kingdom;  to  provide  for  them  as  large  a  portion  as 
possible  of  that  joy  wherein  they  delight  over  one  sin- 
ner that  repenteth;  to  comfort  and  strengthen  our- 
selves with  meditating  on  them  now  they  are  out 
of  sight,  and  with  hoping  hereafter  to  see  them  in 
God's  heavenly  kingdom.  I  say,  it  is  the  privilege 
of  all  Christians  to  think  thus  of  the  blessed  angels : 
they  are  the  fellow-servants,  not  of  St.  John  only, 
the  great  and  holy  Apostle,  and  of  his  brethren  the 
prophets,  but  in  general  of  all  them  that  keep  the 
sayings  of  this  book ;  not  only  the  great  and  favoured 
Apostles,  Prophets,  and  Martyrs ;  not  only  those  who 
in  the  Scriptures  are  themselves  sometimes  called 
angels,  but  all  faithful  men  without  exception,  in  the 
performance  of  their  baptismal  vow,  have  communion 
and  fellowship  with  the  holy  angels,  have  reason  to 
dread  their  chastising  hand  if  they  are  guilty  of  any 
profaneness,  and  to  reckon  on  their  ministering  aid 
in  their  endeavour  to  keep  God's  commandments. 

If  we  have  reason  to  confess  that  hitherto  we  have 
been  but  too  forgetful  of  this  as  of  the  other  bless- 
ings and  glories  of  our  Christian  calling,  let  us  how- 
ever from  this  day  forth  try  to  have  a  more  devout 
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mind;  let  us  endeavour  to  think  of  the  blessed  an- 
gels as  the  Church  instructs  us  to  think  of  them ;  to 
check  ourselves  by  the  recollection  of  their  presence 
in  lesser  faults  and  irregularities^  and  want  of  self- 
respect  when  we  seem  to  be  alone.  There  are  many 
such  things  which  seem  hardly  grave  enough  to  be 
ordered  by  appeal  to  the  Presence  of  the  Most  High 
God  Himself,  yet  they  amount  in  course  of  time  to 
a  serious  evil  and  hindrance  in  Christian  perfection ; 
and  it  is  well  in  respect  of  such  things  to  supply  the 
want  of  earthly  witnesses  by  the  remembrance  of 
those  who  are  heavenly.  They  who  are  thus  careful 
to  behave  themselves  so  as  that  the  blessed  angels 
shall  approve  of  their  doings  when  alone,  they  may 
encourage  themselves  in  their  solitary  sufferings  and 
in  their  solitary  labours  also  with  the  angelic  presence, 
as  with  other  consoling  promises  of  Scripture ;  yet  all 
the  while  worshipping  God  only,  and  putting  their 
trust  in  Him  alone  for  every  one  of  His  heavenly  and 
saving  mercies;  and  so  endeavouring  to  join  with 
them,  though  unworthily  and  under  their  feet,  in 
that  divine  hymn  wherein  now  as  of  old  they  lead  the 
unceasing  devotions  of  the  Church  of  God, — Holy^ 
Holi/y  Holy  is  the  Lord  of  Hosts  ;  the  whole  heaveUy  and 
the  whole  earthy  is  full  of  the  majesty  of  His  ghry. 

HURSLEY, 

8t  Michael,  \%^1 . 
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ST.  LUKE  xviii.  8. 

"  When  the  Son  of  Man  comet h,  shall  He  find  faith  on 

the  earth  V 

TT  is  sometimes  said,  when  people  are  speaking  of 
the  difference  between  the  Gospel  and  the  Law, 
that  it  lies  chiefly  in'  God's  making  Himself  known 
by  fear  in  the  Law,  and  by  love  and  mercy  in  the 
Gospel,  as  though  there  were  no  promises  in  the  Law, 
no  wonderful  deliverances  and  examples  of  mercy 
both  to  persevering  saints  such  as  Abraham,  and  to 
penitent  sinners  such  as  David ;  as  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  were  no  terrors  in  the  Gospel,  no  judg- 
ment to  come  foretold,  no  mention  of  a  worm  un- 
dying  and  a  fire  unquenched,  no  wrath  of  the  Lamb 
threatened,  no  declaration  that  our  God  also,  as  well 
as  the  God  of  the  Jews,  is  a  consuming  fire.  All 
things  considered,  it  would  perhaps  be  wise  and  true, 
should  we  say  that  all  the  warnings  of  the  Law,  both 
in  the  way  of  promise  and  threatening,  are  extremely, 
infinitely  heightened  in  the  Gospel,  For  example, 
what  does  the  fifth  Commandment  offer  us?  Long 
life  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  What  is  it  will  answer 
to  this  in  the  New  Testament  ?  Everlasting  life  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  As  is  the  difference  between 
Canaan  and  heaven,  long  life  and  everlasting  life,  such 
is  the  difference  between  the  condition  of  believers 
before  Christ  came  and  after.  And  the  condition  of 
unbelievers  or  apostates  now  must  be  proportionably 
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more  awful,  as  the  Apostle  directly  teaches  ;  He  that 
despised  Moses*  law  died  without  mercy ^  under  two  or 
three  witnesses  ;  of  how  much  sorer  punishment^  suppose 
ye^  shall  he  he  thought  worthy^  who  hath  trodden  under 
foot  the  Son  of  God  !  In  a  word,  both  the  sunshine 
and  the  lightning  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  are  in- 
finitely keener  in  their  kind,  than  those  of  the  Law. 

I  wish  now  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  remarkable 
instance  of  the  greater  awfulness  of  the  Gospel ;  the 
tone,  namely,  of  our  Saviour's  prophetic  warnings,  as 
compared  with  those  of  His  servants.  The  Lord  of 
all,  the  Prince  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  the  Master, 
and  Owner,  and  Euler  of  the  great  work  which  was 
just  going  to  begin  upon  earth,  is  far  sadder,  yet 
calmer,  in  His  forebodings  regarding  the  end  of  that 
work,  than  any  of  His  human  disciples  and  mes- 
sengers. Daniel,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  St.  Paul,  St.  John, 
all  had  their  visions  of  glory  as  well  as  of  decay ; 
but  our  Lord's  predictions,  as  far  as  the  world  is 
concerned,  seem  uniformly  to  point  to  such  a  state  of 
things  as  the  text  evidently  describes;  a  condition 
in  which  it  will  seem  doubtful  whether  there  will  be 
such  a  thing  as  true  Christian  faith  anywhere  on 
earth  to  meet  the  Son  of  Man  at  His  coming.  Again, 
Jeremiah,  St.  Paul  and  the  rest,  seem  astonished  and 
indignant  when  they  speak  of  such  general  apostasy, 
as  though  it  were  something  too  bad,  and  beyond 
expectation;  Jeremiah  expostulating.  Why  art  thou 
become  as  a  stranger  in  thine  own  land  ?  and  St.  Paul 
mentioning  in  a  tone  of  surprise,  that  on  a  certain 
occasion  no  man  stood  by  him,  but  all  men  forsook 
him;  whereas  our  Lord,  as  being  indeed  He  who 
trieth  the  reins  and  the  hearts,  who  declareth  to  man 
his  thoughts,  and  knows  the  words  of  our  tongues 
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before  they  are  spoken;  our  Lord,  as  knowing  to 
the  bottom,  the  depth  of  that  evil  which  lurks  in 
the  heart  of  man,  foretels  calmly  the  degeneracy 
of  Christians,  and  the  falling  away  of  great  part  of 
His  Church.  Because  iniquity  shall  abound^  the  love 
of  the  greater  part  shall  wax  cold.  Days  shall  come 
when  ye  shall  desire  to  see  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son 
of  Many  and  shall  not  see  it.  As  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Noe^  and  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Lot^  so  shall  also  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  be.  And  here  in  the  text, 
after  providing  those  who  would  receive  it,  with  en- 
couragement against  those  evil  days,  He  adds,  if  one 
may  so  speak,  mournfully,  Nevertheless  when  the  Son 
of  Man  comethy  shall  He  find  faith  on  the  earth  ?  That 
He  is  speaking  especially  with  reference  to  the  last 
days,  the  days  when  the  Church,  as  it  should  seem, 
must  expect  to  be  more  afflicted  and  persecuted  than 
ever,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  since  His  words  an- 
swer so  exactly  to  the  vision  of  His  Apostle  St.  John, 
who  saw  under  the  altar  the  souls  of  those  who  were 
beheaded  for  the  word  of  God  and  the  testimony  of 
Jesus  Christ;  and  they  cried,  and  said,  How  lonffj 
0  Lordy  holy  and  truCy  dost  Tlwu  not  pity  and  avenge 
our  blood  of  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?  Surely  this 
is  the  very  picture  of  the  elect  of  our  Lord  in  His 
parable,  crying  day  and  night  unto  God  that  He  would 
avenge  them  of  their  adversary. 

God  bears  long  with  them,  takes  time  before  He 
punishes  those  who  despitefully  use  them  and  perse- 
cute them ;  and  so  in  the  vision  the  saints  were  weary 
of  waiting,  and  cried  out,  0  Lordy  how  long  ?  But 
again,  the  assurance  in  the  parable.  He  will  avenge 
them  speedily^  comes  to  the  same  as  those  under  the 
altar  being  bidden  to  rest  yet  a  little  while,  until  their 
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fellow-servants  also  should  be  fulfilled,  and  their  bre- 
thren which  were  to  be  killed  as  they.  Therefore, 
we  conclude  that  our  Saviour  in  the  text  is  speaking 
of  the  latter  days  of  the  Church,  when  Christ's  saints 
and  martyrs  in  Paradise  shall  have  been  long  waiting 
for  their  entire  deliverance,  and  for  the  vengeance  of 
their  deliverer  on  the  Church's  oppressors.  And  He 
warns  us  that  long  waiting,  long  as  it  will  appear  to 
us,  though  in  the  sight  of  God  but  a  little  time, 
a  mere  taking  breath  before  a  speedy  vengeance; 
Christ  warns  us,  I  say,  that  that  long  waiting  of  the 
saints  will  be  a  too  general  excuse  for  unbelief  and 
apostasy :  /  tell  you^  He  says,  God  wiU  avenge  His  own 
speedily ;  nevertheless  when  the  Son  of  Man  cometh^  will 
He  find  faith  on  the  earth  ?  The  world  and  the  Church 
are  full  of  warnings ;  the  prophecies  are  express ;  all 
reason,  all  Scripture,  tell  one  way,  and  all  pretend  to 
believe :  yet  will  there  be  no  true  faith,  no  such  faith 
at  least  as  that  to  which  the  promises  are  made,  no 
faith  to  remove  mountains,  to  stop  lions'  mouths,  to 
take  up  the  Cross  and  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever 
He  may  lead  us  in  the  path  of  suffering.  Thus  the 
prophecy  comes  to  the  same  with  so  many  other  of 
our  Lord's  warnings ;  that  if  not  faith  in  general,  at 
least  the  faith  of  martyrs,  will  fail  in  the  last  days. 
By  such  ease  and  worldly  indulgences  people  will 
have  unfitted  themselves  to  bear  the  Cross,  and  so, 
when  the  great  tribulation  comes,  it  will  find  them 
unprepared,  and  too  many  will  fell  away. 

These  are  sad  and  sorrowful  expectations,  but  are 
they  not,  on  the  whole,  and  on  quiet  consideration, 
the  sum  and  substance  of  our  Lord's  own  prophecies 
concerning  the  future  fortunes  of  His  Church  on  earth  ? 
We  may  not  love  to  look  at  things  in  such  a  way ;  it 
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may  seem  to  us  more  encouraging,  more  profitable,  to 
dwell  on  the  brighter  part  only  of  the  picture  which 
the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  prophets  has  drawn  of  the 
Church  to  come ;  but  in  the  meantime,  sure  it  is,  such 
are  our  Lord's  own  words,  which  it  must  concern  us 
to  take  notice  of,  as  much  at  least  as  any  words  of  His 
messengers ;  more  especially  as  He  Himself  concludes 
the  most  minute  and  precise  of  His  prophecies  on  the 
subject,  by  those  well-known  and  awful  words.  What 
I  say  unto  you  I  say  unto  all^  Watch.  Therefore,  pain- 
ful as  the  thought  may  be,  it  must  be  our  wisdom  and 
our  duty  to  our  blessed  Lord  to  think  ourselves  and 
our  times  in  great  danger.  Whatever  that  evil  power, 
known  by  the  name  of  Antichrist,  may  be,  it  must 
concern  faithful  Christians,  as  the  world  grows  older, 
to  take  more  and  more  notice  of  the  evil  tempers  and 
habits  which  are  to  go  before  him,  lest  haply  they, 
without  knowing  it,  become  guilty  of  preparing  his 
way.  For  all  the  prophecies  unite  in  telling  us, 
that  Antichrist,  Christ's  great  enemy  on  earth,  the 
man  of  sin,  the  denier  of  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
whenever  he  does  come,  will  not  come  suddenly,  but 
there  will  be  a  falling  away  first.  Perilous  times  are 
to  come,  and  a  great  apostasy,  and  then  shall  that 
Wicked  One  be  revealed.  Let  us  take  care,  then,  for 
we  can  none  of  us  be  certain  but  that  ours  are  the 
very  days  in  which  this  preparation  for  Antichrist  is 
going  on:  the  sins  of  this  time,  the  sins  to  which  we 
are  most  tempted,  may  be,  for  aught  we  know,  the 
very  sins  which  are  to  ripen  in  the  world,  and  grow 
rank,  until  he,  Satan's  chief  agent  and  minister,  shall 
come  to  make  his  harvest  of  them. 

Now,  what  is  the  great,  the  prevailing  sin,  of  this 
age  ?    Is  it  not  the  very  same  as  that  which  our  Lord 
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teaches  us  to  expect  will  prevail  towards  the  time  of 
His  second  coming,  that  is,  blind,  stubborn  unbelief? 
Other  ages  have  been  superstitious,  have  lived  in  low, 
unworthy,  hard,  or  cruel  notions  of  God ;  have  feared 
to  imagine  Him  so  very  near  them  as  the  holy  Gospel 
represents  Him,  and  so  have  invented  to  themselves 
other  niediators,  and  not  trusted  in  Christ  only ;  but 
it  is  the  fault  of  this  age  to  be  wanting  in  the  fear  of 
God,  and  the  fear  of  God  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom  ; 
where  no  fear  is,  there,  depend  on  it,  can  be  no 
true  nor  devout  faith.  The  way  of  this  age  is,  to 
speak  of  God  boldly,  to  think  of  death  boldly,  to 
talk  over  the  Bible  boldly,  to  judge  boldly  of  all 
Church  matters ;  each  man  takes  it  for  granted,  that 
he  himself  knows  well  enough,  or  can  easily  find  out, 
the  things  which  are  good  for  his  soul ;  and  he  will 
attend  to  them  when  and  how  he  pleases,  he  will 
not  be  dictated  to  by  any.  In  the  meantime  the 
general  way  of  going  on  too  clearly  shews  that  let 
people  pretend  what  they  will,  let  them  deceive  them- 
selves never  so  skilfully  (for  the  sort  of  persons  I  am 
now  thinking  of  are  quite  as  sharp  in  deceiving  them- 
selves as  others),  they  are  most  of  them  going  on  with- 
out any  real  faith  in  the  great  truths  which  the  Scrip- 
tures teach,  and  which  the  Catechism  so  plainly  sums 
up.  They  do  not  believe  that  they  themselves  are 
members  of  Christ,  children  of  God,  and  inheritors  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  They  do  not  believe  that  by 
holy  Baptism  they  are  really  in  a  state  of  salvation, 
saved  already,  not  only  hoping  to  be  saved,  from  the 
world  and  their  own  lusts,  if  they  would  but  use  their 
privileges.  They  do  not  believe  that  they  themselves 
are  what  the  Jews  were  of  old,  only  in  a  much  higher 
sense,  a  royal  priesthood^  a  holy  nation^  the  elect  people 
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of  God.  They  do  not  believe  that  their  bodies  are  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  each  one  of  them,  both 
soul  and  body,  is  the  temple  of  the  living  God,  the 
Spirit  of  God  dwelling  in  them.  Whatever  they  read 
or  hear  about  a  change  of  nature,  a  new  creature,  a  new 
birth,  a  washing,  sanctification,  justification,  in  the 
Name  of  the  Lord  JesuSy  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God^ 
they  look  upon  as  something  in  which  they  are  not  yet 
concerned,  though  they  hope  (in  their  more  thoughtful 
moments)  they  may  be  so  one  day ;  but  in  the  mean- 
time they  think  little  of  their  daily  sins  and  neglects 
of  plain  duty,  as  though,  they  being  as  yet  only  in 
a  kind  of  heathen  state,  such  things  could  not  be 
avoided,  and  brought  no  such  very  great  increase  of 
guilt  with  them.  Little  indeed  do  they  imagine,  what 
yet  Scripture  plainly  teaches,  that  their  sins,  as  the 
sins  of  Christians,  require  a  far  bitterer  and  more 
painful  repentance,  than  they  would  if  those  who  com- 
mitted them  were  indeed  heathens  —  little  do  they 
think  of  the  seven  other  spirits,  more  wicked  than  the 
first,  who  returned  to  dwell  in  the  house  which  the 
good  spirit  had  left  empty ;  or  of  the  failure  of  all 
sacrifice  for  sin  to  those  who  go  on  sinning  wilfully 
after  they  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the  truth ;  or 
of  the  unspeakable  loss  which  they  sustain,  even  though 
forgiven  at  last  on  their  deep  repentance,  who  being 
once  illuminated,  by-and-by  fall  away.  All  these  are 
plain  lessons  of  Scripture,  and  yet  they  go  for  nothing 
with  the  ordinary  sort  of  believers,  because  in  good 
truth  they  are  not  believers  as  far  as  their  present 
privileges,  the  blessings  they  have  by  the  Church,  are 
concerned.  As  the  Jews  would  not  humble  them- 
selves, because  they  would  not  believe  Christ  in  sight, 
so  our  age  refuses  to  humble  itself,  because  it  will  not 
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believe  Christ  dwelling  among  us  by  His  Church, 
coming  to  us  by  His  Sacraments,  dwelling  in  us  by 
His  Holy  Spirit.     Our  eyes  are  holden^  like  the  eyes 
of  those  two  who  walked  to  Emmaus  with  their  Lord 
just  newly  risen;  our  eyes  are  holden,  though  for 
a  different  reason,  and  by  a  different  power  perhaps 
from  theirs ;  holden  that  we  should  not  know  Jesus, 
though  He  is  continually  drawing  near,  and  walking 
with  us,  and  giving  us  hints  of  His  presence.     Thus 
we  live  and  die,  most  of  us,  altogether  in  a  dream ; 
we  are  asleep  in  the  broad  daylight,  knowing  neither 
the  greatness  of  our  sins  nor  the  nearness  of  Him  who 
is  come  to  deliver,  and  if  we  would  believe  it,  has 
already  delivered  us  from  them.   And  the  consequence 
is  what  might  be  expected.     The  shame  and  remorse 
of  most  Christians,  though  living  in  continual  breach 
of  one  or  other  of  God's  plain  laws,  is  very  little  more 
than  what  people  feel  in   dreams.     For  they  have 
a  kind  of  notion  that  they  are  released  from  the  law 
of  good  works,  without  any  serious  thought  of  the 
much  stricter  rule  and  purer  works,  which  God  has 
prepared  for  them,  to  answer  to  their  Christian  privi- 
leges.    This  I  believe  to  be  the  common  case;  but 
how  many  there  may  be  among  us  yet  more  en- 
tirely unbelieving  and  thoughtless,  this  is  known  to 
God  only.     Between  one  and  the  other,  it  is  but  too 
plain,  that  the  Christian  world  in  many  parts  of  it  is 
come  to  a  state  of  lawlessness,  which  in  a  considerate 
reader  of  the  prophecies  cannot  but  raise  anxious 
thoughts,  whether  it  may  not  be  at  all  tending  to  the 
appearance  of  a  worse  form  of  evil  than  the  world  has 
yet  seen ;  even  to  the  revelation  of  him,  who  is  called 
by  St.  Paul,  in  the  second  Lesson  to-day,  emphatically, 
The  Wicked^  or  Lawless  One,  whom  the  Lord  shall  con-^ 
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'sume  with  the  Spirit  of  His  mouthy  and  destroy  with 
the  brightness  of  His  coming. 

Am  I  speaking,  as  preachers  are  often  accused  of 
doing,  too  sharply  of  the  times  we  live  in  ?  I  wish 
it  may  prove  so ;  hut  what  can  a  man  think,  when  he 
opens  his  Bible,  and  reads  in  a  place  which  evidently 
was  meant  to  describe  the  times  of  Antichrist,  such 
a  catalogue  of  sins  as  that  which  was  read  to  you 
from  the  prophecy  of  Habakkuk  last  Sunday,  in  the 
first  Morning  Lesson?  There  were  five  sins  parti- 
cularly mentioned,  as  marks  of  that  Evil  Power  so 
religiously  to  be  feared  and  avoided  by^the  enemies 
of  God.  There  is  greediness  and  ambition — he  is 
a  proud  many  says  the  prophet,  neither  keepeth  at  home 
— who  enlargeth  his  desire  as  helly  and  is  as  death^  and 
cannot  be  satisfied.  Surely  there  is  a  spirit  unusually 
active  in  our  time  which  these  words  may  well  re- 
prove, a  spirit  which  prompts  men  to  be  continually 
and  unscrupulously  seeking  to  better  their  condition, 
rushing  here  and  there  after  gold  and  silver,  seeking 
each  man  his  gain  from  his  quarter.  This  is  one  mark 
of  an  anti-Christian  temper ;  and  see  whether  the  next 
which  follows  be  not  as  common  or  more  so,  Woe  to 
him  that  coveteth  an  evil  covetousness  to  his  house^  that 
he  may  set  his  nest  on  high^  that  he  may  be  delivered 
from  the  power  of  evil.  This  woe  seems  to  touch  the 
case  of  those  who  worship  mammon  in  another  way 
from  the  former,  not  so  much  running  here  and  there 
for  gain,  as  quietly  plodding  on,  and  making  as  they 
think  all  matters  sure  in  regard  of  their  worldly  con- 
dition. Every  year  they  are  a  little  richer  than  they 
were  the  year  before,  or  at  least  they  are  no  poorer, 
and  that  is  enough  for  them;  they  will  not  open 
their  eyes  to  see,  they  will  not  reach  out  their  hands 
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to  take,  the  heavenly  treasures  which  He  in  abund- 
ance at  their  doors.  Here  is  a  second  token  of  Anti- 
christ's approach;  is  it  common  in  our  land  or  no? 
Again,  this  evil  power  is  marked  by  a  deep  worldly 
policy,  which  shrinks  not  from  anything  to  accomplish 
its  own  worldly  ends.  Woe  is  therefore  uttered  to  him 
who  buildeth  a  town  with  bloody  and  stablisheth  a  city  by 
iniquity.  The  ends  and  purposes  mentioned  are,  you 
see,  good  and  honourable  in  themselves;  nay,  they 
are  the  highest  which  this  world  by  itself  knows  of, 
they  are  no  less  than  building  a  town  and  stablishing 
a  city ;  but  ftere  is  the  misery,  not  having  the  fear 
of  God  in  them,  men  think  to  build  a  town  in  blood 
and  to  stablish  a  city  by  iniquity.  It  is  a  description 
of  men  sinning,  as  they  pretend,  for  the  good  of  their 
country,  rising,  it  may  be,  in  rebellion  against  their 
prince,  wickedly  and  wantonly  disturbing  things  esta- 
blished; trying,  under  plea  of  the  public  good,  to 
make  either  rich  or  poor  neglectful  of  the  submission 
they  owe  to  God,  and  the  reverencQ  and  kindness 
which  they  no  less  owe  to  one  another.  Now,  whe- 
ther this  is  a  kind  of  wickedness  common  in  our 
times  or  no,  is  not  very  hard  for  those  to  judge,  who 
use  themselves  at  all  to  observe  what  is  going  on 
around  them. 

Lastly,  the  evil,  Anti-Christian  Power,  is  charged 
in  the  prophetic  roll  with  drunkenness  and  idolatry, 
not  simply  committing  them,  but  teaching  and  en- 
couraging them  in  others;  and  here  we  are,  most 
likely,  to  think  of  spiritual  drunkenness  and  idolatry, 
possessing  one's  self  and  others  with  false  and  dreamy 
notions  of  religion,  and  setting  up  worldly  idols,  in- 
stead  of  the  One  Living  and  True  God,  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  Even  thus,  as  we  have 
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seen,  it  is  with  the  age  we  live  in ;  at  the  same  time 
that  it  runs  wild  with  new  and-  unreal  notions  of 
religion,  it  encourages  people  to  give  themselves  up 
substantially  to  pursuits  in  which  there  is  no  religion* 
at  all,  to  mere  human  knowledge,  to  vanity  and  the 
praise  of  men,  to  pleasures  more  or  less  refined,  to 
sloth,  ease  and  luxury. 

Such  is  the  result,  if  we  try  this  age  by  the  marks 
which  the  prophet  gives  us  of  the  anti-Christian  tem- 
per. This  man  or  that  may  be  more  or  less  blame- 
able  in  any  particular  instance,  but  it  is  too  plain  on 
the  whole  that  the  generality  are  not  suflSciently 
afraid  of  the  extreme  evil  of  covetousness,  and  pride, 
and  sloth,  and  self-indulgence,  or  presumptuousness 
in  religion.  They  look  upon  such  things  as  matters 
of  course,  mere  human  infirmities,  for  which  a  very 
slight  repentance  will  avail.  They  do  not  look  on. 
them  as  Anti-Christian. 

And  as  we  are  thus  wanting  in  godly  fear  with 
regard  to  the  faithless  spirit  of  our  age,  so  neither  do 
we  seem  half  to  understand  what  is  due  to  the  true 
Wisdom.  We  flatter  ourselves  with  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining and  keeping  that  greatest  of  blessings  at 
a  much  cheaper  rate  than  holy  Scripture  everywhere 
teaches.  To  make  this  plain,  as  I  have  been  quoting 
the  first  Lesson  for  last  Sunday,  I  will  now  quote  the 
first  Lesson  for  this.  Which  of  us,  I  ask,  has  sought 
after  Christ,  the  true  Wisdom  of  the  Father,  ever 
present  in  His  Church  and  Sacraments, — which  of  us 
all  has  sought  this  blessed  Spirit  in  such  a  manner  as 
the  holy  Scripture  recommends  in  these  following 
verses :  My  son^  if  thou  wilt  receive  my  wards^  and  hide 
my  commandments  with  thee ;  so  that  thou  incline  thine 
ear  to  wisdom^  and  apply  thine  heart  to  understanding ; 
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yea^  if  thou  cricst  after  knowledge^  and  liftest  up  thy 
voice  for  understanding ;  if  tlwu  seekest  her  as  silver, 
and  searchest  for  her  as  for  hid  treasures ;  then  shalt 
thou  understand  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the 
knowledge  of  God.  Oh  how  keenly  has  the  sacred 
Spirit  by  these  words  reproved  beforehand  our  shame- 
ful laziness  and  indifference  about  holy  things!  our 
unwillingness  to  put  ourselves  out  of  the  way,  to 
incur  some  slight  inconvenience  or  (it  may  be)  ex- 
pense, for  the  sake  of  coming  regularly  where  Christ 
has  promised  to  be ;  our  listless  and  irregular  prayers, 
that  Christ  may  come  by  His  holy  Sacraments  and 
dwell  more  and  more  in  our  hearts ;  our  light,  easy, 
off-hand  way  of  turning  aside  from  the  greatest  truths 
and  most  solemn  duties  of  the  Gospel,  if  they  do  not 
suit  our  convenience,  our  habits,  or  our  notions ;  the 
great  pains  we  take  to  get  money,  and  the  little  pains 
we  take  to  get  the  true  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ, 
that  knowledge  which  can  only  be  had  by  strictly 
and  regularly  keeping  His  commandments,  the  un- 
pleasant  ones  as  well  as  those  which  seem  easy  and 
delightful;  how  are  all  these  unbelieving  ways  of 
ours  put  to  shame  and  confoimded  at  once,  only  by 
that  simple  expression,  if  thou  seek  for  her  as  silver, 
and  search  out  for  her  as  for  hid  treasures.  Alas  I  if 
any  of  you  had  found  a  treasure,  he  would  hardly  be 
able  to  sleep  that  night,  but  we  go  on  day  after  day, 
and  year  after  year,  and  it  never  breaks  our  rest,  it 
never  makes  us  seriously  uneasy,  to  think  of  where 
we  are  with  our  God,  how  little  we  have  profited  by 
the  Saviour  who  stands  waiting  at  our  doors,  and  the 
Holy  Comforter,  who  has  dwelt  in  our  hearts  as  in 
a  temple  ever  since  we  were  baptized.  These  privi- 
leges we  have  had,  and  have;  angels,  in  astonish- 
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ment  at  our  being  so  favoured,  are  waiting  to  see  how 
we  use  them ;  and  we,  flattered  by  our  own  hearts, 
and  measuring  all  things  by  the  low  ways  of  the 
world,  think  it  much  if  we  have  not  entirely  thrown 
our  blessings  away,  if  we  have  not  quite  trampled  on 
the  Son  of  God,  and  done  despite  unto  the  Spirit 
of  grace. 

The  good  God  bestow  on  us  grace  to  know  Him, 
and  to  know  ourselves — ^the  greatness  of  His  gifts, 
the  insignificance  of  our  doings;  that  now  at  least 
we  may  awake  from  our  slumber,  and  repent,  and  do, 
not  our  first  works,  for  they,  alas !  are  too  often 
worse  than  nothing,  but  such  works,  at  least,  as  are 
meet  for  beginners  in  God's  service ;  such  works  as 
may  best  acknowledge  us  humble  penitents,  ashamed 
to  have  begun  no  sooner,  and  to  have  done  no  more. 
There  is  hope  that  He  will  accept  such  our  self-deny- 
ing repentance,  late  though  it  will  be,  and  weak  at 
the  very  best ;  that  He  will  wash  it  with  His  Son's 
blood,  and  crown  it  for  ever. 

HUBSLBT, 

iVtw.  4,  1838. 
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ST.  LUKE  xii.  5,  6. 

"  Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for  a  farthing  ?  and  not  one  of 
them  shall  fall  on  the  ground  without  your  Father.  But  even 
the  very  hairs  of  your  head  are  all  numbered.  Fear  ye  not 
therefore :  ye  are  of  more  value  than  many  sparrows.^ 


a 


THERE  is  not  perhaps  any  word  which  is  oftener  in 
the  mouths  of  persons  professing  a  certain  de- 
gree of  religion,  than  the  word  Providence.  "  A  kind 
Providence  brought  us  through."  "We  trust  in 
Providence."  "The  thing  was  providentially  or- 
dered." These  and  other  the  like  expressions  many 
of  us  are  continually  using ;  and  it  is  well  that  we 
use  them,  if  we  seriously  mean  what  we  say,  and 
think  on  what  we  mean ;  otherwise,  as  there  are  some 
whose  prayers  are  turned  into  sin,  because  of  their 
disobedient  lives,  so  it  may  be  that  these  good  words 
may  prove  a  kind  of  sin  to  us,  and  make  our  account 
heavier  by-and-by. 

Let  us  then  to-day  endeavour  to  set  distinctly  be- 
fore our  own  minds  what  it  is  we  really  acknowledge 
when  we  use  these  expressions  about  Providence ;  the 
rather,  as  the  Church  in  the  Collect  ordained  for  this 
week  turns  our  thoughts  especially  that  way,  acknow-. 
ledging  that  God's  never-failing  Providence  ordereth. 
all  things  both  in  heaven  and  earth ;  and  the  Church 
of  England,  in  her  appointed  Lesson  for  the  evening^ 


398  SERMON   XXXIII. 


sets  before  us  the  Prophet  Elijah  as  a  wonderful  in- 
stance of  this  same  truth.  The  heavens  were  shut 
up  in  answer  to  his  prayers,  and  there  was  no  rain 
for  three  years  and  six  months.  This  was  an  example 
of  Divine  Providence  ordering  the  natural  world,  as 
it  is  called,  with  a  view  to  the  correction  and  edifi- 
cation of  the  Church. 

Again,  Elijah  being  in  banishment,  was  fed  mira- 
culously  by  the  birds  of  the  air.  The  ravens,  as  if 
in  acknowledgment  of  God's  bounty  in  feeding  them 
without  storehouse  or  bam,  brought  bread  and  flesh 
morning  and  evening  to  feed  the  prophet  of  God  in 
his  desolation.  And  when  that  failed,  a  widow 
woman,  so  poor  as  to  be  just  preparing  to  dress  her 
last  meal,  was  appointed  by  the  Almighty  to  feed 
him ;  and  in  return  he  raised  her  son  from  the  dead. 

As  we  read  this  history,  we  feel  that  wo  under- 
stand what  God's  providence  in  general  means,  and 
how  things  that  seem  accidental  are  in  fact  meant  by 
Him  for  His  people's  highest  good.  But  it  may  be 
well,  as  I  said,  to  try  and  fix  these  truths  more 
deeply  and  distinctly  in  our  minds,  and  so  apply 
them  to  our  own  thoughts  and  concerns,  that  by  His 
help  we  may  leave  off  using  the  name  of  Providence 
as  an  idle  word,  and  knowing  that  God  is  about  all 
our  ways,  may  strive  in  earnest  to  have  Him  in  all 
our  thoughts. 

Consider  then,  what  is  it  we  understand,  what  do 
we  intend  to  acknowledge,  when  we  speak  of  God's 
never-failing  Providence?  We  mean,  that  nothing 
in  the  world  comes  by  chance ;  that  as  He  at  first 
created  all,  little  and  great,  so  He  knows  all  and 
each  of  them,  and  all  tiiat  comes  of  each,  how  they 
act  one  upon  another,  in  such  a  way  that  nothing  in 
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the  world  can  possibly  be  single  and  separate  from 
other  things.  He  knows,  marks,  overrules  it  all,  so 
that  nothing  whatever  can  take  place  in  this  whole 
world  of  His  without  His  command  or  suflferance. 

Now  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  difficult  to  iuiagine  this, 
I  say  that  it  is  more  than  difficult,  it  is  absolutely 
impossible,  for  U8  at  any  rate,  frail  and  imperfect 
beings,  to  represent  it  at  all  worthily  to  our  own 
minds,  how  the  Almighty  ever-present  God  is  in  all 
things  little  and  great,  in  their  being,  their  working, 
and  all  that  belongs  to  them.  It  is  like  trying  to 
count  up  and  get  to  the  end  of  numbers ;  we  pre- 
sently feel  that  it  is  beyond  us,  or  as  the  holy 
Psalmist  expresses  it.  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful 
and  excellent  for  me^  I  cannot  attain  unto  it. 

But  though  we  cannot  think  worthily  of  this  matter 
altogether,  yet  we  may  set  our  hearts  firmly  to  believe 
it  in  each  particular  case.  For  indeed  it  is  most  cer- 
tain, that  nothing  in  the  whole  world  is  too  trifling, 
too  insignificant,  for  the  eye  of  the  Lord  to  look  on, 
and  His  hand  to  work  in. 

The  works  of  Nature  on  every  side  of  us,  the  plants 
and  animals,  may  help  us  to  consider  of  this.  Take 
the  smallest  you  can  find;  a  grain  of  mustard-seed, 
which  as  our  Lord  said  is  the  least  of  all  seeds,  it  is 
as  exactly  ordered  and  put  together  as  if  it  were  the 
largest  of  God's  works ;  there  is  a  mind,  and  purpose, 
and  counsel  in  all  that  happens  to  it.  If  this  is  so  in 
the  millions  of  small  seeds,  and  plants,  and  animals 
which  are  about  us  wherever  we  go,  smaller,  a  great 
deal,  many  of  them,  than  can  anyhow  be  seen  by  the 
eye  of  man  without  very  great  help ;  are  we  not  then 
quite  sure,  that  God's  providence  is  over  us  in  like 
manner,  even  when  we  cannot  discern  it  ?  His  bandy- 
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work  and  His  guardian  care  are  as  manifest  in  the 
make  and  in  the  history  of  each  little  seed  or  insect, 
as  if  there  were  not  in  the  world  any  other  seed  or 
insect  to  be  attended  to ;  so  and  much  more  are  we 
sure  of  His  work,  His  presence  and  power,  in  every 
soul  and  body  of  man,  whom  He  made  in  His  own 
image,  and  redeemed  with  His  precious  blood. 

I  say,  much  more^  for  in  this  way  our  Lord  Himself 
has  taught  us  to  reason :  Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for 
a  farthing  ?  and  not  one  of  them  is  forgotten  before  God  ; 
but  ye  are  of  more  value  than  many  sparrows.  We 
might  have  imagined,  that  in  His  sight,  who  is  so 
unspeakably  great,  all  human  things,  all  things  in 
this  world,  would  be  alike  trifling  and  unworthy  of 
notice.  So  some  of  the  heathens  imagined  concern- 
ing their  gods ;  in  this,  as  in  other  respects,  thinking 
wickedly,  that  the  power  which  rules  heaven  and 
earth  was  even  such  as  they,  proud  and  selfish,  and 
careless  of  doing  good. 

But  He  who  made  the  world  hath  taught  us  to 
judge  very  differently.  He  hath  told  us,  that  even 
in  His  sight,  there  is  in  some  mysterious  way  a  dif- 
ference of  value  among  the  things  which  He  hath 
made.  The  souls  and  bodies  of  mankind  are  of  more 
value  than  many  sparrows.  As  therefore  even  in  the 
frame  of  a  sparrow  there  are  a  thousand  providential 
contrivances,  a  thousand  things  to  put  a  devout  and 
considerate  person  in  mind  of  God,  so  much  more  in 
the  soul  and  body  of  a  man. 

But  further,  we  are  also  taught,  that  not  only  in 
the  course  of  nature,  as  it  is  called,  but  also  in  the 
accidents,  little  and  great,  which  happen  to  people  and 
things  from  time  to  time,  the  hand  of  our  God  always 
is.     Not  a  ^rrow  shall  fall  to  the  ground  without 
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your  Father.  Not  a  single  particular  of  all  that, 
whioh  to  us  at  first  siglit  would  appear  waste  in  crea- 
tion, is  out  of  God's  knowledge  and  intention.  All 
hath  its  purpose,  secret  to  us,  but  not  less  certain,  to 
one  who  has  faith,  than  those  purposes  which  we  can 
most  clearly  trace,  and  most  exactly  see  fulfilled. 

Take  two  seeds  of  corn,  for  example,  as  in  our 
Lord's  parable  of  the  Sower;  one  falls  on  good 
ground,  springs  up  and  bears  fruit ;  another  falls  on 
the  footpath,  and  is  trodden  under  foot  and  comes  to 
nothing.  Both  seeds  were  alike  perfect,  yet  their 
ends  are  so  different.  Now  we  see  at  once  what 
purpose  is  answered  by  the  first.  God  has  permitted 
us  to  see  and  understand  %o  far^  in  order,  amongst 
other  things,  to  teach  us  thankfulness;  but  we  do 
not  see  nor  understand  the  purpose  of  the  other ;  it 
seems  to  us  wasted,  and  as  if  it  might  as  well  not 
have  been ;  but  what  says  our  Saviour  ?  It  happens 
not  without  our  Father ;  His  hand  is  in  the  waste  as 
well  as  in  the  seed  that  prospers,  but  we  do  not  see 
it;  the  difference  is  in  us,  not  in  the  thing  itself. 
Angels,  perhaps,  may  see  and  understand  God's  pro- 
vidence in  both  cases,  even  as  we  understand  it  in 
one  case,  although  the  brute  creatures  seemingly  do 
not.  And  we  too  perhaps  may  come  to  understand 
both  by-and-by.  In  the  meantime  we  are  left  in 
darkness  and  mystery,  for  the  trial  of  our  faith. 

Not  but  t&at  sometimes,  even  in  respect  of  these 
which  we  call  accidents,  it  pleases  God  to  teach  us 
a  little  of  His  purpose,  and  from  that  little  we  may 
well  guess  what  a  deep  and  infinite  meaning  is  hid  in 
those  whereof  He  has  made  no  such  disclosures.  What 
to  man's  sight  could  be  more  accidental,  than  the  Ish- 
maelites  coming  by,  just  as  Joseph's  brethren  had  cast 
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him  into  the  pit  ?  yet  on  that  depended  the  whole  of 
God's  providential  purpose  of  saving  the  sons  of  Israel 
from  the  famine,  calling  them  to  repentance,  and 
bringing  them  into  Egypt. 

So  J  again,  that  Jesse  should  think  juSt  at  such  a 
time  of  sending  a  present  to  his  sons,  and  so  David 
should  come  to  the  camp,  exactly  as  the  Philistine 
was  speaking  his  proud  words,  was  to  all  appear- 
ance a  mere  chance,  yet  it  was  a  material  link  in 
the  chain  of  Providence  by  which  he  was  made  king 
of  Israel. 

Another  and  more  melancholy  example  in  the  same 
history  of  David,  is  his  walking  on  the  roof  of  his 
palace  just  at  the  time  that  he  would  have  sight  of 
Bathsheba.  He  was  put  on  his  trial,  and  we  know 
how  sadly  he  failed ;  yet  was  the  providential  purpose 
clear,  as  clear  as  in  all  cases  when  any  one  of  us  is 
tempted  by  opportunity  of  sinning.  God's  meaning 
then  is,  that  we  should  resist  the  pleasure,  and  crown 
our  life  with  His  favour.  David  unhappily  failed  in 
that,  however  he  fulfilled  the  secondary  purpose  of 
God's  providence,  that  by  deep,  bitter,  unceasing  hu- 
miliation afterwards,  he  should  become  an  example  to 
all  Christian  penitents  for  ever. 

Now  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  a  single  person  hero 
present,  capable  of  consulting  his  own  heart  and  con- 
science, who  may  not,  if  he  will,  recollect  in  his  own 
life  circumstances,  more  or  less  resembling  these  which 
I  have  now  mentioned  out  of  the  Scriptures,  ckcum- 
Btances  which  seemed  at  the  time  merely  indifferent 
and  accidental,  but  which  afterwards  proved  to  be 
parts  of  some  great  purpose  of  God,  either  for  his  trial 
or  for  mercy  or  judgment  towards  him.  Now  the 
difference  between  a  thoroughly  devout  man,  and  one 
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wlio  is  only  so  by  fits  and  starts,  is  this ;  that  whereas 
the  latter  notices  the  working  of  God's  providence 
only  now  and  then,  when  it  is  plain  and  striking,  as 
after  a  time  it  came  to  be  in  each  of  these  instances ; 
the  thoughtful  person  on  the  contrary  knows  before- 
hand that  some  such  purpose  there  must  be,  looks 
humbly  out  for  it,  to  obey  or  submit  himself  to  it, 
uses  those  instances  where  he  can  discern  it,  as  tokens 
and  pledges  of  it  in  the  many  more  instances  where  it 
is  yet  out  of  sight. 

The  religious  person,  like  Jacob,  takes  what  hap- 
pens, meekly  and  thankfully,  acknowledging  that  it  is 
the  same  God  who  hath  fed  him  all  his  life  long^  unto 
this  day.  The  irreligious  one,  like  King  Saul,  looks  at 
everything  in  an  anxious,  complaining  sort  of  way ; 
he  may  have  acknowledged  God's  providence  once  or 
twice,  in  some  great  and  remarkable  deliverance,  but 
when  trouble  comes  again,  he  no  longer  acknowledges 
it  in  earnest,  he  fears  the  people  and  obeys  their  voice, 
or  he  takes  counsel  of  evil  spirits. 

Again,  the  irreligious  man,  as  well  as  the  religious, 
will  sometimes  notice  the  many  tokens  which  God 
gives  of  His  presence  and  power  on  earth.  He  will 
say.  It  was  a  mercy  that  I  escaped  this  or  that  acci- 
dent, or  that  such  and  such  a  thing  happened,  and 
gave  a  favourable  turn  to  things  when  they  seemed 
to  be  going  wrong ;  but  he  is  not  moved  by  such  cir- 
cumstances to  consider  how  near  the  same  God  is  to 
him  at  all  times;  how  closely  this  world  which  he 
sees  is  joined  to  that  other  which  he  does  not  see.  He 
uses  himself  to  think  of  the  Almighty  rather  as  of 
a  great  uncontrollable  power,  interfering  now  and  then 
with  human  things,  when  they  can  be  settled  in  no 
other  way,  than  as  of  one  who  is  above  aU^  and  through 
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ally  and  in  us  all ;  about  our  path  and  about  our  bcdj 
and  spying  out  all  our  ways. 

Much  less  does  he  look  onward,  and  regard  these 
glimpses  of  God's  doings  here,  as  pledges  to  make  us 
more  certain  of  what  He  will  do  in  the  world  to  come. 
He  does  not  say  to  himself,  "  What  if  I  should  find 
hereafter  that  my  sins,  which  I  thought  at  the  time 
trifles  or  matters  of  course,  bring  after  them  pain  and 
misery  more  than  I  can  dream  of;  just  as  a  number  of 
things,  which  seemed  to  me  at  the  time  insignificant 
accidents,  did  in  this  world  bring  after  them  most  im- 
portant consequences  for  good  or  for  evil." 

But  the  religious  man  is  continually  instructing 
himself,  or  rather  is  permitting  God  to  instruct  him, 
in  this  way.  He  sees,  in  the  course  of  this  world, 
a  constant  succession  of  types  and  tokens  of  what  will 
happen  in  the  world  to  come. 

A  slight  carelessness,  for  example,  brings  on  a  vio- 
lent sickness,  and  ends  perhaps  in  death.  The  un- 
thinking person  just  grieves  and  wonders ;  but  the  man 
who  fears  God  sees  in  this  a  warning  of  the  danger  of 
despising  small  things,  and  imagining  that  we  may  go 
to  heaven  well  enough,  without  observing  precise  rules 
of  duty  in  the  whole  of  our  conduct. 

Another  loses  his  character,  or  his  fortune,  and  do 
what  he  will,  he  can  never  recover  it ;  his  irreligious 
neighbours  think  it  hard  or  right,  according  as  they 
are  naturally  of  easy  or  severe  tempers ;  but  the  reli- 
gious observer  carries  his  thoughts  onward,  and  says, 
"  What  if  this  should  be  my  case  hereafter  ?  what  if 
I  should  die  before  I  have  truly  repented,  and  find 
what  I  have  never  yet  sulBiciently  made  present  to 
my  own  mind,  though  in  words  I  have  always  owned 
it;   that  there  is  no  change  of  heart  in  the  grave; 
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that  evil  wilfully  done  here,  if  it  be  not  purged  away 
in  good  time  by  the  waters  of  repentance  and  the 
blood  of  the  Cross,  will  go  on  to  worse  and  worse 
for  ever  ?" 

Such  deep  and  serious  lessons  may  we  read,  if  we 
will  but  open  our  eyes,  in  the  very  commonest  circum- 
stances of  daily  life.  We  may  see  hints  everywhere 
of  the  awful  eternity  to  which  we  must  soon  come ; 
seeds,  if  one  may  so  call  them,  which  will  grow  up 
and  bear  fruit  in  the  joys  and  torments  which  will 
never  have  an  end.  This  is  the  religious  man's  use, 
even  of  the  common  Providence  of  Almighty  God  over 
all  His  creatures  of  all  kinds. 

But  over  and  above  this,  the  Bible  tells  us  of  an- 
other, a  special  Providence,  which  He  exercises  par- 
ticularly over  us  Christians,  as  members  of  the  Body 
of  His  Son :  The  very  hairs  of  your  head^  says  our  Lord 
to  His  Apostles,  are  all  numbered.  Fear  ye  noty  there^ 
fore:  ye  are  of  more  value  than  many  sparrows.  He 
was  encouraging  those  who  should  believe  in  Him, 
and  preach  His  W,ord,  to  meet  persecution  courage- 
ously ;  and  what  is  His  promise  ?  The  very  hairs  of 
your  head  are  all  numbered:  or,  as  He  afterwards  ex- 
pressed it.  There  shall  not  an  hair  of  your  head  perish. 

Did  He  mean  that  they  should  none  of  them  come 
to  the  martyr's  crown,  none  lose  life  or  limb  for  His 
sake?  Nay,  in  the  very  same  prophecies  He  had  said,  Ye 
shall  be  betrayed  both  by  parents^  and  brethren,  and  kins^ 
folk,  and  friends,  and  some  of  you  shall  they  cause  to  be  put 
to  death.  The  sound  of  His  warnings  had  been.  Fear 
not  them  which  kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no  more 
that  they  can  do.  But  I  will  forewarn  you  whom  ye 
shall  fear.     Fear  Eim^  which  after  He  hath  killed^  hath 
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power  to  destroy  both  body  and  soul  in  hell:  yea^  I  say 
unto  you^  Fear  Him. 

Our  Lord,  then,  was  far  from  intending  to  say  that 
they  should  be  in  no  danger  of  their  lives.  We  know 
as  a  fact  that  He  could  not  mean  this,  since  all  the 
Apostles  except  one  were  put  to  death  for  His  sake, 
and  that  one,  St.  John,  as  the  Church  believes,  escaped 
death  only  by  miracle,  being  put  into  a  cauldron  of 
boiling  oil. 

What  then  was  the  blessing  which  our  Lord  meant 
when  He  promised  that  not  a  hair  of  their  heads 
should  perish?  Doubtless  Ho  meant  to  give  them 
full  assurance  that  no  one  of  their  patient  thoughts, 
heavenly  desires,  and  courageous  works,  wrought  in 
testimony  of  Him  and  His  Cross,  could  possibly  be 
thrown  away,  and  become  as  though  it  had  never 
been.  His  faithful  ones  might  henceforth  lay  them- 
selves down  to  suffer,  if  such  His  will,  on  the  bed  of 
sickness  or  of  mourning,  in  humble  confidence  that 
He  is  at  hand  to  tell  their  Sittings,  to  put  their  tears 
into  His  bottle,  to  note  in  His  book  every  look,  every 
gesture,  every  breathing  of  their  devout  resignation 
and  penitence,  of  their  thankful  hearts  and  joy  in  the 
Cross — to  do  all  this  far  more  exactly  than  the  tender- 
est  nurse  can  watch  the  breath  and  features  of  the 
patient  for  whom  she  cares  most.  Almighty  love 
treasures  up  all  the  tokens  of  true  and  patient  love, 
according  to  the  greatness  of  His  mercy  not  one  fail- 
eth.  The  least  thing  the  saints  have,  the  least  gift  of 
soul  or  body,  the  least  earthly  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment, is  sanctified  and  precious  in  God's  sight  by  their 
union  with  His  only-begotten  Son ;  and  if  they  offer 
it  to  God,  and  part  with  it  for  His  sake,  He  will  accept 
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it  as  a  precious  sacrifice,  and  will  return  it,  as  His 
mauner  is,  in  heavenly  blessings. 

Do  we  not  see  that  this  was  always  His  way  with 
the  holy  men  of  old?  they  oflFered  Him  some  small 
gift,  and  He  made  answer  with  His  infinite  and  eternal 
blessings.  Abel,  Noah,  Abraham,  and  the  patriarchs 
brought  such  sacrifices  as  they  had,  and  He  named 
them  examples  of  righteousness.  He  promised  no  more 
to  destroy  the  earth.  He  declared  them  His  own,  and 
promised  to  bless  the  whole  world  by  their  seed. 
Moses  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of  Pharaoh's  daugh- 
ter, and  God  made  him  His  confidential  servant,  to 
see  Him  face  to  face.  David  played  upon  the  harp 
before  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  gave  him  this  reward, 
that  he  should  be  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel,  that  as 
he  taught,  so  the  Church  should  sing  Psalms  to  her 
God  and  Saviour  for  ever.  One  woman  in  the  Gospel 
put  two  mites  into  the  treasury,  and  He  to  whom  they 
Avere  offered  declared  that  she  had  put  in  more  than 
they  all;  another  poured  a  little  ointment  on  our 
Saviour's  head,  and  He  assured  her  of  His  appro- 
bation, and  of  a  name  in  His  Church  throughout  all 
generations. 

And  to  take  but  one  instance  more;  the  whole 
body  of  Christian  people  is  continually  offering  to  the 
High  and  Eternal  God  the  sacrifice  of  a  little  bread 
and  wine,  set  on  His  altar  by  His  priest  with  praise 
and  thanksgiving,  and  remembrance  of  His  Son's  death 
as  He  ordained ;  and  God  returns  the  sacrifice  to  them 
with  such  an  unspeakable  blessing  added  to  it,  that 
henceforth  it  becomes  to  them  who  worthily  receive 
it  the  Body  and  Blood  of  His  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

Thus  is  He  graciously  pleased,  from  beginning  to 
e  nd  of  His  dealings  with  His  disciples,  to  make  good 
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this  saying  concerning  them,  That  not  an  hair  of  their 
head  should  perish ;  the  least  thing  parted  with  by 
them  in  Ilis  service,  or  for  His  glory,  He  will  repay 
in  this  life  a  hundred  fold,  and  in  the  world  to  come, 
infinitely. 

And  not  only  in  this  respect  of  receiving  their 
sacrifices,  but  in  every  way,  the  whole  Bible  teaches 
how  much  God  makes  of  His  own  chosen  people, 
those  whom  He  has  elected  to  be  united  to  His  Son, 
as  all  Christians  are  united  in  Baptism.  As  there  is 
a  general  Providence  over  all  the  world,  so  there 
is  a  special  Providence  over  the  Church,  and  over 
each  particular  member  of  it. 

And  no  wonder,  since  the  world  itself  is  for  the 
sake  of  the  Church.  Whether  Paul^  or  Apollos^  or 
Cephas^  or  the  world ^  or  life^  or  death^  or  things  present^ 
or  things  to  come^  all  are  yours.  And  the  reason  is 
added,  because  ye  are  Christh^  that  is,  members  of 
Christ ;  so  joined  to  the  Son  of  God,  that  He  beholds 
you  not  as  you  are  in  yourselves,  but  as  you  are  in 
Him,  sanctified  by  His  Spirit,  and  covered  by  the 
robe  of  His  righteousness. 

Thus  the  world  is  for  the  Church,  and  both  for 
Christ,  and  of  this  great  ti-uth  the  whole  history  of 
God's  ancient  elect  people  is  a  most  remarkable 
token  and  shadow.  The  Patriarchs  and  Jews  were 
the  type  of  Christ  and  His  Church,  and  we  see  how 
in  the  Old  Testament  their  concerns  are  the  one  great 
thing  to  which  all  other  things  are  made  somehow 
instrumental. 

We  read  how  kings  were  reproved  for  their  sakes : 
Touch  not  Mine  anointed^  and  do  My  prophets  no  harm;. 
how  the  great  monarchs  of  the  world,  Pharaoh^  Ne- 
buchadnezzar, Cyrus,  Augustus  Ceesar,  were  made, 
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one  after  another,  in  different  ways,  to  wait  upon  this 
people  of  God,  which  they  either  despised  or  hated, 
or  knew  not ;  and  did  service  to  it  without  or  against 
their  will. 

We  read  how  the  very  heaven  and  earth,  the 
powers  of  nature,  as  they  are  called,  were  changed, 
to  do  service  to  God's  chosen.  The  miracles,  both  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testament,  were  in  fact  but  in- 
stances of  this  particular  Providence  over  those  who 
are  Christ's  Body.  It  was  a  light  thing  that  God 
should  bless  them  in  a  natural  and  regular  way,  so 
much  He  did  even  for  the  sparrows,  and  they  were 
of  more  value  than  many  sparrows^  therefore,  when 
their  good  required,  the  whole  order  of  things  visible 
was  altered ;  the  shadow  went  back  ten  degrees,  the 
sun  stood  still  and  the  moon  stayed,  the  graves  were 
opened  and  the  dead  arose,  and  they  had  power  to 
shut  heaven  in  the  days  of  their  prophecy  (as  we  read 
of  Elias  to-day,  that  it  rained  not  for  so  long  a  time), 
or  to  bring  down  fire  upon  those  who  are  against 
them. 

Such  are  the  distinct  sayings  of  the  Bible  con- 
cerning the  Church  and  Body  of  Christ,  that  Body 
of  which  we  are  all  members.  Some  of  the  sayings 
are  hard  and  dark,  but  thus  much  of  them  is  quite 
clear,  that  they  represent  our  condition,  as  members 
of  Christ's  Church,  to  be  one  of  most  fearful  import- 
ance indeed.  Surely  we  cannot  avoid  reflecting,  ^' What 
if  one  of  these  souls,  so  precious  and  dear  in  God's 
sight,  should  be  lost  and  miserable,  unclean  and  pro- 
fane for  ever,  through  any  fault  of  mine, — my  own 
soul,  or  the  souls  of  any  of  my  brethren  ?  How  shall 
I  be  able  to  bear  such  a  burthen  ?'^ 

When  such  a  thought  comes  into  our  mind,  it  will 
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be  well  if  MC  use  ourselves  to  go  on  and  think  this 
also,  that  everything  we  say,  do,  or  think,  tells  one 
way  or  the  other;  that  the  next  mlful  sin  we  are 
tempted  to  commit  ourselves,  or  encourage  in  others, 
may  for  aught  we  know,  be  the  turning-point  in  our 
condition,  it  may  draw  such  consequences  after  it,  as 
may  seal  our  salvation,  or  our  ruin  to  all  eternity. 

These  things  if  we  earnestly  consider,  we  shall  by 
God's  grace  bear  in  mind,  better  than  too  many  of  us 
hitherto  have  done,  those  warning  voices  of  our  Lord 
and  His  Apostles,  Wafch  and  pray  that  ye  enter  not 
into  temptation.  Be  not  thou  partaker  of  other  men's 
sins.  Keep  thyself  pure.  Young  men  Uketvise  exhort  to 
be  sober-minded.  The  younger  tvo^nen  aitreat  as  sisters^ 
with  all  j)urity.  If  any  be  the  cause  of  sin  to  any  of 
these  little  ones,  it  were  bettei*  for  him  that  a  millstone 
were  hanged  about  his  neck^  and  he  tvei'e  drowned  in  the 
depth  of  the  sea. 

And  b  eing  thus  careful  about  the  least  things,  we 
shall  obtain  at  God's  hand  the  greatest.  Kot  a  hair 
of  our  heads,  not  the  least  good  thing  about  us,  shall 
perish.  For  being  ours,  it  is  Christ's,  of  whom  we 
are  members ;  and  God,  for  Christ's  sake,  will  treasure 
it  up  for  increase  of  glory  and  blessing  in  the  world 
to  come. 


HUESLEY, 

July  21,  1839. 


Eighth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 
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PSALM  xi.  3—5. 

''  The  foundations  will  be  cast  down :  and  what  hath  the 
righteous  done  ?  The  Lord  is  in  His  holy  temple ^  the  Lord*9 
seat  is  in  heaven :  His  eyes  consider  the  poor,  and  His  eyelids 
try  the  children  of  men.*' 

m 

THE  meaning  of  this  question  and  answer  I  take  to 
be  much  the  same  as  is  expressed  in  our  Bible 
version  of  the  Psalms;  If  the  foundations  be  cast 
down,  what  shall  the  righteous  do?  Wicked  men 
get  power  in  the  world,  and  prevail  against  the  good 
and  just,  and  all  things  seem  on  the  point  of  being 
turned  upside  down.  Saul,  for  example,  prevails 
against  David;  Jezebel  prevails  against  Elijah;  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees  prevail  against  our  Saviour ;  the 
world  prevails  against  the  Church,  and  that  in  such 
an  outrageous  way,  that  the  very  foundations  of  truth 
and  right,  of  piety  and  goodness,  the  things  on  which 
we  most  depended,  seem  to  be  torn  up  by  th  e  roots ; 
it  is  as  if  in  the  world  which  we  see,  the  stars  should 
fall  from  heaven,  the  sun  and  moon  be  darkened,  the 
sea  and  dry  land  be  confounded  together,  and  all  be 
again  without  form  and  void,  as  it  was  before  the 
Word  of  God  spake,  commanding  the  light  to  shine 
out  of  darkness.  In  such  casting  down  of  foundations, 
what,  it  is  here  asked,  hath  the  righteous  done  ?  what 
provision  hath  he  made,  what  refuge  hath  he  looked 
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out  for  himself,  what  is  his  rock  and  tower,  towards 
which  beforehand  he  hath  set  his  face  ?     For  it  will 
be  too  late  when  the  time  comes.     This  is  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  next  verse  gives  the  answer.     As  in  the 
quakings  and  overthrowings  of  the  natural  world,  the 
God  who  made  it  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  so  in 
the  worse  confusions  and  downfalls  of  the  moral  world, 
and  the  corrupt  Church,  our  only  resort  and  stay  must 
still  be,  the  Lord  Almighty  in  His  holy  Temple,  the 
Lord  whose  seat  is  in  heaven ;  He  whose  eyes  are  in 
every  place,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good,  examin- 
ing and  trying  the  children  of  men,  allowing  and  ap- 
proving the  righteous,  and  abhorring  the  ungodly  and 
him  that  delighteth  in  wickedness.     For  the  final  and 
complete  proof  of  which  the  Psalmist,  in  the  end  of 
this  short  chant  of  encouragement,  bids  us  carry  on 
our  thoughts  by  faith  to  that  great  day,  when  on  the 
one  hand  He  will  rain  on  the  ungodly  snares  from 
heaven,  that  is,  their  own  mischief,  with  its  proper 
punishment,  fire  and  brimstone,  to  be  their  portion  to 
drink,  and  that  for  ever ;  and  on  the  other  hand.  Ho 
will  shew  His  love  of  righteousness  by  His  counte- 
nance beholding  whatever  is  good  and  just ;  that  is, 
with  His  open  unveiled  face  graciously  beholding  the 
righteous  for  ever,  and  permitting  them  to  behold  Him. 
Such  is  a  general  account  of  this  Psalm ;  it  is  an 
appeal  provided  beforehand  for  the  Church  and  for  all 
Christ's  oppressed  people;   an  appeal  from  the  in- 
justice and  violence  of  men  to  the  righteous  Lord  who 
loveth  righteousness ;  and  therefore  it  was  a  fit  Psalm 
for  the  Church  of  England  to  choose  on  such  a  day  as 
this,  a  day  on  which  we  recall  the  memory  of  the 
worst  act  of  treasonable  injustice  and  violence  of  which 
this  nation  has  ever  yet  been  guilty.    As  we  read  or 
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hear  this  Psalm,  we  may  well  represent  to  ourselves 
our  martyred  sovereign  making  the  like  appeal,  when 
on  this  day,  190  years  ago,  he  was  brought  out  of  his 
wearisome  prison  to  be  publicly  murdered,  with  pre- 
tended forms  of  law,  by  his  own  rebellious  subjects. 
When  insulting  enemies  or  evil  spirits  tried  to  dispirit 
and  weaken  him;  when  they  said  to  his  soul,  Find 
out,  if  you  can,  some  mountain,  some  refuge  to  flee 
unto ;  then  he  kept  saying  in  his  brave  and  patient 
heart.  The  Lord  is  in  Sis  holy  Temple^  the  Lord^s  seat 
is  in  heaven:  His  eyes  consider  the  poor^  and  His 
eyelids  try  the  children  of  men.  King  Charles  might 
well  take  these  promises  to  himself,  for  though  he 
was  a  great  king,  he  had  now  by  the  cruelty  of  ene- 
mies and  the  treachery  of  friends,  been  reduced  into 
such  a  condition  that  he  was,  as  to  this  world,  utterly 
poor  and  helpless.  And  all  people  who  suffer  wrong- 
fully, so  far  as  their  suffering  goes,  are  poor  and  help- 
less, and  may  take  such  promises  to  themselves; 
whether  it  be  the  old  suffering  from  the  young,  or  the 
poor  from  the  rich,  or  the  many  from  the  few ;  God's 
eyes,  they  may  be  sure,  are  towards  them ;  they  are 
not  blotted  out  of  His  book,  their  sorrowful  sighing 
comes  before  Him,  their  wrongs  are  sure  to  be  re- 
dressed and  set  right  before  long. 

Kow  this  is  a  thought  most  useful  and  desirable  to 
be  borne  in  mind,  not  only  by  the  persons  themselves, 
who  at  any  time  suffer  wrong,  but  by  others  also 
when  they  read  or  hear  of  it  at  a  distance.  We  are 
apt  to  be  easily  moved  by  indignation,  when  we  are 
told  of  oppression  or  ill-usage ;  when  we  read  for  ex- 
ample of  Ahab,  how  he  murdered  Naboth  for  the  sake 
of  his  vineyard ;  or  of  Saul  envying  and  persecuting 
David;  nor  is  this  indignation  at  all  wrong  in  itself| 
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but  like  other  feelings  it  may  easily  lead  to  mischief ; 
we  may  flatter  ourselves  in  it,  as  David  did  when  he 
heard  Nathan's  parable,  and  exclaimed,  The  man  that 
hath  done  this  thing  sliall  surely  die.  If  David  had  not 
been  presently  reproved,  it  is  likely  that  this  very  in- 
dignation of  his  would  have  been  so  far  hurtful  to  him, 
as  that  it  would  have  encouraged  him  to  think  too 
well  of  himself,  and  his  chance  of  repentance  for  his 
great  sin  would  have  been  so  much  the  less.  Now 
this  is  a  matter  which  many  of  us  have  need  to  con- 
sider;  for  I  suppose  there  are  great  temptations  in  our 
time  to  be  continually  indulging  this  unprofitable  kind 
of  indignation.  I  say,  in  our  time  especially,  because 
it  is  so  much  a  time  for  hearing  of  news,  and  enquiring 
about  other  men's  actions;  whether  we  are  rich  or 
poor,  we  are  constantly  being  told  of  proceedings 
which  we  either  know  or  imagine  to  be  wrong,  op- 
pressive, unjust;  this  excites  us,  and  we  listen  after 
more  of  the  same  sort.  There  is  a  sort  of  pleasure  in 
the  very  warmth  of  feeling  which  it  occasions,  and 
besides  we  flatter  ourselves  upon  it,  and  are  willing  to 
believe  that  so  much  honest  zeal  is  a  good  token  that 
on  the  whole  we  are  on  the  right  side,  and  in  a  way 
to  please  God  at  last;  in  short,  it  is  a  cheap,  easy 
method  of  keeping  up  a  certain  complacency  of  con- 
science, and  inward  good  opinion  of  ourselves,  while 
all  the  time,  as  David's  sad  history  proves,  we  may  be 
cherishing  impure,  or  unkind,  or  selfish  habits.  We 
had  need  be  on  our  guard  against  this  snare,  for  we 
are  continually  hearing  things  which  make  us  indig- 
nant, whether  true  or  false,  about  matters  public  and 
private ;  and  here  in  this  Psalm,  and  in  other  Scrip- 
tures like  it,  we  may  find  a  safeguard  divinely  ap- 
pointed.    The  serious  remembrance  of  God  above 
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watching,  and  Christ  hereafter  coming  to  judge  the 
wrong  doer,  would  we  but  duly  lay  it  to  heart,  would 
sober  all  our  indignant  feelings,  leaving  all  that  is 
good  and  honest  in  them,  yet  not  permitting  us  at  all 
to  value  ourselves  on  them.  For  why?  to  a  heart 
exercised  with  such  thoughts  it  would  naturally  occur, 
As  God  is  watching  this  wickedness,  so  He  is  also 
watching  me;  as  Christ  will  come  to  judge  these 
oppressors,  so  He  will  come  to  judge  me.  Thus  our 
vexation  and  grief  at  others'  wickedness  would  always 
be  accompanied  by  feelings  of  awe  and  reverence; 
would  come  to  be  what  no  doubt  our  great  Creator 
intended  from  the  beginning  they  should  be :  Tokens 
of  His  Presence,  Witnesses  of  Him  already  judging 
sin  within  us. 

What  power  such  recollection  of  God's  Presence 
and  Christ's  judgment  would  have,  to  bring  us 
through  evil  times,  without  sinful  pride,  anger,  or 
discontent,  we  may  judge  a  little  by  the  example  of 
the  holy  martyred  King,  whose  memory  the  Church 
of  England  religiously  honours  this  day.  By  God's 
gracious  providence  he  left  when  he  died  a  precious 
treasure  of  wise  and  good  words  behind  him,  his 
private  thoughts  and  prayers  to  God  written  in  dif- 
ferent  times  of  his  solitude  and  sufferings :  in  which 
book  I  think  it  may  be  observed,  that  as  matters  grew 
worse  with  his  Majesty,  as  he  had  less  and  less  hope 
of  succeeding  against  the  rebels,  or  even  escaping  from 
their  murderous  hands;  as  their  arrows  were  more 
and  more  openly  laid  on  the  string  and  aimed  at  his 
heart ;  as  the  foundations  of  all  peace  and  order  were 
being  more  evidently  cast  down ;  so  much  the  more 
did  this  great  King  and  Saint  overcome  by  God's  grace 
the  natural  feeling  of  indignation,  which  at  first  took 
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up  more  room  in  his  heart.     lie  appealed  more  wil- 
lingly and  calmly  to  God  and  death,  as  he  perceived 
himself  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  them,  and  felt 
more  helpless  and  forlorn  as  to  the  things  of  this  life. 
He  still  thought  and  wrote  a  great  deal  about  the 
traitors  and  enemies,  who   were   doing   their   worst 
against  him ;  but  it  was  less  and  less  in  a  tone  of  in- 
dignation, more  and  more  as  one  pitying  them  and 
praying  for  them.     Thus  in  the  earlier  part  of  his 
troubles  he  writes,  speaking  of  the  wrong  done  to  him 
in  driving  his  queen  and  children  out  of  the  country, 
"  I  must  leave  her  and  them  to  the  love  and  loyalty  of 
my  good  subjects,  and  to  His  protection,  who  is  able 
to  punish  the  faults  of  princes,  and  no  less  severely 
to  revenge  the  injuries  done  to  them,  by  those  who  in 
all  duty  and  allegiance  ought  to  have  made  good  their 
safety."   And  presently  after  he  says,  "  God  is  pleased 
to  try  our  patience  by  the  ingratitude  of  those  who, 
having  eaten  of  our  bread  and  being  enriched  with  our 
bounty,  have  scornfully  lift  up  themselves  against  us, 
and  those  of  our  own  household  have  become  our  ene- 
mies."   And  further  on,  where  he  is  deeply  moved  by 
their  calumnious  words,  '*  Who  knows  but  the  just  and 
merciful  God  will  do  me  good,  for  some  men's  hard, 
false,  and  evil  speeches  against  me?"     Here,  though 
he  always  appeals  to  God  in  all  charity,  yet  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  he  was  in  a  manner  full  of  indignation. 
But  further  on,  when  he  had  been  used,  if  possible, 
still  worse,  and  when  the  nets  of  his  enemies  were 
being  drawn  closer  round  him,  we  find  him  drawing 
nearer  and  nearer  to  his  God,  less  and  less  permitting 
his  thoughts  to  dwell  on  their  wickedness.     Having 
been  basely  and  openly  sold^  by  those  whom  he  trusted, 
to  his  enemies ;  "  These,"  says  he,  "  are  but  further 
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essays^  which  God  will  have  me  make  of  man's  un- 
certainty, the  more  to  fix  me  on  Himself,  who 
never  faileth  those  that  trust  in  Him.  Though  the 
reeds  of  Egypt  break  under  the  hand  of  him  that 
leans  on  them,  yet  the  Bock  of  Israel  will  be  an  ever- 
lasting stay  and  defence."  Further  on,  writing  to  his 
son,  when  he  was  come  still  nearer  his  end,  he  speaks 
of  his  enemies,  of  those  who  were  preparing  his  death, 
in  this  noble  and  truly  Christian  way :  ^^  It  is  all  I  have 
now  left  me,  a  power  to  forgive  those  who  have  de- 
prived me  of  all,  and  I  thank  God,  I  have  a  heart  to 
do  it ;  and  joy  as  much  in  this  grace,  which  God  hath 
given  me,  as  in  all  my  former  enjoyments ;  for  this  is 
a  greater  argument  of  God's  love  to  me,  than  any  pros- 
perity can  be."  And  he  adds  this  most  charitable 
charge  to  his  son,  ^^  Be  confident,  as  I  am,  that  the 
most  of  all  sides,  who  have  done  amiss,  have  done  so 
not  out  of  malice,  but  of  misinformation,  or  misappre- 
hension of  things."  "You  will  have  more  inward 
complacency  in  pardoning  one  than  in  punishing 
a  thousand."  It  is  worth  adding  that  the  King  wrote 
this,  not  at  all  in  despair  of  being  restored  to  his 
power;  it  was  not  merely  such  forgiveness  as  men 
practise  when  they  think  themselves  on  their  death- 
bed, but  it  was  the  deliberate  purpose  of  his  mind, 
whatever  turn  things  took ;  confirmed  in  him  every 
hour  by  the  sense  of  God's  presence  and  expectation  of 
the  last  day.  Like  to  this  are  those  sentences  of  incom- 
parable sweetness,  in  which  he  takes  farewell  of  the 
prince :  "  I  know  God  can,  I  hope  He  yet  will,  restore 
me  to  my  rights.  I  cannot  despair  either  of  His  mercy, 
or  of  my  people's  love  and  pity.  At  worst,  I  trust  I 
shall  but  go  before  you  to  a  better  kingdom,  which 
God  hath  prepared  for  me  and  me  for  it,  through  my 

Hh2 


418  SERMON   XXXIV. 


Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  to  whose  mercies  I  commend 
you,  and  all  mine.  Farewell,  till  we  meet,  if  not  in 
earth,  yet  in  heaven."  And  as  he  writes  to  his  child, 
so  he  speaks  in  supplication  to  his  God :  "  Though 
my  destroyers  forget  their  duty  to  Thee  and  me,  yet 
do  not  Thou,  0  Lord,  forget  to  be  merciful  to  them. 
Thou  madest  Thy  Son  a  Saviour  to  many  that  crucified 
Him,  while  at  once  lie  suffered  violently  by  them,  and 
yet  willingly  for  them.  0  deal  not  with  them  as  blood- 
thirsty and  deceitful  men,  but  overcome  their  cruelty 
with  Thy  compassion  and  my  charity.  And  Avhen 
Thou  makest  inquisition  for  blood,  0  sprinkle  their 
polluted  yet  penitent  souls  with  the  blood  of  Thy  Son, 
that  Thy  destroying  Angel  may  pass  over  them." 
And  the  end  of  all  his  prayers  is,  ^^Lord,  let  Thy 
servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen 
Thy  salvation." 

Thus  we  see  how  his  Majesty's  mind  grew  gradually 
more  and  more  calm  in  respect  of  that  indignation 
which  his  wrongs  at  first  naturally  caused  him  to  feel, 
and  how  he  fell  back  on  the  thought  of  God's  watch- 
ing over  him,  and  the  eternity  prepared  for  him  ;  until 
at  last  he  came  to  be  of  such  a  mind  as  is  described 
in  the  most  comfortable  Psalm :  0  how  plentiful  is  Thy 
goodness  which  Thou  hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear 
Theey  and  prepared  for  them  that  put  their  trust  in  Thee^ 
even  before  the  sons  of  men.  Thou  shalt  hide  them  privily 
by  Thine  own  presence  from  the  provoking  of  all  men  : 
Thou  shalt  keep  them  secretly  in  Thy  tabernacle  from  the 
strife  of  tongues. 

We,  in  our  stations,  both  rich  and  poor,  are  often 
tempted  to  indignation ;  therefore  we  too  have  great 
need  to  learn  this  holy  calmness,  this  habit  of  leaning 
on  God  Almighty,  and  drawing  in  heart  nearer  to  Him, 
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and  to  His  sure  and  speedy  judgments,  when  things 
seem  to  go  greatly  wrong.  Even  now,  in  public  aflfairs, 
and  in  high  places,  the  old  foundations  seem  to  be 
greatly  shaken,  not  in  this  land  only,  but  throughout 
the  Christian  world ;  there  are  signs  like  those  which 
the  prophecies  of  our  Lord  give  us  reason  to  believe 
will  go  before  the  manifestation  of  that  Wicked  one, 
whom  the  Scriptures  teach  us  to  call  Antichrist.  No 
one  knows  how  far  the  evil  may  go,  or  how  near 
it  may  come  to  himself.  Or  even  if  God  be  so  un- 
deservedly gracious  as  to  give  public  peace  in  our 
time,  yet  who  can  tell  what  sore  judgments  may  be 
hanging  over  himself  and  those  near  to  him  ?  Who 
can  tell  how  his  family  may  be  scattered,  his  health 
ruined,  his  old  friendships  violently  broken  up,  his 
veiy  mind  and  spirit  shaken,  by  just  judgments  which 
may  be  drawing  near  him,  with  or  without  the  ill- 
usage  of  other  men  ?  It  is  well  to  prepare  ourselves 
for  such  things,  that  when  they  come,  we  may  lean 
calmly  on  Christ  and  His  Cross ;  and  how  can  we  pre- 
pare ourselves,  but  in  the  same  way  that  King  Charles 
did  and  the  other  blessed  martyrs  of  old  ?  by  purity 
of  heart  and  life,  such  as  his,  who  being  at  the  point 
of  death  could  send  this  message  to  his  Queen,  that 
he  had  never,  even  in  thought,  swerved  from  his  faith- 
fulness to  her ;  and  by  devotion,  such  as  he  practised, 
who  having  prayed  with  the  Church  all  his  life,  met 
his  death  at  last,  a  willing  and  glorious  martyr,  in 
her  cause. 


HUBSLEY, 

Jan,  30,  1840. 


SEEMON  XXXY. 


AMOS  iii.  2. 


€t 


You  only  have  I  knovm  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth : 
therefore  I  will  punish  you  for  all  your  iniquities,*^ 


w 


E  know  very  well  by  the  New  Testament,  and  by 
services  in  the  Prayer-book,  that  God's  mercies 
to  the  Jewish  people  of  old  time  were  but  types  and 
shadows  of  His  far  greater  mercies  to  us  Christians. 
The  truth,  that  is,  the  substance  and  meaning  o{ 
what  God  did  and  taught  by  Moses,  came  only  by 
Jesus  Christ.  The  priests  in  the  tabernacle  served 
only  to  the  example  and  shadow  of  heavenly  things. 
The  manna,  the  rock,  the  passage  of  the  Bed  Sea, 
were  for  types  of  our  Christian  privileges.  So  St. 
Paul  distinctly  informs  us.  And  the  services  of  the 
Prayer-book  will  not  let  us  forget  it.  Why  did  we 
read,  last  Sunday  morning,  the  chapter  about  the 
lamb  slain  to  be  the  Lord's  Passover  ?  Because  it  is 
a  chief  token  and  figure  of  Christ  dying  on  the  Cross 
for  our  salvation.  Why,  in  the  afternoon,  the  chap- 
ter about  the  passage  of  the  Bed  Sea  ?  Because  it 
happened  to  them  for  a  type  of  our  Baptism,  by 
which  we  were  made  members  of  His  risen  and  spi- 
ritual Body.  Why,  the  next  day,  the  chapter  about 
the  Manna  ?  Because  it  is  the  token  of  that  blessed 
Body  given  to  be  the  food  of  our  souls.  Why,  the 
same  evening,  about  Moses  smiting  the  rock?  Be- 
cause it  prefigured  our  Lord's  side  smitten  with  a 
spear,  and  Blood  and  Water,  pardon  and  grace,  by 
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His  Sacraments  issuing  out  of  it  for  all  generations 
of  believers.  Why,  on  Tuesday,  the  giving  of  the 
Law  from  Mount  Sinai  ?  Because  it  represented  the 
giving  of  the  Christian  law,  the  Gospel,  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  descending  on  the  Apostles  in  Mount  Sion. 

If  the  privileges  of  the  Jews  were  Types  of  ours,  so 
also  we  may  well  understand  that  the  threats  and 
reproofs  which  God  continually  utters  against  them 
for  abusing  those  privileges,  are  but  shadows  of  the 
more  fearful  sentence  which  He  has  prepared  for  dis- 
obedient Christians.  They  being  separated  from  all 
nations,  high  above  the  rest  in  praise,  in  name,  and 
in  glory,  called  to  be  God's  own  in  a  sense  which 
belonged  to  no  other  people  in  the  world;  God 
having  thus  known  and  favoured  them,  acknow- 
ledged them,  and  put  His  own  Xame  upon  them ; 
they  could  expect  no  other  but  that  they  must  give 
an  account  far  more  severe  than  others.  Our  own 
hearts  would  tell  us,  even  if  Holy  Scripture  was 
silent,  that  unto  whensoever  much  is  given^  of  him  shall 
much  he  required:  and  to  whom  men  have  committed 
much^  of  him  they  will  ask  the  more.  So  it  was,  we 
find,  in  the  case  of  the  Jews.  The  Almighty's  way  of 
speaking  to  them  was  always  like  what  He  says  by 
the  prophet  in  the  text,  You  only  have  I  known  of  all 
the  families  of  tlie  earth :  therefore  I  will  punish  you  for 
all  your  iniquities.  No  other  nation  had  God  so  nigh 
to  them,  no  other  nation  had  laws  pronounced  from 
heaven  in  the  voice  of  God,  and  written  with  His 
finger ;  no  other  nation  had  His  temple,  and  priests, 
and  sacrifices,  and  miracles  happening  among  them 
openly,  and  prophecies  uttered  from  time  to  time. 
God  Himself  was  their  King ;  He  acknowledged  them 
for  His  own  in  a  manner  quite  unlike  what  any  other 
jQation  under  heaven  oould  pretend  to.    In  that  sense, 
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God  knew  the  Jews  only,  that  is,  He  acknowledged 
them  only;  for  in  another  sense,  all  nations  are  of 
course  equally  within  His  knowledge ;  His  works  are 
all  known  unto  Him  from  the  beginning  of  the  world. 
But  with  the  Jews  only  did  He  declare  Himself 
familiarly  acquainted,  as  in  old  time  there  was  none 
but  Moses,  with  whom  He  used  to  talk  face  to  face, 
as  a  man  talketh  with  his  friend.  We  know  how 
bitter  the  feeling  is,  when  a  favoured  and  familiar 
acquaintance  uses  us  ill,  how  much  worse,  than  if 
a  stranger  did  the  same.  Therefore  we  may  well 
judge  that  the  Jews,  from  having  been  more  highly 
honoured,  and  brought  nearer  to  Almighty  God, 
would  have  to  render  a  heavier  account  than  the 
heathen.  If  they  worshipped  idols^  it  was  a  far 
worse  thing  than  if  the  Greeks  and  Komans  did  so ; 
at  whose  doings  in  their  ignorance  God  as  yet 
winked.  But  the  Jews  had  full  knowledge  of  His 
mind  in  that  matter,  and  were  bound  to  Him  by 
very  great  benefits  beyond  the  rest.  And  he  ruled 
them,  their  nation,  accordingly,  by  a  regular  equal 
law  of  punishment  and  reward,  such  punishment  and 
reward  as  men  might  see  and  take  notice  of,  answer- 
ing  exactly  to  their  good  or  bad  behaviour.  With 
us,  as  we  know,  it  is  not  so ;  God  does  punish  and 
reward,  not  only  each  of  us  one  by  one,  but  the 
whole  nations  also  and  countries,  and  churches,  which 
are  made  up  of  a  great  many  of  us  put  together; 
God  in  the  end,  no  doubt,  punishes  and  rewards  them 
as  they  deserve ;  but  not  in  a  way  for  us  to  discern 
and  understand  at  the  time ;  whereas  the  Jews  in  the 
days  of  the  Judges  and  Samuel  knew  for  certain,  if 
their  nation  suffered  anything,  that  it  was  a  direct 
chastening  for  their  sin;  and  if  they  sinned  as  a 
nation,  they  were  quite  sure  of  presently  suffering. 
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God,  being  familiar  with  them  only  of  all  the  families 
of  the  earth,  was  careful  to  punish  them  for  all  their 
iniquities.  With  others,  who  could  know  no  better, 
He  might  pass  over  many  things ;  but  with  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  to  whom  lie  had  so  abundantly  re- 
vealed Himself,  He  could  not  pass  over  anything. 

But  if  this  were  so  with  regard  to  the  Israelites,  to 
whom  God's  mercies,  in  comparison,  were  merely  out- 
ward  and  temporal,  how  much  truer  is  it  in  regard 
of  us,  who  have  been  made  partakers  of  a  spiritual 
deliverance ;  to  whom  the  holy  and  Almighty  Spirit 
has  come  down,  not  only,  as  to  the  Jews,  to  dwell 
among  us,  but  as  our  Saviour  told  His  disciples,  to 
dwell  within  us.  Ye  know  Him^  these  are  our  Lord's 
gracious  words ;  ye  knoto  Uim^  for  lie  dwelleth  tvith 
you^  and  shall  he  in  you.  If  a  man  love  Me^  he  will 
keep  My  words y  and  3Iy  Father  will  love  him^  and  We 
will  come  unto  him^  and  make  our  abode  with  him.  Your 
lody^  St.  Paul  says,  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost^ 
which  dwelleth  in  you  ;  and  ye  are  not  your  otvn.  Such 
are  the  great  things  which  have  been  done  for  us ; 
we  have  no  reason  then  to  marvel,  but  rather  to  bow 
the  head  in  silence,  when  we  are  told  that  we  must 
give  a  far  stricter  account  than  if  we  had  never  been 
made  Christians.  And  when  God  speaks  to  the  Jews, 
as  in  the  text,  about  their  surely  sufltering  for  all 
their  sins,  what  can  we  do  so  well  as  take  the  warn- 
ing very  particularly  to  ourselves  ?  On  all  the  great 
times,  such  as  this  of  Easter,  what  can  we  do  more 
profitably  than  recollect  how  much  obedience  and 
holiness  God  expected  of  His  ancient  people,  on 
whom  He  had  laid  obligations  not  to  be  compared 
with  these  ?  Let  us  consider  some  of  these  times  in 
their  order,  and  observe  how  very  plain  and  strong 
18  the  call  made  on  us  to  keep  all  the  commandmeutS| 
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by  one  great  day  after  another,  one  event  in  our 
Lord's  life  after  another,  one  article  of  the  Creed 
after  another,  all  through  the  year  as  it  is  ordered 
by  the  Church. 

Taking  then  the  order  of  the  things  as  they  really 
happened,  which  is  also  the  order  of  the  Apostles' 
Creed ;  the  first  thing  we  come  to  is  the  Incarnation 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  His  taking  our  nature  upon 
Him  in  the  womb  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary.  Here 
we  seem  plainly  to  hear  God  speaking  to  us.  You  alone 
have  I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earthy  all  the 
families  of  created  things,  with  that  sort  of  know- 
ledge, which  comes  from  My  having  taken  your 
nature  upon  Me ;  having  become,  so  to  speak,  one  of 
you  for  a  time  and  for  ever.  Of  your  substance  only, 
among  the  beings  which  I  have  made,  did  I  ever 
become  partaker,  choosing  to  have  such  a  soul  and 
body  as  yours,  in  all  things,  sin  only  excepted,  and  so 
rendering  it  possible  for  you  to  approach  far  nearer 
to  Me,  and  to  partake  of  My  holiness  far  more  en- 
tirely, than  you  would  have  done  any  other  way.  You 
will  be  now  more  inexcusable  than  ever,  you  must 
now  bear  your  whole  iniquity,  if  you  go  on  seeking 
after  lust  and  uncleanness,  now  that  our  Lord  has 

been  conceived  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  Virgin 
Mary. 

Again,  going  on  to  Christmas  Day,  and  the  joyful 
mystery  of  our  Lord's  birth;  here  we  may  under- 
stand Christ,  speaking  by  His  Church,  to  say, 
Amongst  you  only  was  I  born, — bom  of  a  poor 
maiden,  watched  over  by  a  lowly  and  simple  person, 
a  carpenter,  laid,  not  in  a  bed,  but  in  a  manger,  as 
soon  as  born,  because  there  was  no  room  for  them  in 
the  inn.  The  first  persons  who  knew  of  it  were 
simple  shepherds,  and  the  sign  then  given  them  was^ 
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the  swaddling  clothes  and  the  manger,  tokens  of  the 
most  entire  humility ;  Christ,  as  a  little  child,  has 
been  known  to  Christians,  and  knows  them,  owns 
them  for  His  own  especially,  above  all  the  families 
of  the  earth.  Therefore  He  will  punish  us  for  all 
our  pride,  all  our  perverse,  unmanageable,  unchild- 
like  ways. 

Again,  going  on  to  the  next  great  day,  we  find  our 
Lord  beginning  to  suffer  pain,  shedding  the  first  drops 
of  His  sacred  blood  for  our  sake ;  and  is  not  this  the 
same  as  if  our  Lord  said  to  us  in  His  Church,  You 
only,  of  all  the  living  things  that  I  have  made,  have 
I  known  by  sharing  your  bodily  pains,  the  severe  dis- 
cipline with  which  from  time  to  time  you  are  tor- 
mented,  from  your  very  birth,  because  you  are  the 
children  of  sinners.  I  have  known  it  all,  and  borne 
it  and  worse  for  you.  Depend  on  it,  your  iniquity  in 
the  way  of  softness  and  cowardice,  your  impatient, 
unmanly  thoughts,  when  God  visits  you  with  affliction 
more  or  less,  must  every  one  of  them  expect  their 
punishment.  Fretful  and  peevish  looks  and  words 
were  what  even  the  better  sort  of  heathens  were 
ashamed  of;  what  must  they  be,  when  indulged  by 
a  baptized  Christian,  a  member  of  that  Body  which  is 
declared  to  be  righteotisness^  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghost? 

We  cannot  go  through  all  the  holy  days  of  our 
Saviour,  but  a  thoughtful  person  may  well  perceive 
that  they  all  speak  the  same  kind  of  language  to  us. 
On  the  day  of  His  presentation  in  the  Temple  He 
9eems  to  say.  You  only  have  I  known  by  presenting 
Myself  for  you  to  My  Father ;  hard  then  and  heavy 
must  your  account  be,  who  hesitate  so  long  about  pre* 
senting.  yourselves  to  Me,  soul  and  body,  in  the  Holy 
Coinrnxxnmu    On  His  Epiphany,  You  have  I  chosen 
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out  of  all  generations  and  out  of  all  the  coasts  of  the 
world,  to  manifest  Myself  to  you;  you  had  not  far 
to  go,  at  the  leading  of  a  star  which  you  only  saw  at 
a  distance ;  it  was  no  wearisome  journey ;  you  were 
brought  in  your  parents*  arms,  and  placed  in  Mine, 
before  you  could  know  good  and  evil.  Must  not,  too^ 
such  as  you  expect  to  be  severely  visited  for  the  little 
pains  and  trouble  you  are  willing  to  take,  the  little  you 
will  put  yourselves  out  of  the  way,  I  do  not  say  to  find 
Christ,  for  He  hath  been  found  of  you  long  ago,  but 
not  to  lose  Him  by  wilful  sin?  On  the  Innocents' 
Day,  again,  Christ  in  a  manner  addresses  fathers  and 
mothers,  and  says.  Consider  well  your  privileges  as 
Christian  parents.  You  alone  have  I  considered  of  all 
the  fathers  in  the  world,  teaching  you  from  the  begin- 
ning to  whom  you  should  bring  your  children,  and 
what  you  should  do  to  hinder  them  from  losing  His 
blessing.  How  will  it  be  with  you,  should  I  find 
in  the  end  that  you  have  been  careless  about  their 
eternal  good;  or,  far  worse,  helped  to  ruin  them  by 
bad  example  ? 

Proceeding  with  His  life,  we  next  find  Him  bap- 
tized of  St.  John  in  Jordan,  and  so  sanctifying  water 
to  the  mystical  washing  away  of  sin.  Us  only  hath 
He  known  by  submitting  to  the  same  washing  of  water 
He  invites  us  to ;  by  it  He  washed  us  from  all  our 
iniquities ;  if  we  permit  them  to  return  again,  He  will 
surely  visit  us.  Again,  He  fasted  for  our  sakes ;  and 
if  for  want  of  a  little  earnest  care  and  self-deirial  in 
following  His  blessed  example,  we  be  found  unable  to 
resist  temptation ;  if  our  seldom  fasting  leave  our  de- 
sires wild  and  inordinate,  what  right  have  we  to  say 
we  could  not  help  breaking  His  commandments  ?  what 
right,  even  upon  the  truest  repentance,  to  expect  to 
be  forgiven  such  things  without  severe  punishment  ? 
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Again,  by  Ilis  temptation  He  knew  us;  had  such 
a  knowledge  of  what  we  suffer,  being  tempted,  as  to 
be  able  also  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted.  Having 
so  shewn  that  He  knows  us.  He  must  needs  demand 
of  us  on  our  part,  that  we  too  resist  the  devil,  by  the 
power  which  we  know  our  Lord  has  gained  for  us. 

He  has  known  us,  and  we  have  known  Him,  by  His 
preaching  and  His  miracles.  His  most  condescending 
and  bountiful  goodness,  applying  itself  to  every  soul 
and  body  of  man,  so  that  there  is  no  sorrow  nor  sick- 
ness but  finds  its  remedy  with  Him  and  in  Him. 
Here  is  His  reproof  to  us,  when  we  are  wanting  in 
charity ;  here  is  the  token  that  He  will  surely  visit 
us,  if  we  do  not  love  Him  enough  to  trust  Him  in  our 
sorrow,  and  if  we  do  not  love  our  brother  enough  to 
help  Christ  in  him. 

But  more  than  all,  Christ  hath  known  us,  above  all 
the  families  of  the  earth,  by  those  great  and  awful 
mysteries,  which  we  celebrate  particularly  at  this 
Easter  season.  Never  did  He  so  know  us,  so  take  us 
to  be  His  own,  so  confess  a  deep  fellow-feeling  with 
us,  as  in  His  agony  and  bloody  sweat,  in  His  Cross 
and  Passion,  in  His  precious  death  and  burial.  For 
verily  He  took  not  on  Him  (took  no  hold  of)  the  nature 
of  angels^  but  He  took  on  Him  the  seed  of  Abraham.  He 
was  not  made  an  angel  for  the  sake  of  the  fallen  angels, 
but  He  was  made  man  for  our  sake ;  and  being,  as  it 
seems,  of  a  most  tender  and  delicate  body.  He  chose 
to  bedr  all  the  scorn  and  inconvenience,  the  shame  and 
pain  and  loathsomeness,  and  those  continued  insults, 
spitting  and  scourging,  and  buffeting ;  and  what  was 
beyond  our  imagination,  the  sense  of  His  Father's 
wrath,  the  agony  and  pangs  of  death  which  we  had 
deserved ;  does  not  His  very  Cross,  then,  cry  aloud  to 
UBj  and  spare  not  ?  You  Christians,  most  especially  did 
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Christ  know  in  that  His  hour  of  bitterness :  there  was 
not  one  of  you  but  was  in  His  thoughts ;  He  knew 
what  your  sins,  persisted  in,  would  bring  upon  you, 
and  for  you  He  paid  His  ransom ;  now  if  you  go  on 
sinning  wilfully,  there  remaineth  no  more  sacrifice, 
but  a  fearful  expectation  of  judgment  and  fiery  in- 
dignation. 

Once  more,  to  bring  the  matter  down  to  the  present 
time  of  Easter ;  Christ  in  His  resurrection  knew  and 
remembered  us  Christians,  one  by  one,  in  a  manner 
different  from  His  remembrance  of  other  men.     For 
in  rising  and  taking  to  Him  that  glorious  Body,  He 
knew  of  every  particular  person  to  the  world's  end, 
who  would  be  made  partaker  of  that  His  resurrection 
by  baptism,  a  member  of  that  life-giving,  spiritual 
Body.     And  He  of  set  purpose  of  heart  rose  again 
for  the  particular  good  and  justification  of  each  one  of 
us,  whom  He  so  had  in  His  heart.     He  rose  again  for 
our  justification^  yours  and  mine,  and  that  of  all  who 
are  rightly  joined  to  Him  by  the  holy  Sacrament  of 
Baptism.    "What  then  must  be  the  guilt  of  our  iniqui- 
ties, whereby  we  cut  ourselves  scornfully  off  from 
Him,  for  the  pleasures  of  an  hour,  and  less  than  an 
hour,  for  the  fear  of  being  laughed  at  by  persons 
more  foolish  than  ourselves,  for  a  handful  of  money, 
or  out  of  mere  wilfulness,  because  we  will  not  be 
ruled  and  guided,  nor  take  the  trouble  to  consider 
and  keep  ourselves  in  order.     Surely  Esau  selling 
his  birthright  for  a  morsel  of  meat  was  a  true  type, 
I  will  not  say  of  the  worst,  but  of  every  Christian 
who  sins  wilfully  after  receiving  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth. 

These  are  the  thoughts  which  at  joyful  and  holy 
times  sadden  and  oppress  the  souls  of  considerate 
Christians,  and  would  do  so  much  more,  were  they« 
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more  considerate,  and  their  eyes  more  open  to  see 
the  true  condition  both  of  themselves  and  of  their 
brethren.  We,  my  brethren,  have  just  finished  one 
joyful  and  holy  time,  and  we  are  drawing  near  an- 
other. We  have  just  finished  Easter,  and  we  are  draw- 
ing towards  Ascension  and  Whitsunday.  Almighty 
God  is  thus  making  Himself  more  and  more  known, 
drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  us.  We  ought  to  be 
greatly  on  our  guard,  lest  we  indulge  the  happy 
feeling  of  the  season,  without  sufficiently  attending 
to  the  great  point  of  all,  God  Himself  acknowledging 
us  for  His  own,  by  giving  us  to  see  again  such  holy 
times  one  after  another.  Let  us  be  quite  sure  that 
we  are,  every  one  of  us,  most  deeply  concerned  in 
this  matter.  God's  signifying  in  this  way  that  He 
knows  and  remembers  us,  is  a  sure  token,  as  you  have 
heard  from  the  prophet,  that  He  will  visit  us  for  all 
our  iniquities.  Those  to  whom  the  Church  is  thus 
continually  brought  home,  if  they  be  wise,  will  feel 
that  all  excuses  which  they  may  have  been  wont  to 
allege  for  carelessness  and  sin,  can  do  them  no  good 
at  all,  but  had  need  be  laid  aside  for  ever.  They  will 
feel  that  every  fresh  token  by  which  God  plainly 
acknowledges  us,  leaves  us  with  so  much  the  more 
to  answer  for,  if  we  continue  in  any  respect  impeni- 
tent and  careless.  Not  only  these  great  seasons,  but 
every  holy  service^  every  lesson,  prayer,  and  sacra- 
ment, which  the  most  high  God  puts  within  our 
reach,  every  pledge  and  token  of  the  presence  of 
Christ,  will  make  our  burthen  heavier  at  the  last 
day,  if  we  have  not  prepared  ourselves  and  done 
according  to  His  will. 

HuBSLEr, 

April  18,  1841. — Ist  Sunday  after  JSailer. 
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"  They  have  well  said  all  that  they  have  spoken.  0  that 
there  were  such  an  heart  in  them,  that  they  would  fear  Me, 
and  keep  all  My  commandments  always,  that  it  might  be  well 
frith  them,  and  with  their  children  for  ever/" 

THIS,  I  believe,  is  the  one  only  place  in  which 
God's  people,  the  children  of  Israel,  on  their  way 
from  Egypt  to  Canaan,  are  related  to  have  received 
any  praise  and  approbation  from  Him.  Almost  all 
the  rest  of  the  way  they  are  reproved  for  their  un- 
dutiful,  unthankful  ways.  Ye  have  been  rebellious 
against  the  Lord^  says  Moses,  from  the  day  that  I 
knew  you.  Many  a  time  did  they  provoke  Him  in  the 
wilderness  and  grieved  Him  in  the  desert ;  they  turned 
back  and  tempted  God^  and  moved  the  Holy  One  in 
Israel.  Nay,  so  regularly  disobedient  were  they, 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  has  held  them  up  for  an  ex- 
ample against  frowardness  and  perverseness  to  all 
times  and  to  all  nations.  Forty  years  was  He  grieved 
with  this  generation,  this  highly-favoured  race,  and 
said,  It  is  a  people  that  do  err  in  their  hearts^  for  they 
have  not  known  My  ways. 

They  who  were  continually  bringing  so  much  blame 
on  themselves,  it  cannot  but  be  well  worthy  of  our 
regard  what  the  particular  point  might  be,  which  is 
so  bright  an  exception  to  the  general  course  of  God's 
sentence  on  their  behaviour.    They  whose  tongues  in 
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general  proved  so  full  of  murmuring  and  blasphemy, 
of  them  it  is  here  declared  by  the  Almighty  Himself, 
They  have  well  said  all  that  they  have  spoken;  who 
would  not  be  curious  to  observe  in  what  matter  par- 
ticularly they  so  far  surpassed  themselves,  and  ob- 
tained such  high  praise  from  the  judge  ? 

Now  the  occasion  of  their  being  so  honoured  was 
this.  When  God  had  shewn  Himself  to  them  on 
Mount  Sinai,  with  all  those  circumstances  of  terror, 
the  whole  mount  burning  with  fire,  and  quaking 
greatly;  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  exceeding  loud; 
the  command  given,  that  not  so  much  as  a  beast 
should  touch  the  mountain ;  and  above  all,  the  voice 
of  Ood  speaking  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire,  and 
uttering  the  awful  Ten  Commandments;  the  people 
were  filled  with  a  real  and  deep  fear  of  God,  they  r^- 
movedy  and  stood  afar  off;  and  when  the  heavenly 
voice  ceased,  we  read  in  the  First  Lesson  this  after- 
noon, how  they  came  near  to  Moses,  by  the  heads  of 
their  tribes,  and  their  elders,  and  said.  Behold^  the 
Lord  our  God  hath  shewed  us  His  glory  and  His  great- 
nesSj  and  we  have  heard  His  voice  out  of  the  midst  of 
the  fire ;  we  have  seen  this  day  that  God  doth  talk  with 
many  and  he  liveth.  Now  therefore  why  should  we  die  ? 
for  this  great  fire  will  consume  us;  if  we  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  our  God  any  more^  then  we  shall  die.  For  who 
is  there  of  all  fleshy  that  hath  heard  the  voice  of  the 
living  God  speaking  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire^  as  we 
have,  and  lived?  Go  thou  near  (so  they  speak  to 
Moses)  and  hear  all  that  the  Lord  our  God  shall  say  ; 
and  speak  thou  unto  us  all  that  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
speak  unto  thee ;  and  we  will  hear  it^  and  do  it.  This 
was  their  feeling ;  they  were  deeply  impressed  with 
the  sense  of  God's  immediate  Presence,  made  known 
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to  them  by  such  awfiil  tokens;  they  felt  how  un- 
worthy they  were  to  come  so  very  near  Him;  they 
humbly  therefore  expressed  their  wish  that  He  would 
speak  to  them  as  before  through  Moses  His  own  ap- 
pointed messenger. 

Nor  was  this  a  slavish,  unworthy  fear  in  them,  nor 
was  there  in  it  anything  disrespectful  to  the  Almighty, 
as  if  they  preferred  His  minister  to  Himself.  On  the 
contrary,  God's  own  voice  distinctly  assures  them 
that  it  was  well-pleasing  in  His  sight.  It  was  true 
devotion  in  them,  when  they  so  shrank  from  God's 
presence,  and  sought  rather  to  come  to  Him  through 
that  man  whom  He  had  ordained.  For  Moses  goes 
on  and  says,  The  Lord  heard  the  voice  of  your  words^ 
when  ye  spake  unto  me ;  and  the  Lord  said  unto  me^  I 
have  heard  the  voice  of  the  words  of  this  people^  which 
they  have  spoken  unto  thee^  they  have  well  said  all  that 
they  have  spoken.  And  then  He  proceeds  to  give 
Moses  orders  accordingly :  Go^  say  to  them^  Get  you 
into  your  tents  again ;  hut  as  for  thee^  stand  thou  here 
by  Me^  and  I  will  speak  unto  thee  all  the  commandments 
and  the  statutes  and  the  Judgments^  which  thou  shalt 
teach  themy  that  they  may  do  them  in  the  land  which  I 
give  them  to  possess  it.  Thus  we  see  they  had  for  the 
moment  the  entire  approbation  of  the  great  unerring 
Judge.  If  they  had  but  gone  on  steadily,  with  the 
same  humility  of  mind,  to  do  the  commandments 
which  they  then  heard,  they  should  have  had  peace 
with  God  for  ever. 

We  may  believe  that  Almighty  God  spake  out  the 
more  expressly  in  their  praise,  and  that  Moses  took 
the  greater  delight  in  repeating  His  words,  as  know- 
ing what  a  root  of  irreverence  they  had  in  their 
hearts,  and  how  much  danger  there  was  that  they 
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should  behave  ill  and  disrespectfully,  even  with  such 
fearful  tokens  of  His  overpowering  majesty  on  every 
side  of  them.  This  had  caused  Him  to  give  such 
earnest  warning,  and  make  such  manifold  preparation 
as  we  read  of  in  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  Exodus, 
before  He  allowed  them  to  hear  His  voice.  He  bade 
them  sanctify  themselves,  and  abstain  even  from  inno- 
cent pleasures,  for  three  days,  that  their  thoughts 
might  be  less  likely  to  wander  from  Him  in  those 
a\\ful  moments  when  He  was  to  be  so  near.  He 
bade  them  set  bounds  about  the  mountain,  whoever 
touched  it  was  surely  to  be  put  to  death ;  whether  it 
were  beast  or  man,  it  was  to  be  stoned^  or  thrust 
through  with  a  dart  Moses  alone  was  to  go  up,  and 
all  they  to  stand  about  the  mountain ;  and  when  he 
had  gone  up,  the  Almighty,  as  if  not  yet  satisfied 
with  His  own  precautions,  sent  him  down  again,  to 
charge  the  people^  lest  they  break  through  unto  the  Lord 
to  gaze^  and  many  of  them  perish.  Moses  was  also  to 
repeat  the  warning  to  the  priests,  that  they,  coming 
so  near  as  they  did  to  the  Lord,  should  sanctify  them- 
selves, Ust  the  Lord  break  forth  upon  tliem.  Moses 
wondered  how  it  should  be  necessary  to  repeat  this 
warning,  after  so  much  as  had  been  said  before ;  and 
as  at  other  times  he  remonstrates,  so  to  speak,  with 
the  Lord,  The  people  cannot  come  up  to  Mount  Sinai ; 
for  Thou  chargedst  us^  saying^  Set  bounds  about  the 
mounty  and  sanctify  it.  Moses  considered  it  impos- 
sible, after  what  had  been  said,  and  what  they  saw 
with  their  eyes,  that  they  should  be  guilty  of  such 
irreverence;  but  God,  who  knows  the  secret  of  our 
hearts,  and  how  deep  the  root  of  bitterness  there 
goes, — God  saw  that  it  was  needful  for  him  to  go 
down,  and  repeat  the  warning  to  them  again,  before 
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He  began  to  utter  the  Ten  Commandments,  out  of  the 
midst  of  the  fire  in  their  hearing.  God's  merciful 
purpose  was  so  far  accomplished,  that  the  whole  con- 
gregation was  for  the  time  truly  and  profoundly  filled 
with  fear.  Those  who  might  otherwise  have  been 
presumptuous  and  profane  now  dared  not  so  trans- 
gress ;  they  were  kept  in  order  and  taught  reverence, 
partly  by  the  fearful  sights  and  great  soimds  on  every 
side  of  them,  partly,  we  may  believe,  by  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Commandments  themselves  which  they 
heard.  For  which  of  us  all  could  help  trembling, 
should  he  hear  with  his  own  ears  the  voice  of  God 
from  heaven,  naming  by  name  those  very  sins  which 
we  have  on  our  consciences,  forbidding  them  and 
threatening  them  with  His  wrath  and  damnation  ? 

Their  hearts  then  being  in  this  way  humbled, — per- 
ceiving on  the  one  hand  God's  glory  and  greatness, 
and  that  if  they  lose  His  favour  they  perish,  and  on 
the  other  hand  being  made  aware  how  unworthy  they 
are  to  come  near  Him,  through  their  manifold  sins, 
they  are  led  as  it  were  of  their  own  accord  to  the 
thought  of  a  Mediator,  of  one  who  should  be  betwixt 
God  and  them,  and  should  make  them  aware  of  God's 
Will  and  Presence  in  a  way  less  fearful  and  over- 
powering. They  removed^  and  stood  afar  off^  and  said 
unto  MoseSy  Speak  thou  unto  us  and  we  will  hear ;  but 
let  not  God  speak  with  usy  lest  we  die.  This  was  the 
temper  which  obtained  God's  praise  and  approbation, 
to  be  thoroughly  aware  of  His  majestic  presence,  and 
fully  set  to  remember  Him  and  keep  His  command- 
ments, yet  at  the  same  time  so  fully  aware  of  their 
own  evil  deeds  and  unworthiness,  as  to  tremble  at  ap- 
proaching Him  directly,  and  most  thankfully  to  wel- 
come and  lay  hold  of  whatsoever  means  and  helps 
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and  ways  towards  Himself  He  has  ordained;  not  to 
imagine  that  we  can  choose  our  own  ways,  but  most 
dutifully  to  follow  His  ways; — this  was  the  mind 
which  the  Almighty  so  much  approved  in  His  chosen 
people  for  the  time ;  but  they  too  soon  swerved  from 
it,  first  one  way  and  then  the  other ;  first  perverting 
and  then  contradicting  it.  They  perverted  that  good 
mind,  which  made  them  feel  their  need  of  a  Mediator, 
when  on  Moses'  abiding  long  in  the  mount  they  pre- 
vailed on  Aaron  to  make  an  image,  by  way  of  Media- 
tor, to  go  before  them;  instead  of  having  so  much 
faith  as  to  wait  a  few  days  for  the  return  of  the  one 
Mediator  whom  they  knew  to  have  been  appointed 
by  God.  And  God  punished  their  unbelieving  rest- 
lessness by  permitting  the  molten  gold  to  take  the 
shape  of  one  of  the  chief  idols  of  Egypt,  so  that 
almost  before  they  were  aware  of  ity  their  impatience 
at  being  out  of  sight  of  their  Mediator  had  betrayed 
them  into  gross  idolatry.  For  this  God  sent  His 
heavy  judgments  upon  them,  and  thus  all  we  through 
the  children  of  Israel  are  cautioned  to  fear  indeed 
and  tremble  and  seek  a  Mediator,  when  we  would 
come  before  God,  but  not  to  think  we  may  choose 
that  Mediator  for  ourselves,  in  case  he  whom  God  has 
appointed  seem  too  far  from  us. 

Again,  as  this  first  generation  of  the  chosen  people 
perverted  God's  teaching  about  a  Mediator,  so  some 
of  them  or  of  their  children,  in  no  long  time  after- 
wards,  contradicted  the  same  teaching  altogether. 
I  mean  in  the  matter  of  Korah,  Dathan  and  Abiram ; 
in  which  it  may  be  observed  that  the  most  forward 
were  the  Levites,  who  had  not  joined  in  the  sin  of 
making  and  worshipping  the  golden  calf.  They  had 
not  joined  in  seeking  after  a  false  Mediator  of  their 
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own  making,  but  now  they  had  no  scruple  in  reject- 
ing those  whom  Ggd  had  made  Mediators,  Moses  their 
prophet  and  Aaron  their  priest,  on  pretence  of  their 
being  as  well  able  to  come  to  God  by  themselves. 
The  first  sort  found  themselves  so  uneasy  without 
Moses,  that  they  insisted  on  having  some  visible 
guide  in  his  place ;  the  other  sort  rebelled  against  the 
notion  of  any  help  from  Moses  or  Aaron  being  neces- 
sary. All  the  congregation,  they  said,  were  holy, 
every  one  of  them ;  and  it  was  no  use  pretending  to 
put  out  their  eyes,  they  could  just  as  well  be  each  one 
his  own  king  or  prophet  and  his  own  priest. 

Their  miserable  end  we  know;  the  Lord  made 
a  new  thing  ;  the  earth  opened  her  mouth  and  swal- 
lowed up  those  who  rebelled  against  Moses,  and  fire 
from  the  Lord  consumed  those  who  set  up  to  be  each 
man  his  own  priest.  The  same  voice  which  had  so 
praised  them  from  Mount  Sinai,  when  with  fear  and 
trembling  they  accepted  Moses  for  their  Mediator, 
now  spoke  of  them  as  cut  off  from  being  God^s  people  ; 
Separate  yourselves^  It  said,  from  among  them,  that 
I  may  consume  them  as  in  a  moment.  In  a  word,  we 
see  that  when  God  approved  the  Israelites,  it  was  for 
reverently  seeking  Him  through  the  Mediator  whom 
He  had  chosen ;  and  that  He  sent  His  sore  judgments 
upon  them,  in  the  matter  of  the  golden  calf,  for  going 
after  mediators  of  their  own  invention;  in  that  of 
Xorah,  for  slighting  the  doctrine  that  they  needed 
any  Mediator  at  all. 

I^ow  it  is  not  at  all  hard  to  see  how  all  this  applies 
to  Christian  people,  their  duty  and  their  dangers. 
Moses  in  the  mountain  pleading  for  his  countrymen 
and  receiving  the  Ten  Commandments,  was,  we  know, 
but  a  type  and  figure  of  Jesus  Christ  pleading  for 
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us  in  heaven,  and  receiving  the  New  Law  to  send 
down  from  His  Father  by  His  Spiirit.  As  the  Jews 
religiously  feared  to  hear  God's  voice,  except  through 
His  chosen  Advocate,  so  true  Christian  faith,  the  faith 
which  justifies  and  keeps  a  man  joined  to  Christ,  is 
that  temper  of  mind  by  which  Christians  acknowledge 
Him  as  their  all,  feel  that  without  Him  they  can  do 
nothing,  shrink  from  coming  before  God  in  any  other 
character  than  as  members  of  Him,  called  by  His 
name  and  having  His  robe,  as  it  were,  thrown  over 
them.  For  as  there  is  one  only  God,  and  none  else, 
so  is  there  one  only  mediator  between  God  and  man^ 
the  man  Christ  Jesus  ;  our  Prophet,  from  whom  comes 
all  saving  truth ;  our  King,  from  whom  comes  all 
saving  power;  our  Priest,  from  whom  comes  all 
saving  pardon  and  grace.  We  are  to  receive  Him 
thoroughly  in  each  of  these  three  offices.  "We  have 
vowed  to  do  so  at  baptism,  to  look  for  no  divine  truth 
except  from  Christ^s  teaching,  no  strength  but  in  His 
kingdom,  no  health  nor  salvation  but  in  union  with 
Him  crucified.  This  is  the  very  first  beginning,  the 
threshhold,  as  it  were,  of  Christian  doctrine;  to  be 
thoroughly  aware  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Way,  the 
Truth,  and  the  Life,  and  that  no  man  cometh  unto 
the  Father  but  by  Him.  This  great  truth  is  in  sub- 
stance on  the  lips  of  every  one  of  us ;  we  all  own 
ourselves  unworthy  sinners,  and  unfit  to  speak  to  the 
Almighty  except  through  Christ  Jesus ;  we  are  so  far 
like  those  Israelites  in  that  one  happy  moment  when 
they  obtained  the  praise  of  God,  but  how  is  it  when 
we  come  to  practice  ? 

If  we  really  enter  into  their  mind,  deeply  feeling 
God's  majesty  and  our  own  vileness,  shall  we  not 
of  course  be  very  thankful,  as  for  our  Lord's  media*^. 
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tion  itself,  which  brings  us  to  God,  so  for  the  Church 
and  her  sacraments  which  bring  us  to  our  Lord,  and 
make  us  partakers  of  that  effectual  mediation  ?  Con- 
sider, He  to  whom  and  through  whom  we  would  draw 
near  is  Himself  the  Most  High,  the  unspeakable, 
eternal  God.  He  has  in  His  mercy  become  one  of 
us,  hath  taken  .our  nature  upon  Him,  can  be  touched 
with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities ;  yet  all  this  does  not 
in  the  least  stain  or  diminish  His  divine  and  heavenly 
glory.  He  has  indeed,  so  great  is  His  condescension, 
invited  us  to  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace ; 
but  we  know  not  how  much  of  this  gracious  invita- 
tion we  may  have  forfeited,  if  we  have  unhappily  fallen 
into  wilful  habitual  sin  since  we  were  made  members 
of  Christ ;  the  more  we  know  of  the  evil  that  is  in 
ourselves,  and  of  His  pure  and  perfect  holiness,  the 
more  anxiously  shall  we  seek  all  the  helps  which  He 
has  graciously  left  on  earth  for  us  to  seek  Him  by. 
He  has  His  priesthood  now,  as  He  had  Moses  and 
Aaron  then,  to  govern,  to  instruct,  and  to  minister 
grace  to  His  Church.  Surely  a  humble  and  a  wise 
heart  will  seek  to  approach  Christ  rather  through 
their  ministrations  (when  there  is  a  choice)  than  by 
his  own  private  prayers  alone.  To  such  persons  it 
will  be  the  greatest  consolation  and  relief  to  think 
that  they  are  not  praying  alone ;  they  will  rejoice  in 
every  ordinance  which  brings  them  more  and  more 
into  communion  and  fellowship  with  all  the  members 
of  our  Redeemer  everywhere ;  they  will  feel  as  if 
their  own  weak  and  unworthy  supplications  had  wings 
added  to  them,  and  were  made  more  likely  to  mount 
upwards  to  the  throne  of  grace,  when  they  are  joined 
in  one  with  the  prayer  of  their  brethren ;  and  not  of 
their  living  brethren  only,  of  the  same  time  and  plaoe,^ 
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but  of  all  Christians  always  and  everywhere ;  for  in 
all,  Holy  Scripture  teaches,  every  member  has  an 
interest;  and  when  we  join  in  the  ancient  Church 
prayers,  in  such,  for  example,  as  that  for  the  Church 
Militant  in  our  Communion  Service,  we  have  in  very 
deed  praying  with  us  and  interceding  for  us  the 
whole  of  Christ's  Catholic  Church;  and  surely  the 
unworthier  a  person  feels  himself,  the  more  he 
trembles  before  God's  awful  majesty,  the  more  earn- 
estly will  he  seek  and  long  for  such  prevailing  help 
as  this  for  his  own  weak  prayers,  remembering  the 
express  promise  of  our  blessed  Lord,  If  any  two  of 
you  (and  much  more  surely  if  the  whole  Church)  toiU 
agree  in  anything  they  shall  ask^  it  shall  be  done  for 
them  of  My  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  For  the  same 
sort  of  reason,  such  a  worshipper  as  Almighty  God 
in  the  text  encourages,  will  rather,  if  he  has  his 
choice,  pray  in  a  church  than  at  home ;  he  will  be 
glad  in  his  troubles,  of  soul  or  body,  if  he  can  obtain 
the  special  intercession  of  the  Church,  and  of  those 
members  of  it  especially,  with  whom  Christ  has  es- 
pecially promised  to  be.  His  priests,  to  whom  He 
said,  /  am  with  you  always  ;  and  the  poor  of  His  flock, 
to  whom  whatsoever  is  done  He  reckons  done  to  Him- 
self. He  will  also  very  greatly  value  the  solemn 
benediction  of  the  priest,  and  those  prayers  which 
he  specially  offers  up  for  us  after  confession  of  our 
sins,  beseeching  the  All-merciful  to  absolve  us  and 
declaring  His  absolution.  In  all  these  and  the  like 
cases  it  should  seem  that  a  humble  and  dutiful  mind 
will  gladly  submit  itself  to  the  ordinance  of  Jesus 
Christ  appointing  that  His  Apostles  and  their  suc- 
cessors lAould  be  ministers  between  Him  and  our 
souls.    We  may  well  feel  as  if  God  was  most  con- 
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siderately  sparing  us,  in  not  speaking  with  us  di- 
rectly, lest  we  die.  And  even  in  regard  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  where  we  have  the  very  words  of 
our  Lord  and  our  God,  Jesus  Christ,  a  reverential 
heart  will  feel  very  often,  that  it  is  a  very  awfiil  thing 
to  read  in  that  book — as  awful,  had  we  but  faith  to 
receive  it,  as  for  the  Israelites  to  lie  prostrate  under 
Mount  Sinai,  and  hear  God  speaking  out  of  the  midst 
of  the  fire ;  and  therefore,  if  we  be  wise  and  dutiful, 
we  shall  always  pray  and  strive  against  being  left 
quite  alone  to  read  and  interpret  the  Scriptures  for 
ourselves;  we  shall  listen  after  the  voice  of  the 
Church,  our  mother,  in  the  Prayer-book,  and  shall 
say  in  our  hearts  to  her,  as  the  children  of  Israel  to 
Moses,  Speak  thou  with  us,  and  we  will  hear :  hut  let  not 
God  speak  with  uSy  lest  we  die;  let  us  not  be  left 
to  ourselves  to  make  out  the  meaning  of  the  divine 
words,  lest  some  deadly  error  separate  us  from  Christ, 
and  we  die. 

Thus  humbly  drawing  back  we  shall  in  effect  draw 
nearer  to  our  Lord;  even  as  He,  ascending  to  His 
Father  and  coming  down  again  by  His  Spirit,  caused 
Himself  to  be  nearer  to  us  than  if  He  had  continued 
with  us  after  the  flesh.  For  of  course,  the  more  we 
shrink  from  presumptuously  drawing  near  in  our  own 
strength,  the  more  earnest  and  diligent  shall  we  be 
in  coming,  as  He  has  expressly  invited,  in  the  strength 
which  we  have  of  His  Spirit  as  members  of  His  Body. 
Neither  on  the  other  hand  shall  we  so  depend  on 
these  gracious  helps,  as  to  neglect  the  keeping  of  the 
Commandments.  For  the  very  reason  that  we  value 
those  helps  is  their  bringing  God  nearer  to  us,  than 
our  fallen  and  sinful  being  could  endure  any  other 
way  ;  and  we  know,  were  it  only  by  what  happened 
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on  Mount  Sinai,  that  we  must  leave  nothing  undone 
to  sanctify  ourselves,  when  God  is  coming  to  us.  His 
Presence  must  ever  be  remembered  ;  so  shall  we  not, 
like  the  framers  of  the  golden  calf,  be  tempted  to  in- 
vent means  of  grace  for  ourselves,  as  though  making 
up  for  His  supposed  absence ;  our  unworthiness  must 
ever  be  remembered,  that  we  may  not  rashly  come 
near,  like  Korah  and  his  company,  in  wilful  neglect 
of  any  of  the  helps  which  He  offers  us  in  His  Church 
and  kingdom.  This  is  the  mind  concerning  which 
God  Himself,  in  His  unspeakable  condescension,  does 
as  it  were  pray  in  the  text  for  His  people,  0  that 
there  were  such  a  heart  in  them.  This  is  the  good  and 
the  right  way ;  to  fear  God,  and  to  keep  all  His  com- 
mandments always,  that  when  we  come  to  seek  Christ, 
who  is  our  life,  where  He  has  promised  to  be,  that  is 
in  His  holy  Church,  we  may  not  through  our  wilful 
unworthiness  miss  Him,  but  may  both  find  Him  here, 
and  keep  Him  for  ever. 

BiBLET, 

April  17,  1842. 
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HEBREWS  xiii.  8. 
^' Jesus  Christ  the  same  yesterday,  and  to  day,  and  for  ever" 

flOD  is  always  one  and  the  same ;  everywhere  and 
at  all  times  He  is  the  same  God^  loving  righte- 
ousness and  hating  iniquity.  Jesus  Christ,  God  of 
gods,  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever. 
The  Spirit  of  God  is  one  and  the  self-same  Spirit, 
dividing  indeed  to  every  man  severally  as  He  will, 
yet  so  as  that  all  is  one  work,  every  part  agrees  with 
every  other  part.  The  Church  of  God  is  one  and  the 
same ;  the  same  now  as  in  the  great  day  of  Pentecost ; 
her  Creeds  the  same,  her  Sacraments  the  same,  her 
Ministry  the  same,  binding  her  to  Christ  through 
the  Apostles  whom  He  ordained. 

To  this  great  pattern  of  perfect  Unity,  Christ  the 
same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,  one  Lord,  one 
faith,  one  baptism,  all  the  world  over,  each  separate 
Christian  is  bound  to  conform  himself  in  the  daily 
course  of  his  life  and  conduct.  And  this  is  what  we 
call  consistency,  or  Christian  steadiness ;  when  a  man's 
words  and  works  are  all  of  a  piece,  all  suitable  to 
each  other,  all  agreeable  to  the  holy  covenant  made 
with  Christ  in  the  Sacrament  of  our  new  birth.  This 
is  what  we  are  every  way  bound  to ;  this  is  what  the 
Church  expects  of  us ;  this  is  a  necessary  part  of  that 
conformity  to  Christ's  example,  without  which  we 
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forfeit  all  the  blessing  of  His  Resurreotion.  The  faith 
and  self-denial,  in  which  we  are  to  follow  Him,  must 
be  practised  constantly^  and  run  through  our  whole 
conduct.  It  will  not  do  to  pray  earnestly  one  hour, 
and  the  next  hour  to  run  as  earnestly  after  something 
worldly  and  sinful;  it  will  not  do  to  stand  against 
many  temptations,  but  to  allow  yourself  in  some  one 
evil  pleasure,  overcoming  you  nearly  as  often  as  it 
comes  in  your  way.  In  this  matter  we  may  learn 
a  lesson  from  our  very  tempter  himself,  the  accursed 
and  bad  spirit.  He  never  wanders  from  his  own 
work  into  good,  and  we  must  not  wander  from  ours 
into  mischief.  He  agrees  but  too  well  with  himself; 
morning,  noon  and  night,  he  is  seeking  the  same 
end ;  never  does  he  so  far  forget  himself  as  to  per- 
suade us  to  any  good.  When  will  any  of  us  be  as 
diligent  in  doing  right  and  keeping  the  command- 
ments ? 

But  let  us  rather  turn  to  the  bright  example  which 
the  Easter  time  sets  before  us.  Our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
having  risen  from  the  dead,  separated  Himself  en- 
tirely from  the  world,  as  before  His  death  He  had 
denied  Himself  entirely.  In  neither  case  were  His 
doings  at  all  imperfect.  From  hour  to  hour,  from 
year  to  year,  there  was  no  change  in  Him  in  respect 
of  perfect  faith  and  self-denial.  One  day  told  another^ 
and  one  night  certified  another.  Alone  or  in  company, 
among  bad  persons  or  good,  whether  men  worshipped 
or  whether  they  persecuted,  He  was  one  and  the  same. 
He  never  for  a  moment  seemed  to  forget  the  great 
end  for  which  He  came  into  the  world.  It  was  His 
meat  and  drink  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  Him, 
and  to  finish  His  work.  And  His  Apostles,  when 
they  had  been  quickened  by  His  Spirit,  were  in  their 
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measure  consistent  as  He  had  been.  There  might  be 
now  and  then  weaknesses  in  them,  but  there  was 
nothing  like  swerving  from  the  faith,  no  heathenism, 
nothing  like  denying  Christ,  nothing,  in  a  word,  to 
be  called  wilful  sin.  Where  Christ  had  set  them, 
there  they  abode ;  there  was  nothing  in  them  double- 
minded  or  unstable ;  no  one,  looking  at  their  conduct, 
was  moved  to  say.  How  strange  that  people  should 
BO  contradict  themselves  I 

But  they,  it  will  be  said,  were  Apostles — the  Holy 
Spirit  had  come  down  on  them  in  a  wonderful  man- 
ner; we  are  but  ordinary  Christians,  how  can  the 
same  constancy  in  holiness  be  expected  of  us  ?  Nay, 
but  consider,  what  says  the  Catechism?  We  are 
members  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  same  Spirit  that  de- 
scended at  Pentecost  has  descended  on  us  also ;  and 
as  the  Apostles  in  the  beginning  were  but  men  of 
like  passions  with  us,  so  each  partaker  of  Holy  Bap- 
tism is  so  far  admitted  to  like  privileges  with  them. 
The  difference  is  not  in  the  favour  we  have  received, 
so  much  as  in  the  use  we  have  made  of  It.  Do  you 
not  see  how  St.  Paul  speaks  to  every  ordinary  Chris- 
tian at  Colosse  or  Ephesus  or  Corinth?  Christ  is  in 
you  the  hope  of  glory ;  you  are  fellow -citizens  with  the 
saints  J  and  of  the  household  of  God;  God  hath  raised 
us  up,  both  us  and  you,  when  we  were  alike  dead  in 
sins.  He  raised  up  both  together,  and  made  us  sit 
together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus.  I  thank  my 
God  that  in  every  thing  ye  are  enriched  by  Him,  so  that 
ye  come  behind  in  no  gift.  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are 
the  temple  of  God,  that  your  bodies  are  the  temples 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  members  of  Christ  ?  Thus 
speaks  the  Apostle  to  all  his  converts,  and  through 
them  to  all  Christians.     Therefore  if  we  are  incon- 
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sistent,  and  walk  unworthy  of  our  high  calling,  it  is 
iiot,  be  sure,  for  want  of  help  from  above ;  we  must 
not  plead  that  the  saints  had  light  and  grace,  but 
that  we  are  left  more  to  ourselves ;  it  is  not  so,  my 
brethren,  indeed  it  is  not  so;  we  are  members  of 
Christ  as  they  were,  and  if  we  break  our  vows,  and 
contradict  our  professions,  and  mingle  mammon's  ser- 
vice with  God's,  it  is  the  same  kind  of  thing  as  if 
Apostles  had  fallen  away.  You  know  what  sort  of 
thoughts  you  would  have  had,  had  you  been  a  witness 
of  what  passed  between  our  Lord  and  His  favoured 
disciples ;  what  holy  and  good  behaviour  you  would 
have  expected  from  them ;  how  strange  and  shocking 
it  would  have  been  to  you,  had  you  seen  St.  Peter 
or  St.  John  giving  way  to  the  ordinary  ways  and  low 
passions  of  the  generality  of  mankind;  greedy  of 
gain,  given  up  to  bodily  pleasures,  angry  and  fretful, 
discontented  and  selfish.  So  and  much  more  are  the 
holy  angels  shocked,  when  they  see  any  of  us  in- 
dulging the  same  evil  tempers.  Besides  their  horror 
at  seeing  God  so  affronted,  and  at  thinking  of  the 
miserable  end  of  such  doings,  the  very  foolishness, 
and  vileness,  and  absurdity  must  be  something  more 
than  our  imaginations  can  reach.  Balaam  was  an  in- 
stance; his  eyes  were  open;  he  heard  the  words  of 
Gody  and  knew  the  knowledge  of  the  Most  High  ;  he  saw 
the  vision  of  the  Almighty ;  his  eyes  were  open,  yet 
he  fell;  one  day  refusing  to  curse  Israel,  though  he 
should  gain  by  it  a  house  full  of  silver  and  gold,  the 
next  day  deliberately  suggesting  to  Balak  how  Israel 
might  be  corrupted ;  with  the  same  heart  and  almost 
at  the  same  moment  longing  for  the  vrages  of  un- 
righteousness, and  yearning  after  the  death  of  the 
righteous.     And  we  know  that  God's  angel  came  gut 
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io  withstand  him^  because  his  way  was  perverse  before 
Him.  So  when  we  are  thwarted  by  His  providence, 
when  distress  and  anguish  come  upon  us,  it  may  be 
well  for  us  to  think  whether  the  cause  be  not  some 
such  mixture  of  good  and  evil  in  our  conduct,  some 
sin  which  we  permit  ourselves  to  practise,  breaking 
our  vows  and  affi*onting  the  Divine  Majesty.  And 
when  we  feel  the  pleasure,  which  all  persons  some- 
times feel,  of  seeing  every  piece  of  work  thoroughly 
well  done  in  all  points,  a  picture  exactly  painted, 
a  fsLTxa  or  garden  cultivated  in  the  best  way,  or  of 
hearing  musical  voices  and  instruments  in  good  and 
true  harmony,  we  may  discern  perhaps  some  faint 
shadow  of  the  pleasure  good  spirits  may  have  in  con- 
templating  the  consistent  life  of  a  true  saint  of  God. 

Our  Church  services  this  week  lead  us  to  think  of 
this  grace  of  constancy  as  of  a  great  Easter  lesson. 
If  we  be  indeed  risen  with  Christ,  let  us  see  to  it  that 
our  conduct  agrises,  one  part  of  it  with  another,  and 
the  whole  of  it  with  our  Christian  profession.  The 
ancient  Collect  which  we  use  to-day  was  meant  to 
beg  this  grace  particularly  for  such  as  had  been  newly- 
baptized  at  Easter;  ^^ Grant  unto  all  them  that  are 
admitted  into  the  fellowship  of  Christ's  religion,  that 
they  may  eschew  (or  avoid)  those  things  which  are 
contrary  to  their  profession,  and  follow  all  such  things 
as  are  agreeable  to  the  same."  No  doubt  this  prayer 
referred  in  the  first  place  to  a  custom  which  the 
Church  had  in  old  times  of  baptizing  especially  at 
Easter  and  Whitsuntide.  It  is  as  if  she  prayed  that 
the  white  robes  which  the  new  baptized  had  lately 
put  on  might  continue  always  white,  without  stain 
or  spot  or  blemish.  We  know  how  foul  and  im- 
pleasing  anything  of  that  sort  is  upon  snow,  or  upon 
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whatever  ought  to  be  as  white  as  snow ;  so  and  much 
more  are  the  sins  of  the  baptized  abhorred  by  the 
good  Spirits  who  have  eyes  to  see  what  baptismal 
purity  is.  Their  own  clothes  will  ahhor  them;  so 
speaks  holy  Job,  the  type  and  shadow  of  their  peni- 
tence. The  very  garments  which  they  wore  as  Chris- 
tianSy  their  baptismal  dresses,  will  seem  to  scorn  and 
reproach  them,  should  they  by  wilful  sin  violate  their 
baptismal  vow.  We  wear  no  particular  dress  to  re- 
mind us  of  that  vow,  yet  have  we  many  remem- 
brancers of  it ;  from  time  to  time  we  see  others  bap- 
tized, the  sign  of  the  cross  meets  our  eye,  the  name 
Christian  by  which  we  call  ourselves  sounds  in  our 
ear ;  every  such  sight  and  sound  will  be  shame  and 
torture  one  day  to  the  unworthy  and  backsliding. 

And  this  so  much  the  more,  as  their  conduct  is  not 
only  a  shame  to  themselves,  but  also  a  reproach  to  the 
worthy  Name  by  which  they  are  called.  It  is  not  only 
a  sin,  but  an  offence  and  scandal.  This  also  is  touched 
upon  in  the  Collect,  where  it  makes  mention  of  God's 
work  of  converting  souls.  He  ^^  shews  to  them  that  be 
in  error  the  light  of  His  truth,  to  the  intent  that  they 
may  return  into  the  way  of  righteousness ;"  therefore 
we  pray  to  Him  that  all  Christians  may  live  worthy 
of  the  profession  they  have  made.  As  much  as  to  say, 
that  the  good  or  bad  example  of  believers  is  the  one 
thing  which,  of  all  others,  works  upon  those  who  are  yet 
unbelievers  to  be  converted  or  to  continue  as  they  are. 
And  this  the  Epistle  for  the  day  sets  forth  expressly : 
Abstain  from  fleshly  lustSy  which  war  against  the  soul ; 
having  your  conversation  honest  among  the  Gentiles: 
that,  whereas  they  speak  against  you  as  evil  doers,  they 
fM,y  by  your  good  works,  which  they  shall  behold,  glorify 
God  in  the  day  of  visitation,  in  the  day  when  "His  graoe 
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shall  come  nearer  to  them,  and  knock  as  it  were  at 
the  door  of  their  hearts.  See  here,  Christian  brethren, 
what  a  grievous  burthen  will  lie  upon  us,  if  any  who 
might  otherwise  have  been  converted  to  God  should 
prove  the  worse  in  the  last  great  day  for  our  incon- 
sistent, unworthy  doings ;  and  consider  especially  what 
kind  of  sin  it  is  which  the  Apostle  points  out  as  par- 
ticularly  dangerous  in  this  way :  Abstain  from  fleshly 
lustSy  which  war  against  the  souly  against  other  men's 
souls,  as  well  as  our  own.  How  fearful  to  reflect  on 
the  mischief  which  may  be  done  by  giving  way  to 
shameftd  sins,  though  but  for  a  short  time,  and  though 
repentance  be  ever  so  speedy  and  complete.  Others 
may  be  corrupted,  who  may  never  repent.  Others  may 
be  encouraged  to  scorn  religion  altogether,  seeing 
its  profession  turn  out  so  ill  in  your  case ;  and  may 
never  know  of  your  changing  for  the  better  after- 
wards, or  if  they  do  know  of  it,  may  still  persist  in 
their  scorning.  Penitents  should  always  remember 
this,  if  it  be  only  to  keep  them  humble  in  their  re- 
pentance. They  should  ever  chasten  themselves  with 
the  thought,  that  although  their  sin  may  be  mortified 
in  themselves,  its  deadly  and  evil  fruits,  for  aught 
they  know,  may  be  still  ripening  in  a  miserable 
eternity  in  the  person  of  some  fellow-creature  who 
has  been  the  worse  for  their  example. 

There  are  some  oases  which,  when  they  take  place, 
make  all  men  in  a  manner  ashamed  and  indignant ; 
as  when  a  son  of  very  good  parents,  or  a  member  of 
some  particularly  well-conducted  family,  or  one  who 
has  had  friends  remarkable  for  Christian  virtues,  or 
a  favourite  pupil  of  some  wise  and  holy  teacher,  turns 
out  ill,  and  brings  his  connexions  to  reproach.  When 
people  hear  of  such  things,  they  are  apt  to  cry  aloud 
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and  spare  not ;  they  almost  feel  as  if  a  wrong  were 
done  personally  to  themselves,  so  shocking  do  they 
account  it,  so  outrageous  to  all  their  feelings.  And 
there  is  one  case  worse  than  any  of  them,  when  any 
one  of  God's  ministers  has  notoriously  broken  any  of 
God's  precepts.  We  can  all  understand  what  a  feel- 
ing this  would  create ;  how  much  more  persons  would 
be  shocked  than  if  the  same  things  had  been  done  by 
one  who  was  not  ordained.  And  it  is  quite  right; 
when  God  has  brought  any  one  near  to  Himself  to  do 
His  own  work,  no  doubt  hypocrisy  or  profaneness  in 
them  is  a  worse  sin  than  in  others.  Our  burthen 
who  are  ministers  of  Christ  is  indeed  a  heavy  one, 
heavier  than  usual ;  but  those  who  feel  this,  do  not 
always  feel  that  their  own  burthen  too,  simply  as 
Christians,  is  something  very  grievous.  They  do  not 
sufficiently  consider  how  near  they  have  been  brought 
to  the  Lord,  in  Holy  Baptism,  in  Confirmation,  per- 
haps in  Holy  Communion.  As  St.  Peter  and  St.  John 
say,  we  have  been  all  made  in  one  sense  kings  and 
priests ;  our  transgressions  therefore  are  like  the  trans- 
gressions of  priests;  when  we  sin  wilfully,  Christ's 
Name  is  blasphemed.  His  Body  rent  and  wounded.  His 
robe  torn  and  polluted,  as  by  wicked  priests,  by  Caia- 
phas,  or  by  Judas  Iscariot. 

The  least  thought  will  shew  how  true  this  is ;  yet 
how  inconsistent  are  our  best  actions  apt  to  be !  how 
does  our  goodness  come  and  go,  our  courageous  and 
dutiful  resolutions  melt  away  I  how  irregular  and  un- 
even our  steps,  even  where  we  may  have  most  hope 
that  we  are  on  the  whole  getting  on  I  The  best  of  us  too 
commonly  is  aware,  and  feels  that  others  may  be 
aware,  of  some  pitiable  inconsistency  in  him,  some 
wrong  temper  or  shameful  imagination^  some  fooliali 
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remnant  of  pride,  or  selfishness  or  malice  or  lust,  in 
which  he  has  too  long  permitted  himself  to  go  on; 
and  which  in  God's  sight  may  be  as  the  dead  fly,  cor- 
rupting what  otherwise  were  precious  ointment.  So 
generally  is  this  the  case,  that  the  devil  makes  him- 
self a  fresh  snare  out  of  it,  and  sometimes  persuades 
men  even  to  lay  aside  their  good  profession  because 
they  despair  of  acting  up  to  it.  He  insults  them  as 
it  were  inwardly  with  such  a  thought  as  this,  "I 
would  not  at  any  rate  be  a  coward  and  a  hypocrite, 
I  would  be  bold  and  constant  in  my  own  line,  I  would 
not  pretend  to  be  better  than  I  am.''  And  too  often 
unhappy  persons,  especially  young  persons,  listen  to 
his  prompting,  and  having  gone  on  a  certain  way  as 
double-minded  men,  imstable  in  all  their  ways,  end 
by  casting  off  all  restraint,  neglect  prayer  altogether, 
plunge  themselves  altogether  in  the  gains  .or  pleasures 
of  this  world,  and  after  all  take  credit  to  themselves 
for  being  no  hypocrites.  To  this  fearful  temptation 
does  every  one  of  us  expose  himself,  in  such  mea- 
sure as  he  remains  wilfully  in  sin,  as  he  shrinks 
from  making  good  rules,  or  swerves  from  them  when 
made. 

The  Collect  for  the  day  seems  to  point  out  to  us 
two  forms  especially  of  this  sad  and  dangerous  con- 
dition ;  the  one,  positive  wilful  sin,  when  people  do 
not  keep  from  those  things  which  are  con1;rary  to  their 
profession;  the  other,  when  they  neglect  to  follow 
such  things  as  are  agreeable  to  the  same.  One  man 
contradicts  himself  and  his  baptismal  vow  by  giving 
way  habitually  to  some  one  evil  temper,  which  he 
knows  he  has  renounced ;  another,  by  not  striving  to 
practise  some  one  or  more  of  the  good  and  Christian 
tempers,  which  he  also  knows  he  has  pledged  him- 
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self  to.  The  latter  of  these,  ease,  sloth,  indifference, 
is  perhaps  the  more  dangerous  of  the  two,  because  the 
former — direct  sin — is  the  more  miserable,  at  least  for 
a  time.  A  person  must  have  quite  cast  off  the  fear 
of  God,  to  be  tranquil  and  pleased  with  himself  while 
he  is  going  on  in  malice,  or  in  lewdness,  or  in  any 
other  open  sin.  But  it  is  too  possible  for  him  to  shut 
his  eyes  to  very  sad  and  wilful  omissions  bf  duty, 
while  he  seems  to  himself  to  ^^  eschew  those  things 
which  are  contrary  to  his  profession,"  by  keeping 
from  those  gross  offences  which  are  named  in  the 
Ten  Commandments. 

To  be  a  sincere  and  improving  Christian  then,  to 
keep  Easter  as  we  ought,  in  conforming  ourselves  to 
Jesus  risen,  consistently  and  thoroughly, — we  have 
need  to  watch  against  both  these  dangers.  Our  doing 
some  things  right,  and  feeling  a  general  kind  of 
warmth  in  God's  service,  must .  not  blind  us  to  the 
danger  and  ruin  of  allowing  ourselves  in  any  one 
wilful  sin ;  our  doing  as  we  may  think  nothing  very 
wrong,  must  not  cause  us  to  be  contented,  while  we 
are  slothful  and  lukewarm  in  any  part  of  our  obedi- 
ence, or  leave  through  negligence  any  part  undone. 
I  can  wish  nothing  better  for  you  and  myself,  now  in 
this  joyful  time  of  Easter,  than  that  we  may  in  all 
things  be  circumspect ;  that  is,  have  our  eyes  open  to 
do  our  very  best  for  Him,  who  thought  not  His  own 
Son  too  great  a  gift  to  bestow  upon  us. 

HXTBSLET, 

May  7,  1848. 

Third  Sunday  qfler  Easter. 
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^*  They,  and  all  that  appertained  to  them,  went  doum  alive 
into  the  pit,  and  the  earth  closed  upon  them :  and  they  perished 
from  among  the  congregation.  And  all  Israel  that  were  round 
about  them  fled  at  the  cry  of  them :  for  they  said,  Lest  the 
earth  swallow  us  up  also.  And  there  came  out  a  fire  from  the 
Lord,  and  consumed  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  that 
offered  incense.'^ 

THE  nature  of  man,  and  the  temptations  of  the 
world,  continue  on  the  whole  the  same  that  ever 
they  were.  The  sinners  of  whom  the  Bible  tells  us 
are  like  those  of  our  own  times;  and  there  is  hardly 
any  case  either  of  goodness  or  wickedness  that  we  see 
or  read  of  now,  but  the  Holy  Book  in  some  place  or 
other  presents  us  with  an  image  of  it  and  a  counter- 
part to  it.  And  this  is  one  great  help,  if  men  would 
see  it,  to  our  keeping  God  always  before  us.  To  re- 
member how  He  dealt  with  such  and  such  sinners  of 
old,  is  a  pledge  to  us  that  He  does  not  overlook  those 
who  sin  in  the  same  way  now,  however  long  He  may 
seem  to  bear  with  them.  The  punishment,  for  in- 
stance, of  Korah,  Dathan  and  Abiram,  which  you 
have  heard  in  the.  chapter  to-day,  was  an  earnest  of 
the  like  punishment  to  be  expected  by  those  who  in 
the  Great  Eebellion  sinned  like  them  against  their 
Church  and  country,  except  they  repented  in  time; 
and  both  are  an  earnest  of  what  all  must  look  for, 
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who  go  on  in  such  evil  tempers  as  they  did,  even 
though  they  never  had  temptation  or  opportunity  to 
commit  exactly  the  same  sort  of  sin. 

What  was  the  sin  of  those  miserable  men  ?  They 
took  men  and  gathered  themselves  together  against  Moses 
and  against  Aaron  ;  not  however  in  the  same  kind  of 
way  that  the  Israelites  did  so  often  in  the  wilderness, 
to  set  up  any  kind  of  idol,  and  return  to  Egypt,  On 
the  contrary,  they  profess  all  the  while  quite  to  keep 
up  their  allegiance  to  the  Lord,  Their  complaint  is 
wholly  against  Moses  and  Aaron  for  taking  too  much 
upon  them.  In  this  respect  they  all  agreed ;  but  it 
may  seem  on  consideration  that  they  had  not  all 
exactly  the  same  reasons  for  their  sin.  The  sin  was 
the  same  in  all,  it  was  disobedience  and  rebellion, 
that  is,  it  was  openly  taking  arms  against  those  whom 
God  had  set  over  them.  They  were  rebels  alike,  but 
Korah  and  the  Levites  for  one  reason,  Bathan  and 
Abiram  and  the  Beubenites  for  another.  Korah  com- 
plained particularly  of  Aaron,  Te  take  too  much  upon 
you  ye  sons  of  Levi^  seeing  the  whole  congregation  are 
holy^  every  one  of  them^  and  the  Lord  is  among  them. 
God  from  Mount  Sinai  had  declared  the  whole  assem- 
bly to  be  a  kingdom  of  priests  and  a  holy  nation,  and 
therefore  Korah  and  the  rest  had  a  pretence  for  not 
enduring  that  one  family,  the  family  of  Aaron,  should 
be  set  up  over  the  rest  as  the  only  priests,  and  offer 
and  bum  incense.  They  said.  We  are  Levites ;  why 
should  not  we  do  the  priest's  office  as  well  as  Aaron 
and  his  family  ?  and  so  they  brought  censers  and  pre- 
tended to  bum  incense  before  God,  and  terrible  was 
the  answer  which  He  gave  them.  There  came  out  a  fire 
from  the  Lord^  and  consumed  the  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  that  offered  incense.    Dathan  and  Abiram  on  their 
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side  would  not  consent  to  be  commanded  by  Moses ; 
they  persuaded  the  people  that  they  were  hardly  used 
in  being  brought  out  of  Egypt,  and  kept  so  long  on 
the  way  to  Canaan ;  they  talked  in  the  same  unbe- 
lieving way  that  discontent  has  always  fallen  into; 
Is  it  a  small  thing  that  thou  hast  brought  us  up  out  of 
one  land  that  floweth  with  milk  and  honey,  and  not 
brought  us  into  another  which  thou  hadst  promised  ? 
wilt  thou  put  out  the  eyes  of  these  men  ?  we  will  not  do 
anything  at  thy  bidding. 

Here  are  two  sets  of  persons  rising  up  for  diflferent 
reasons  against  those  whom  God  had  set  over  them, 
and  agreeing  to  act  together ;  the  one  setting  them- 
selves against  their  priest,  Aaron,  the  other  against 
Moses,  whom  God  had  placed  over  them  as  their 
king.  They  unite  together,  and  Moses  and  Aaron 
seem  in  a  manner  left  to  themselves.  What  is  the 
end?  The  enemies  of  the  Priests  are  destroyed  by 
fire  from  the  Altar ;  the  rebels  against  the  King  are 
punished  by  a  new  thing,  a  dreadful  judgment  which 
the  Lord  made  for  that  purpose;  the  earth  opening 
her  mouth  and  swallowing  them  up.  They  and  all  that 
appertained  unto  them  went  down  alive  into  the  pit^  and 
the  earth  closed  upon  them^  and  all  Israel  fled  at  the 
cry  of  them. 

So  fearful  an  event  shewed  plainly  enough  what 
the  judgment  of  God  is  concerning  persons  who  so 
break  out  under  a  pretence  of  light  and  liberty ;  but 
in  this  as  in  many  other  cases,  the  judgment  of  God 
was  far  unlike  the  fancies  of  men.  The  very  next 
morning,  the  whole  congregation  was  gathered  together 
against  Moses  and  Aaron^  ^(^yi'^^g^  Y^  have  killed  the 
people  of  the  Lord.  Even  with  the  glory  of  God  in 
their  sight,  and  the  cry  of  those  miserable  perishing 
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sinners  in  their  ears,  they  repeated  their  sin,  and 
brought  upon  themselves  another  dreadful  scourge, 
a  pestilence,  which  swept  off  many  thousands  in 
a  very  short  time,  and  was  only  stopped  by  the  true 
High  Priest  interceding  for  them,  and  making  the 
atonement  which  was  commanded. 

Now  it  is  very  plain  why  this  chapter  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  read  on  this  particular  day.  The  Great 
Rebellion  from  which  the  Almighty  did  wonderfully 
and  mercifully  deliver  this  country,  as  on  this  day, 
183  years  ago,  was  an  outbreak  of  the  same  bad  feel- 
ings and  false  doctrines  which  brought  Korah,  Dathan 
and  Abiram  to  so  wretched  an  end.  There  were  per- 
sons in  the  Church  who  could  not  endure  that  the 
Bishops  should  be  set  over  them,  just  as  Korah  and 
his  Levites  grudged  Aaron  his  power;  there  were 
persons,  many  and  powerful,  in  the  land,  who  insisted 
on  their  own  right  to  govern  and  order  for  them- 
selves, as  Dathan  and  Abiram  would  not  consent 
that  Moses  should  be  a  Prince  over  them.  The  two 
sorts  had  united  together,  and  God  for  the  sins  of 
the  nation  had  given  them  such  power,  that  they 
had  murdered  the  King,  put  down  the  Bishops,  and 
seemed  to  have  everything  their  own  way.  Then 
the  Almighty,  by  a  wonderful  change  in  men's  minds, 
caused  the  old  government  to  be  brought  back;  the 
State  had  again  its  King,  the  Church  her  Bishops ;  not 
without  very  remarkable  tokens  of  His  anger  against 
those  who  had  so  rebelled  against  Him.  Ever  since 
that  time  the  great  danger  of  this  country  has  been 
lest  it  should  fall  into  the  same  sin  as  the  Israelites 
did  on  the  day  of  Korah.  Englishmen  have  ever 
been,  and  are  now,  in  great  danger  of  agreeing,  in 
heart  and  mind,  with  those  who,  being  themselves 
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servants  of  corruption,  falsely  promise  us  liberty, 
whether  in  Church  or  State.  WTienever  people  give 
in  to  that  way,  they  seem  to  be  like  the  profane  Jews, 
who  complained  of  God's  own  judgments  against 
those  widted  men,  as  though  it  were  an  unjust  kill- 
iug  of  the  congregation  of  the  Lord.  Who  can  tell 
how  soon  the  wrath  may  go  out  against  such,  how 
soon  the  plague  may  begin  ? 

It  is  true,  many  persons  have  been  brought  up  in 
these  principles ;  their  parents  have  taught  them  to 
think  liberty  everything,  to  make  churches  for  them- 
selves without  Bishops,  and  to  count  it  a  noble  thing 
when  people  stand  against  Kings  and  Magistrates; 
such  persons  are  to  be  pitied,  we  know  not  how  far 
their  errors  are  no  fault  of  their  own;  how  much 
charity  they  may  have  in  them,  to  cover  the  multi- 
tude of  such  ignorances;  but  let  us  with  all  our 
might  keep  ourselves  from  having  anything  to  do 
with  their  principles.  Hear  the  Church;  submit 
yourselves  to  the  King ;  those  are  plain  words  of  the 
Gospel ;  let  no  craft  or  subtlety  of  the  devil  or  man 
ever  tempt  us  to  take  part  against  them. 

But  that  we  may  be  safe  in  such  temptations,  we 
must  of  necessity  be  exercised  in  subduing  our  wilful 
spirits  in  every  common  vocation  of  our  life.  You 
children,  when  you  read  or  hear  of  Korah,  think  little 
perhaps  as  if  it  concerned  yourselves  at  all ;  but  the 
very  next  half-hour  perhaps  you  give  way  to  some 
wilful  obstinate  fancy;  you  disobey  some  parent  or 
teacher,  at  home,  in  school,  or  in  church,  merely  be- 
cause you  will  do  so,  you  will  have  your  own  way. 
This  is  just  putting  yourselves  in  the  way  to  be  here- 
after rebels  and  haters  of  the  Church ;  to  be  swallowed 
up  alive  in  the  pit,  or  to  be  consumed  by  fire  from 
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heaven.  If  you  had  been  one  of  the  congregation  at 
that  time  you  would  surely  have  joined  with  Eorah, 
and  what  then  would  have  become  of  you  ?  Fear  God, 
little  children,  and  despise  not  His  warnings  sounded 
in  your  ears  by  such  chapters  as  this  of  Korah,  and 
by  such  histories  as  that  which  we  remember  to-day  ; 
and  let  the  very  leaves  which  you  carry  about  accord- 
ing to  custom  on  this  day,  remind  you  of  your  duty 
to  be  obedient  and  teachable,  lest  you  have  your  part 
with  those  on  whom  God's  mark  was  so  fearfully  set. 


HUBSLET, 

May  29,  1843. 

The  King's  Restoration, 
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REV.  xxii.  2. 
"  The  kaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations" 

T  AST  Sunday,  in  the  Gospel,  our  gracious  Saviour 
manifested  Himself  to  us  in  the  beginning  of  His 
miracles.  He  did  a  great  work  of  power,  turning 
water  into  wine  at  the  marriage  in  Cana  of  Galilee. 
To-day  the  Church  calls  us  again  to  see  some  of  His 
glorious  manifestations.  Not  one,  but  two  miracles, 
and  two  very  remarkable  ones,  come  together  in  the 
Gospel  which  you  heard  this  morning.  The  one  is 
the  cleansing  of  a  man  full  of  leprosy,  the  other  the 
healing  of  a  centurion's  servant  who  was  lying  at 
home  sick  of  the  palsy.  These  two  miracles  come 
together  in  St.  Matthew's  history,  although  they  pro- 
bably were  wrought  at  some  little  distance  of  time 
from  each  other.  By  looking  at  the  accounts  in  St. 
Mark  and  St.  Luke  it  will  appear  that  the  first,  the 
cleansing  of  the  leper,  happened  soon  after  the  Ser- 
mon on  the  Mount ;  the  other,  that  of  the  centurion's 
servant,  just  as  our  Lord  had  finished  the  other  ser- 
mon after  the  first  ordination  of  the  twelve  Apostles. 
We  may  be  sure  that  St.  Matthew  was  guided  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  put  them  together  for  some  deep  mys- 
terious reason.  Fart  of  that  reason  might  perhaps  be, 
that  these  two  miracles  taken  together,  seem  to  tell 
us  so  much  of  our  Lord  in  His  character  of  Healer  and 
Physician  of  mankind.    He  manifested  Himself  at 
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Cana  as  the  great  Creator,  ordering  and  changing 
at  His  will  the  things  which  He  hath  made.  It  was 
a  miracle  of  wonder  and  power;  but  these  two  are 
miracles  of  love  and  mercy.  It  is  the  work  of  His 
Epiphany  still  going  on.  He  still  declares  Himself 
more  and  more  to  be  God  made  man,  abiding  among 
men  to  save  them  from  their  sin  and  misery.  He 
proclaims  Himself  to  all  the  world,  come  down  from 
heaven  to  be  their  health  and  strength,  their  purity 
and  soundness,  the  cure  of  every  sickness  and  every 
disease  among  the  people.  And  how  does  He  cure  us  ? 
by  His  word  and  by  His  touch.  This  is  what  we 
may  profitably  consider  to-day,  as  it  is  set  before  us 
in  these  two  miracles. 

It  is  also  set  before  us  in  those  remarkable  pro- 
phecies and  visions,  which  describe  the  Cross,  and 
Him  who  was  fastened  to  it,  as  the  Tree  of  Life,  ap- 
pointed for  men's  food  and  healing.  In  Paradise  we 
know  Adam's  chief  privilege  was  to  take  and  eat 
of  the  Tree  of  Life  in  the  midst  of  the  garden ;  and 
St.  John  saw  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  God's  glorious 
Church,  in  vision  as  a  restored  Paradise,  the  water 
of  Life  flowing  through  it,  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
street,  and  on  either  side  of  the  river,  the  Tree  oflAfe^ 
which  hare  twelve  manner  of  fruits^  and  yielded  her  fruit 
every  monthj  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  t?ie 
healing  of  the  nations.  And  the  very  blessing  of  those 
who  keep  Christ's  commandments  is  pronounced  to 
be  that  they  may  have  a  right  to  the  Tree  of  life, 
and  enter  in  at  the  gates  of  the  city.  Surely  the 
Tree  of  Life  can  be  no  other  than  the  Cross  with 
Jesus  Christ  on  it,  or  in  other  words,  Christ  cruci- 
fied ;  and  the  fruit  of  it  is  Himself,  His  own  blessed 
self,  given  to  us  as  He  gives  Himself,  in  that  awful 
and  unspeakable  way,  in  the  Holy  Sacrament  of  His 
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Body  and  Blood.  And  the  leaves  of  it,  which  are,  as 
Ezekiel  says,  for  medicine,  and  as  St.  John  says,  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations ;  what  is  the  meaning  of 
those  Leaves  in  the  divine  parable  ?  They  seem  to 
mean  the  holy  words  of  our  Saviour ;  as  we  read  in 
the  first  Psalm  of  the  man  who  is  like  a  tree  planted 
by  the  water  side,  his  leaf  shall  not  wither^  and  look 
whatsoever  he  doeth,  it  shall  prosper ;  that  is,  as  the 
holy  Fathers  of  old  explained  it,  his  words  shall  not 
fail,  and  the  fruit  of  his  works  shall  be  good  and 
blessed.  The  Tree  of  Life  then  in  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
salem,  is  no  other  than  our  Lord  in  His  Church, 
healing  and  feeding,  by  His  leaves  and  fruit,  by  His 
Word  and  by  His  Sacraments ;  and  this  is  the  very 
character  in  which  the  Gospel  of  to-day,  with  its 
two  miracles,  brings  Him  before  us. 

The  occasions  of  the  two  miracles  are  shortly  these. 
First,  our  Lord  having  ended  His  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  and  being  in  some  outlying  city  or  village, 
there  came  a  leper  and  kneeled  down  to  Him  and  wor- 
shipped Bimy  saying^  Lord^  if  Thou  wilt.  Thou  canst 
make  me  clean.  And  Jesus  put  forth  His  hand  and 
touched  him,  saying ^  I  willy  be  thou  clean ;  and  imme^ 
diately  the  leprosy  departed  from  him.  It  was  a  very 
bad  case ;  the  man  was  full  of  leprosy ^  and  our  Lord  in 
His  compassion  would  not  keep  him  waiting  at  all. 
The  other  case  was  brought  before  our  Lord  in  a  very 
different  manner.  When  He  was  going  to  enter  into 
Capernaum,  one  of  the  largest  cities  in  those  parts, 
there  came  to  Him  elders  of  the  Jews  from  a  certain 
good  centurion  whose  servant  was  sick  and  ready  to 
die,  and  the  message  they  brought  was,  Lord^  my  ser- 
vant  lieth  at  home  sick  of  the  palsy ^  grievously  tormented. 
Both  were  very  bad,  very  pressing  cases ;  the  man 
WM  JuU  of  leprosy  J  the  servant  was  grievously  tormented. 


^11  fEUQTS 
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Tilt  !«*«  !a3ie  i;i  iiiar  ^:   iiiz  SLxiziEr  its  li*  c^ic^ 
i^  ZriLZ^  'JmzL  2c:  uiilLlI  iot^  f;iz«iL  Liii  2i£  2i:c  been 

^    -  ^«        -      «      *    « .  V 

LAar  ti«  I.V.T  Jesc^  :.:,  sesc^ij::  H:tl  iiff  ijs  ssTmnt, 
i:aT.  tL^i:  He  oS=:r=ji  m.  eicife  *zd  Laal  iisL  he  be- 
yj'.4P^  Him  to  d:  it  &:  &  ^"^*^^  br  H^^*  v~ani :  Z  am 
%/A  m^'/rihg  that  Tkm  iJmMidi^t  a^ir  mmJir  sijr  n>of^ 
itfure/(/re  wsiiher  ihoughi  I  m^fhi^f  m-yrtJkg  fc  rvn^  mnto 
77<^«  lut  irpeai  the  iKffrd  onljtj  ami  my  urroMi  tkaU  be 
lutaUd,     The  one  came  as  near  as  he  could,  the  other 
waited  a5  far  off  as  he  could,  vet  both  came  in  faith 
aiid  humility,  and  both  receiyed  the  Mp^ainTig  they 
sought  from   our  merciful  Saviour.      This  perhaps 
i^hould  teach  us,  among  other  things,  to  make  charit- 
able allowances  for  one  another  in  our  different  ways 
and  manners  of  approaching  our  gracious  Lord  in  the 
services  of  His  Church.     Some  persons  are  naturally 
carried  away  by  their  feelings,  and  express  them 
more  openly  than  others  do;  another  sort  are  more 
reserved  and  timid,  and  dare  not  speak  as  if  they 
might  draw  near  to  Christ.    Let  neither  sort  rashly 
condemn  the  other;  let  not  the  eager  ones  call  the 
timid  cold,  nor  the  timid  blame  the  eager  as  pre- 
sumptuous.    It  may  be  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is 
moving  both  in  the  ways  which  He  knows  to  be  best, 
and  drawing  them  alike  near  to  Him.    Our  Lord  was 
condescending  and  encouraging  equally  both  to  the 
lopor  who  pressed  forward  and  to  the  centurion  who 
kept  out  of  Bight ;  for  He  saw  sincerity  in  both  their 
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hearts,  and  in  both  there  was  deep  and  sore  misery 
to  move  His  compassion. 

Not  that  His  manner  of  healing  the  two  was 
the  same,  though  His  mercy  was  as  great  towards 
the  one  as  to  the  other.  The  leper  He  healed  by 
His  touch,  the  centurion  by  His  word.  To  touch 
a  leper  was  an  act  of  divine  authority,  for  it  was  for- 
bidden by  the  law  of  Moses,  as  making  the  person 
who  did  it  unclean.  But  our  Lord  was  the  God  of 
Moses,  and  the  giver  of  the  law ;  and  it  is  no  strange 
thing  for  Him  to  disregard  His  own  rule,  when  He 
saw  fit ;  as  He  did  afterwards  in  the  matter  of  keeping 
the  Sabbath.  This  leper's  case  was  a  very  bad  one, 
and  his  faith  and  humility,  his  entire  surrender  of 
himself^  very  remarkable,  and  such  as  Christ  delighted 
to  honour.  He  knelt  down,  he  fell  prostrate,  he  durst 
not  touch  our  Lord,  because  he  knew  by  the  Law  that 
it  would  make  him  unclean ;  but  he  came  as  near  to 
Him  as  he  might  without  touching  Him ;  and  when 
he  ventured  to  speak  to  Him,  his  words  were  full 
of  lowly  resignation,  Lord^  if  Thou  tvilty  Thou  canst 
make  me  clean ;  me,  even  me,  from  the.  sole  of  whose 
foot  is  no  soundness,  even  to  the  crown  of  my  head ; 
whose  wounds  stink  and  are  corrupt,  whose  loins  are 
filled  with  a  sore  disease,  and  in  whose  body  is  no 
whole  part ;  yet  even  I  shall  be  clean  at  once,  if  it  so 
please  Thee,  He  dares  not,  you  see,  even  ask  Christ 
to  do  it ;  he  only  professes  his  faith,  that  it  is  not  too 
hard  for  Him  to  do,  if  He  will.  Neither  does  he 
mention  any  manner  of  cure,  by  touch,  by  word,  or 
in  any  other  way ;  he  is  not  like  Naaman,  that  leper 
of  old,  who  made  up  his  mind  beforehand  that  God's 
prophet  was  bound  to  cure  him  in  a  particular  way ; 
but  this  leper  leaves  both  the  cure  itself,  and  the 
method  of  it,  to  the  Almighty  Deliverer's  good  i^Ua^-^ 
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sure ;  as  if  he  should  sa)',  If  Thou  wilt,  I  know  Thou 
canst,  yet  not  my.  will,  but  Thine  be  done.*  Here  is 
a  pattern  for  us  in  prayer  for  any  blessing  of  this  life, 
either  for  ourselves  or  others.  Our  Lord  would  not 
keep  such  a  petitioner  waiting  in  his  extreme  need ; 
moved  with  compassion,  He  put  forth  His  hand  and 
touched  hiiUj  saying^  I  ivillj  be  thou  clean.  Wonderful 
words,  and  such  as  could  proceed  only  from  that 
voice  which  said  at  the  beginning.  Let  there  be  light^ 
and  there  was  light.  Almighty  and  all-merciful  words, 
and  full  of  hope  and  comfort  to  every  poor  sinner 
who  to  the  end  of  time  shall  fall  before  the  same 
Saviour,  with  the  same  penitent  and  submissive  heart, 
/  will^  be  thou  clean ;  and  immediately  his  leprosy  was 
cleansed.  There  was  the  power  of  the  touch  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

On  the  other  hand.  He  healed  the  centurion's  ser- 
vant by  His  word  at  a  distance,  not  even  waiting  till 
He  had  looked  upon  him  with  His  eyes.  When  the 
first  message  came,  He  had  said  at  once,  I  will  come 
and  heal  him  ;  but  the  centurion,  in  his  great  humble- 
ness, said  he  was  not  worthy  to  have  Him  under  his 
roof ;  only  say  in  a  wordy  saith  he,  and  my  servant  shall 
be  healed.  He  seems  to  take  a  liberty  which  the  leper 
bad  not,  in  asking  for  a  particular  method  of  healing ; 
but  still  it  is  all  faith  and  humility.  He  shrinks  from 
having  the  Lord  of  all  under  his  roof,  knowing  him* 
self  to  be  but  an  unworthy  Gentile,  and  putting  no 
trust  whatever  in  the  good  works,  which  however  he 
had  done  abundantly;  and  he  believes  and  is  sure 
that  it  is  the  same  thing  to  the  Son  of  God  to  heal  iu 
sight  or  out  of  sight,  by  touch  or  by  word,  near  or 
afar  off.  It  was  great  faith  indeed,  for  we  read  that 
our  Lord  even  marvelled  at  it.  He  the  Author  and 
Giver  of  that  faith,  wondered  at  His  own  work  and 
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gift ;  and  He  honoured  it  with  this  especial  honour, 
that  besides  granting  its  prayer,  He  praised  it  as 
a  greater  faith  than  any  He  had  yet  found  in  Israel. 
And  having  said  that  word.  He  added,  Go  thy  way^ 
and  as  thou  hast  believed  so  be  it  done  unto  thee.  And 
his  servant  was  healed  from  the  self-same  hour.  He  that 
had  not  seen,  and  had  believed,  had  the  blessing  he 
asked  for  and  more;  for  not  only  was  his  servant 
healed,  but  his  memory  is  blessed  with  the  immortal 
praise  of  the  Son  of  God  Most  High,  through  all 
generations. 

Now  as  all  our  Lord's  miracles  are  manifestations 
of  Him,  not  only  in  the  outward  work,  but  in  some- 
thing within  His  Church  and  within  our  heart,  so  no 
doubt  are  these  miracles ;  each  of  them  is  a  figure, 
and  has  its  inward  meaning.  Nor  is  it  at  all  hard  to 
see  what  leprosy  stands  for  in  the  Old  Testament.  It 
is  the  image  of  sin,  serious,  polluting  sin  of  any  kind, 
when  people  have  indulged  it,  and  it  has  begun  to 
work  itself  into  the  very  grain  of  their  minds  and 
consciences.  Then,  if  indulged,  it  spreads  all  over 
them  like  leprosy,  and  of  the  way  to  cure  it  we  may 
learn  something  from  the  rules  concerning  leprosy  in 
the  law  of  Moses.  That  law  seems  on  purpose  so 
drawn  up  by  the  Holy  Spirit  as  to  represent  and 
typify,  to  thoughtful  persons,  the  order  appointed  by 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  in  His  Church  and  Kingdom, 
for  applying  the  pardoning  and  cleansing  power  of 
His  Blood  to  those  who  have  stained  themselves  with 
grievous  sin  after  Baptism.  The  Prayer  Book  teaches 
us  that  such  persons  as  feel  their  conscience  troubled 
with  any  weighty  matter,  should  open  their  grief  to 
some  one  of  God's  priests,  who  shall  absolve  them, 
"  if  they  humbly  and  heartily  desire  it,'*  that  so  they 
may  come  with  ^oiet  conscience  to  the  H(dy  Com* 
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munion.  And  in  this  direction  the  Prayer  Book  is 
following  the  order  established  by  our  blessed  Lord, 
when,  on  the  night  of  His  Kesurrection,  He  said  to 
His  Apostles,  As  My  Fatlier  hath  sent  Me^  even  so  send 
I  you.  Whose  sins  ye  forgive^  they  are  forgiven ;  and 
whose  sins  ye  retain^  tliey  are  retained.  This  then  is 
the  appointed  way,  for  a  believing  and  penitent  person 
to  apply  Christ's  atoning  Blood,  to  a  soul  and  body 
defiled  with  grievous  sin  after  Baptism ;  and  this  is 
what  the  order  of  the  Law  about  leprosy  represents 
in  a  striking  way.  The  priest  was  to  be  judge  of 
that  complaint;  not  the  physician,  but  the  priest. 
Why  was  it  to  be  managed  so  differently  from  other 
complaints,  except  because  it  was  the  figure  and  token 
of  sin  ?  When  a  person  had  strong  cause  to  fear  that 
he  had  the  leprosy,  he  was  to  shew  himself  to  the 
priest ;  and  the  fear  of  deadly  sin,  if  men  will  follow 
the  Prayer  Book,  should  make  them  confess  to  the 
priest.  The  Jewish  priest  was  to  proclaim  the  man 
leprous,  and  forbid  the  rest  to  have  dealings  with 
him ;  and  the  Christian  bishop  or  priest  is  to  declare 
the  sinner  (if  he  go  on  impenitently)  excommunicated. 
When  the  leper  hoped  he  might  be  recovering,  he 
was  again  to  go  to  the  priest,  and  the  priest  was,  if  ho 
might,  to  declare  him  clean ;  which  is  like  the  bishop 
or  priest  absolving  the  penitent,  and  allowing  him  to 
come  to  the  Holy  Communion  again.  The  leper 
therefore  who  came  before  Christ,  was  a  lively  image 
of  poor  sinners,  as  they  come  continually  before  Him, 
seeking  pardon,  and  crying,  If  Thou  wilt^  Thou  canst 
make  me  clean.  And  Christ's  dealing  with  him  is  full 
of  instruction,  as  to  how  such  penitents  should  behave 
themselves.  Even  after  his  cleansing,  he  was  to  go 
and  shew  himself  to  the  priests.  As  much  as  to  say, 
that  whatever  special  grace  any  have,  however^  near 
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Christ  may  have  come  to  them,  they  are  not  to  think 
themselves  excused  from  the  ordinary  way  of  abso- 
lution. Again,  the  leper  was  to  tell  no  man;  and 
who  does  not  see  that  private  confessing  of  sin,  and 
absolving  a  person  from  it  in  the  Name  of  Christ,  is 
far  too  sacred,  too  weighty,  too  delicate  a  matter,  to 
be  blazed  abroad  and  talked  of  in  ordinary  company  ? 
There  ought  to  be,  for  the  most  part,  a  holy  and  reve- 
rential silence  kept,  in  regard  of  such  awful  doings 
between  the  Eedeemer  and  the  souls  which  He  has 
redeemed. 

Thus  the  leper  is  a  type  of  fallen  Christians,  and 
our  Lord's  speedy  and  willing  mercy  to  him  is  a  token 
of  the  joy  which  is  in  heaven  over  one  such  that  re- 
penteth.  On  the  other  hand,  the  centurion  seems  to 
be  a  type  of  well-meaning  heathens,  or  persons  bred 
up,  by  no  fault  of  their  own,  in  heathenish  ways,  yet 
guided,  by  God's  good  providence,  to  love  good  men 
and  do  good  things;  such  as  Cornelius,  himself  too 
a  centurion,  in  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  Acts.  As 
this  centurion  loved  God's  nation  the  Jews,  and  had 
built  them  a  synagogue,  so  Cornelius  did  much  alms 
to  the  poor  (who  are  in  a  sense  God's  peculiar  peo- 
pie),  and  especially  to  the  poor  among  the  Jews.  As 
the  one  sent  to  our  Lord,  so  did  the  other  to  St. 
Peter ;  as  the  one  thought  himself  unworthy  to  come 
near,  so  the  other,  at  sight  of  the  Apostle,  hum- 
bled himself  exceedingly  before  him.  In  the  one, 
Christ  Himself  gave  a  token,  that  God  would  receive 
the  heathens  into  His  Church,  Many  shall  come  from 
the  east  and  tvestj  and  shall  sit  down  with  Abraham  and 
Isaac  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  in  the  other, 
that  prophecy  began  to  be  fulfilled.  By  this  com- 
parison it  is  plain  enough  that  the  good  centuiion  in 
the  Gospel  is  a  type  of  those  who,  having  lesser  privi- 
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leges,  make  the  most  of  what  they  have.  The  Uiii- 
versal  Healer  will  make  haste  to  bless  them  ;  He  will 
say  to  them,  As  ye  have  believed  so  be  it  done  uato 
you ;  He  will  heal  them,  though  He  seems  for  the 
present  to  remam  far  off  from  them ;  and  they  who 
come  to  their  houses  will  find  His  blessing  there,  as 
the  messengers  returning  to  the  centurion  found  the 
servant  whole  that  had  been  sick. 

Give  glory  then,  Christian  brethren,  give  glory 
with  all  saints,  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  healer 
of  all  infirmities,  both  of  fallen  souls  and  of  sick  and 
weary  bodies.  Have  ye  sinned?  fear  to  draw  nigh 
carelessly,  but  fear  not  to  draw  very  nigh,  with  hum- 
bled and  mortified  spirits,  to  receive  first  His  abso- 
lution, and  then  the  blessing  of  restored  communion 
with  Him.  If  it  is  His  will,  ye  shall  be  clean.  Have 
ye  in  some  sort  tried  to  do  good  works  ?  yet  fear  to 
claim  heavenly  privileges  as  if  you  thought  your- 
selves meet  for  them;  count  not  yourselves  worthy 
to  come  to  Christ,  but  beseech  Him  with  all  lowli- 
ness to  bear  with  your  imperfections,  and  to  grant 
you  those  blessings  which  you  still  need  from  Him. 
Above  all,  come  with  purpose  of  heart  to  do  whatso- 
ever He  shall  further  command  you.  Come  thus  to 
the  great  Physician;  obey  His  word  in  His  Qospel 
and  His  Church,  and  seek  His  healing  touch  in  His 
Sacraments,  and  whether  you  come  for  yourself  or 
for  others,  you  shall  not  go  away  without  a  blessing. 
As  you  have  believed,  so  shall  it  be  done  unto  you. 

Hu&SLET. 

T/tird  Sunday  ajier  Epiphany,  1844*. 
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GENESIS  xix.  14. 
**Bui  he  seemed  as  one  that  mocked  unto  his  sons  in  law  J' 

THE  beginning  of  Lent  is  like  a  long  straight  road, 
at  the  end  of  which  appears  the  Cross  of  our  Sa- 
viour. For  you  know  that  in  the  Holy  Week,  which 
comes  at  the  end  of  these  forty  days,  that  Cross  will 
be  in  a  manner  lifted  up  in  our  sight;  and  we  all 
hope,  or  should  hope,  to  be  gathered  round  it.  He 
will  be  evidently  set  forth,  before  our  eyes,  crucified 
among  us;  and  our  part  will  be,  to  turn  our  eyes 
and  thoughts  and  imaginations,  for  the  time,  entirely 
away  from  all  earthly  things,  and  give  ourselves  up, 
wholly  and  simply,  to  the  contemplation  of  Him  and 
His  adorable  sufferings. 

This  will  be  clearly  our  duty  in  the  Holy  Week. 
When  Christ  crucified  is  brought  so  very  near  us,  we 
shall  be  worse  than  the  heathens,  more  unthankful 
than  the  most  ignorant,  not  to  try  our  very  best  to 
think  of  Him,  putting  by  all  thoughts  of  this  world. 
But  can  we  do  so  all  of  a  sudden  ?  When  twelve 
o'clock  strikes  on  the  night  of  the  Saturday  before, 
will  those  who  have  been  to  that  very  time  indulging 
and  busying  themselves  with  the  same  pleasures  and 
cares  as  the  heathen,  will  they  begin  all  of  a  sudden 
to  meditate,  and  pray,  and  forget  earthly  things,  as 
we  all  acknowledge  to  be  our  duty  in  that  sacred 


470  SERMON    XL. 


time  ?    Surely  not ;  surely  so  great  a  work  needs  no 
small  preparation. 

Our  Lord,  all  His  earthly  life  through,  was  looking 
onward  to  that  awful  and  mysterious  week ;  and  can 
any  one  of  us  think  himself,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
without  special  thought  beforehand,  worthy  to  enter 
on  it,  and  keep  the  remembrance  of  it  with  Him  ? 

Let  us  ask  ourselves  one  by  one,  let  us  put  the 
question  home  and  in  earnest  to  our  consciences ;  How 
am  I,  at  this  very  moment,  prepared  in  heart  and 
mind  to  stand  by  the  Cross  of  my  Saviour  ?  If  we 
must  needs  confess  that  we  are  taken  up,  for  the 
most  part,  with  quite  other  things,  assuredly  we  have 
reason  to  fear,  that  so  it  will  bo  with  us,  when  the 
blessed  time  actually  comes.  For  it  is  not  so  very 
distant.  Five  weeks,  if  wo  live  to  see  the  end  of 
them,  will  very  soon  be  over;  and  who  knows  how 
great  a  difference  it  may  make  to  the  blessings  we 
hope  for  from  our  Lord  at  the  time  of  Easter,  whether 
we  have  in  earnest  employed  this  warning  time  of 
Lent  in  holy  meditation,  and  works  of  penitence, 
or  no? 

Therefore  I  say  again,  Eemember,  my  brethren, 
during  this  whole  forty  days,  to  look  on  to  the 
adorable  Cross  which  you  see  reared  at  a  distance 
before  you;  every  morning  when  you  wake,  say  to 
yourself.  Now  the  Cross  is  so  much  nearer ;  if  you  can, 
give  yourself  a  little  time  to  meditate  upon  it,  when 
you  say  your  morning  or  evening  prayers;  and  for 
this  purpose  you  will  do  well  to  make  diligent  use  of 
those  Scriptures  which  the  Church  sets  before  you  in 
the  Prayer  Book,  during  the  several  Sundays  of  Lent. 

To-day,  for  example,  and  all  the  days  of  this 
week,  it  will  be  wise  and  dutiful  to  set  before  us 
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the  great  day  of  judgment,  the  day  of  the  Lord,  with 
the  dreadful  sights  and  sounds  which  we  know  will 
attend  it.  For  having  this  picture  strong  upon  our 
minds,  we  shall  feel  more  and  more  deeply  that  we 
can  in  no  case  be  happy  without  Christ ;  we  shall  be 
the  more  and  more  watchful  not  to  separate  ourselves 
from  Him  by  wilful  sin,  or  by  an  earthly  mind ;  His 
Cross  therefore,  when  it  is  lifted  up,  will  be  welcome 
to  us  as  our  only  hope  and  deliverance.  Believing 
then  that  He  will  come  to  be  our  judge,  we  shall  the 
more  earnestly  pray  to  Him,  Help  Thy  servants,  whom 
Thou  hast  redeemed  with  Thy  precious  blood. 

And  to  help  us  in  thus  thinking  of  the  day  of 
judgment,  the  Church  sets  before  us  to-day  the  de- 
struction of  Sodom ;  one  of  the  most  awful  types  of 
that  great  day,  which  the  world  has  yet  seen.  She 
would  have  us  draw  the  picture  in  our  minds  of  the 
events  which  we  have  just  now  heard  in  the  first 
Lesson. 

Imagine  to  yourselves  a  great  and  rich  city,  like 
any  of  the  greatest  and  richest  that  we  now  hear  of, 
in  the  very  deadest  hour  of  the  night,  that  is,  when 
the  hours  begin  to  verge  towards  morning,  and  the 
wild  and  lawless  crowds  who  had  been  about  their 
unruly  wickedness  in  the  early  part  of  the  night, 
having  been  checked  by  Almighty  power,  had  re- 
tired and  left  the  streets  in  comparison  quiet.  Through 
one  of  those  streets  passes  quickly  a  man  now  aged, 
the  just  and  righteous  Lot,  full  of  care  and  fear  and 
dutiful  haste,  on  account  of  the  dreadful  message 
which  he  has  just  heard  of  the  angels,  that  the  Lord 
is  about  to  destroy  this  place.  We  seem  to  see  him 
entering  into  the  houses  of  his  sons-in-law,  and  warn- 
ing  both  them  and  their  wives,  his  daughters,  what 
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he  had  heard,  and  that  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost. 
The  angels,  perhaps,  are  with  him  on  the  one  hand, 
on  the  other  hand  are  his  sons-in-law.  He  tells  them 
plainly  what  he  had  heard.  Up^  get  you  out  of  this 
place^  for  the  Lord  will  destroy  this  place.  Most  likely, 
in  order  to  make  good  his  words,  he  appeals  to  the 
angels,  who  were  either  with  him,  or  near  at  hand ; 
and  relates  the  astonishing  miracle,  which  they  had 
wrought  but  an  hour  or  two  before,  smiting  his  ene- 
mies with  blindness,  so  that  they  could  not  find  the 
door  of  his  house. 

Imagine  Lot  waking  his  sons-in-law  out  of  their 
sleep,  and  telling  them  all  these  things;  and  now 
mark  how  they  receive  it.  He  seemed  as  one  that 
mocked  unto  his  sons  in  law.  They  would  not  believe 
that  he  was  in  earnest,  it  seemed  to  them  so  very 
strange.  Perhaps  they  thought  within  themselves, 
"  He  is  grown  old,  he  is  full  of  fancies,  he  does  not 
know  whether  he  is  waking  or  sleeping.  We  can 
but  pity  him,  but  it  were  most  foolish  to  disturb  our- 
selves  for  him."  Perhaps  they  argued  with  him  and 
with  themselves,  "Why,  if  so  great  and  sudden  a 
downfall  were  about  to  take  place,  surely  we  should 
behold  some  tokens  and  signs  of  it.  But  the  sun 
went  down  last  night  just  as  usual ;  all  things  within 
and  without  look  where  they  were ;  all  is  quiet ;  no 
sight  nor  sound  to  alarm  us."  Perhaps  they  said, 
"  If  such  destruction  were  coming,  others  of  course 
must  have  heard  of  it  as  well  as  you ;  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  the  message  would  have  been  sent  to  a  few 
only,  or  if  sent,  believed  by  a  few  only ;  we  will  wait 
and  see  what  other  persons  do,  especially  the  know- 
ing and  sensible  ones  of  the  city.  It  will  be  time 
enough  for  us  to  move  when  they  do." 
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If  their  father  spake  to  them  of  the  grievous  and 
deadly  sin,  in  which  the  whole  city  was  swallowed 
up ;  for  we  know  that  there  were  not  ten  righteous 
persons  in  it ;  if  he  said,  as  did  the  prophets  after 
him,  "  Surely,  one  time  or  another,  God  will  visit  for 
these  things ;  surely  His  soul  will  be  avenged  of  such 
a  nation  as  this ;  what  wonder,  then,  should  He  be 
visiting  even  now :"  if  Lot  spake  to  them  in  this  man- 
ner, perhaps  they  might  reply,  "It  is  no  new  thing 
for  the  city  to  be  (what  you  call)  very  wicked;  it 
has  been  so  ever  since  we  knew  it,  and  before,  as 
long  as  any  one  can  remember.  It  is  a  matter  of 
course;  men  will  be  men,  and  not  angels;  such 
things  always  have  been,  and  always  will  be,  and 
why  should  we  expect  any  special  judgment  on  them 
from  heaven  at  this  particular  time  more  than  at 
others  ?" 

By  such  answers  as  these  we  may  imagine  Lot's 
unbelieving  sons-in-law  putting   him  off  when   he 
came  with  the  message  from  the  angels;  and  we 
know  what  the  consequence  was.     Early  the   next 
morning,  as  soon  as  the  sun  had  risen,   The  Lord 
rained  upon  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  brimstone  and  fire 
from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven ;  and  He  overthrew  those 
cities^  and  all  the  plain^  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
cities^  and  tliat  which  grew   upon   the  ground.     The 
smoke  of  the  country  went  up  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace  ; 
and  the  whole  land  ever  since  is  brimstone,  and  salt, 
and  burning;  it  is  not  sown,  nor  beareth,  neither 
doth  any  grass  grow  therein.     And  it  was  all  done 
in  a  very  few  moments,  between  the  time  of  sun- 
rising,  and  the   time  when  Abraham   came  to  the 
place  where  he  used  to  say  his  morning  prayers.     So 
that  those  miserable  unbelievers  either  never  con- 
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tinued  more  in  this  world,  or  if  they  did,  it  was  only 
to  look  round  them  in  horror,  and  see  the  fire  and 
brimstone  come  upon  them.  And  all  because,  in- 
stead of  regarding  Lot's  warnings,  they  chose  to  look 
on  him  as  one  that  mocked. 

This  was  their  case ;  now  let  us  consider  our  own. 

We  are  here  in  a  world  full  of  things  which  naturally 

fill  our  hearts  and  minds,  as  Lot  and  his  family  were 

in  the  midst  of  the  great,  rich,  and  pleasurable  city 

of  Sodom.     But  we  are  warned  from  time  to  time, 

that  it  will  soon  come  to  an  end ;  not  only  that  we 

ourselves  shall  die,  but  that  all  these  things,  which 

arc  apt  so  to  engage  us,  will  have  a  sort  of  death  of 

their  own  to  undergo,  and  that  a  very  terrible  one. 

The  Angels  have  come  here,  saying  in  effect  to  us  all, 

Up^  get  you  out  of  this  place  ;  for  the  Lord  tvill  destroy 

this  place ;  for  the  sin  of  it  is  very  great,  and  the  cry 

thereof  is  waxen  grievous ;  He  will  destroy  this  whole 

world,  as  He  did  those  guilty  cities,  with  fire  and 

brimstone;  and  that  suddenly,  at  an  instant.     The 

day  of  the  Lord  so  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night ; 

wherein  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise, 

and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat ;  the  earth 

also,  and  all  the  works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burned 

up.     We  are  warned  of  this  continually ;  our  Bibles 

tell  us  of  it ;  we  hear  of  it  in  our  churches,  and  read 

of  it  in  good  books.     Yet  how  stands  the  case,  when 

by  such  warnings  any  one  endeavours  to  check  us  in 

following  sinful  pleasure,  or  to  set  us  upon  denying 

ourselves  in  earnest,  and  so  weaning  our  hearts  from 

a  world  so  soon  to  perish,  and  that  so  miserably? 

Too  certainly  may  it  be  said  in  a  very  great  number 

of  instances,  that  when  we  so  speak  to  people,  they 

cannot  or  will  not  believe  that  wo  are  in  earnest. 
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They  do  not  indeed  often  dispute  in  words  what  we 
say ;  in  words  they  grant  it,  of  course ;  they  always 
have  granted  it ;  they  have  been  used  to  say  it  in  the 
Creed  as  part  of  their  devotions.  But  along  with 
this  lip-confession,  too  often,  go  thoughts  and  looks, 
and  sometimes  even  words,  of  a  like  sort  to  those 
which  I  just  now  supposed  Lot's  sons-in-law  might 
have  said. 

People  say  to  themselves,  or  rather  blindly  think 
to  themselves,  "  To  be  sure,  there  will  be  a  judgment, 
we  know;  there  will  be  an  end  of  the  world  some 
day,  but  there  is  no  appearance  of  it  at  present ;  the 
world  is  very  bright,  beautiful,  and  in  some  respects 
improving ;  it  is  a  pleasant  world  to  live  in  for  the 
young  and  the  healthy,  and  so  no  doubt  it  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  and  so  we  will  enjoy  it,  till  sickness  and 
age  come  upon  us.''  Thus  people  make  up  their 
minds,  and  put  away  the  notion  of  a  judgment  near 
at  hand,  and  count  it  but  mockery  in  those  who  re- 
present the  Judge,  as  Holy  Scripture  does,  standing 
before  the  door.  "  We  have  lived  so  long,"  they  say, 
"and  everything  around  us  goes  on  as  usual,  why 
should  we  be  looking  forward  rather  now  than  at  any 
time  before,  to  a  great  overthrow  of  all  things  ?  Why 
should  you  be  taking  such  pains  to  put  us  in  mind  of 
it  ?  You  must  surely  have  some  purpose  of  your  own 
in  doing  so."  And  then  people  will  go  on  in  the  ill- 
natured  way  of  this  world,  making  out  why  the  clergy 
and  others  should  be  so  anxious  to  remind  them  of 
the  end  of  all  things.  Those  who  are  very  coarse  and 
rude  will  say,  "  They  are  paid  for  talking  so ;  we  need 
not  mind  them;"  or,  "It  is  just  their  trade  and  call- 
ing to  say  so,  but  they  mean  nothing  particular  by 
it ;"  or,  "  They  want  to  manage  us,  and  bring  us  to 
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their  own  mind,  by  all  this  discourse  about  another 
world."  And  even  those  who  are  more  kindly  dis- 
posed, except  they  be  also  more  serious,  will  say, 
"  Such  an  one  means  very  well,  he  wants  to  do  us 
good,  and  he  speaks  accordingly;  but  he  does  not 
himself  expect  us  to  believe  all  that  he  says;  if  we 
pay  a  decent  outward  attention,  and  turn  or  keep 
ourselves  from  gross  and  discreditable  ways,  he,  we 
may  be  sure,  will  be  satisfied,  and  doubtless  God  will 
be  satisfied  too.''  Or,  in  a  tone  somewhat  diflferent, 
men  will  regret  that  such  and  such  a  person  is  so  very 
very  strict,  that  he  has  such  peculiar  notions  of  right 
and  wrong,  notions  which  interfere  so  much  with 
every  part  of  the  pleasure  and  business  of  life ;  but 
"  such  being  the  case,"  they  say,  ^^  of  course  we  must 
make  allowance  for  what  he  says ;  we  must  take  it  as 
it  were  in  a  lower  and  less  strict  meaning ;  we  need 
not  be  so  very  much  alarmed,  though  by  his  measures 
we  should  be  made  out  very  wicked."  In  these  and 
ot  her  like  ways,  people  content  themselves  to  continue 
as  they  are,  and  set  at  naught  the  warnings  which 
they  read  and  hear.  And  so,  all  their  life  long,  they 
are  told  of  a  judgment  to  come;  all  their  life  long 
they  agree  to  what  they  are  told  of  it ;  and  all  their 
life  long  are  content  to  make  little  or  no  difference  in 
their  conduct  with  regard  to  it. 

What  a  state  of  things  is  this,  for  the  angels  and 
other  blessed  inhabitants  of  heaven  to  look  down 
upon !  We  may  imagine  in  some  small  degree,  how 
the  Divine  messengers  who  came  to  Lot  were  filled 
with  indignation  and  grief  and  wonder,  at  the  hard 
and  scornful  ways,  even  of  the  righteous  man's  near* 
est  kinsmen,  when  he  told  them  of  a  judgment  to 
come.    So  we  may  be  sure  it  is  now ;  tiie  angels  of 
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God,  our  own  guardian  angels,  are  here  with  us  in 
Sodom ;  they  have  told  us  that  they  shall  soon  have 
to  destroy  this  place ;  they  are  continually  reminding 
us  of  it ;  from  time  to  time  God's  judgments  happen ; 
persons  that  we  know  are  struck  down  suddenly; 
there  are  troubles,  disappointments,  aching  hearts, 
forcing  us  even  to  wish  for  a  change.  0  let  us  attend 
to  these  warnings,  let  us  not  be  too  proud  to  submit 
ourselves  to  the  merciful  teaching  and  discipline  of 
our  God  and  Saviour ;  let  us  really  and  truly  and  in 
earnest  take  Him  at  His  word,  when  He  assures  us 
that  He  will  soon  be  here,  to  destroy  this  place  for 
its  great  sins,  and  to  reward  us  every  one  according 
to  his  works. 

I  say,  let  us  take  God  Himself,  God  our  Saviour, 
at  His  own  word,  when  He  declares  so  repeatedly,  that 
He  will  judge  us  according  to  our  works.  For  it  is 
too  true,  that  even  His  words  (though  it  sound  like 
blasphemy  to  speak  of  it)  seem  to  many  of  those  that 
hear  them  as  the  words  of  one  that  mocketh.  Men 
do  not  always  really  believe  our  Lord,  when  He  says, 
He  will  reward  every  man  according  to  his  works ;  or 
again.  By  thy  words  thou  shall  be  justified^  and  by  thy 
words  thou  shalt  be  condemned.  No  saying  can  be 
more  plainly  spoken;  yet  is  it  not  too  true,  that 
many  Christians  encourage  themselves  in  thinking 
little  of  these  words,  and  in  going  on  with  little  dread 
of  the  last  day,  because  they  consider  that  Christ  has 
done  all  for  them ;  that  if  they  can  but  feel  faith  in 
Him,  they  will  be  pardoned,  whatever  their  sins  have 
been  ?  that  is  to  say  in  other  words,  that  they  shall 
not  be  judged  according  to  their  works,  for  all  the 
constant  sayings  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  His  Prophets  and 
Apostles.    Who  can  say  how  many  thousands  of  souls 
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owe  their  eternal  ruin  to  this  error  ?  God  forbid  that 
so  it  should  be  with  any  one  of  us.  God  forbid  that 
we  should  deal  with  His  plain  warnings,  as  with  the 
sayings  of  one  who  is  not  in  earnest.  He  indeed 
alone  saves  us  by  His  Cross,  we  never  could  have 
saved  ourselves  by  our  works,  that  we  know  well 
enough ;  but  we  may  but  too  easily  destroy  ourselves 
for  want  of  good  works.  Remember  the  last  day, 
remember  the  books  which  shall  then  be  opened,  re- 
member that  everything  we  say,  do,  or  think,  will 
make  a  diflference  in  those  records ;  and  try  to  live  so 
that  the  Cross  and  wounds  of  your  Lord,  which  you 
will  there  see  with  your  eyes,  may  be,  as  He  graciously 
intended,  your  joy  and  crown ;  not,  as  sin  would  make 
them,  your  eternal  shame  and  ruin.  This  is  the  way 
to  make  Lent  prepare  us  for  Easter,  and  this  is  the 
way  to  make  life  prepare  us  for  judgment. 

HURSLET, 

Fel,  9,  1845. 


First  Sunday  in  Lent, 


SEEMON  XLL 


2  TIMOTHY  iv.  5. 

"Do  the  work  of  an  Evangelist,  make  full  proof  of 

thy  ministry.** 

WE  know  that  St.  Paul,  when  he  wrote  this  Second 
Epistle  to  Timothy,  was  an  old  man  ;  if  not  old 
in  years,  yet  worn  out  with  his  many  and  severe 
cares  and  sufferings  and  labours.  He  was  also  in 
prison,  and  expecting  daily  to  be  sent  for  to  receive 
sentence  of  death.  Further,  he  was  almost  alone  and 
forsaken  in  the  world ;  out  of  many  friends  and  dis- 
ciples, one  only  remained  with  him,  and  that  one  was 
St.  Luke.  Only  Luke^  he  says,  is  with  me.  While 
others  went  away  from  him,  some  because  their  duty 
or  God's  providence  called  them  elsewhere,  others, 
like  Demas,  for  love  of  this  present  world ;  so  it  was, 
that  Luke  only  was  able  and  willing  to  abide  unto 
the  end,  with  his  spiritual  father  St.  Paul.  Now, 
St.  Paul  being  near  his  end,  all  that  he  says  seems 
especially  solemn ;  as  if  it  came  from  his  deathbed. 
And  St.  Luke  being  so  very  near  him,  and  quite 
entirely  trusted  by  him,  knew  in  a  manner  all  that 
was  in  his  heart ;  knew  of  course  all  that  he 
wrote  to  Timothy.  Indeed,  it  is  very  likely  that  he 
wrote  the  letter  with  his  own  hand,  wrote  it  out  from 
St.  Paul's  own  dictation,  as  we  know  that  most  of  his 
Epistles  were  not  written  by  himself;  so  in  the  end 
of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  we  read,  /  Tertius,  who 

M  m 
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wrote  this  Epistle^  salute  you  in  the  Lord :  to  the  Thes- 
salonians  the  Apostle  says,  The  salutation  of  Paul 
with  mine  own  hand^  which  is  the  token  in  every  Epistle  : 
so  I  write ;  as  though  the  rest  of  the  letter  were  in 
the  handwriting  of  some  other  person,  only  the  fare- 
well messages  at  the  end  were  written  by  himself,  to 
give  them  a  sure  token  that  the  letter  was  his  own. 
And  again,  he  bids  the  Galatians  observe,  hoto  large 
a  letter  he  had  written  unto  them  with  his  own  hund ; 
whereas  generally  other  persons  were  used  to  write 
for  him,  as  is  the  custom  of  persons  who  have  much 
business  and  very  little  time  to  write.  Put  all  this 
together,  and  remember  that  the  Apostle  was  now 
older  and  probably  weaker  than  he  had  been,  and 
you  may  with  good  reason  imagine  that  St.  Luke,  the 
only  friend  then  with  him,  was  his  scribe  in  this 
Epistle.  Imagine  now  with  what  deep  thoughts,  and 
with  what  a  full  heart,  he  must  have  written  this, 
perhaps  the  last  letter,  for  his  master  and  spiritual 
father,  how  all  the  parts  which  spoke  of  his  own 
duties  must  have  come  home  and  struck  deep  into 
him,  how  he  must  have  felt  that  they  belonged  to 
him  quite  as  much  as  to  Timothy,  for  whom  he  was 
writing  them  out. 

Especially  we  cannot  doubt  that  'he  must  have 
taken  it  as  a  warning  and  encouraging  voice  to  him- 
self, when  he  came  to  those  words.  Do  the  work  of 
an  Evangelist^  make  full  proof  of  thy  ministry.  "  The 
work  of  an  Evangelist,"  surely,  he  must  have  said 
to  himself,  those  words  belong  to  me.  For  St.  Luke, 
as  we  all  know,  was  in  an  especial  sense  an  Evan- 
gelist. Before  that  time,  as  is  probable,  he  had 
written  his  Gospel,  the  third  of  the  three  Gospels, 
which  the  Holy  Spirit  had  ordained  to  make  part  of 
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the  New  Testament,  and  most  likely  he  had  written 
also  the  Book  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles ;  besides 
all  that  he  had  done  in  travelling  about,  with  St.  Paul 
or  on  his  errands,  all  which  was  part  of  the  great 
work  of  the  ministry,  spreading  Christ's  kingdom, 
and  waiting  on  the  souls  of  men.  St.  Luke's  calling 
was  eminently  that  of  an  Evangelist ;  when  he  wrote 
by  St.  PauPs  direction  to  Timothy,  Do  the  work  of  an 
Evangelist^  he  must  have  felt  that  he  was  receiving 
a  rule  for  his  own  life  also.  When  he  went  on  and 
wrote,  Make  full  proof  of  thy  ministry^  he  must  have 
thought  with  himself*,  "  I  surely  must  do  the  same, 
I  must  not  sit  down  quietly  and  think  that  I  have 
done  enough,  I  must  still  go  on  spending  and  being 
spent,  waiting  on  all  the  saints,  on  all  Christians. 
I  must  not  be  content  until  I  have  done  all  my  work 
in  the  very  best  way,  for  this  is  what  my  dying 
friend  and  father  in  Christ  Jesus,  St.  Paul,  plainly 
signifies  to  be  my  duty." 

These,  or  such  as  these,  may  probably  have  been 
St.  Luke's  thoughts,  when  he  was  writing  out  this 
last  Apostolical  Epistle,  and  we  know  that  he  did 
go  on  performing  all  the  work  of  an  Evangelist, 
making  full  proof  of  his  ministry,  until  at  last  his 
time  was  come  to  suffer  martyrdom  for  Christ's  sake, 
and  to  sit  down  on  the  throne  prepared  for  him  in 
heaven.  And  now,  every  year,  when  we  keep  the 
memory  of  St.  Luke,  we  hear  the  same  words ;  they 
are  part  of  the  Epistle  for  the  day :  Do  the  work 
of  an  Evangelist^  make  full  proof  of  thy  ministry. 
It  is  plain  who  are  directly  concerned  in  these  words 
— those  who  have  now  to  do  the  work  of  an  evange- 
list— the  bishops,  priests,,  and  deacons  of  the  Church, 
teachers  also,  and  all  who  are  engaged  in  conveying 
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to  young  and  ignorant  persons  the  knowledge  of  the 
way  to  be  saved.  To  all  such  the  Holy  Spirit  does 
in  a  manner  say  on  this  day,  ^^  Take  heed  to  your- 
selves, you  have  a  great  work  to  do,  and  a  very  short 
time  to  do  it  in ;  all  around  you  there  are  souls  to  be 
waited  on,  souls  in  danger  of  everlasting  damnation, 
souls  for  whom  Christ  died,  souls  whom  He  would 
have  prepared  for  heaven,  and  you  are  appointed  to 
wait  on  them ;  *  and  here  is  one  who  had  the  same 
work  to  do,  and  did  it  far  better  than  you  have  done, 
and  now  he  is  going  away,  and  tells  you,  ^  Whatever 
you  do,  lose  no  time ;  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered, 
and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand ;  I  can  now 
tell  you  by  experience  what  an  awful  difference  it 
will  make  to  you,  when  your  own  time  of  departure 
comes,  whether  you  have  made  full  proof  of  your 
ministry,  wrought  in  it  as  well  as  you  could,  or  no.'  '^ 
Thus  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  St.  Paul's  example,  teaches 
all  Christ's  ministers  to-day. 

But  does  He  teach  Christ's  ministers  only,  or  is 
there  not  in  the  same  words  a  lesson  for  every  one 
of  us?  Surely  all  Christians  have  their  own  work 
to  do,  their  own  ministry  to  fulfil,  though  not  all  are 
ordained  teachers  of  the  Word ;  and  it  concerns  them, 
more  than  one  can  say,  that  this  work  should  be 
done,  this  ministry  really  fulfilled  before  their  life  is 
over,  before  the  time  of  their  departure  is  at  hand. 
As  the  bishop  or  priest  has  his  proper  work,  so  has 
each  one  in  the  congregation,  whether  rich  or  poor, 
the  landholder,  the  farmer,  the  tradesman,  the  la* 
bourer,  the  servant ;  young  men  and  old,  fathers  aad 
mothers  and  ohUdren,  married  persons  and  single 
and  widowed,  sick  and  well,  every  one  of  all  the 
millions  who  are  now  living  in  the  world  has  his  own 
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proper  work  to  do,  his  own  particular  task,  calling, 
and  profession,  besides  that  general  calling  of  a  Chris- 
tian which  belongs  alike  to  all,  and  the  one  common 
work  of  saving  his  soul  at  the  last  day.  Now  what 
we  learn  of  St.  Luke's  example,  and  of  St.  Paul's 
warning  in  the  text  is  this,  that  each  one's  particular 
calling  is  a  great  part  of  his  general  calling,  and  has 
a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  salvation  of  his  soul.  We 
learn,  that  whatever  we  are  to  do,  we  should  do  it 
as  well  as  ever  we  can ;  for  Qod's  sake,  who  appointed 
us  to  do  it,  and  for  our  own  sake,  that  our  reward 
may  be  the  more  abundant  hereafter.  For  instance, 
that  the  master  of  a  family  should  attend  to  his  fa* 
mily,  and  govern  it  as  well  as  he  can ;  that  the  ser- 
vants should  mind  their  work,  every  one  of  them, 
and  do  it  as  well  as  they  can ;  that  the  farmer  and 
labourer  should  cultivate  the  ground,  the  tradesman 
look  after  his  trade,  the  teacher  teach,  and  the  scholar 
learn,  every  one  to  the  best  of  his  power. 

That  so  it  ought  to  be,  we  learn  by  our  own  com- 
mon sense,  by  the  natural  law  which  Almighty  God 
has  written  in  every  one  of  our  hearts.  If  a  work 
or  an  employment  is  worth  attending  to  at  all,  it  is 
worth  attending  to  well  and  thoroughly.  And  every 
person,  if  he  will  but  mark  it,  has  a  certain  sense 
and  appetite  for  perfection  breathed  as  it  were  na-> 
turally  into  his  heart,  so  that  he  would  rather  do 
a  thing  well  than  ill,  if  he  could  but  do  it  without 
trouble  or  self-denial ;  he  is  better  pleased  when  his 
work  is  done,  to  think  that  he  has  succeeded  in  it,  than 
that  he  has  failed.  This  is  all  God's  silent  teaching, 
to  make  us  understand  that  whatever  our  ministiy 
is.  He  would  have  us  make  full  proof  of  it.  • 

And  if  you  ask  for  the  written  teaching  of  Holy 
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Scripture,  there  is  abundance  of  that  also  to  the  same 
effect.  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do^  says  the 
wise  man,  do  it  with  thy  mighty  that  is,  not  carelessly 
and  languidly,  put  thy  strength  and  thy  mind  to  it. 
And  he  adds  the  reason,  For  there  is  no  device^  nor 
counsel,  nor  knowledge^  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goest ; 
as  who  should  say.  If  you  fail,  through  sloth  or  negli- 
gence, or  any  other  unfaithfulness,  so  that  your  work 
is  undone  when  you  come  to  die,  you  will  have  no 
chance  of  making  up  for  it  hereafter.  Our  Lord 
implies  the  same,  where  Ho  says,  /  must  work  the 
work  of  Him  that  sent  Me^  while  it  is  day  ;  the  night 
Cometh^  when  no  man  can  work.  And  St.  Paul,  in  very 
many  places.  Having  gifts  differing  according  to  the 
grace  given  unto  us  ...  he  that  ministereth^  let  him 
wait  on  his  ministry ;  he  that  teachethj  on  teaching  ;  he 
that  exhorteth^  on  exhortation^  and  so  on.  And  to  the 
same  effect  he  puts  us  in  mind  of  the  comparison 
of  the  body  and  members.  And  St.  Peter  says,  As 
every  man  hath  received  the  gift^  so  minister  the  same 
one  to  another  J  as  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace 
of  God.  And  all  the  many  parables  in  which  we  are 
called  stewards,  persons  put  in  trust  by  Almighty- 
God,  come  to  the  same  thing.  To  mention  no  more  ; 
our  blessed  Lord  Himself  teaches  us  plainly  that 
every  Christian  is  like  a  servant,  whose  master  has 
gone  on  a  journey,  leaving  him  in  trust  with  more  or 
less  of  his  goods.  If  we  are  left  in  trust,  of  course 
we  shall  be  called  to  account.  We  shall  be  called  to 
account,  not  only  for  our  behaviour  in  that  general 
calling  wherewith  all  Christians  are  called,  and  we 
among  the  rest,  but  also  for  our  way  of  discharging 
each  one  his  own  particular  duty  and  calling,  his 
trade,  or  profession,  or  service,  whatever  it  be. 
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This  one  thing,  if  we  would  deeply  consider  it, 
would  keep  us  on  our  guard  against  the  errors  which 
tempt  us  either  way  concerning  this  part  of  our  duty. 
If  we  would  always  remember  that  it  is  God  who  set 
us  our  task,  we  could  not  either  be  slothful  or  worldly- 
minded.  Those  are  our  two  dangers,  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left.  Some  give  way  to  that  na- 
tural sloth  which  has  infected  us  all,  more  or  less, 
since  the  fall  of  Adam ;  their  object  is,  to  get  through 
their  day's  work  with  as  little  trouble  as  they  can, 
and  this  perhaps  is  the  most  ordinary  fault.  Indeed 
it  is  so  common  a  fault,  that  men  are  always  obliged 
to  take  it  for  granted,  until  they  know  to  the  con- 
trary, that  such  as  they  employ  will  take  liberties, 
will  withdraw  themselves,  if  they  can,  from  some  of 
their  work,  will  not  put  their  whole  mind,  their  whole 
strength,  to  the  due  performance  of  it.  They  will 
make  a  sort  of  proof  of  their  ministry,  but  not  full 
proof.  If  you  give  them  leave,  they  will  for  the 
most  part  get  off  as  easy  as  they  can.  This  is  why 
so  much  watching  is  necessary,  so  many  inspectors 
and  overlookers.  Men  dislike  trouble  so,  that  there 
is  no  trusting  them  even  to  do  their  own  work.  Even 
those  who  have  some  sense  of  religion  too  often  give 
way  to  this  sinful  habit. 

And  one  thing  which  greatly  tempts  them  to  it  is, 
when  they  find,  as  of  course  for  the  most  part  they  do 
find  or  fancy,  that  they  cannot  greatly  *excel  in  their 
work,  even  though  they  do  their  best.  Do  you  not 
see  in  our  Lord's  parable  which  of  the  servants  it  was 
who  hid  what  he  was  trusted  with  in  a  napkin,  and 
buried  it  in  the  earth,  and  made  nothing  of  his  Lord's 
money  ?  It  was  the  servant  who  had  but  one  talent 
left  in  his  care.    This  seems  to  signify,  that  person^ 
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who  have  few  advantages  are  in  one  respect  most 
likely  to  be  slothful.  They  will  say  to  themselves, 
^^I  shall  always  be  but  an  indifferent  workman,  I 
know;  I  never  can  excel,  this  task  and  that  will 
always  be  quite  beyond  me ;  I  will  therefore  give  up 
all  thought  of  excellence ;  it  shall  be  enough  for  me 
if  I  just  escape  punishment  and  disgrace."  Who  can 
doubt  that  something  like  this  is  often  in  the  minds 
of  children  at  school,  of  apprentices  learning  their 
trade,  and  servants  their  work.  What  they  do,  they 
will  not  do  heartily,  because  they  will  not  set  their 
minds  to  this  truth,  that  they  are  doing  it  to  the 
Lord  and  not  to  man.  They  will  be  at  best  like  old 
Eli,  who  being  called  by  God's  providence  to  the 
oflBce  of  a  father  over  two  wicked  sons,  thought  he 
had  done  his  duty  enough  by  simply  reproving  them 
and  saying,  iVa^,  my  sons  ;  you  fnake  the  Lord^s  people 
to  transgress.  Eli  was  no  doubt  a  good  and  religious 
person  himself,  but  because  he  neglected  to  use  a 
father's  authority,  because  he  shrank  from  the  pain 
and  peril  of  correcting  them,  very  severe  messages 
were  sent  him.  He  died  a  violent  death,  and  his 
children  after  him  were  shut  out  from  the  priesthood. 
It  is  awful  to  think  what  came  upon  him — upon  him, 
a  good  sort  of  man  on  the  whole — ^because  he  would 
go  on  taking  things  easily,  when  God  wanted  him  to 
work  in  earnest. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  certainly  a  great  danger 
of  persons  being  so  taken  up  with  their  particular 
calling,  as  to  slight  and  overlook  the  great  calling 
which  we  all  have  in  common,  with  its  eternal  con- 
sequences. The  industrious  and  thriving  are  too  apt 
to  be  irreligious,  and  the  more  so,  the  better  they 
manage  and  the  more  they  prosper  in  their  worldly 
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affairs.  There  is  something  so  bewitching  in  that 
kind  of  skill  and  success,  that  it  is  sure  to  draw  away 
our  souls  from  God,  except  we  watch  and  pray  always. 
Joab,  David's  servant,  I  suppose  to  have  been  an  in- 
stance of  this.  He  was  plainly  a  courageous  soldier, 
and  for  most  part  of  his  life  a  trusty  servant  of  David. 
He  did  with  his  might  what  his  hand  found  to  do, 
but  all  the  while  his  heart  was  not  right  towards 
God.  He  therefore  came  to  a  bad  end,  and  is  a 
warning  to  us  all,  not  to  think  of  pleasing  God  by 
mere  diligence  in  our  calling,  while  towards  Him  we 
are  slothful  and  unloving. 

The  perfect  Christian,  such  as  St.  Paul,  such  as 
St.  Luke  and  the  other  saints,  will  keep  both  of  these 
in  mind.  He  will  be  very  diligent  in  his  work,  his 
trade,  or  his  task,  because  he  knows  that  such  dili- 
gence is  part  of  his  preparation  for  heaven.  When 
God  blesses  him  in  his  temporal  work  he  will  not  be 
puffed  up,  but  he  will  meditate  on  the  temporal  bless* 
ing  as  a  token  and  pledge  of  greater  things  to  come. 
Is  he  at  school  ?  he  will  work  hard,  and  speak  truth, 
to  please  his  parents,  and  for  his  Maker's  sake.  Is 
he  at  work,  or  in  service  ?  it  will  be  just  the  same 
to  him  whether  his  master  is  in  sight  or  out  of  sight. 
Is  he  pursuing  any  profession  ?  he  will  give  his  mind 
to  it,  he  will  try  to  overcome  any  distaste  he  may 
feel  towards  it,  he  will  watch  for  ways  of  improving 
in  it,  and  will  comfort  and  encourage  himself  with 
the  thought,  that  the  same  God  who  is  with  him  in 
his  earthly  work  will  be  much  more  with  him  in  his 
heavenly  and  devotional  work.  Even  as  St.  Luke, 
at  first  a  beloved  physician,  profited  so  as  to  become 
an  evangelist  and  physician  of  the  soul.  Even  in  his 
occasional  employments  and  diversions  such  an  one 
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will  still  endeavour,  whatsoever  he  does,  to  do  heartily 
and  well,  as  to  the  Lord  and  not  to  men.  Here 
again  we  may  rememher  that  St.  Luke,  according  to 
tradition,  sometimes  employed  himself  in  painting,  in 
painting  likenesses  of  holy  persons,  and  we  may  well 
believe  that  he  tried  to  do  his  best.  As  indeed  we 
may  perceive  by  the  manner  in  which  he  tells  the 
histories  which  he  had  to  write,  both  of  our  Lord  and 
of  His  Apostles,  that  he  had  a  great  gift  of  writing 
history,  which  he  was  careful  to  use,  reverently  and 
diligently. 

Such  holy  examples  may  well  teach  us  this  plain 
and  simple  lesson — whatever  we  do,  to  try  and  do 
it  well.  The  mere  habit  of  trying  our  best  in  all 
things,  will  help  us,  by  God's  grace,  to  serve  Him 
with  our  best.  And  if  we  try  also  to  do  it  always  as 
to  the  Lord  and  not  to  man,  this  will  prevent  us 
from  being  too  much  swallowed  up  by  our  attention 
to  lesser  things,  or  to  our  mere  earthly  calling.  We 
shall  not  then  pride  ourselves  on  partial  success,  nor 
on  being  more  skilful  than  others.  With  heavenly 
perfection  before  our  mind's  eye,  all  perfection  here 
will  be  to  us  as  nothing.  The  glory  to  oome  will 
quite  drown  the  faint  brightness  just  at  hand.  All 
that  we  have  done,  or  are  doing,  will  seem  as  no- 
thing to  us,  while  we  keep  in  our  hearts  that  one 
sayijig  of  our  Lord's,  Be  ye  perfect^  as  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect. 

HUSSLET. 

St.  Luki^t  Day,  1846. 


SERMON  XLn. 


ST.  LUKE  xii.  66. 

"  Te  can  discern  the  face  of  the  sky  and  of  the  earthy  but 
how  is  it  that  ye  do  not  discern  this  time  f* 

WHEEEVEE  we  go,  and  whomever  we  talk  with, 
we  know  that  there  is  nothing  which  we  are 
more  apt  to  talk  of  than  the  weather ;  will  it  be  cold 
or  hot,  wet  or  dry,  clear  or  cloudy,  quiet  or  boister- 
ous? how  will  it  suit  our  fields  and  gardens,  the 
crops  we  are  preparing  for,  or  those  which  we  have 
already  put  into  the  ground  ?  how  will  it  answer  for 
the  journeys,  or  works,  or  other  out-of-door  under- 
takings, which  we,  our  friends  and  neighbours,  are 
engaged  in?  These  are  questions  in  which  we  are 
every  one  of  us  more  or  less  interested ;  and  therefore 
all  of  us,  more  or  less,  become  as  we  grow  up  in  some 
decree  judges  of  the  weather ;  able  to  say  beforehand, 
from  certain  appearances,  what  sort  of  a  day  or  night 
it  is  likely  to  be.  Of  course  some  are  far  more  skilful 
than  others,  but  every  one  has  some  little  knowledge 
in  this  matter.  Some  tokens  of  rain,  or  frost,  or  wind 
coming  on,  are  quite  plain,  and  understood  by  all ;  so 
that  if  a  person  went  on  with  a  journey  or  work  in 
spite  of  them,  and  came  to  any  inconvenience,  people 
would  say  it  was  his  own  doing,  he  must  have  known 
beforehand  that  it  would  be  so.  Other  circumstances 
again,  regarding  the  weather,  are  not  so  plain,  nor  so 
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entirely  agreed  upon,  nor  so  well  understood  by  the 
generality  of  men  ;  and  when  a  man  suffers  by  a  mis- 
take in  these,  more  allowance  is  made  for  him ;  it  is 
not  thought  so  entirely  his  own  fault. 

Our  Saviour,  in  the  text,  takes  notice  of  all  this, 
lie  is  speaking  to  the  multitudes,  the  great  mass  of 
the  Jewish  people,  who  came  to  hear  Him,  and  to  be 
healed,  about  their  want  of  real  earnestness  in  reli- 
gious matters.  He  tells  them,  when  ye  see  the  cloud 
rmng  from  the  west  (that  appearance,  I  suppose,  which 
we  call  ^  a  bank  of  clouds ')  ye  say  straightway^  There 
Cometh  a  shower ;  and  so  it  is.  And  wlien  ye  see  tlie 
south  wind  hlow^  ye  say^  There  will  he  heat;  and  it 
Cometh  to  pass.  No  doubt  He  was  out  of  doors  with 
them  at  the  time ;  and  there  might  be  some  appear* 
ance  in  the  sky,  the  air,  or  the  ground,  which  caused 
Him  to  speak  thus ;  but  what  was  the  purpose  of  His 
doing  so  ?  what  had  it  to  do  with  the  salvation,  either 
of  their  souls  or  ours,  if  they  were  all  knowing  in  cer* 
tain  tokens  of  the  weather  ?  Our  Lord  Himself  goes 
on  to  explain  this :  Ye  hypocrites^  ye  can  discern  the 
face  of  the  sky  and  of  the  earthy  but  how  is  it  that  ye  do 
not  discern  this  time?  As  if  He  should  say,  "  You  are 
very  attentive,  and  sharp  enough,  in  judging  of  the 
weather,  and  some  of  you  are  ready  to  pride  your- 
selves on  it  not  a  little ;  but  how  is  it  that  you  are  so 
very  dull  about  the  great  things  which  are  now  going 
to  happen,  although  you  have  had  such  ample  warn- 
ing of  them?  Why  do  you  not  provide  yourselves 
a  shelter  beforehand  against  the  shower  which  you 
know  will'  soon  come  on  the  wicked,  the  shower  of 
snares,  fire  and  brimstone,  storm  and  tempest,  whioh 
the  Lord  will  rain  on  them  out  of  heaven?  Why 
do  you  not  seek  refuge  in  time,  when  you  feel 
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already  that  the  burning  heat  of  temptation,  like»a  dry 
scorching  wind,  will  come  strong  upon  you  ?  After  all 
the  many  tokens  which  I  am  daily  giving  you,  that  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand^  how  can  you  possibly  be 
so  dull  and  indifferent  ?  how  can  you  go  on,  almost  all 
of  you,  as  if  there  were  nothing  particular  in  this  time; 
no  great  change  soon  to  take  place,  which  will  make 
an  exceeding  difference  to  you  for  good  or  for  evil  ?" 

Thus  our  Lord  reproves  them ;  and  He  adds  that 
word,  which  we  commonly  find  in  His  gravest  and 
most  fearful  reproofs.  He  calls  them  Hypocrites ;  as 
much  as  to  say,  that  they  were  false  persons  towards 
God.  They  went  on  deceiving  others  and  themselves 
with  vain  pretences  to  some  kind  of  goodness,  while 
at  the  bottom  of  their  hearts  they  were  aware  that 
they  were  not  really  endeavouring  to  give  themselves 
up  (entirely  to  their  Maker.  He  know  them  to  be  so, 
for  He  could  read  their  hearts ;  and  He  signifies  that 
one  token  of  their  being  so  was,  their  not  using  their 
common  sense,  what  Ood  had  given  them,  in  matters 
of  religion  as  really  as  they  did  about  the  weather,  or 
any  other  ordinary  thing.  "  Depend  upon  it,"  He 
says,  "  you  are  not  in  earnest,  however  you  seem  to 
feel  sometimes,  how  particular  soever  you  may  be 
about  one  or  two  things.  You  have  not  the  root  of 
the  matter  in  you,  your  heart  is  not  right  towards 
God ;  else,  as  surely  as  you  judge  of  the  weather,  and 
know  whether  it  will  be  fair  or  foul,  so  surely  would 
you  judge  and  discern  of  this  time ;  you  would  per- 
ceive that  this  time  of  My  being  with  you  is  a  very 
serious  time  indeed ;  a  time  which,  if  not  improved, 
will  pass  away  like  the  daylight  hours,  and  leave  you 
in  the  darkness  and  shadow  of  death,  your  work  un- 
done and  your  sins  unpardoned." 
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This  is  the  tenor  of  our  Lord's  saying.  It  puts 
before  us  a  great  truth,  acknowledged  perhaps  in 
words  by  all,  but  by  very  few  properly  thought  upon ; 
namely,  that  our  not  discerning  this  time — not  using 
it  to  save  our  souls — is  utterly  and  entirely  without 
excuse.  We  condemn  ourselves  for  it,  every  time 
that  we  use  our  common  sense  on  so  ordinary  a  thing 
as  the  weather.  If  we  have  understanding  to  judge 
of  that,  we  have  understanding  to  judge  of  our  duty ; 
and  what  then  shall  we  have  to  say  before  our  Judge, 
if  we  have  not  done  it  ?  This  is  so  plain,  that  none 
of  us,  I  am  sure,  can  or  will  think  of  denying  it.  But 
the  plainer  a  thing  is,  and  the  less  we  think  of  deny- 
ing it,  the  worse  will  it  be  for  us  by-and-by,  except 
we  have  remembered  it  in  our  practice,  and  tried  in 
earnest  to  live  according  to  it.  Suffer  me  then  to 
apply  our  Lord's  saying  to  one  matter,  in  which  most 
of  us,  alas,  have  been  hitherto  greatly  wanting,  and 
which  is  even  at  this  moment  pressing  most  urgently 
on  us  all. 

How  is  it  that  we  do  not  discern  this  time,  this 
holy  time  of  Lent,  given  us  by  God's  merciful  Pro- 
vidence to  prepare  us  especially  for  Holy  Communion 
at  Easter  ?  How  is  it  that  we  seem  so  little  aware  of 
the  use  which  God  intended  us  to  make  of  that  time  ? 
Here  we  are  come,  by  His  good  Providence,  nearly  to 
the  last  week  of  it.  If  we  live  till  next  Sunday,  we 
shall  have  come  again  to  the  time  when  the  Church 
would  have  us  especially  present  with  our  Lord  in 
His  sufferings ;  and  if  we  have  waited  on  Him  duly 
during  that  week,  we  shall  be  invited  at  the  end  of  it 
to  partake  of  His  Body  and  Blood.  It  is  very  near ; 
are  we  ready  for  it  ?  are  we  doing  any  thing  to  pre- 
pare ourselves  for  it  ?    Five  whole  weeks  have  nearly 
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passed  away  of  the  time  which  our  Heavenly  Father 
has  directed  us  to  set  apart  for  especial  thought  on 
that  Communion,  for  prayer  and  penitence,  for  wean- 
ing ourselves  from  the  world,  in  order  that  we  might 
be  so  much  nearer  to  Him.  How  much  use  have  we 
made  of  those  five  weeks  ?  Have  we  spent  five  days, 
nay  five  hours  of  them,  in  any  way  differently  from 
what  we  should  have  spent  them  in,  had  there  been 
no  such  time  as  Lent  appointed  at  all. 

Now  do  not  say,  "  I  have  been  hard  at  work  all  the 
time ;  I  have  been  waiting  on  my  family,  or  otherwise 
doing  the  duties  of  my  station ;  I  have  had  no  leisure, 
nor  otherwise  had  I  the  power,  to  order  my  time  and 
other  matters  in  the  way  which  those  would,  who  de- 
sire in  earnest  to  keep  Lent."  Do  not  say  this ;  for 
although  it  may  bo  very  true,  it  is  no  answer  to  the 
question  I  now  wish  to  ask  of  you.  That  question  is 
not,  "  Have  you  been  fasting,  or  otherwise  mortifying 
your  bodily  appetites?  Have  you  been  attending 
your  church  more  frequently,  or  using  longer  forms 
of  devotion  and  confession  at  home  ?  Have  you  been 
withdrawing  yourself  from  company  and  keeping 
silence,  that  you  might  meditate  more  undisturbed 
on  your  own  sin,  and  the  Cross  of  Christ?"  These 
things  are  all  good  in  their  way,  very  good  for  those 
who  can  and  will  practise  them  in  humility  and  the 
fear  of  God ;  but  I  am  not  now  asking  you  of  these 
things ;  I  make  no  question  but  that  for  one  reason 
or  other  they  have  been  all  of  them  out  of  your 
power;  but  the  question  now  is,  "However  your 
hands  have  been  employed,  have  you  tried  to  turn 
your  minds  and  your  hearts  to  your  God?  and  to 
keep  yourself,  for  His  sake,  from  what  you  knew 
to  be  wrong,  however  pleasant  ?" 
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Lent  is  a  time  for  Christian  people  to  think  much 
of  their  Saviour's  Cross,  and  little  of  their  own  wills. 
Which  of  us  all  has  tried  to  do  so  during  these  weeks 
which  are  passed  ?  How  often  have  we  said  to  our- 
selves, ^'  To  be  sure  this  and  that  is  vexatious,  but  I 
will  take  it  cheerfully,  I  will  not  be  out  of  humour, 
remembering  how  Christ  endured  the  contradiction  of 
sinners  against  Himself?"  How  many  angry  words, 
as  they  rose  to  our  tongue,  have  we  suppressed  for 
our  Saviour's  sake?  Who,  when  He  wm  reviled^  re^ 
viled  not  again ;  when  He  mffered^  He  threatened  not. 
How  many  times  have  we  put  ourselves  to  shame  for 
our  cross  and  angry  looks,  and  repining  thoughts,  by 
imagining  our  Lord's  mild  and  merciful  countenance  ? 
How  often  have  we  put  ourselves  out  of  the  way,  to 
do  some  kindness  to  one  who  could  not  or  would  not 
thank  us,  from  the  feeling  that  we  belong  to  One  who 
is  all  day  reaching  forth  His  hands  on  the  Cross  to 
a  disobedient  and  gainsaying  people?  Alas,  my 
brethren,  if  we  have  not  thought  of  these  things,  if 
such  ways  of  ordering  our  conduct  are  altogether 
strange  and  new  to  us,  how  are  we  the  better  for  so 
much  of  this  Lent  as  is  now  gone  over  our  heads  ?  and 
what  reason  have  we  to  think  that  we  shall  be  the 
better  for  that  still  more  sacred  time  which  is  fast 
coming  upon  us?  When,  after  a  long  absence,  we 
meet  again  some  dear  friend,  the  joy  and  comfort  of 
the  meeting  greatly  depends  on  what  our  conscience 
tells  us  of  our  behaviour  to  that  friend  during  our 
absence.  If  we  can  feel  in  our  hearts  that  we  have 
been  true  to  him,  that  we  have  thought  of  him,  and 
loved  him,  and  prayed  for  him,  and  kept  our  word  to 
him,  out  of  sight  as  well  as  in  sight ;  then  the  delight 
of  meeting  is  far  more  complete  than  it  could  be  if  we 
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had  the  recollection  of  any  untruth,  or  any  ill  be* 
haviour,  to  embitter  it.  It  is  much  the  same  in  regard 
to  the  Holy  Week  and  Easter.  The  way  to  have 
spiritual  comfort  and  refreshment  in  keeping  those 
sacred  times  is  to  think  much  of  the  Holy  Jesus  and 
of  His  Cross  at  all  other  times,  but  especially  during 
these  weeks  of  Lent.  This  we  may  try  at  least  to  do, 
if  we  will,  even  in  the  midst  of  our  worldly  toil  and 
care.     Have  we  tried  it  in  earnest,  this  season  ? 

Again,  Lent  is  a  time  for  thinking  much  of  our 
own  sins  against  God,  and  littie  of  our  neighbours' 
trespasses  against  ourselves.  For  what  could  be  more 
unbecoming,  than  if  a  person  on  his  knees  confessing 
his  sins  were  to  keep  looking  round  from  time  to  time 
to  watch  some  other  person's  conduct,  and  find  some 
fault  with  him  ?  Now  in  Lent  God  calls  on  us  to  be, 
as  it  were,  on  the  knees  of  our  heart,  chastening  our- 
selves night  and  day  with  the  remembrance  of  the 
many  wrong  things  we  have  done.  Most  unsuitable, 
therefore,  at  that  time  especially,  is  every  bitter  and 
scornful  thought  regarding  any  person  whatever. 
Have  we  thought  of  this  during  the  weeks  that  are 
past  ?  Have  we  restrained  our  thoughts,  when  they 
were  wandering  from  our  own  sins,  of  which  we  are 
certain,  to  those  of  other  men,  which  for  the  most 
part  we  can  only  conjecture  ?  Next  week,  if  we  live 
so  long,  we  shall  have  to  kneel  close  under  the  shadow 
of  the  Cross.  0  let  us  consider,  for  this  one  week  at 
least,  what  a  miserable  thing  it  will  be,  should  He, 
looking  down  into  our  hearts,  behold  them  filled  with 
hard  thoughts  of  others,  instead  of  contrition  for  our 
many  sins. 

Moreover,  Lent  is  a  time  for  thinking  much  of 
God's  mercies,  and  little  of  anything  which  we  have 
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tried  to  do  for  Ills  sake.  How  has  it  been  with  us  in 
this  respect  ?  It  is  well,  I  fear,  if  our  minds  have 
not  been  dwelling  on  thoughts  just  contrary  to  these ; 
grumbling,  discontented  thoughts  about  our  own  con- 
dition ;  proud,  self-satisfied  thoughts  of  what  little  wo 
have  done.  We  have  thought  little  of  God's  boun- 
tiful gifts,  and  much  of  our  own  scanty  alms  and 
oblations.  Again  I  say,  for  this  one  week  at  least 
let  us  try  to  have  better  minds.  Look  on  to  next 
week,  to  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Day,  and  consider 
w  hat  He  will  give  you  then.  He  will  give  you  His 
Only-Begotten  Son,  not  only  to  die  for  you,  but  also 
to  be  your  spiritual  food  in  His  holy  Sacrament. 
What  have  you  given,  what  can  you  give,  in  return 
for  such  gifts  as  these,  that  you  should  be  proud 
and  well  pleased  with  yourself  ? 

Lastly,  Lent  is  a  time  for  thinking  much  and  often 
of  our  Easter  communion,  and  as  little  as  may  be  of 
our  worldly  plans  and  projects.  Of  our  duties,  our 
real  duties,  of  course  we  must  think ;  but  it  is  well 
for  us  surely  to  endeavour  to  have  in  our  minds,  at 
this  holy  time,  as  little  of  this  present  world,  besides 
our  duties,  as  ever  we  can.  It  is  well  to  make  the 
most  of  everything  which  may  help  to  convince  us 
of  the  world's  uncertainty,  the  vanity  of  all  earthly 
hopes,  the  narrow,  hair's-breadth  space  between  us 
and  the  worst  of  evils.  For  these  considerations,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  may  help  us  greatly  in  clinging  to 
That  which  alone  can  keep  us  steady  in  this  perishing 
world ;  that  is,  the  Cross  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Christ  Jesus. 

My  brethren,  we  have  yet  seven  days  before  the 
Holy  Week  begins,  wherein  to  discipline  our  souls  in 
these  good  thoughts.     Much  may  be  done  in  those 
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seven  days,  if  we  will  pray  and  strive ;  but  we  mtist 
pray  and  strive.  And  there  is  one  day  of  the  seven, 
in  which  more  than  usual  may  be  done ;  in  which,  at 
any  rate,  we  shall  have  much  leisure  to  mind  our 
souls.  You  will  know  at  once  which  I  mean;  next 
Wednesday,  the  day  of  the  national  fast^.  I  trust  that 
here  and  every  where  that  day  will  be  observed  as 
Divine  Providence  no  doubt  intends.  I  beseech  you, 
when  we  wake  on  that  morning,  let  us  one  and  all  try 
to  withdraw  ourselves  from  the  cares  and  pleasures  of 
sense,  from  our  tastes  and  our  fancies,  and  let  us  set 
ourselves  seriously  to  consider,  how  much  we  owe  to 
that  mercy,  which  has  fed  us,  unthankful  as  we  are, 
all  our  lives  loug  unto  this  day.  He  is  now  teaching 
us,  by  the  sad  sufferings  of  our  brethren,  how  entirely 
and  utterly  we  depend  on  Him  for  our  bread.  One 
breath  of  His  displeasure  may  in  an  hour  blast  our 
crop  also ;  and  then  He  only  knows  how  near  home 
the  calamity  may  come  which  now  weighs  on  our  dis- 
tant brethren.  Let  us  try  to  awake  on  Wednesday 
morning  with  these  thoughts,  how  entirely  we  are  in 
His  hands,  how  justly  we  have  displeased  Him,  how 
lovingly  He  waits  to  be  mercifrd  to  us,  if  only  we 
will  repent  and  amend.  Let  us  encourage  these  good 
thoughts,  and  not  let  them  go.  Above  all  things, 
beware  of  turning  the  day  into  a  holiday.  You  can- 
not tell  how  far  such  conduct  may  go  towards  bring- 
ing the  sad  calamity  upon  us.  Scripture  speaks  very 
indignantly  of  those,  who  in  the  day  of  their  &st  find 
pleasure.  Encourage  the  good  thoughts  by  prayer, 
and  by  good  penitential  reading  if  you  can,  at  home ; 
and  by  devout  attendance  with  your  neighbours  at 
the  ordained  public  service.  Let  some  portion  at  least 

*  See  the  note  at  the  end. 

Nn2 


498  SERMON  XLII. 


of  the  day  be  spent  in  sitting  alone  and  keeping  silence; 
in  sorrowful  remembrance  of  past  sin,  especially  of 
wasteful  or  covetous  use  of  God's  'gifts ;  and  in  earn- 
est prayer  and  resolution  to  do  better  for  the  time 
to  come.  Then  look  on  to  next  week,  lift  up  your 
heart  to  your  only  hope,  the  Cross ;  and  if  you  have 
not  done  so  before,  begin  very  seriously  to  prepare 
yourself  for  receiving  your  Lord  on  Easter  Day.  If 
you  doubt,  or  want  help,  lose  no  time,  but  go  with 
a  trusting  heart  to  ask  counsel  of  those  whom  God 
has  set  over  you.  You  know  not  how  much  good 
may  be  granted  you,  on  your  trying  to  make  the  most 
of  that  one  day.  It  may  prove  in  a  manner  like 
a  whole  Lent  to  you,  gathered  into  a  few  hours. 
Bitter  of  course  it  will  prove  at  the  time ;  how  should 
penitence  be  other  than  bitter?  but  a  blessing  will 
go  along  with  it,  which  will  make  it  in  the  end  like 
honey  for  stveetness. 


HuRSLEr, 

March  21,  1847. 

Passion  Sunday. 


Note.  [**  The  year  1847  was  marked  by  great  distress  both  is 
England  and  Ireland.  The  potato-crop  again  failed:  there  was 
a  famine  in  Ireland ;  and  the  Parliament  Toted  seyeral  millioDB  to 
buy  food  for  the  starving  Irish." — History  of  England,  '^The 
Student's  Hume,"  p.  721.] 
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^^  And  Jesus  said  unto  them,  See  ye  not  all  these  things  ? 
verily  I  say  unto  you.  There  shall  not  be  left  here  one  stone 
upon  another f  that  shall  not  he  thrown  down" 

IT  is  very  remarkable  how  mucli  of  God's  Word 
is  taken  up  with  the  history  of  sacred  places ;  not 
of  persons,  but  of  places.  It  has  pleased  Him  always 
to  have  among  men  distinct  visible  dwellings,  one  or 
more  of  them.  And  His  changes  of  dwelling  are  set 
down  as  very  solemn  and  serious  things.  When  He 
took  possession  of  the  tabernacle,  which  Moses  had 
reared  according  to  His  command,  a  chud  covered  the 
tent  of  the  congregation^  and  the  ghry  of  the  Lord  filled 
the  tabernacle;  so  that  even  Moses  "himself"  was 
not  able  to  enter  in  there.  When  in  after  times  His 
ark,  the  special  token  of  His  presence,  was  rudely 
treated  and  moved  about,  whether  by  Philistines  or 
by  Israelites,  very  sore  and  heavy  judgments  came 
immediately  upon  the  offenders.  When  David  would 
bring  it  into  a  more  honourable  place,  it  was  a  time 
of  solemn  sacrifice  and  great  feasting,  of  chanting 
psalms,  and  processions  of  priests  and  people.  We 
heard  in  the  First  Lesson  this  morning,  how  very 
glorious  and  awful  it  was  when  the  temple  was  com- 
pleted, after  so  many  years  of  David's  preparation 
and  Solomon's  wise-hearted  work ;  when  the  ark  was 
brought  in,  and  the  priests  having  left  it  in  the 
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holiest  place,  found  that  even  the  outer  sanctuary 
was  filled  with  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  so  that  they 
could  not  stand  to  minister  by  reason  of  the  cloud. 
When  the  Chaldeans  came  and  burned  it,  it  was 
among  the  deep  lamentations  of  God's  prophets  at 
home  and  in  captivity,  and  there  was  an  entire  over- 
throw,  a  great  forsaking  in  the  midst  of  the  land. 
Again,  when  the  house  was  finished,  the  dedication 
was  kept  with  great  joy,  and  the  prophets  of  the 
restoration,  Zechariah  and  others,  made  haste  to  utter 
their  songs  of  praise.  But  the  most  remarkable  in- 
stance of  all,  that  which  most  strikingly  sets  forth 
the  care  which  God  takes  of  His  holy  places,  is  our 
Lord's  finally  bidding  the  temple  farewell ;  of  which 
I  shall  say  more  presently. 

All  this  taken  together  is  clear  and  ample  warrant 
of  God's  word  for  our  keeping  such  times  as  the  pre- 
sent, and  also  the  yearly  remembrance  of  them,  with 
more  than  usual  reverence  and  festival  thanksgiving. 
But  surely  we  are  also  taught  hereby  to  mingle  our 
gladness  with  very  deep  fear  and  trembling.  And 
as  we  had  this  morning  the  joyful  privilege  of  wait- 
ing on  our  God  and  Saviour  at  His  solemn  return,  to 
this  His  restored  Church,  so  now  it  may  do  us  much 
good  (still  keeping  up  the  same  thankful  joy  of  heart), 
if  we  look  on  to  the  end  of  His  abiding  here.  Con- 
aider  with  this  view  the  words  of  our  Lord  in  the 
text.  He  had  just  left  the  temple,  declaring  openly 
that  He  was  leaving  it  for  the  last  time;  Behold^ 
your  house  is  left  unto  you  desolate.  How  was  it  then 
left  desolate  ?  Surely  by  the  departure  of  Him,  whose 
habitation  it  had  always  been,  whose  presence  made 
it  what  it  was ;  without  whom  it  was  no  more  than 
a  heap  of  earth  and  wood.  It  was  not  yet  laid  waste  ; 


SERMON  XLTIT.  501 


to  the  eye  of  man  it  remained  as  it  had  been,  full 
of  solemn  beauty  aild  splendour,  for  nearly  a  whole 
generation  after  our  Lord  spoke  those  words ;  but  to 
the  eye  of  God  and  His  holy  angels  k  was  all  waste 
and  desolate,  because  He  was  not  there;  He  was 
gone,  never  more  to  return.  As  He  spake.  He  went 
out ;  and  His  disciples,  who  had  heard  what  He  said, 
come  to  Him,  no  doubt  in  sadness  and  perplexity, 
and  indirectly  remonstrate  with  him.  Master^  see  what 
manner  of  atones^  and  what  buildings  are  here ;  as  if 
they  should  say,  You  do  not  surely  mean,  that  so  fair 
and  noble  a  work  should  be  utterly  destroyed,  and 
one  so  precious  and  dear  to  us  all. 

But  He,  the  righteous  Almighty  Judge,  made 
answer  that  the  sentence  was  passed ;  He  confirmed 
it,  as  He  was  wont,  in  His  own  Name.  See  ye  not 
all  these  buildings  ?  look  round  them  well,  observe 
their  proportions  and  beauty,  and  as  you  look  make 
up  your  minds  to  what  I  have  next  to  tell  you. 
Verily^  I  say  unto  you^  There  shall  not  he  left  here 
one  stone  upon  another^  that  shall  not  he  thrown  down. 
That  visible  desolation  to  come  was  but  the  outward 
seal  and  symbol  of  the  miserable  inward  desolation 
which  had  already  taken  place.  The  Lord  was  gone ; 
it  was  now  no  more  His  temple,  and  shortly  it  was 
to  be  no  more  a  building  at  all. 

This  saying  then  of  our  Lord  is  the  most  awful 
sentence  of  judgment  on  a  place,  that  ever  was  passed 
since  the  world  began.  And  so  far  it  might  seem 
unsuitable  to  a  day  like  this,  when  we  are  joyfully 
acknowledging  the  special  favour  shewn  to  this  build- 
ing, by  His  coming  again  to  dwell  therein.  How  many 
things  might  have  happened,  especially  in  this  un- 
quiet state  of  the  world,  to  deprive  us  of  that  great 
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blessing;  and  yet  He  has  graciously  vouclisafed  to 
grant  it  unto  us ;  not,  we  are  quite  sure,  for  any  wor- 
thiness of  ours,  but  wholly  and  only  for  His  own  tender 
mercy's  sake.  «^It  is  a  good  and  comfortable  tokea 
from  Him,  yet  His  words  of  warning  are  very  suitable 
to  it;  even  as  to  Solomon,  when  he  had  builded 
a  settled  place  for  God  to  abide  in  for  ever,  while 
God  by  His  glorious  Presence  accepted  the  gift,  spe- 
cial warning  was  nevertheless  given.  If  ye  turn  from 
following  Me^  this  house^  which  I  have  hallowed  for  My 
Name^  will  I  cast  out  of  My  sight ;  and  at  this  house^ 
which  is  htghj  every  one  that  passeth  hy  it  shall  be 
astonished^  and  shall  hiss^  and  they  shall  say^  Why  hath 
the  Lord  done  thus  unto  this  land^  and  to  this  liouse  ? 
and  they  shall  answer j  Because  they  forsook  the  Lord 
their  God.  0  my  brethren,  how  sad  it  would  be, 
should  we  who  now  live,  or  those  who  come  after  us, 
be  led  away  by  any  of  the  false  and  dangerous  doc- 
trines which  lie  in  wait  for  us  on  every  side  I  How 
shocking,  if  while  we  go  on  worshipping  here,  we 
should  in  heart  and  in  life  forsake  the  Truth  of  God 
and  His  Church  1  Surely  we  might  well  dread  His 
judgments  coming  speedily,  both  upon  us  and  upoa 
the  place  itself  which  we  had  so  abused  and  defiled. 

But  over  and  above  all  warning  against  apostasy, 
the  words  of  our  Lord  are  meet  to  be  remembered  by 
us  as  containing  a  great  law  of  His  universal  pro  - 
videnoe,  a  sentence  passed  upon  all  earthly  works,  all 
houses  built  by  the  hand  of  man,  holy  or  profitae, 
clean  or  unclean.  Their  days  are  numbered ;  a  time 
will  be  here  before  long,  when  He  shall  not  leave  in 
them  one  stone  upon  another.  I%e  day  of  the  Lard 
so  Cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  nighty  wherein  the  heavens 
shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise^  and  the  eUments 
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shall  melt  with  fervent  heat :  the  earth  also^  and  all  the 
works  that  are  therein^  shall  be  burned  up.  The  Holy 
Ghost,  you  see,  especially  mentions  not  only  the  earth 
itself,  but  likewise  all  the  works  that  are  therein; 
as  if  it  were  good  for  us  to  consider  it  particularly, 
with  reference  to  our  own  works.  As  we  say  con- 
tinually of  the  life  of  man,  so  it  is  good  to  say  and 
think  sometimes  of  the  duration  of  the  works  of  man, 
be  they  ever  so  precious  in  our  eyes.  They  are  but 
for  a  short  time ;  if  they  do  not  fall  to  pieces  before, 
the  last  fire  will  speedily  be  here  to  consume  them ; 
for  aught  we  know,  it  is  already  lit. 

Now,  this  is  no  reason  at  all  why  Christians  should 
not  build  churches  as  solidly  and  as  handsomely  as 
ever  they  can,  even  as  they  rear  and  bring  up  children, 
though  they  all  know  that  their  children  must  soon 
die.  But  as  the  remembrance  of  his  children's  mor- 
tality is  never  absent  from  a  wise  and  good  parent's 
mind,  to  make  him  anxious  about  their  eternal  souls, 
leaving  to  God  the  care  of  their  perishable  bodies 
(for  which,  nevertheless,  he  knows  he  must  do  his 
best) ;  so  in  our  thoughts  of  churches  or  other  places 
which  for  any  reason  we  value  and  admire,  it  will  be 
well  for  us  ever  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  must  ere 
long  decay  and  perish,  all  but  the  good  which  God 
intends  should  be  done  through  them  to  the  souls  of 
His  people.  And  thus,  while  we  feel  that  we  ought 
to  do  our  best  for  them  in  respect  both  of  beauty 
and  of  endurance,  we  shall  be  kept  from  idolizing 
the  work  itself,  from  profanely  admiring  or  otherwise 
dwelling  on  it,  when  we  ought  to  be  serving  our  Gjd 
by  its  help. 

This  caution,  I  should  say,  is  needed  by  most  men 
in  respect  of  all  manner  of  the  works  of  their  hands, 
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whether  they  are  cheap  or  costly,  great  or  small.  If 
there  be  any  skill  in  them,  presently  there  is  danger 
of  the  workman  himself  taking  too  much  pride  in  his 
work.  If  it  be  but  a  cottage  neatly  builded,  or  a 
garden  well  laid  out,  it  is  possible  for  the  owner  and 
contriver  to  value  himself  as  much  upon  it,  as  Nebu- 
chadnezzar did  upon  great  Babylon,  and  it  may  be- 
come a  snare  in  the  hands  of  the  subtle  tempter  to 
draw  away  the  heart  from  its  Lord.  So,  no  doubt, 
may  the  beauty  and  ornaments  of  a  church;  people 
may  go  into  it,  and  instead  of  devout  thoughts,  may 
begin  saying  in  their  hearts,  "  What  manner  of  stones 
and  what  buildings  are  here!  what  bright  colours 
and  elegant  forms !  how  well,  or  how  ill,  such  and  such 
a  thing  is  managed."  Such  thoughts  come  into  men^s 
minds  before  they  are  aware,  and  occupy  them  too 
long,  instead  of  the  thoughts  proper  to  a  church ;  but 
I  will  tell  you  how  you  may  drive  them  away  at  once. 
Recollect  that  all  these  things  are  doomed — they  have 
their  day ;  the  best  they  can  expect  is  to  be  burned ; 
and  say  to  yourself,  "  What  if  that  moment  were  now 
come  ?  what  if  I  saw  through  these  windows  the  first 
glare  of  the  fire  of  judgment,  and  began  to  hear  the 
great  noise  of  heaven  and  earth  passing  away  ?  should 
I  any  longer  think  of  these  beautiful  shapes  and  oo- 
lours?  should  I  not  be  all  taken  up  with  penitence 
and  prayer?"  By  thus  using  yourself,  in  church  and 
out  of  church,  to  recollect  whatever  seems  beautiful 
must  perish,  you  will  be  on  your  guard  not  to  dwell 
merely  on  its  outward  beauty  and  grace ;  you  will  be 
free  to  go  on  and  make  that  use  of  it  which  our  boun- 
tiful God  intended ;  you  will  be  able  to  help  yourself 
by  it  in  thinking  more  worthily  of  the  great  things 
^ut  of  sight. 
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For  example,  when  one  looks  at  the  outside  of 
a  ohurch  that  one  loves,  if  the  thought  cross  one's 
mind,  what  a  pity  that  it  should  so  soon  decay  and 
come  to  end,  I  should  say  it  was  well  to  go  on  and 
think  again,  This  spire  will  not  be  lost,  it  will  not 
quite  have  perished  as  though  it  had  never  been,  if 
I  or  any  other  Christian  is  helped  by  it  to  recollect 
that  heaven,  towards  which  it  is  always  pointing ;  Th  e 
sound  of  these  bells  will  soon  pass  away  for  ever,  the 
last  peal  will  be  rung  on  them,  and  the  bells  them- 
selves will  be  molten  and  come  to  an  end ;  yet  neither 
will  they  have  been  lost,  if  we  attended  to  them  while 
we  could  hear  them,  so  as  to  be  put  in  mind  by  them 
of  the  shortness  of  time,  the  nearness  of  death,  the 
merciful  invitations  of  our  God,  the  duty  of  praying 
for  our  brethren.  Again,  let  a  man  go  into  the  ohurch 
with  the  thought.  All  this  will  soon  pass  away,  and  we 
shall  be  judged  for  the  use  we  have  made  of  it ;  and 
then  the  beauty  and  majesty  of  the  place  will  be 
nothing  but  a  help  to  him,  no  hindrance  at  all.  If 
it  seem  dark  in  comparison  of  the  outward  air,  he  will 
think.  Now  I  am  in  the  Presence  of  the  God  who 
hideth  Himself.  If  all  seem  fair  and  well  ordered, 
How  unfit  am  I  to  eonft  here  in  my  heart's  unclean- 
ness  ?  I  will  make  haste  and  confess  my  sin  heartily* 
The  sight  of  the  priest  by  the  chancel  door  will  re- 
mind him  of  Jesus  Christ,  whose  absolution  and  for- 
giveness  he  comes  to  seek ;  when  he  sees  all  provided 
for  humble  and  orderly  kneeling,  how  can  he  help 
learning  something  about  lowly,  devout,  united  prayer. 
As  to  the  psalms  and  other  solemn  music ;  remember 
the  end,  and  it  will  lift  up  your  heart  in  earnest; 
neglect  the  end,  and  it  will  be  but  a  pleasant  sound. 
But  why  need  I  mention  so  many  particulars;  re^ 
member  the  end,  remember  judgment,  and  with  that 


500  SERMON  XLIII. 


remembrance  use  your  church  according  as  your 
Prayer-book  directs,  and  I  dare  promise  you  it  will 
save  your  soul.  Sometimes  reflect  with  yourself, 
After  a  short  time  these  sights  and  sounds,  this  build- 
ing and  these  worshippers,  these  prayers,  psalms, 
lessons  and  sacraments,  will  be  nothing  more  to  me, 
as  to  seeing  and  hearing;  I  shall  be  parted  from 
them  and  they  from  me.  Where  shall  I  be  then  ?  in 
Abraham's  bosom,  or  tormented  in  flames?  Again, 
after  no  long  time  more,  these  things  will  be  nothing 
more  to  any  one ;  the  sights  and  the  sounds  will  all 
cease,  and  not  one  stone  of  the  building  will  be  left 
upon  another ;  but  the  worshippers,  they  will  still  be 
in  being,  and  will  be  once  more  gathered  together,  as 
now,  in  one  congregation.  For  a  short  time  they  will 
be  gathered,  but  there  will  soon  be  a  fearful  parting ; 
and  on  which  side  shall  I  be  ? 

If,  whenever  you  come  to  church,  you  endeavour 
to  come  thus,  in  serious  thought  of  your  last  end, 
I  confess  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  come  too  often ; 
provided,  of  course,  other  duties  be  not  left.  Coming 
thus  seriously,  I  should  think,  would  help  you  as 
much  on  week-days  as  on  Sundays ;  and  might  it  not 
also  sometimes  help  you,  if  when  you  had  any  little 
leisure,  you  should  come  into  the  church  even  out  of 
service  time,  and  exercise  yourself  quietly  in  your 
Saviour's  Presence,  for  a  few  minutes,  in  serious  re- 
flection and  prayer?  We  hope  to  be  able  to  leave 
the  church  open  for  certain  hours  daily,  to  give  per- 
sons an  opportunity  of  saying  their  prayers  there  if 
they  will.  It  may  be  an  advantage  to  some,  whose 
homes  are  crowded  and  busy,  to  have  such  a  place  of 
Bhelter,  where  they  may  perform  their  devotions  un- 
disturbed. Sometimes,  again,  a  person  might  wish  to 
oome  in  a  little  before  servioe  time,  or  stay  in  oharoh 
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a  little  after.    The  church  will  be  kept  open  accord- 
ingly. 

But  whether  alone  or  with  the  congregation; 
whether  on  Sundays  or  on  week-days;  whether  in 
or  out  of  church ;  these  exercises  will  do  us  good,  if 
we  remember  the  end,  and  not  else.  The  profit  of 
the  very  building  itself  depends  on  our  remembering 
that  in  a  short  time  not  one  stone  will  be  left  upon 
another.  This  remembrance  will  lead  us  straight  to 
Him  whose  Presence  alone  causes  this  to  be  a  church. 
He  has  graciously  come  this  day  to  be  with  us  in  our 
building.  Be  it  our  care  so  to  behave  that  we  drive 
Him  not  away,  nor  force  Him  to  leave  us  and  our 
building  desolate.  So  even  that  dreadful  word,  which 
warns  us  of  the  ruin  of  all  these  things,  will  be 
a  word  of  comfort  to  us.  For  as  it  assures  us,  that 
one  stone  here  shall  not  be  left  upon  another,  so  it 
tells  us  of  a  heavenly  temple,  of  living  stones,  which 
shall  last  for  ever;  into  which  temple  we  are  all  of 
us  even  now  builded,  and  by  the  grace  of  His  Spirit, 
may  if  we  will  secure  our  place  in  it.  And  as  in  this 
outward  and  visible  house  the  meanest  material  has 
its  part,  as  the  most  ordinary  sand  or  clay,  by  proper 
mixing  and  colouring  and  dressing,  is  fashioned  into 
the  most  beautiful  and  durable  forms,  the  very  glory 
of  the  building;  so  very  vile  and  wicked  sinners,  if 
truly  penitent,  humble  and  persevering,  may  prove 
in  the  end  real  saints,  jewels  in  the  crown  of  our  Be- 
deemer,  precious  stones  in  that  wall,  wherein  no  one 
stone  shall  ever  be  displaced  from  another;  for  they 
shall  all  be  made  perfect  in  one,  Jesus  Christ. 

Httbslet, 
Oct.  24,  1848. 

First  in  New  Church, 
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2  COR.  iii.  17. 
"  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty" 

UAD  we  been  in  the  palace  of  the  high-priest  the 
night  before  our  Saviour  suJSered,  we  should  have 
seen  standing  by  the  fire  a  person  in  great  anxiety 
and  trouble  of  mind,  betraying  himself  by  his  voice 
and  manner  to  be  one  of  our  Lord's  disciples,  yet 
when  something  was  said  to  him  by  no  other  than 
a  poor  maid-servant  which  shewed  that  he  was  taken 
to  belong  to  Christ,  it  exceedingly  put  him  out,  and 
he  had  no  more  courage  than  to  say,  over  and  over 
again,  with  oaths  and  curses,  that  he  did  not  know 
the  Man.  Such  was  his  fear  and  dread,  on  seeing 
our  Lord  in  chains,  and  the  high-priest  and  his 
attendants  using  Him  so  ill,  that  he  durst  not  at  all 
own  himself  to  belong  to  Christ ;  in  mere  cowardice 
he  denied  Him,  whom  with  all  his  heart  he  had  re- 
peatedly confessed  to  be  the  Son  of  the  living  God, 
and  the  only  One  to  whom  men  might  go  for  eternal 
life.  This  you  would  have  seen,  had  you  been  in  the 
high-priest's  palace  at  Jerusalem  the  Thursday  night 
before  the  first  Easter  Day. 

From  Thursday  before  Easter  to  Whit  Sunday  is 
a  very  little  more  than  fifty  days,  and  very  soon  after 
Whit  Sunday,  had  you  been  a  second  time  in  the 
bamo  place,  the  palace  of  the  same  high-priest  Caia- 
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phas,  you  would  have  seen  the  same  person,  St.  Peter, 
again ;  but  how  different  in  his  behaviour  I    Now,  it 
is  not  a  weak  maid-servant  asking  him  a  chance  ques- 
tion, but  the  high-priest  himself,  who  had  the  chief 
power  in  the  city,  and  who  had  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing his  Master  to  that  cruel  death ;  he,  Caiaphas,  asks 
St.  Peter,  by  what  power  or  name  he  was  doing  what 
he  did;  and  instead  of  shrinking  back  or  denying 
anything,  St.  Peter  tells  him  boldly,  It  was  in   the 
Name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  the  stone  which 
was  set  at  nought  of  you  builders,  but  which  is  now 
made  the  Head  of  the  Comer;  and  that  in  no  other 
name  is  salvation  at  all  to  be  had ;  and  being  threat- 
ened, he  says  he  must  go  on  speaking  what  he  had 
seen  and  heard  of  Christ.     In  short,  he  who  had  been 
a  trembler  and  a  coward  is  changed  into  the  most 
courageous  of  men.     Now,  what  hath  happened,  to 
cause  so  great  a  difference  ?    The  Spirit  of  the  Lord, 
the  Holy  Ghost,  hath  come  down,  and  is  entered  into 
St.  Peter^s  heart  to  dwell  there ;  and  now  instead  of 
the  fear  of  man,  there  is  nothing  in  him  but  "  bold- 
ness and  fervent  zeal,  constantly  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel" unto  all  whom  his  Master  should  send  him  to. 
Now  he  takes  no  thought  how  or  what  he  shall  an* 
swer,  or  what  he  shall  say ;  for  he  knows  that  it  is 
not  he  that  speaks,  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son  that  speaketh  in  him ;  and  now  he  is  indeed 
ready  to  follow  his  Lord  both  to  prison  and  to  death. 
So  great  a  difference  did  the  coming  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  make;  and  not  in  St. Peter  only,  but  in  all 
to  whom  He  gave  Himself  in  the  same  way ;  coming 
to  abide,  not  only  with  them,  but  in  them.  St.  Peter's 
was  only  one  case  out  of  those  many  millions,  upon 
'whom,  since  that  first  Whit  Sunday,  the  Holy  Com-> 
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forter  has  descended,  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn 
them  from  darkness  to  light^  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  God ;  in  a  word,  to  make  them  Christians. 
For  as  St.  Paul  tells  us  in  the  text,  Where  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  is^  there  is  liberty.  When  the  Holy  Ghost 
comes  as  Christ  promised  to  guide  men  into  all  tiiith, 
He  brings  with  Him  also  all  grace  needful  to  salva- 
tion.  He  not  only  brings  us  out  of  darkness  and  the 
shadow  of  death,  but  He  also  breaks  our  bonds  in 
sunder.  Little  good  would  it  do  •  a  man  imprisoned 
in  a  dark  cave  of  the  earth,  if  some  one  were  merely 
to  let  the  light  in  upon  him,  without  at  all  relieving 
him  of  his  galling  and  wearisome  fetters,  only  to 
shew  him  what  loathsome  things  were  around  him, 
and  how  utterly  helpless  he  was ;  and  something  like 
this  would  be  the  condition  of  us  sinners,  if  the  Holy 
Ghost  had  only  given  us  a  right  understanding,  with- 
out enabling  us  to  will  and  to  do  what  is  right.  But 
now  we  know  that  where  He  is,  there  is  liberty.  The 
snare  is  broken^  and  we  are  delivered;  the  chains  are 
fallen  off  from  our  hands.  What  is  the  snare,  and 
what  are  the  chains  ?  our  natural  sinfulness  and  our 
bad  habits.  Our  natural  sinfulness  is  a  snare  of  the 
devil,  in  which  we  are  entangled  from  the  birth ;  our 
bad  habits  are  as  so  many  fresh  links  of  a  fatal  chain, 
with  which  we  are  continually  more  and  more  bur- 
dening ourselves.  But  when  the  Son  makes  us  free, 
then  are  we  free  indeed.  When  Christ  by  His  Holy 
Spirit  entereth  into  us  and  maketh  us  members  of 
Himself,  then  are  we  so  far  partakers  of  His  heavenly 
freedom ;  who,  although  He  be  a  true  child  of  Adam, 
never  had  on  Him,  in  body  or  mind,  the  least  touch 
of  sin's  galling  and  polluting  yoke ;  of  His  liberty  we 
are  so  far  partakers,  that  we  may  if  we  will  not  only 
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resist  our  sins,  but  effectually  overcome  them,  even 
the  most  troublesome  and  deeply-rooted  of  them  all. 

We  have  seen  how  it  was  with  one  of  the  great 
saints,  how  St.  Peter,  once  made  partaker  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  was  released  at  once  from  the  chain  of  his 
earthly  fears ;  and  if  we  go  on  a  very  little  further 
in  the  history  of  the  Church,  we  shall  see  how  an- 
other, Saul  of  Tarsus,  was  in  like  manner  released  in 
a  short  time,  by  the  same  Spirit  entering  into  him  at 
baptism,  from  the  evil  spirit  of  blindness  and  hatred 
of  the  truth.  Before  he  was  a  hlasphe^ner  and  a  per- 
secutor and  iryuriotis;  now  he  hath  determined  to 
know  nothing  at  all  save  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  cruci- 
fied.  The  Holy  Spirit  hath  broken  his  chain  also, 
and  changed  him  from  an  enemy  into  a  chief 
Apostle. 

The  chain  and  bond  of  proud  unbelief,  by  which 
before  he  was  dragged  captive,  is  now  loosed,  and 
hath  fallen  away  from  his  soul,  as  the  chain  of  earthly 
fear  from  the  soul  of  St.  Peter.  And  so  it  has  been 
in  all  ages.  From  time  to  time  wonderful  conver- 
sions have  happened ;  the  light  of  God's  truth  hath 
sometimes  darted  suddenly,  sometimes  by  slow  de- 
grees it  hath  dawned  upon  men's  souls,  and  along 
with  it  has  come  the  power  of  the  sanctifying  Spirit, 
first  given  in  holy  Baptism,  then  renewed  and  re- 
freshed by  other  means  of  grace,  most  especially  by 
penitence  and  holy  Communion,  so  from  one  sinner 
after  another  the  chains  of  besetting  sins  have  fallen 
off,  and  they  have  been  free  to  serve  God,  and  in  the 
end  to  become  real  saints.  Wherever  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is,  there,  all  along,  has  been  liberty. 

Now,  my  brethren,  which  of  us  all  is  there,  who 
would  not  desire  to  know  whether  he  himself  has  or 
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has  not  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ?  seeing  that  it  is  ex- 
pressly written,  If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christy  he  is  none  of  His ;  and  again,  The  Spirit  itself 
heareth  witness  with  our  spirit^  that  we  are  the  children 
of  God.  Who  would  not  wish  to  be  assured  of  so 
great  a  privilege  ?  who  would  not  exceedingly  fear 
to  be  deceived  in  reckoning  upon  it  ?  to  say  to  him- 
self, Peace,  and  there  is  no  peace  ?  Well  then,  here 
is  the  {)lain  and  sufficient  token,  appointed  for  us  by 
the  Holy  Ghost  Himself,  whereby  we  may  judge  how 
far  we  have  the  Holy  Ghost.  Are  we  free  ?  have  we 
indeed  that  liberty  which  is  where  the  Holy  Ghost 
abides  ?  have  we  true  Christian  liberty  ?  Have  we 
got  rid  of  our  sins,  and  are  we  free  to  serve  Christ, 
in  the  same  kind  of  way  as  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul 
and  the  other  saints  of  old  time  ?  I  do  not  say  in 
the  same  perfection,  but  in  the  same  kind  of  way. 
Has  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  we  have  received,  untied 
the  chains  of  our  sins,  as  He  untied  the  chain  of 
St.  Peter^s  earthly  fear,  and  of  St.  PauPs  stubborn 
unbelief. 

There  was  a  time  when  each  of  us  had  this  liberty. 
When  God  of  His  free  mercy,  pre-ordained  long  ago, 
called  us  first  in  our  childhood  to  be  Christians,  He 
so  gave  us  His  holy  regenerating  Spirit,  that  when 
we  came  to  know  right  from  wrong,  we  might  be  free 
to  choose  the  good  and  refuse  the  evil,  we  need  not 
be  under  the  yoke  of  any  sin.  In  us  naturally,  that 
is  in  our  flesh,  such  as  it  would  be  had  we  never  been 
baptized,  dwelleth  no  good  thing.  It  may  come  and 
go,  but  it  does  not  dwell  and  abide.  We  have  a  sort 
of  will,  a  preference  of  what  is  better;  but  how  to 
perform  what  is  good  we  find  not.  By  fits  and  starts, 
or  in  some  small  and  scanty  measure,  we  may  by 
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nature  sometimes  do  the  things  contained  in  the  law, 
but  we  cannot  so  attain  to  real  and  regular  goodness. 
That  is  our  natural,  our  heathen,  unbaptized  condi- 
tion, and  you  see  at  once  that  it  is  a  slave's  condition. 
Such  an  one  is  plainly  in  this  way,  that  the  good 
which  he  would  he  doeth  not,  and  the  evil  which  he 
would  not  that  he  doeth.  This  was  our  natural  con- 
dition ;  but  when  we  were  made  members  of  Christ, 
that  is,  as  the  Catechism  teaches,  when  we  were  bap- 
tized, the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Jesus  Chi-ist 
made  us  free  from  that  law  of  sin  and  death.  The 
Holy  Spirit  then  entered  into  us,  so  that  we  were 
able,  if  we  had  been  willing,  to  walk  righteously,  and 
please  God.  This  is  the  New  Birth,  and  the  New 
Creature,  the  great  deliverance  so  often  spoken  of  in 
Scripture.  This  is  the  ghrioua  liberty  of  the  children 
of  God ;  in  virtue  whereof  it  was  promised  for  us  at 
our  baptism,  that  we  should  renounce  all  that  He  hates, 
believe  all  that  He  teaches,  do  all  that  He  commands. 
There  was  no  presumption  in  making  that  promise, 
because  at  that  very  same  time  the  Almighty  Spirit 
was  given  us,  to  enable  us  to  keep  it. 

We  do  not  indeed  always  like  to  be  told  of  this 
great  privilege,  the  unspeakable  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  given  us  at  our  baptism ;  because  along  with 
the  thought  of  it  comes,  alas  I  the  sad  thought,  how 
very  unworthily  and  unthankfuUy  we  have  used  it ; 
the  best  of  us,  we  may.  well  believe,  having  sadly 
trifled  with  it ;  the  more  part,  we  must  sorrowfully 
acknowledge,  having  gone  near  to  forfeit  it  entirely 
by  wilful,  indulged,  deliberate  sin.  We  do  not  always 
like  to  be  told  of  our  baptismal  privileges,  even  as  it 
might  grieve  Adam  to  be  reminded  of  Paradise ;  and 
yet,  can  we  seriously  deny  that  God  had  set  us  free  ? 
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can  we  in  earnest  pretend,  that  we  had  it  not  in  our 
power  to  attend  to  what  was  told  us  for  our  good  ?  can 
we  say  that  we  could  not  have  taken  care  of  our  souls, 
if  we  had  pleased,  from  our  youth  up  ?  Unthinking 
people  may  say  so  now,  but  by-and-by,  when  trouble 
and  decay  come  on  (unless  they  are  thoroughly  hard* 
ened,  and  past  all  hope),  they  will  give  a  di£Eerent 
account.  Now,  if  we  speak  to  them,  they  may  just 
look  wonderingly  at  us,  as  though  it  were  a  thing 
impossible  for  them  to  do  God's  will;  but  before 
night,  who  knows  but  they  may  be  struck  down  with 
some  sharp  and  dangerous  disease,  or  some  one  whom 
their  hearts  most  cling  to  may  be  taken  away  from 
them  ?  and  then  they  will  hear  what  we  have  to  say, 
then  they  will  acknowledge  that  their  sin  and  irre- 
ligion  was  no  incurable  evil  which  they  could  not 
help,  but  that  it  was  their  fault,  their  own  faulty  their 
own  most  grievous  fault.  I  pray  God  we  may  all 
have  grace  to  own  this  from  our  hearts  one  day,  if  we 
do  not  own  it  now ;  but  whether  men  own  it  or  not, 
it  is  most  certainly  true. 

We  were  then  at  one  time  free;  we  might  have 
done  right;  yet  too  certainly  men  often  feel  as  if 
they  had  lost  the  power  of  doing  right.  They  have 
sinned  till  their  sin  has  become  a  habit  and  practice ; 
it  clings  about  their  very  limbs,  like  a  chain  which 
they  cannot  shake  off;  and  though  they  are  sometimes 
afraid  and  ashamed  to  think  of  it,  and  wish  to  break 
it  off,  and  say  to  themselves,  they  really  will  do 
better  next  time;  yet  when  the  next  time  comes, 
they  feel  as  if  they  could  not  do  better;  they  yield 
to  the  temptation,  they  repeat  the  sin,  and  so  rivet 
their  chain  the  more  firmly.  And  thus,  0  sad  and 
shameful  thought^  Christian  men  and  women  sink  by 
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degrees  into  the  state  from  which  they  had  been  re- 
deemed, and  as  they  were  born  in  bondage  to  the 
Evil  One,  so  they  die,  notwithstanding  all  that  has 
been  done  for  them ;  only  their  second  slavery  is  as 
much  worse  than  their  first,  as  it  is  more  wilful,  more 
their  own  choice.  What  if  it  should  be  so  with  us, 
or  with  any  whom  we  love,  or  for  whom  we  shall  have 
to  answer  ?  0  if  you  have  not  thought  of  it  before, 
think  seriously  of  it  now;  now  on  this  great  day, 
which  especially  belongs  to  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God ; 
think  what  a  dreadful  thing  it  must  be  to  grieve 
that  good  Spirit,  and  quench  the  last  spark  of  our 
hope. 

It  may  be  that  along  with  such  misgivings  as  these, 
when  they  come  strong  over  your  soul,  something 
may  whisper  you  that  it  is  all  too  late ;  others  may 
repent,  but  you  may  as  well  give  it  up.  Do  not  listen 
for  a  moment  to  any  such  thought,  it  can  only  come 
of  one  author,  the  devil.  Put  it  away  from  you,  with 
the  blessed  remembrance  of  your  baptism.  Say  to 
the  enemy,  God  is  my  Father,  He  made  Himself  so 
at  the  gracious  hour  of  my  new  birth;  He  is  my 
Father,  for  all  my  sins,  and  He  will  receive  me  as 
He  did  that  prodigal  son,  if  only  I  arise  and  go  to 
Him.  And  if  you  doubt  whether  you  can  arise  and 
go  to  Him,  you  may  settle  that  doubt  yourself,  by  just 
trying  in  earnest.  Try  and  pray  in  earnest,  and  see 
if  He  will  not  receive  you.  We  are  sure  that  He 
will,  for  His  own  word  is,  him  that  cameth  unto  Me^ 
I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  it  is  a  part  of  that  blessed  hope 
which  the  holy  Comforter  sealed  to  us  by  His  gloii- 
ons  appearing  on  this  great  day,  that  how  grievously 
soever  a  Christian  may  have  sinned,  though  his  sins 
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are  undoubtedly  far  worse  and  more  inexcusable  for 
his  being  a  Christian,  yet  he  may  be  sure  that  he  has 
liberty,  he  is  free  to  turn  and  repent,  if  only  he  will 
do  so  in  earnest.  It  may  be  very  hard,  very  painful 
to  him,  to  do  so;  the  chances  might  seem  to  our 
eyes  very  much  against  him,  still  it  may  be  done,  if 
he  will ;  for  as  long  as  he  is  a  Christian,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  is  with  him,  and  that  Spirit  is  Almighty. 
Therefore  if  our  past  sins  trouble  us,  as  God  knows 
they  well  may  trouble  the  more  part  of  us  very  ex- 
ceedingly, let  us  in  no  wise  give  ourselves  up  as 
though  we  were  still  in  our  natural  slavery,  but  let 
us  assert  our  Christian  liberty.  We  may  do  it  in 
some  such  way  as  this,  with  humble  and  earnest 
prayer.  We  may  form  a  strong  purpose  of  heart, 
that  for  some  fixed  space  of  time  at  least,  for  a  month, 
a  week,  or  at  least  for  a  day,  we  will  keep  from  the 
sin  which  is  most  apt  to  prevail  against  us,  or  prac- 
tise the  duty  in  which  we  are  most  apt,  to  fail.  When 
that  time  is  up,  we  may  renew  our  good  resolution, 
watching  ourselves  all  the  way  along,  and  trusting 
only  to  His  merciful  guiding.  If  you  go  on  thus 
resolving  and  praying,  you  will  not  commonly  fail. 
Your  falls  will  come  seldomer,  and  you  will  more 
easily  arise.  You  will  on  the  whole  be  in  an  im- 
proving way;  you  may  not  quite  know  it  yourself, 
but  God  will  know  it.  Every  day  you  will  know 
more  and  more  how  great  your  guilt  has  been ;  but 
you  will  also  know  better  and  better  how  infinitely 
loving  your  God  is.  Therefore  you  will  not  for  a 
moment  give  up,  but  serving  God  dutifully  every 
day,  you  will  prove  to  men  and  angels  that  you  are 
free  to  serve  Him.  His  good  Spirit  given  in  bap- 
tism, grieved  as  It  may  have  been,  will  return  and 
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abide  in  you,  and  keep  you  free  even  to  the  end. 
Cleave  to  Him  with  purpose  of  heart,  and  He  will 
work  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do.  Grieve  Him  no 
more,  and  He  will  be  your  Comforter  at  the  day  of 
judgment. 

Htthsley, 
May  27,  1849. 

Wliit  Swuiai/. 


SEEMON  XLV, 


ZEPHANIAH  ii.  3. 


Seek  righteousness y  seek  meekness :  it  may  be  ye  shall  be 
hid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger** 


lyHEN  a  great  storm  is  sweeping  over  the  country, 
every  man  of  course  seeks  shelter.  If  he  is  out 
of  doors,  he  wishes  and  endeavours  to  get  within 
doors ;  or  if  he  cannot  do  that,  he  gets  under  a  tree, 
or  behind  a  wall,  or  a  rick,  or  some  such  place,  which 
may  keep  him  a  little  from  the  weather ;  at  least,  he 
provides  himself  with  such  clothing  as  he  best  may  to 
guard  himself,  and  wraps  himself  up  in  it  as  effec- 
tually as  he  can.  If  he  would  not  believe  those  who 
told  him  beforehand,  that  bad  weather  was  coming,  yet 
when  he  sees,  and  much  more  if  he  feels  it,  it  moves 
him.  The  servants  of  Pharaoh,  some  of  them,  would 
not  believe  or  fear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  when  Moses 
threatened  them  with  lightning  and  hail,  and  the  fire 
running  along  upon  the  ground ;  and  the  consequence 
was,  of  course,  that  they  were  overtaken  and  destroy- 
ed, and  had  no  one  to  thank  for  it  but  themselves. 

Now,  here  is  this  fearful  disease,  which  has  swept 
like  a  storm  over  many  parts  of  Christendom,  many 
parts  of  our  own  country ;  or  rather,  I  should  say,  by 
God^s  mercy,  it  is  not  here  yet,  but  it  may  come  upon 
us  any  day,  and  to  any  degree  of  violence ;  for  so  it 
has  attacked  many  places,  and  though,  by  His  loving 
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kindness,  it  is  greatly  abated,  still  we  hear  of  its 
coming  suddenly  upon  this  or  that  country  place,  and 
striking  down  people  by  tens  and  twenties  without  any 
special  notice  at  all.  So  that  if  men  will  not  dis- 
cern God's  hand  herein  stretched  out  over  them,  His 
special  providence  ordering  all  their  concerns,  I  know 
not  what  can  be  done  to  make  them  attend  to  it.  I 
say,  this  frightful  visitation  is  or  has  been  all  around 
us; — within  a  few  miles  to  the  east,  the  south,  and 
the  west ; — and  what  if  as  yet  we  have  been  preserved 
from  it,  was  it  our  own  goodness,  think  you,  our  own 
wisdcm,  skill  and  care,  which  has  hindered  it  from 
touching  us  ?  Alas,  we  had  no  more  power  to  keep  it 
away  than  we  have  to  order  any  stormy  cloud  in  the 
sky  not  to  come  down  upon  our  fields,  but  to  make 
a  circuit,  and  spare  our  crops,  while  it  deluges  those  of 
others.  It  is  the  arm  of  God,  depend  on  it — that  arm 
without  which  not  a  sparrow  falls  to  the  ground,  or  is 
sustained  in  the  air — the  arm  of  God  it  is,  and  that 
only,  which  has  guided  the  cholera  hitherto  away  fh)m 
this  parish,  while  so  many  other  parishes  have  been 
visited  by  it.  He  has  preserved  the  people  of  Hursley, 
their  wives,  their  old  people,  and  their  little  children ; 
while  the  people  of  London,  of  Devonport,  and  of 
Leeds,  have  been  struck  down  by  hundreds  and  by 
thousands.  And  we  are  met  here,  partly,  to  thank 
Him  for  it ;  God  grant  we  may  do  so  with  a  true 
heart ;  for  surely  if  we  will  not  earnestly  thank  Him, 
it  is  the  very  way  to  provoke  Him  to  let  the  scourge 
loose  upon  us. 

But  we  are  not  met  only  to  thank  Him ;  the  day 
has  been  appointed,  as  you  know,  chiefly  to  be  a 
day  of  humiliation ;  for  the  clouds  are  still  hovering 
around  us,  the  disease,  though  greatly  abated,  is  8tiU 
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travelling  about  the  country ;  and  if  we  are  wise,  we 
shall  try  to  be  like  those  of  Pharaoh's  people,  who 
feared  the  Lord,  and  made  their  servants  and  cattle 
flee  into  their  houses,  and  not  like  those  who  disre- 
garded the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  left  their  servants 
and  cattle  in  the  field ;  we  shall  look  around,  and  see 
which  way  we  had  best  fly  for  shelter,  in  case  the 
storm  should  come  nigh  us.  Now  the  prayers  and 
services  of  this  day  are  intended  to  help  us  in  finding 
the  only  safe  shelter,  that  is,  the  favour  and  protection 
of  God  Almighty,  the  Lord  of  life  and  death,  of  health 
and  sickness.  For  of  those  who  set  their  love  upon 
Him,  it  is  written.  He  shall  give  His  angels  charge  over 
thee^  to  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways :  they  shall  bear  thee 
in  their  hands,  that  thou  hurt  not  thy  foot  against 
a  stone :  thou  shall  not  he  afraid  for  any  terror  hy 
night,  nor  for  the  arrow  that  flieth  hy  day ;  for  the 
pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness,  nor  for  the  sickness 
that  destroyeth  in  the  noon-day.  A  thousand  shall  fall 
beside  thee,  and  ten  thousand  at  thy  right  hand,  hut  it 
shall  not  come  nigh  thee.  Not  that  all  sincere  Chris- 
tians are  secure  against  such  awful  visitations;  but 
that  when  they  do  happen,  they  are  not  really  hurt 
by  them;  it  does  not  come  near  their  souls,  their 
proper  selves. 

For  that,  after  all,  is  the  great  thing,  dearly  be- 
loved, the  only  thing  worth  seriously  caring  for.  We 
want,  if  so  it  may  be,  to  be  hid  in  the  day  of  God's 
anger,  His  final  anger,  when  He  shall  come  to  strike 
down  all  the  wicked;  and  this  is  the  way  in  which 
I  would  wish  you  to  consider  what  you  may  read  or 
hear  about  the  symptoms  of  this  sad  disease,  and 
generally  about  violent  pains  and  miseries,  whether 
of  body  or  mind ;  I  should  like  you  to  regard  them 
all  as  so  many  tokens  or  warnings  from  the  God  of 


522  SERMON   XLV. 


Judgment,  of  the  pains  which  will  come  upon  sin — 
the  pains  of  hell.  Think  of  the  worst  that  ever  you 
have  been  told  concerning  the  effects  of  cholera,  it 
seems  as  if  one  could  hardly  bear  it  for  a  moment ; 
imagine  it  then  continued  without  relief  for  a  month, 
a  year,  ten  years,  a  hundred,  a  thousand,  ten  thou- 
sand ;  and  then  try  and  bring  it  home  to  your  minds, 
that  the  same  pains,  and  worse,  are  prepared  in  hell 
for  the  impenitent,  yea,  for  their  very  bodies;  and 
will  undoubtedly  seize  us,  even  us  who  are  listening 
here,  if  we  die  in  deadly  sin,  and  out  of  God's  favour. 
There  is  no  doubt  of  it  at  all ;  God's  holy  and  gracious 
Word  itself  teaches  us  so  to  think  of  this  matter.  The 
Lord  Himself  asks  by  His  prophet.  Who  can  dwell  with 
the  devouring  fire  ?  who  can  dwell  with  everlasting  hum- 
ings  ?  And  now  He  seems  to  ask  by  His  providence, 
bringing  so  near  to  us  the  pangs  of  this  fearful  disease, 
Which  of  you  could  bear  the  like  to  all  eternity  ? 
And  why  then  do  you  not  make  haste  to  insure  your- 
selves against  it  ?  Why  do  you  stand  doubting,  and 
not  take  your  place  in  the  shadow  of  Christ's  Cross, 
the  only  place  where  you  can  be  hid  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord's  anger  ? 

And  there  is  another  thing  which  He  also  brings 
nearer  than  usual  to  us  by  this  visitation,  and  that  is 
the  power  of  the  same  Cross  to  fill  men's  souls  with 
heavenly  charity,  so  that  they  shall  think  nothing  too 
dear  to  give  up  for  the  sake  of  waiting  on  those  whom 
Jesus  Christ  has  bought  with  His  blood.  For  so  it  is, 
that  in  several  of  the  places  where  this  disease  has 
been  most  fatal,  God  has  raised  up  men  and  women, 
who,  for  the  mere  love  of  Him,  have  left  their  oom- 
forts  and  enjoyments,  to  which  they  had  been  used  all 
their  lives,  in  order  to  wait  on  those  who  were  struok 
down  by  it ;  I  know  myself  of  cases,  in  which  tender 
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and  delicate  women  have  done  all  the  duties  of  nurses 
in  the  worst  cases  of  cholera,  to  the  sick,  the  dying, 
and  the  dead,  when  the  patients'  own  friends  had 
forsaken  them  ;  mothers  in  their  wild  alarm  have  left 
their  children  for  fear  of  the  disease ;  but  these  faith- 
ful servants  of  Christ  have  taken  the  mother's  place ; 
and  this  is  only  one  out  of  many  good  and  holy  works 
of  charity,  to  which,  even  in  this  very  land,  and  not 
so  very  many  miles  from  us,  our  brethren  and  sisters 
have  been  called  by  occasion  of  this  disease.  While 
we  have  been  sitting  at  home,  fancying  perhaps  that 
we  did  great  things  because  we  went  on  decently  and 
quietly,  without  any  grievous  sin,  others,  outwardly 
such  as  we  are,  have  been  moved  to  forsake  all 
and  follow  Christ,  giving  up  their  time,  their  money, 
and  their  comforts,  and  putting  their  lives  in  hourly 
jeopardy,  for  the  poor  of  the  flock's  sake,  and  for 
Christ's  sake,  who  gave  all  for  us. 

We  have  read  of  such  things  often ;  we  have  some- 
times heard  of  them  at  a  distance ;  but  now  we  almost 
seem  to  have  seen  them  with  our  eyes ;  and  surely, 
my  brethren,  they  ought  to  make  a  difference  to  us. 
Surely  we  are  bound  to  bless  God,  not  only  for  sparing 
us  of  this  immediate  place  and  neighbourhood,  but 
also  for  raising  up  in  other  places,  when  need  most 
required,  such  willing  and  devoted  persons.  0,  let 
us  with  all  our  hearts  bless  and  praise  His  holy  Name, 
that  in  times  so  evil  and  fallen  as  ours  seem  in  many 
respects.  He  should  have  shewn  us  that  His  fatherly 
hand  is  not  withdrawn  from  being  over  us,  He  is  with 
us,  to  pour  us  out  spiritual  blessings,  to  make  us  even 
saints,  if  we  would  but  answer  His  call. 

Now,  what  I  have  been  saying  comes  in  short  to 
this.  The  day  of  the  Lord's  anger  has  been  and  is 
upon  us ;  the  fearful  disease  has  come  close  to  us,  to 
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make  us  afraid,  and  these  glorious  fruits  of  charity 
have  gone  along  with  it,  to  make  us  ashamed ;  and 
now  what  must  we  do,  that  we  may  continue  hidden 
and  protected  as  we  have  hitherto  been,  under  the 
shadow  of  His  wing,  not  for  any  goodness  of  ours — 
of  that  we  are  quite  sure — but  by  His  manifold  and 
great  mercies.     Why,  it  is  not  hard  to  see  which 
way  our  duties  lie.     The  times  are  such  as  to  make 
thoughtful  men  afraid  and  ashamed ;  let  us  be  afraid 
and  ashamed  in  good  earnest.     Let  each  one  for  him- 
self consider,  what  his  condition  really  is.     Whoever 
you  are,  you  have  no  promise   of  your  life.     You 
might  be  struck  down  at  any  moment ;  it  is  a  scourge 
which  comes  suddenly  at  an  instant.     You  might  at 
any  moment  be  tried  with  those  fearful  pains,  and  sad 
sinking  of  all  the  powers  of  life,  which  yet,  it  is  said, 
for  the  most  part  leave  the  thought  and  memory  en- 
tire.    Think  now,  what  you  would  wish  to  have  done 
beforehand,  should  Almighty  God  so  visit  you.    Think 
what  a  misery  it  would  be  to  have  your  duties  all 
crowding  on  your  mind  in  the  horror  and  agony  of 
such  an  attack,  when  it  will  be  too  late  to  do  them. 
We  are  told  of  twelve  thousand  persons  and  more 
having  died  of  cholera  in  London  alone  within  the 
last  three  months ;  and  from  the  nature  of  cholera  I 
suppose  we  may  consider  it  as  nearly  sudden  death  in 
the  greater  number  of  cases.    Twelve  thousand  sud- 
den deaths !     Alas,  my  brethren,  how  many,  think 
you,  from  among  those  twelve  thousand,  would  have 
given  worlds  for  a  little  more  time  to  make  their 
peace  with  God,  and  lay  hold  of  the  Cross  by  true 
repentance  and  amendment  I     How  many  thought 
with  shame  and  fear  on  good  resolutions  made  from 
time  to  time,  and  put  off  to  a  more  convenient  season  I 
How  many  hearts  were  filled  with  bitterness  at  the 
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thought  of  bad  habits — deadly  sins — persisted  in  even 
to  the  very  last  moment,  so  that  they  passed  at  once 
from  the  blindness  of  their  sin  to  the  pain  and  help  - 
lessness  of  their  disease !  How  many  wished  in  vain 
that  they  had  attended  to  the  many  warnings  which 
God  gave  them  about  Holy  Communion,  and  had  pre- 
pared themselves,  and  received  worthily,  or  ever  they 
were  so  struck  down !  How  many  thought  of  parents, 
friends,  or  others  near  or  far  oflf,  to  whom  they  had 
behaved  more  or  less  ill,  and  now  they  had  no  chance 
of  asking  their  forgiveness,  or  making  amends !  How 
many  longed  for  one  hour  of  quiet  prayer,  out  of  the 
many  which  conscience  told  them  they  had  wasted  in 
the  world's  folly,  or  worse  I  And  worst  and  saddest 
of  all,  how  many  think  you  went  down  to  their  graves 
in  that  storm  of  sickness  without  any  serious  remem- 
brance of  God  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  because  they 
had  quite  left  oflf  remembering  Him  in  their  days  of 
health  I  On  the  other  hand,  well  may  we  hope  and 
believe  that  there  were  not  a  few  who  had  so  gone  on 
in  the  quiet  and  regular  service  of  God,  in  daily  self- 
examination  and  penitence,  in  constant  communion, 
that  when  the  fearful  visitor  came,  they  had  but  to 
set  their  houses  in  order,  not  as  it  were  to  build  them 
a  new  house :  and  though  they  also  were  grieved  and 
ashamed  for  their  many  sins  and  imperfections,  that 
did  but  make  them  the  more  patient  and  humble 
under  all  they  had  to  suflfer ;  so  that  however  smitten 
in  body,  they  were  inwardly  and  spiritually  hid  in 
the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger;  as  they  are  now  hid 
in  the  chambers  of  His  Paradise. 

Well  now,  good  Christian  brethren,  my  friends  and 
neighbours,  my  children  in  Christ,  I  need  not  ask  you 
with  which  of  these  two  sorts  you  would  wish  your 
own  portion  to  be.  Think,  then ;  were  the  mortal  pain 
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now  to  seize  you,  which  of  your  present  ways  should 
you  most  earnestly  desire  to  have  broken  yourself  of. 
Think  again;  should  you  not  wish  that  you  were  a 
regular  partaker  of  your  Lord's  Body  and  Blood,  instead 
of  having  at  such  a  time  either  to  do  without  it,  or  to 
receive  it  in  that  hurry  and  agony  ?  Should  you  not 
wish  to  have  set  all  right  with  your  neighbours  ?  to 
have  restored  all  dishonest  gains,  paid  all  just  debts, 
cared  for  wife  and  children,  parents  and  brethren,  and 
all  to  whom  you  are  any  way  tied  ?  Should  you  not 
wish  to  have  got  into  a  habit  of  praying  earnestly,  of 
examining  yourself,  of  confessing  your  sins  to  God 
one  by  one,  of  thinking  often  on  Christ  and  His 
Cross  ?  Yes :  these  are  the  things  which  in  the  very 
deep  of  our  heart  we  shall  long  to  have  done,  when 
we  feel  ourselves  taken  for  death,  whether  it  be  by 
cholera  or  any  other  complaint.  These  things,  then, 
let  us  do  at  once ;  and  since  it  is  a  hard  up-hill  work, 
and  we  shall  want  all  the  prayers  we  can  obtain  to 
help  us,  let  us  be  as  active  as  we  can  in  all  works  of 
charity ;  giving  and  forgiving,  enduring,  and  waiting 
upon  others,  in  humble  following  of  those  who  have 
given  up  all  for  Christ.  There  is  not  one  in  this  con- 
gregation but  might  in  this  way  if  he  would  be  hid  in 
the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger.  It  is  God's  own  teach- 
ing, the  lesson  of  His  awful  Providence.  May  He 
write  it  upon  all  our  hearts,  and  make  this  day  of 
humiliation  a  day  of  real  amendment !  May  it  be  the 
beginning  of  better  times  to  us  all  I 
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And  he  went  up,  and  lay  upon  the  child,  and  put  his  mouth 
upon  his  mouth,  and  his  eyes  upon  his  eyes,  and  his  hands 
upon  his  hands:  and  he  stretched  himseff  upon  the  child; 
and  the  flesh  of  the  child  waxed  warm,'^ 

THE  first  Lesson  this  afternoon  introduces  us  to  the 
history  of  the  Prophet  Elisha,  for  it  gives  an  ac- 
count how,  while  he  was  plowing,  the  elder  Prophet 
Elijah  passing  by,  cast  his  mantle  upon  him,  and  he 
presently  followed  him,  having  first  bidden  farewell 
to  them  that  were  of  his  house. 

It  will  not  then  be  out  of  place  to  consider  this 
greatest  of  his  miracles,  related  in  the  chapter  from 
which  the  text  is  taken,  the  fourth  of  the  Second 
Book  of  Kings.  For  to  this  end  was  he  called,  that 
he  might  be  in  Elijah's  place,  a  witness  to  the  truth 
among  God's  fallen  and  degenerate  people,  and  there- 
fore God  bore  him  witness  by  signs  and  wonders 
and  divers  miracles,  such  as  Elijah  had  done  before 
him.  And  of  this  the  mantle  of  Elijah  cast  on  him 
was  a  token  and  pledge,  both  in  his  first  calling, 
which  we  hear  of  in  the  Lesson  to-day,  and  when 
Elijah  was  taken  up  into  heaven,  and  Elisha  took  up 
his  mantle  as  it  fell,  and  presently  began  to  work 
miracles  with  it,  dividing  the  river  Jordan  with  its 
touch.    In  a  word,  Elisha  came  after  Elijah,  as  the 
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holy  Apostles  and  the  Church  came  after  our  Lord, 
and  was  a  type  of  what  our  Lord  spake  when  He 
said,  He  that  lelieveth  on  Me^  the  worts  that  I  do  shcM 
ye  do  also  ;  and  greater  works  than  these  shall  ye  doj 
because  I  go  to  My  Father. 

Accordingly,  we  find  that  several  of  Elisha's  mira- 
cles, and  especially  this  one  of  which  we  read  in  the 
text,  was  so  ordered  by  God's  especial  providence,  as 
that  no  one  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  one  could 
help  remembering  what  he  knew  before  of  the  other. 

In  each,  as  you  know,  a  young  child  is  raised  from 
the  dead.  For  each  the  way  is  prepared  by  kindness 
shewn  to  the  Prophet ;  Elijah  found  a  widow  woman 
willing  to  share  her  last  morsel  and  her  child's  with 
him.  For  Elisha,  not  a  widow,  but  a  married  woman, 
as  yet  childless,  had  provided  a  lodging,  poor  enough 
to  most  men's  thinking,  for  it  was  but  a  room  upon 
a  wall,  furnished  with  a  bed,  a  table,  a  stool,  and 
a  candlestick ;  nevertheless  it  was  acceptable  to  him 
when  he  passed  by  that  way.  For  the  love  of  God 
she  did  it,  and  for  the  love  of  God  Elisha  counted 
himself  deeply  obliged  by  it. 

Again,  the  Lord  by  Elijah  rewarded  the  woman  of 
Sarepta  by  commanding  the  barrel  of  meal  not  to 
waste,  nor  the  cruse  of  oil  to  fail,  until  God  sent  rain 
upon  the  land,  that  was  two  or  three  years,  she  and 
her  child  were  saved  from  starving ;  and  to  the  other 
woman  who  had  as  yet  no  child,  a  son  and  heir  was 
given  by  an  extraordinary  providence,  as  to  TTannah 
the  mother  of  Samuel,  and  to  Elizabeth  the  mother 
of  St.  John  Baptist. 

Thirdly,  upon  both  of  these  fiunilies  it  pleased  Gh)d 
to  send  the  same  trouble ;  the  two  mothers  lost  eaoh 
her  only  son ;  not  in  infancy,  but  after  several  yeaia 
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growth ;  and  in  their  great  distress  they  bring  their 
complaints  to  the  Prophets.  The  one  says,  What 
have  I  to  do  with  thee^  0  thou  man  of  God  ?  art  thou 
come  hither  to  bring  my  sin  to  remembrance^  and  to  slay 
my  son  ?  The  other,  not  bearing  to  speak  out  what 
had  happened,  comes  and  falls  down  at  Elisha's  feet, 
and  merely  says.  Did  I  desire  a  son  of  my  Lord  ?  did 
I  not  say^  Do  not  deceive  me  ? 

Thus  they  were  alike  in  their  distress,  and  the 
Lord  by  His  Prophet  was  alike  merciful  to  both. 
Elijah  takes  the  widow's  son  out  of  her  bosom,  car- 
ries him  up  into  the  loft  where  he  abode,  lays  him 
upon  his  own  bed,  prays  over  him,  and  then  stretches 
himself  upon  the  child  three  times ;  and  the  Lord 
heard  the  voice  of  Elijah^  and  the  soul  of  the  child  came 
into  him  again^  and  he  revived.  But  Elisha  sends  his 
servant  with  his  own  staff  in  his  hand,  and  bids  him 
lay  it  on  the  face  of  the  child ;  and  when  he  comes 
himself  afterwards  into  the  room,  and  finds  the  child 
not  awaked,  but  dead  and  laid  upon  the  bed,  as  our 
Lord  found  Jairus'  daughter,  this  is  the  account  of 
what  followed :  He  went  up,  and  lay  upon  the  ohildj 
and  put  his  mouth  upon  his  mouthy  and  his  eyes  upon  his 
eyesy  and  his  hands  upon  his  hands :  and  he  stretched 
himself  upon  the  child  ;  and  the  flesh  of  the  child  waxed 
warm.  Then  he  returned^  and  walked  in  the  house  to 
and  fro;  and  went  up,  and  stretched  himself  upon 
him :  and  the  child  sneezed  seven  times j  and  the  child 
opened  his  eyes.  Thus  you  see  how  very  nearly  the 
two  great  miracles  answer  the  one  to  the  other. 

Now  in  all  this,  doubt  it  not,  God's  holy  and  awful 
providence  had  a  deep  and  mysterious  meaning.  The 
Prophets  applying  themselves  with  such  especial  care 
to  the  corpses  of  the  children  and  to  every  part  of 
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them,  signify  to  us  that  merciful  and  blessed  work, 
the  Incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  the  nature  of  God 
applying  itself  to  the  nature  of  man,  and  restoring 
life  and  health  to  every  part  of  us,  both  to  soul  and 
body,  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  Think  a  UtUe,  and 
you  will  perceive  that  it  is  so.  Here,  in  this  world  of 
ours,  ever  since  the  coming  in  of  sin  and  death,  this 
our  fallen  nature  has  been  of  itself  lying  helpless ; 
and  when  the  messengers  of  God  have  come  even 
with  [the  Cross],  His  token,  in  their  hands,  and  have 
tried  to  waken  men  up  by  preaching  and  instruction, 
still  there  has  been  no  voice,  nor  any  that  answered ; 
no  voice  to  speak  the  words  of  God,  and  acknowledge 
His  faith ;  no  change  in  the  heart  to  answer  to  the 
Divine  call.  To  know,  and  in  a  manner  to  will,  has 
been  present  with  men,  but  how  to  perform  that 
which  is  good  they  found  not.  But  now  in  the  end 
of  the  world  the  Only-begotten  prepares  Himself 
a  body  of  the  Substance  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  a 
divine  soul  to  breathe  into  that  Body ;  and  then  by 
His  wonder-working  Sacraments  applies  Himself,  both 
body  and  soul,  to  all  who  come  to  receive  Him  wor- 
thily ;  and  so  His  mouth  is  put  upon  our  mouth, — 
our  evil  and  corrupt  words  are  taken  away,  and  the 
words  of  the  Lord,  which  are  pure  words,  are  put  into 
our  mouth,  to  be  spoken  in  their  place ;  for  he  who  is 
of  God,  speaketh  the  words  of  God.  Again,  the  eyes 
of  Christ  are  put  upon  our  eyes ;  the  mind  of  Him 
who  hath  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  is  so  far 
given  to  us  by  EDu9  heavenly  Spirit,  that  we  too,  if  we 
will,  may  make  a  covenant  with  our  eyes,  never  to 
look  upon  any  evil  thing.  Christ's  hands  also  are 
put  upon  our  hands ;  and  whereas  before  they  were 
benumbed  with  sinfulness,  and  dead  to  all  that  is 
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really  good,  now  they  are  made  strong  and  able  to 
do  the  work  which  Christ  would  have  them  do,  and 
to  keep  themselves  back  from  what  Christ  would  not 
have  done.  In  a  word,  the  heavenly  life  is  renewed 
and  restored,  in  our  nature  generally,  by  the  Incar- 
nation of  the  Son  of  God ;  in  each  one  of  us,  by  par- 
taking of  Christ  in  His  Sacraments,  and  this,  every 
one  may  see,  is  set  before  us  in  a  most  lively  manner 
by  the  Prophets  stretching  themselves  on  those  chil- 
dren, and  touching  every  part,  and  restoring  it  to  life. 
Thus  it  is,  namely  by  the  Lord's  sacramental  touch, 
and  not  merely  by  hearing  and  believing,  that  we  all, 
being  dead  in  Adam,  are  made  alive  in  Christ* 

Yes,  brethren,  doubt  it  not;  to  every  person  who 
partakes  worthily  of  Christ  in  the  two  blessed  Sacra- 
ments, the  saying  of  Christ  is  fulfilled.  If  a  man  hve 
Mcj  he  mil  keep  My  worthy  and  My  Father  will  hve 
hinij  and  we  will  come  unto  Aim,  and  make  our  abode 
with  him.  Let  us  be  sure  of  it,  each  one  for  himself, 
and  every  parent  for  his  children.  Each  one  for  him- 
self, to  fill  us  with  fear  and  trembling,  lest  by  any 
sin  or  carelessness  we  have  forfeited  the  heavenly 
gift,  or  be  in  a  way  to  forfeit  it.  Parents  also  for 
their  baptized  children  may  be  as  sure  of  the  inward 
and  spiritual  resurrection,  and  of  the  heavenly  life 
which  is  in  them,  as  even  those  widows  were  sure  of 
the  restored  life  of  their  young  children,  when  they 
received  them  from  the  arms  of  the  Prophets.  And 
as  they,  in  their  deep  and  unexpected  joy,  must  have 
felt  that  they  could  never  think  enough  of  the  trea- 
sure so  wonderfully  restored  to  them,  or  too  carefully 
watch  over  it ;  so  and  much  more  should  the  parents, 
and  those  who  are  as  parents,  of  a  Christian  child, 
newly  revived  by  Christ's  sacramental  Touch:  they 
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must  say  to  themselves,  Now  if  this  member  of  Christ 
take  any  harm  by  my  negligence,  I  know  the  great- 
ness of  the  fault,  and  also  the  horrible  punishment 
which  will  ensue.  And,  then,  think  of  the  unspeak- 
able comfort,  should  our  gracious  Lord  call  home  to 
Himself,  as  He  so  often  does,  any  of  those  little  ones, 
before  they  have  at  all  become  capable  of  fSEdling  from 
Him;  Think  of  those  words  of  the  Prayer-book,  **  It 
is  certain  by  God's  word,  that  baptized  infiEuits,  dying 
before  they  commit  actual  sin,  are  undoubtedly  saved." 
Are  not  these  truly  blessed  words  ?  There  is  no  one, 
I  am  sure,  but  feels  the  comfort  and  relief  of  them, 
when  any  of  those  little  ones  are  taken.  But  is  not 
the  relief  in  a  certain  sense  still  greater,  when  God 
has  spared  a  child  so  long,  and  he  has  so  truly  an- 
swered his  Lord's  tender  care,  that  we  may  say,  not 
only,  the  child  is  dead,  but.  The  good,  the  dutiful, 
the  obedient,  the  thoughtful  child  is  dead  ?  Surely, 
though  the  separation  is  more  bitter,  yet  is  the  com- 
fort so  far  more  abundant,  as  we  may  hope  that  the 
crown  is  brighter. 

And  there  is  yet  another  case,  a  case  of  yet  more 
overflowing  mercy,  whereof  the  Holy  Spirit  in  these 
miracles  hath  left  us  a  token ;  I  mean,  the  mercy  of 
Christ  to  the  penitent, — when  the  heavenly  life,  re- 
stored in  infant  baptism  by  the  first  sacramental 
Touch  of  Christ,  has  been  destroyed,  as  too  often  hap- 
pens,  by  wilful  deadly  sin,  by  unholy  and  careless 
living ;  when  the  unhappy  man  seems  to  have  driven 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  botii  from  soul  and  body ;  when 
the  spiritual  sickness  is  so  sore  that  the  man  has  no 
breath  left  in  him,  but  seems  to  be  left  a  prey  to  un- 
clean devils ;  even  then  there  is  hope  that  Jesus  Christ, 
Ood  Licamate,  may  remember  for  that  unhappy  nuu's 
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sake  how  He  took  our  nature  upon  Him,  how  He  was 
crucified,  dead,  and  buried ;  there  is  hope  that  in  the 
way  of  holy  penitency  He  may  apply  Himself  to  him 
also,  put  His  mouth  upon  his  mouth.  His  hands  upon 
his  hands,  His  eyes  upon  his  eyes ;  and  he  may  live 
again,  even  from  that  second  death;  only  he  must 
not  draw  back  from  the  gracious  Touch,  nor  refuse 
to  yield  any  part  of  himself  to  it;  he  must  grieve 
for  all,  he  must  confess  all,  he  must  amend  all;  so 
shall  he  presently  be  forgiven  all,  and  in  due  time 
cured  of  all. 

Finally,  we  see  in  the  behaviour  of  this  Shunam- 
mite  mother  an  affecting  pattern  for  Christian  parents 
and  friends,  watching  over  those  whom  they  love, 
and  praying  for  them.  In  the  first  place,  she  in 
a  manner  refuses  to  have  any  choice ;  she  does  not, 
even  when  she  is  asked,  express  the  secret  wishes  of 
her  heart ;  yet  when  the  blessing  is  promised,  at  such 
a  time  thou  shalt  embrace  a  son,  it  is  to  her  so  great, 
so  overpowering,  that  she  can  hardly  believe  it.  And 
again  when  it  is  so  suddenly  taken  away,  how  calm 
and  silent  and  submissive  is  her  sorrow !  so  that 
when  she  is  asked,  Is  it  well  with  the  child^  she  an- 
swers, no  doubt  from  her  very  heart.  It  is  well.  And 
if  she  could  say  it,  how  much  more  may  the  same  be 
said  by  Christian  friends  and  parents,  brethren  and 
sisters,  who  are  not  only  permitted,  but  enjoined  by 
the  Church  earnestly  to  believe  that  God  hath  favour- 
ably received  their  child ;  that  the  good  Spirit  given 
at  the'font  had  never  departed  from  him;  that  the 
breathings  and  yearnings  of  their  young  hearts  after 
heaven  are  now  sure  to  be  accomplished,  and  to  go  on 
accomplishing  to  all  eternity.    What  a  hope,  and  joy, 


634  SERMON  XLYI. 


and  crown  of  rejoicing,  if  we  will  but  keep  fiist  hold 
of  it,  for  love  to  treasure  up  in  her  heart ;  that  the 
eternal  happiness  of  this,  her  own  beloved  one,  shall 
be  even  a  matter  of  religious  faith,  that  a  voice  comes 
out  of  the  throne,  saying,  It  is  well  with  the  child. 
And  let  me  observe,  by  the  way,  that  all  this  joy  and 
consolation  is  wrapped  up  in  the  doctrine  of  holy 
baptism ;  the  baptism  of  the  young  child  is  the  pledge, 
to  assure  us  that  it  is  well  with  him.  Because  we 
acknowledge  in  one  article  of  the  Creed,  that  his  bap- 
tism was  for  the  remission  of  his  sins,  therefore  we 
may  think  of  him  not  only  with  hope  but  with  faith, 
when  we  come  to  those  other  Articles,  "I  believe 
in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  in  the  life  of 
the  world  to  come."  The  baptism  seals  the  eternal 
life,  for  certain  and  for  ever,  to  this  particular  ehild. 
Therefore,  brethren,  come  what  will,  we  must  for 
very  charity's  sake,  nay  for  natural  affections'  sake, 
cling  to  our  faith  in  holy  baptism,  and  not  imagine 
it  possible  that  our  Lord,  having  once  taken  up  our 
little  children  into  His  arms,  will  ever  let  them  drop, 
if  they  cast  not  themselves  away  from  Him. 

A  type  of  this  was  the  faith  of  the  Shunammite, 
when  she  said.  It  is  well  with  the  child ;  yet  still  her 
natural  sorrow  will  have  its  way,  and  she  casts  her- 
self at  the  Prophet's  feet,  with  only  one  word,  just 
enough  to  make  him  understand  the  cause  of  her 
grief.  And  afterwards,  when  she  receives  the  child, 
so  wonderfully  restored  to  life,  she  says  not  a  word, 
but  falls  at  Elisha's  feet,  and  bows  herself  «to  the 
ground,  and  takes  up  her  son  and  goes  out ;  being,  aa 
one  may  think,  the  very  pattern  and  type  of  holy 
Mary  the  sister  of  Lazarus ;  in  her  distress  and  in 
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her  thankfulness  alike,  quietiy  and  reverently  wait- 
ing on  Christ. 

God  knows,  Christian  brethren,  what  trials  He  may 
have  prepared  for  us,  whether  in  our  several  places 
and  families,  or  as  members  of  the  Great  Family  and 
Church  of  Christ ;  God  knows,  we  cannot  tell ;  but 
this  one  thing  He  has  graciously  revealed  to  us,  and 
we  know  it  for  certain,  and  by  His  grace  will  tell  it 
to  those  who  come  after  us ;  that  Christ  hath  applied 
Himself  by  His  sacramental  Touch  to  our  souls  and 
bodies  for  perfect  sanctification,  and  that  it  is  well 
with  those  to  whom  He  hath  so  given  Himself,  if 
only  they  go  on  clinging  to  Him,  and  doing  the 
works  of  the  blessed  life  which  He  imparts  to  them. 
Let  us  remember  this,  and  never  forget  it,  especially 
in  regard  of  carnal  sins,  of  those  sins  which  are  not 
fit  to  be  named.  Our  Lord  in  baptism  hath  applied 
Himself  to  us,  hath  put  His  mouth  upon  our  mouth. 
His  eyes  upon  our  eyes.  His  hands  upon  our  hands ; 
why  ?  That  we  might  be  made  like  unto  Him ;  that 
mouth,  eye,  hand,  every  part  of  us,  might  be  changed 
after  His  divine  image.  The  work  is  actually  begun  by 
His  Holy  Spirit,  and  we  are  every  moment  advancing 
or  spoiling  it.  The  time  will  very  soon  be  here,  when 
it  will  have  come  to  an  end.  We  shall  each  one  of 
us  in  turn,  lie  down  as  all  the  departed  lie,  and  they 
who  stand  by  our  graves  will  think  of  us  as  we  now 
think  of  others.  We  have  seen  the  last  of  him  in  this 
world,  but  once  again  we  are  sure  to  meet.  How 
will  it  then  be  with  him  and  with  me  ?  0,  well  is  it 
with  those,  and  with  those  only,  who  in  their  daily 
and  hourly  life  are  so  keeping  their  senses  and  hearts, 
that  when  that  awful  question  comes  to  be  asked  con- 
oeming  them,  their  good  angels  may  make  the  same 
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answer  as  the  Shimammite  made  concerning  her  little 
child,  It  %8  well ;  their  bodies  are  at  rest,  and  their 
souls  are  saved.  Christ  loved  them,  and  they  loved 
Christ;  Christ  sealed  them,  and  they  never  wore 
away  the  seal;  therefore  they  are  safe  for  ever  and 
ever. 


BiSLST, 

Jtdi^  28,  1850. 


NifUh  Sunday  after  Triniiif. 
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ISAIAH  Ui.  7. 

"  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that 
bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth  peace  ;  that  bringeth 
good  tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth  salvation ;  that  saith 
unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth.** 

pONSIDERATE  and  thoughtful  Christians  are  com- 
monly used  to  mark  their  birthdays,  their  new 
years^  and  other  remarkable  changes  of  time,  by  more 
or  less  of  extraordinary  care  in  examining  themselves, 
in  praying  for  grace,  and  in  making  good  resolutions 
for  the  time  to  come.  Such  seasons  are  times  for  en- 
tering on  duties  neglected,  and  for  reviving  good 
practices  which  we  have  unhappily  forgotten ;  for 
making,  as  far  as  we  may,  a  new  beginning,  with 
a  new  and  better  mind. 

Now  there  is  no  season  in  the  whole  year,  more 
proper  for  such  a  holy  and  blessed  exercise,  than  this 
of  Advent,  to  which,  by  God's  mercy,  we  have  been 
now  brought  once  more.  It  is,  as  you  know,  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Church's  year.  The  Church,  the  holy 
Mother  of  us  all,  hath  knocked  this  morning  at  each 
of  our  doors,  saying,  "Arise  up  quickly,  it  is  high 
time  to  awake  out  of  sleep ;  the  Bridegroom  is  coming, 
go  ye  out  to  meet  Him."  And  this  year,  our  Mother 
makes  two  special  calls  on  us  besides.  For  it  is  not 
only  Advent  Sunday,  but  it  is  also  the  first  Saint's 
Day,  the  day  of  martyrdom  of  St.  Andrew,  the  first 
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of  the  Apostles  who  came  personally  to  know  Christ 
after  the  flesh,  and  so  by  providential  order  his  day 
waits  upon  our  Lord's  own  time  of  Advent ;  it  brings 
us,  as  it  were,  to  Christ,  and  says,  Here  is  our  Lord 
come  again,  make  haste  and  follow  Him  without 
delay. 

And  over  and  above  all  this,  we  are  invited,  this 
Advent,  to  think  more  than  usual  of  the  progress  of 
that  great  work,  for  which  our  Lord  both  came  into 
the  world,  and  sent  His  Apostles  to  be  in  His  stead 
after  Him,  the  saving  of  souls  by  uniting  them  to 
Himself.  This  year,  1851,  is  a  kind  of  jubilee  year 
for  the  Church  of  God  in  this  country,  because  it  is 
now  150  years  since  men  began  to  think  in  earnest 
of  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts,  that 
is,  first  in  our  own  colonies,  and  afterwards  among 
the  heathen  and  unbelievers,  whom  God's  providence 
may  have  brought  within  our  reach.  A  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago  that  work  began,  and  very  few  they 
were  who  began  it ;  something  Uke  the  grain  of  mus- 
tard seed,  of  which  our  Lord  speaks  in  the  parable ; 
and  now  it  has  come  to  its  third  jubilee,  that  is,  its 
third  course  of  fifty  years,  and  we  may  thankfully  say 
that  by  God's  great  mercy  it  has  waxed  into  a  great 
tree,  in  which  many  and  no  small  nations  have  already 
found  shelter,  and  we  trust  that  by  God's  blessing 
many  more  will  do  so  ere  long.  Of  this  Society,  the 
true  Old  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, we  are  to  say  something  to  you  to-day,  as  we 
have  many  times  before.  And  well,  surely,  does  it 
come  in  to  be  spoken  of  on  Advent  Sunday,  and  on 
St.  Andrew's  Day. 

For  you  know  what  picture  the  Gx)spel  for  the 
Sunday  sets  before  us.    Our  Lord  entering  into  Jeru- 
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salem,  and  the  mnltitndes  that  go  before  and  that 
follow  OTjingj  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  Davidj  blessed 
is  He  that  cometh  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord.  Blessed 
be  the  kingdom  of  our  father  David^  which  cometh  in 
the  Name  of  the  Lord^  Hosanna  in  the  Highest.  It  is 
a  most  solemn  and  grand  procession,  our  glorious  yet 
lowly  King  entering  into  His  own  sacred  city,  and 
His  people  meeting  Him  with  psalms  and  offerings, 
and  all  the  best  honours  they  can  shew  Him.  Such 
is  the  spiritual  progress  of  our  Lord  and  Sayiour 
through  this  present  world,  in  His  holy  Church,  in 
which  He  is  always  spiritually  present,  gathering  to 
Himself  multitudes  from  all  sides ;  and  as  the  disci- 
ples were  foremost  in  that  day  among  His  attendants 
as  He  entered  into  Jerusalem,  so  St.  Andrew  and  the 
rest,  whom  the  Church  honours  as  saints,  are  espe- 
cially waiting  on  our  Lord  in  this  His  growing  and 
victorious  kingdom,  this  journey  in  which  He  is  ever- 
more riding  on,  conquering,  and  to  conquer,  as  it  is 
written,  /  saw  the  souls  of  them  which  were  beheaded 
for  the  testimony  of  Jesus^  and  which  had  not  wor^ 
shipped  the  beast  and  his  image^  and  they  lived  and 
reigned  with  Christ.  And  this  solemn  procession  of 
Christ  and  His  saints  is  not  a  thing  past  and  done, 
a  thing  which  we  read  of  in  books,  to  admire  and  be- 
lieve, but  which  is  itself  a  great  way  off  from  each 
one  of  us ;  not  so,  but  it  is  even  now  going  on ;  the 
holy  Church,  which  is  the  Presence  of  Christ  and 
His  saints,  is  passing  on  before  men's  eyes  through 
all  the  several  generations  of  the  world,  till  she  come 
to  the  last  day.  Christ  and  His  Church  are  passing  on 
in  our  time,  before  our  eyes ;  we  are  as  much  wit- 
nesses of  it  as  the  multitudes  that  day  were  witnesses 
of  His  progress  from  Bethany  to  Jerusalem.    And  as 
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His  own  twelve  disciples  might  then,  no  doubt,  be 
easily  distinguished  among  the  crowd,  keeping  nearest 
to  our  Lord,  and  shewing  the  deepest  interest  in  Him, 
so  there  are  some  in  our  days,  of  whom  we  humbly 
hope  that  they  are  as  the  Apostles  were,  foremost 
and  in  some  sense  most  blessed  of  the  true  followers 
of  our  Lord.  You  know  whom  I  mean,  those  who 
are  truly  called  Missionaries,  those  whom  Christ  has 
called  to  preach  Him,  and  to  administer  His  blessed 
Sacraments,  among  the  heathen,  and  who  really  try  to 
do  their  best  in  that  work.  When  we  think  of  these^ 
and  thank  God  there  are  more  and  more  of  them, 
and  their  labours  seem  to  be  more  and  more  blessed, 
we  cannot  doubt  that  the  holy  procession  of  Christ 
and  His  saints  is  still  going  on  in  our  sight,  and  these 
are  a  great  portion  of  it,  these  are  truly  of  that  sort 
and  number,  whereof  the  Prophet  spake  when  he 
said.  How  beautiful  are  their  feet  upon  the  mountains^ 
how  glorious  and  lovely,  in  the  sight  of  angels  and 
men,  is  their  progress  upwards,  as  our  Lord's  was  to 
Mount  Zion ;  every  one  sounding  the  trumpet  as  he 
goes,  even  the  trumpet  of  the  everlasting  Gospel,  the 
good  tidings  of  good  things,  the  Gospel  of  peace,  the 
good  tidings  of  salvation.  And  we  may  observe  that 
as  the  heavenly  message  is  here  declared  by  the  Pro- 
phet in  these  words.  They  say  unto  Zum^  Thy  Chd 
reigneth  ;  so  the  cry  of  St.  Andrew  and  the  other  dis- 
ciples who  surrounded  our  Lord  as  He  entered  into 
Jerusalem  was.  Blessed  be  the  kingdom  of  our  father 
David^  which  cometh  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord;  and 
the  confession  of  the  Church  as  it  spreads  itself  fiur 
and  near  is,  ^^  Thou  art  the  King  of  glory,  0  Christ." 
And  consider,  my  brethren,  if  it  be  so  delightful  as  it 
is  to  do  the  least  thing  for  a  sick  soul,  to  obtain  but 
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one  half  hour  of  rest  for  the  afflicted,  or  of  hope  for 
the  miserable,  to  prevail  but  on  one  who  is  frail  and 
sorely  tempted  to  give  up  but  one  sin  for  Christ's 
sake,  what  must  be  the  joy  and  delight  and  honour 
of  pouring  the  Gospel  light  effectually  into  a  whole 
land  of  darkness  and  desolation,  of  turning  whole 
tribes  of  heathens  for  good  and  all  from  darkness  to 
light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God ;  and 
how  dull  must  we  be  to  all  goodness,  how  stupidly 
indifferent  to  the  light  of  Christ  in  ourselves,  if  we 
take  no  pleasure,  no  interest,  in  such  heavenly  works, 
if  the  feet  of  Christ's  missionaries  are  not  beautiful 
in  our  eyes. 

But  in  such  measure  as  the  work  is  beautiful  and 
glorious,  we  must  expect  it  also  to  be  grievous  and 
trying.  For  this  was  the  law  which  our  Saviour  set 
Himself,  not  to  enter  into  His  glory  before  He  had 
suffered;  and  you  all  know  that  at  the  very  time 
of  this  entry  into  His  own  city,  so  triumphant  and 
joyful  as  it  seemed,  He  was  on  the  point  of  being 
led  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  crucified  betwixt  two 
thieves,  with  all  circumstances  of  pain  and  insult. 
And  St.  Andrew,  and  the  rest,  who  followed  nearest 
to  our  Lord,  they  had  been  told  over  and  over  that 
they  must  take  up  their  Cross ;  they  might  not  reign 
till  they  had  suffered  with  Him ;  and  so  it  very  soon 
proved,  as  you  know.  The  Apostles,  as  they  were 
first  after  Christ,  so  in  the  world's  account  they  were 
set  forth  as  last  of  all,  as  it  were  appointed  unto 
death;  being  made  a  spectacle,  that  is,  a  gazing- 
stock,  unto  the  world,  and  to  angels  and  to  men. 
They  both  hungered,  and  thirsted,  and  were  naked, 
and  were  buffeted;  they  had  no  certain  dwelling- 
place  ;  they  laboured,  working  with  their  own  hands ; 
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their  way  was^  being  reviled,  to  bless ;  being  perse- 
cuted, to  suffer  it;  being  de&med,  to  intreat;  they 
were  made  ^^as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and  as  the 
off-scouring  of  all  things.''  This  was  the  case  with 
the  holy  Apostles,  and  something  of  the  sort  is  to 
be  expected,  whenever  persons  give  themselves  up, 
heart,  soul,  and  body,  to  the  Apostles'  work.  Satan 
will  hinder  them,  the  world  will  be  against  them,  all 
manner  of  temptations  and  difficulties  will  be  put  in 
their  way.  This  is  God's  favour  to  them,  that  they, 
persevering  in  spite  of  difficulties,  may  obtain  a 
higher  place,  and  a  brighter  crown;  and  that  we, 
moved  by  their  example,  may  be  patient  and  cou- 
rageous under  our  far  lighter  trials,  and  that  all  may 
be  brought  nearer  to  the  saving  Cross. 

Now,  that  you  may  the  better  understand  for  what 
manner  of  men,  and  for  what  sort  of  work,  we  are 
now  asking  your  prayers  and  your  offerings,  I  will 
set  before  you  but  one  instance  only,  although  among 
the  twenty-four  Colonial  Bishops,  who  are  now  re- 
ceiving more  or  less  of  aid  from  this  Society,  not 
a  few  (thanks  be  to  God)  might  be  mentioned,  whose 
work,  if  you  could  read  or  hear  the  history  of  it, 
would  fill  your  heart  with  admiration  and  love,  and 
make  you  long  to  do  some  little  for  their  aid.  For 
indeed  what  sufficient  thanks  can  we  render  to  oxtr 
pardoning  God  and  Saviour,  that  in  these  our  fallen 
and  most  perilous  times  He  should  have  raised  up 
such  fiuthful  pastors,  such  living  proofs  that  He  hais 
not  forsaken  His  Church  in  this  land?  But,  as  I 
said,  I  will  speak  now  of  one  alone  among  many ;  to 
which  one  also  it  is  proposed  specially  to  offer  what* 
ever  you  may  spare,  to  your  God  in  this  day's  ool- 
lection.    We  propose  to  send  it  all  to  the  Bishop 
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of  Capetown,  for  the  use  of  that  diocese,  which,  un- 
happily, as  some  of  you  may  know,  is  at  present 
grievously  afflicted  by  a  war  with  certain  of  its  hea- 
then neighbours,  which  war  of  course  renders  it 
harder  for  the  missionaries  to  carry  on  their  work, 
and  causes  greater  need  of  all  the  supplies  we  can 
spare.  Now,  to  give  some  notion  of  what  a  clergy- 
man's work  in  that  province  is.  On  Easter  Monday, 
last  year,  the  Bishop  set  out  on  horseback  for  a  visi- 
tation journey  over  about  two-thirds  of  his  diocese, 
which  lasted  till  Christmas-eve — nearly  nine  months, 
during  which  he  travelled  upwards  of  four  thousand 
miles  on  horseback,  on  foot,  or  in  some  sort  of  cart 
or  waggon:  more  than  fourteen  miles  a-day  for  the 
whole  of  that  time.  Many  and  many  a  night  he  had 
no  other  resting-place  than  the  cart  in  which  he  was 
travelling,  and  not  seldom,  when  that  was  out  of 
order,  he  slept  on  the  open  ground.  Sometimes  he 
was  forced  to  do  this  by  the  rude  inhospitality  of  the 
people  of  the  country,  sometimes  by  the  rough,  un- 
even country,  making  it  impossible  for  the  cart  to 
go  on,  or  causing  disagreeable  or  even  dangerous 
accidents;  sometimes  during  the  whole  of  the  day's 
journey  he  had  to  walk  before  the  horses  and  lead 
them.  For  instance:  "One  day,"  he  writes,  "we 
had  a  very  difficult  day's  journey  over  the  mountains. 
Some  of  the  descents  were  fearful,  I  thought  several 
times  that  cart  and  horses  would  all  have  rolled 
together  down  the  mountain.  The  ascents  were  no 
better.  At  one  very  steep  place  the  horses  fairly 
refused  to  go  on.  We  partly  unloaded  the  cart,  and 
I  ran  before  them,  leading  them  with  a  rein.  I  never 
remember  to  have  been  more  oppressed  by  any  exer- 
tion. Had  the  hill  been  a  little  longer  I  believe  I 
should  have  feinted;  as  it  was,  my  legs  quite  gave 
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way,  and  I  nearly  fell.  I  did  not  recover  myself  for 
half-an-hour.  I  walked  nearly  the  whole  way,  think- 
ing that  I  was  better  able  to  carry  myself  than  the 
horses  were  to  draw  me.  We  passed  the  night  in 
a  valley  half  way  up  a  mountain ;  in  the  morning  we 
discovered  that  the  horses  had  strayed.'' 

Why  have  I  read  over  this  account  to  you,  so 
different  in  some  respects  from  what  it  is  commonly 
usual  and  proper  to  say  in  this  place  ?  Because  it  is 
by  such  a  description  that  one  can  best  understand  at 
once  what  a  hard  life  our  zealous  missionaries  had ; 
being,  as  it  is,  but  one  out  of  many  instances,  and 
this  being  the  fourth  visitation  journey  which  the 
same  unwearied  Bishop  has  performed  in  three  years. 
Many  a  man,  perhaps,  works  as  hard  and  harder 
to  get  his  daily  bread,  but  the  matter  to  be  thought 
of  is,  that  this  is  all  voluntary  endurance,  freely 
undertaken  for  the  love  of  God  our  Saviour,  and 
in  the  hope  of  saving  souls.  And  surely  there  is 
a  great  cause,  for  of  the  seven  or  eight  hundred 
thousand  who  are  supposed  to  inhabit  that  diocese, 
a  very  great  number  are  in  no  sense  Christians  at  all, 
and  of  those  who  do  profess  themselves  Christians, 
but  a  small  proportion  are  in  communion  with  the 
true  Holy  Catholic  Church.  There  are  sad  divisions, 
much  slander  and  evil  surmising,  and  a  great  deal 
of  unbelief.  And  now  this  sad  war  has  broken  out, 
and  schools  and  chapels,  I  fear,  have  been  destroyed, 
and  will  have  to  be  replaced,  and  there  is  a  great 
want  of  clergy,  so  that  the  Bishop  several  times  has 
to  make  such  lamentations  as  the  following:  ''The 
whole  people  of  this  neighbourhood  are  ready  at 
least  to  hear  the  Gospel ;  they  are  willing  to  attend 
Christian  assemblies  and  schools,  to  read  our  books, 
to  be  taught  by  us.    The  field  is  white  already  unto 
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the  harvest,  but  the  labourers  are  very  few.  It  is 
most  distressing  to  think  how  unfaithful  we  have 
been  and  are  to  our  trust."  And  then  he  prays, 
"  Thy  kingdom  come ! " 

Can  we  read  or  hear  such  things  as  these,  my 
brethren,  and  not  feel  deeply  interested  in  them? 
Can  we  go  home  to  our  comforts  and  occupations,  and 
not  think  a  little  of  our  brethren  who  have  willingly 
devoted  themselves  to  such  hard  and  dangerous  and 
anxioiis  work,  for  Christ's  sake,  and  for  the  souls' 
sake  whom  He  redeemed?  can  we  help  wishing 
them  well,  and  praying  for  them  ?  Those  of  us  es- 
pecially who  are  just  about  to  present  themselves  at 
our  Father's  altar-table  to  receive  the  holiest  of  all 
gifts,  shall  we  not  in  that  one  solemn  intercession 
remember  especially  these  our  self-denying  brethren, 
and  beseech  Him  for  whom  they  work  to  crown  their 
labours  with  a  great  blessing  ?  And  I  must  ask  one 
question  more :  will  it  not  come  into  our  minds  to 
be  somewhat  ashamed  of  our  own  ease  and  comfort, 
the  qmet  way  in  which  we  go  on  enjoying  ourselves 
day  after  day,  the  little  exertion  and  self-denial  we 
find  it  in  our  heart  to  practise,  in  aid  of  this  highest 
of  charitable  works — the  spreading  of  the  Gospel? 
will  not  all  this  put  some  of  us  to  shame  when  it 
comes  into  our  minds,  and  shall  we  not,  by  God's 
grace,  resolve,  this  Advent  at  least,  to  make  some 
real  sacrifice,  to  part  with  something  which  we  can- 
not so  well  spare,  for  Christ's  and  the  Gospel's  sake  ? 
It  cannot  be,  but  that  such  a  thought  as  this  mu%t 
come  into  many  of  our  minds,  when  we  read  or  hear 
of  these  admirable,  self-sacrificing  missionaries ;  then 
let  us  take  care,  if  it  please  God,  to  keep  it  in  our 
minds.  Let  us  not  be  like  those  unhappy  Jews,  who  at 
our  Lord's  solemn  entry  were  ready  enough  to  cry,  Ho- 
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sannay  but  within  a  very  few  days  were  just  as  ready 
to  cry,  Crucify  Him !  But  let  us  seek  with  all  our 
might  to  keep  up  in  our  own  minds  any  good  thought, 
any  zeal  for  missions,  which  we  may  have  now  seemed 
to  feel.  Bemember  that  solemn  entry  into  Jerusalem 
was  not  the  last  procession  in  which,  according  to 
His  promise,  the  Incarnate  Son  of  God  was  to  take 
part.  There  are  yet  two  more  and  more  awful  pro- 
cessions in  which  He  will  shew  Himself  to  us  all ; 
yea,  to  these  very  bodily  eyes  of  ours.  The  one, 
when  He  shall  descend  from  heaven,  and  all  His 
saints  with  Him,  to  judge  the  world;  the  other, 
when  with  all  those  saints  and  with  all  other  Chris* 
tians  who  shall  not  bo  found  unprepared,  our  Lord 
shall  again  ascend  into  heaven.  Think  much  of  that 
day,  brethren;  you  cannot  think  too  much  of  it. 
Think  much,  and  make  your  choice  whether  you, 
by  His  mercy,  will  be  in  that  happy  company* 
Which  shall  it  be?  Will  you  spend  your  money, 
your  time,  and  all  your  talents  upon  mere  earthly 
trifles?  or  will  you  try  to  follow,  at  how  humble 
distance  soever,  Christ's  holy  and  courageous  servants 
along  the  narrow  way  to  the  kingdom  that  cannot 
bo  moved  ?  And  if  you  make  that  good  choice,  will 
you  seal  it  by  your  alms  and  your  prayers,  and  if 
you  may,  by  Holy  Communion  ?  You  know  not  what 
a  blessing  you  may  be  winning  for  yourself  against 
another  Advent ;  you  know  not  how  many  souls  may 
thank  you  in  the  last  Great  Day. 


HUBSLET, 

AdvetU,  1S51. 

8,P.O.,  Capetown. 
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EZEKIEL  i.  28. 


"  This  was  the  appearance  of  the  likeness  of  the  glory  of  the 
Lord.  And  when  I  saw  it,  I  fell  upon  my  face,  and  I  heard 
a  voice  of  one  that  spake" 

rpRINITY  SUNDAY,— what  does  that  mean?  It 
means,  a  Sunday  set  apart  for  special  meditation 
on  our  great  Almighty  God,  such  as  He  has  revealed 
Himself  to  be.  Three  Persons  in  one  Substwice, — the 
holy,  blessed,  and  glorious  Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost,  and  how  heaven  and  earth  are  full  of 
the  majesty  of  His  glory.  On  each  of  the  other  great 
days  the  Church  instructs  us  to.  think  very  much  of 
some  one  or  other  of  the  great  works  which  He  in  His 
condescension  has  wrought  or  will  work  for  us ;  His 
Son's  Incarnation,  nativity,  death,  resurrection,  and 
ascension,  and  the  coming  of  His  Holy  Spirit;  or 
on  His  manifestation  of  Himself  in  His  angels  and 
saints;  but  to-day  we  are  invited  to  regard  Him 
as  He  is  in  Himself,  one  God,  Three  Persons,  one 
Father  of  whom,  one  Son  through  whom,  one  Holy 
Ghost  in  whom  are  all  things,  none  before  or  after 
other,  none  greater  or  less  than  another,  but  the 
whole  Three  truly  and  substantially  One,  co-eternal 
together,  and  co-equaL 

Thus  then  it  seems  that  Trinity  Sunday,  above  all 
the  Sundays  in  the  year,  seems  to  bring  man  most 
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immediately  into  the  Presence  of  Almighty  God,  such 
as  He  is  in  Himself,  not  that  we  can  ever,  no,  nor 
any  created  being,  quite  understand  Hitn  as  He  is  in 
Himself,  the  difference  between  the  Creator  and  the 
creatures  is  too  vast,  too  unfathomable,  but  so  far  as 
He  has  opened  to  our  thoughts-  a  door,  or  a  window 
in  heaven,  and  enabled  us  to  look  in  and  see  Him  as 
He  is,  so  far  He  invites  us  especially  to  meditate  on 
Him  tliis  day;  and  there  were  two  Prophets,  two 
holy  men  of  old,  to  whom  that  door  was  especially 
opened,  one  in  the  Old,  and  the  other  in  the  New 
Testament, — the  Prophet  Ezekiel,  and  the  holy  Apostle 
St.  John.  What  St.  John  saw,  at  least  a  great  part 
of  it,  you  heard  in  the  Epistle  to-day.  A  door  is 
opened  in  heaven,  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  is 
allowed  to  look  in,  and  see  a  throne,  and  One  sitting 
thereon;  a  rainbow  round  the  throne,  and  in  the 
midst  of  it,  and  all  round  about  it,  four  living  crea- 
tures, the  four  cherubin,  day  and  night  praising  the 
thrice  holy  Lord  God  Almighty.  All  these  and  other 
mysterious  wonders  were  shewn  to  St.  John  in  the 
Spirit ;  they  had  been  shewn  also,  in  the  visions  of 
God,  a  great  many  years  before,  to  the  great  Prophet 
Ezekiel.  High  and  wonderful  are  they  indeed,  too 
high  for  any  of  us  entirely  to  understand ;  but  thus 
much  the  dullest  may  understand,  that  they  are  in- 
tended, when  we  read  or  hear  them,  to  lift  our 
thoughts  higher  than  usual,  to  bring  us  unusually 
near  His  royal  and  majestic  Presence.  Other  Scrip, 
tures  tell  us  of  His  love  to  us,  of  His  anger  against 
our  sins,  of  His  care  over  all  His  creatures,  but  these 
shew  Him  to  us  in  His  awful  and  glorious  Majesty, 
whereby  He  fills  heaven  and  earth.  True  it  is,  that 
when  we  oome  to  look  into  these  wonders,  we  find 
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them  made  still  more  wonderful  by  the  unspeakable 
wisdom  and  love,  even  toward  us  sinners,  which  they 
declare  to  Him  who  hath  understanding.  But  take 
them  at  their  first  sound,  as  a  description  and  revela- 
tion of  the  glory  of  God,  what  can  we  say  to  them, 
what  can  we  feel  concerning  them,  but  that  which 
the  twenty-four  elders  say  and  feel  in  the  Bevelation, 
and  in  Ezekiel,  the  Prophet  himself  ?  In  Revelation 
the  twenty-four  elders  fall  down  before  Him  that  sat 
on  the  throne,  and  worship  Him  that  liveth  for  ever 
and  ever,  and  cast  their  crowns  before  the  throne, 
saying,  TTiou  art  worthy,  0  Lord^  to  receive  ghry,  and 
honour^  and  power.  In  Ezekiel,  the  Prophet  behaves 
as  you  heard  in  the  text,  Thi%  was  the  appearance  of 
the  likeness  of  the  ghry  of  the  Lord ;  and  when  I  saw  ity 
I  fell  on  my  face.  This  is  the  mystery  and  the  work 
of  Trinity  Sunday.  We  see  His  glory,  what  can  we 
do  but  prostrate  ourselves  ? 

Nay,  there  is  one  thing  more  that  we  can  do.  We 
may  hearken  diligently  what  He  will  say  concerning 
us.  For  we  may  be  quite  sure  that  God  Almighty 
does  not  shew  Himself  to  His  prophets  in  the  first 
instance,  and  to  us  afterwards  by  their  word,  with- 
out some  special  meaning  which  greatly  concerns  us. 
When  the  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared,  either  to  Moses 
and  Aaron,  or  to  the  whole  congregation,  the  next 
thing  we  read  always  is.  The  Lord  spake,  saying  so 
and  so.  The  lightning  commonly  is  not  without 
thunder,  from  the  excellent  glory  there  always  comes 
a  voice.  We  then,  brethren,  beholding  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  as  we  do  on  this  great  day,  beholding  as  it  were 
summed  up  in  one  the  marvellous  strange  wonders 
of  His  mercy  to  us  and  to  His  whole  Church,  which 
have  come  separately  before  us  in  the  sevei*al  holy 
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seasons  since  last  Advent  Sunday,  what  can  we  do 
but  fall  flat  on  our  face,  and  listen  in  silence  what 
He  would  have  us  do  ?  as  St.  Paul  did  when  he 
was  struck  down  to  the  ground  by  the  vision  of  the 
Lord  whom  He  was  persecuting  on  the  way  to  Da- 
mascus ?  When  God  is  giving  us  His  light  to  read, 
learn,  and  mark  the  whole  of  His  holy  Creed,  what 
can  we  do  less  than  apply  ourselves,  with  a  true  and 
obedient  heart,  to  learn  perfectly  all  His  holy  com- 
mandments ?  The  voice  of  God  in  the  articles  of  our 
belief  will  but  be  our  heavier  condemnation  in  tho 
end,  if  we  disregard  that  other  voice  of  God,  which 
speaks  to  us  no  less  distinctly  in  the  two  tables  of 
the  Law. 

How  do  you  imagine  it  would  be  with  you,  my 
brethren,  were  any  of  you  to  have  shewn  him  such 
a  sight  as  Ezekiel  then  saw,  coming  out  of  a  fiery 
cloud  four  living  creatures,  with  the  likeness  of  a 
man,  each  one  with  four  faces  and  four  wings,  their 
wings  joined  one  to  another,  every  one  going  straight 
forward,  running  and  returning  as  the  appearance  of 
a  flash  of  lightning  ?  And  over  and  above  them, 
above  the  firmament  of  heaven,  the  likeness  of  a 
throne,  of  the  deepest  and  brightest  blue  colour,  as 
the  appearance  of  a  sapphire  stone?  What  would 
you  think  of  such  a  vision  as  this  ?  It  might  quite 
bewilder  you,  you  might  feel  that  you  knew  not  what 
to  make  of  it ;  but  surely  it  would  fill  your  heart  for 
the  time;  you  would  be  greatly  troubled  to  know 
what  it  could  mean,  and  what  would  come  of  it  to 
yourself;  and  if  you  were  at  all  religious,  you  would 
cry  inwardly  to  God  Almighty,  as  children  wheu 
alarmed  run  and  cling  to  their  parents,  to  protect  you 
and  not  let  you  take  hann.    Well  now,  brethren, 
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this  same  thing  in  mystery  is  the  very  case  of  us  all. 
For  these  same  four  living  creatures,  running  to  and 
fro  in  so  wonderful  a  way,  what  are  they  but  the  four 
holy  Evangelists  in  the  first  place,  and  in  the  next 
place,  gathered  as  it  were  in  bands  under  the  Evan- 
gelists, the  whole  multitude  of  saints  on  earth,  all 
from  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  east,  west,  north, 
and  south,  who  seek  to  be  perfect  according  to  the 
truth  of  Christ's  Gospel.  What  is  their  coming  out 
of  the  bright  and  fiery  cloud,  but  a  token  of  the  way 
of  God's  saints,  who  are  brought  out  of  darkness  and 
great  affliction  by  and  with  the  light  of  Jesus  Christ, 
God  Incarnate  ?  They  are  each  of  them  in  the  like- 
ness of  a  man,  because  they  are  all  formed  in  the 
likeness  of  Him  who  is  sometimes  called  the  Pattern 
Marij  that  is,  the  God-man,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous. 
They  have  each  four  faces  and  four  wings,  because  in 
all  their  differences  they  have  this  agreement,  that 
each  one  of  them  looks  perfectly  towards  all  parts  of 
divine  truth,  and  perfectly  speeds  himself  onward  to- 
wards all  parts  of  divine  obedience.  Their  wings  are 
joined  one  to  another,  because  they  go  on  in  such 
perfect  peace  and  agreement.  They  turn  not  when 
they  go,  but  go  each  of  them  straightforward,  be- 
cause through  God's  special  grace,  which  at  all  times 
they  call  for  by  diligent  prayer,  they  persevere  in 
their  good  beginnings,  and  go  on  from  strength  to 
strength,  straightforward,  keeping  their  first  course. 
They  run  and  return  as  the  appearance  of  a  flash  of 
lightning,  that  is,  they  are  seen  here  and  there  and 
everywhere  at  once,  thrilling  all  hearts  that  attend  to 
them  with  a  strange  sense  of  the  presence  of  the  hea- 
venly light,  gleaming  for  a  short  time  out  of  the  dark- 
ness, to  shew  us  what  brightness  God  has  in  store  for 


552  SERMON   XLYIII. 


US,  and  to  make  us  reverently  wait  for  His  voice.  Thus 
you  see  that  whoever  has  seen  or  read  of  true  and  obe- 
dient servants  of  Christ,  such  as  are  called  saints  on 
earth,  has  seen  in  reality  what  the  Prophet  saw  in 
vision  and  mystery,  the  four  living  creatures  which 
attend  on  the  throne  of  the  Most  High.  And  he  who 
has  read  or  heard  of  heaven,  and  believes  what  he  has 
read  and  heard,  he  has  before  his  mind's  eye  that 
very  throne  which  the  Prophet  saw  in  his  vision; 
above  our  firmament,  yet  so  far  like  our  firmament, 
tbat  from  its  very  deepness  and  clearness  our  mind  is. 
as  it  wore,  lost  in  it,  as  our  eye-sight  in  the  deep  clear 
blue  of  the  sapphire,  so  is  the  thought  of  heaven  to 
all  who  really  and  earnestly  think  of  it. 

Thus  you  see  that  even  you  and  I,  so  far  as  we 
have  ever  marked  the  ways  of  good  Christians,  and 
thought  of  their  reward,  have  been  aware  of  the 
wonderful  Uving  creatures,  in  our  sight,  moving 
around  us,  and  of  the  throne  of  sapphire  in  heaven. 
Now,  it  is  written  next,  that  the  Prophet  saw  upon 
the  likeness  of  the  throne  the  appearance  of  the  like- 
ness as  of  a  man  upon  it.  Who  is  that  Man,  but  He 
whom  I  have  mentioned,  the  pattern  Man,  Jesus 
Christ?  Christ  ascended  into  heaven  and  set  down 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  is  the  Man  on  the 
throne,  the  royal  throne  of  judgment,  the  throne  on 
which  He  who  sitteth  has  all  power  both  in  heaven 
and  in  earth.  And  as  it  would  seem  a  great  thing 
to  men,  seeing  with  their  bodily  eyes  the  vision  of 
the  living  creatures,  as  it  appeared  to  the  Prophet, 
if  they  came  also  to  discern,  presiding  over  all, 
a  Man  on  the  glorious  throne, — a  Mak,  a  kinsman  of 
their  own,  ruling  over  it  all — as  they  would  feel 
at  once  themselves  concerned  in  it  all,  and  would 
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hope  that  it  may  turn  to  their  good;  so  is  it 
everything,  all  in  all,  to  true  Faith,  that  she  discerns 
presiding  over  the  Church,  over  the  saints  in  all  their 
doings  and  sufferings.  One  who  is  not  ashamed  to  call 
them  Brethren  ;  nay,  and  He  not  only  calls  the  saints 
brethren,  but  even  the  worst  and  meanest  of  us  sin- 
ners, if  we  will  but  hear  Him,  and  attend  to  the  call. 
His  appearance  is  as  ^A^  appearance  of  amber ^  that  is, 
of  mixed  gold  and  silver,  because  of  the  two  natures, 
the  nature  of  God  and  the  nature  of  man,  which  are 
united  in  Him,  who  is  One  Christ.  He  hath  fire  and 
brightness  all  round  about  Him,  because  of  His  wrath 
against  sin,  which  is  a  consuming  fire,  and  because 
of  His  perfect  brightness  and  glory,  in  that  He  is 
the  express  image  of  the  Person  of  the  Father,  de- 
claring Him  to  all  the  creatures;  and  to  our  great 
comfort  there  is  a  rainbow  round  about  the  throne — 
the  appearance  of  the  brightness  round  about  is  as 
the  appearance  of  the  how  that  is  in  the  cloud  in  the  day 
of  rain.  Why  is  this  to  our  great  comfort  ?  Because 
the  rainbow  from  the  beginning  has  been  the  token 
of  God's  mercy.  It  was  given  that  men  might  un- 
derstand that  God  had  promised  to  destroy  the  world 
no  more  by  the  waters  of  a  flood.  It  is  the  token 
that  the  storm  is  past,  the  rain  quite  over  and  gone. 
Coming  as  it  doth  in  the  skirts  of  a  dark  cloud,  it 
is  the  bearer  of  God's  gracious  message  of  pardon  and 
hope  to  those  who  had  not  dared  to  look  up,  because 
the  terrors  and  threatenings  of  the  Lord,  as  a  dark 
cloud,  were  hanging  over  them.  Under  this  cloud, 
and  in  sight  of  this  rainbow;  beneath  this  awful 
throne  and  the  Man  who  is  upon  it ;  among  the  four 
living  creatures  which  move  about  in  so  wonderful 
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a  way,  we,  my  brethren,  if  wo  will  believe  it,  have 
been  abiding  all  our  lives  long;  and  such  days-^s 
this  are  appointed  in  the  Church  to  put  us  in  mind 
of  our  true  condition,  too  apt  to  be  forgotten  in  the 
hurry  and  temptations  of  the  world.  We  are  actually 
in  this  scene,  this  wonderful  order  of  things  which 
the  Prophets  describe.  The  living  creatures,  that  is, 
the  Gospels  and  the  men  who  try  to  live  by  them, 
are  with  us  in  our  Bibles,  and  in  all  good  Christians, 
whom  we  know,  or  have  heard  or  read  of.  We  have 
been  told  of  heaven,  that  throne  above  the  firmament, 
the  throne  of  God,  and  of  Him  that  sitteth  thereon. 
From  the  very  beginning  of  our  lives  we  have  been 
brought  up  under  the  shelter  of  Christ's  redeeming 
mercy.  The  rainbow — ^the  token  of  His  covenant — 
has  been  with  us  continually ;  it  has  enlightened  our 
few  and  evil  days ;  it  has  kept  our  hopes  alive.  This 
has  been  our  condition,  whether  or  no  we  are  con- 
scious of  it  ourselves.  The  angels  know  it,  and  so 
do  the  saints,  both  the  living  and  the  departed,  so 
far  as  they  know  anything  of  us.  They  know  our 
true  condition,  and  so  do  the  evil  spirits,  who  are 
night  and  day  contriving  to  make  the  worst  of  it. 
How  strange  to  all  these,  knowing,  wise,  watchful 
spirits,  must  appear  the  behaviour  of  the  ordinary 
sort  of  Christians:  going  on  in  the  midst  of  these 
wonders,  yet  behaving,  for  the  most  part,  as  if  they 
knew  nothing  at  all  of  them.  For  instance,  here  are 
so  many  of  us.  Christian  men,  women,  and  children^ 
come  to  church  on  this  day.  And  by  the  reading 
of  God's  holy  Word,  here  within  this  very  hour, 
a  door  hath  been  opened  to  us  in  heaven ;  we  have 
been  permitted  and  earnestly  invited  to  look  in  and 


SERMON  XLVIII.  555 


see  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  to  hear  His 
voice,  and  the  voice  of  the  living  creatures  praising 
Him ;  we  have  in  some  sort  been  witnesses  how  the 
living  creatures  serve  Him  and  wait  upon  Him,  not 
resting  day  or  night.  And  what  are  we  doing  ?  What 
has  been  our  mind  and  thoughts  on  all  these  ap- 
pearances of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  ?  Ezekiel  fell  on 
his  face ;  there  may  perhaps  be  some  even  here  to- 
day, who  may  not  have  had  so  much  feeling,  so  much 
reverence  for  our  Lord,  as  to  have  fallen  on  their 
knees.  Ezekiel,  when  he  saw  the  vision,  lay  very 
still  to  hear  the  voice,  what  it  should  direct  him  to 
do.  He  had  full  purpose  of  heart  to  do  as  the  Lord 
should  command.  How  many  good  resolutions  shall 
we  carry  home,  each  one  of  us  to-day  ?  Alas,  I  fear 
that  if  we  are  to  measure  the  profit  of  to-day  by  that 
of  former  services,  we  must  look  for  little  good :  so 
many  never  try  to  attend,  so  many  forget  as  soon 
as  they  have  heard;  so  many  remember,  who  are 
little  careful  to  practise ;  so  few  as  yet  have  the  true 
instinct  of  religious  reverence  in  their  hearts.  This 
is  all  very  sad,  but  by  His  great  mercy  it  is  not  too 
late  to  amend.  Fall  prostrate,  my  brethren,  try  to 
fall  prostrate  in  your  hearts,  with  deepest  awe  and 
reverence,  even  now,  before  you  leave  the  church; 
and  hearken  after  His  voice;  be  ready  to  hear  and 
obey  when  He  next  speaks  to  you,  when  Ho  next 
in  any  way  signifies  what  He  would  have  you  do. 
This  day  the  Church,  having  as  it  were  completed 
her  Creed,  seems  to  say  to  you,  Now  go  home  and 
turn  it  into  practice,  now  you  know  what  great 
things  have  been  done  for  you,  what  holy  company 
you  are   in.      Listen  after  the   Lord^s  voice,   and 
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obey  it.  The  saints  are  watching  you,  Christ  is 
waiting  to  judge  you.  In  the  name  of  the  holy 
and  Eternal  Trinity,  Throe  Persons  and  One  God, 
go  forth,  and  wherever  you  are,  think  on  these 
things,  and  do  these  things. 

HUBSLET, 

June  6,  1852. 


Trinity  Sunday. 
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"  The  Lord  direct  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  Ood,  and 
into  the  patient  waiting  for  Christ.^* 

THAT  which,  we  do  constantly  at  the  end  of  ser- 
mons, it  is  suitable  for  us  this  day  to  do  at  the 
beginning  also.  It  is  very  meet,  right,  and  our 
bounden  duty,  that  we  should  at  this  time  especially 
acknowledge  with  our  lips,  and  on  the  knees  of  our 
heart  confess,  the  holy,  blessed  and  glorious  Trinity, 
Three  Persons  and  One  Ood,  and  renew  with  all 
possible  earnestness  the  holy  dedication  which  was 
made  to  Him  in  baptism  and  confirmation,  of  our- 
selves, our  souls  and  bodies.  We  ought  at  this  time 
solemnly  to  refresh  in  our  foreheads  the  mark  and 
stamp  of  the  saving  Cross,  which  is  the  token  of  our 
belonging  for  ever  to  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ohost,  into  whose  Name  we  were  baptized. 
That  is  the  first  thing  for  a  Christian  to  do,  when  the 
sun  rises,  on  Trinity  Sunday  especially.  And  to  assist 
us  in  such  holy  and  devout  thoughts,  the  Spirit  of 
Ood  has  provided  us  with  not  a  few  sayings  in  Holy 
Scripture  like  that  of  St.  Paul  in  the  text :  ITie  Lord 
direct  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God^  and  into  the 
patient  waiting  for  Christ.  You  may  see  plainly,  my 
brethren,  that  in  those  words,  as  in  all  solemn  bene- 
dictions, the  Apostle  turns  our  thoughts  towards  the 
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Three  Divine  Persons  as  One.  For  who  is  Lord, 
who  is  here  called  upon  to  direct  the  hearts  of  God's 
people  into  good  things,  but  God  the  Holy  Ghost, 
who  sanctifieth  us  and  all  the  elect  people  of  God? 
And  who  is  that  God,  to  the  love  of  whom  we  pray 
that  our  hearts  may  bo  directed,  but  the  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  God  the  Father,  who  made  us 
and  all  the  world  ?  And  who  is  that  Christ  for  whom 
we  are  patiently  to  wait,  but  God  the  Son,  who  hath 
redeemed  us  and  all  mankind,  and  who  before  long 
will  come  to  judge  us?  Thus  you  see  that  St.  PauPs 
kind  wish  for  his  flock  contains  in  itself  a  plain  ac- 
knowledgment of  all  the  Three  Persons  of  the  blessed 
everlasting  IVinity. 

The  same  words  contain  also  an  account  of  the  way 
in  which  the  work  of  those  Three  Persons,  their  mar- 
vellous work  in  the  salvation  of  sinners,  is  brought 
home  and  fulfilled  in  the  heart  of  every  one  of  us. 
It  is  by  the  Lord,  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  came  down 
on  the  Church  on  Whitsunday,  and  on  each  one  of 
us  at  our  baptism  and  confirmation,  abiding  in  the 
soul  and  body  of  each  one,  to  teach  and  build  up  and 
perfect  us  in  two  things — the  love  of  God,  and  the 
patient  waiting  for  Christ.  To  love  God  earnestly 
and  really,  is  all  in  all  to  us,  our  duty  here,  and  our 
happiness  hereafter;  but  we  cannot  be  perfect  in  it 
here ;  we  must  wait  patiently  for  that  until  our  Sa- 
viour return  from  heaven  to  make  us  perfect.  In 
the  meantime  we  must  be  very  patient,  patient  in  the 
pain,  and  sorrow,  and  fear,  which  God  may  send  on  us 
for  our  trial,  patient  in  the  long  delay  of  the  relief 
which  He  has  promised  us,  and  in  the  disappointment 
continually  arising  from  our  own  faults  and  frailties, 
and  the  untoward  circumstances  of  the  world  in  which 
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we  live.  We  must  be  patient  in  evil,  and  wait  quietly 
for  good,  and  look  for  no  good  but  in  Christ.  This 
is  the  lesson  of  the  Holy  Ohost,  which  He  is  come 
down  to  write  in  our  hearts,  and  if  we  will  receive 
and  keep  it,  then  the  most  Holy  Trinity,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  will  be  our  God ;  and  His  threefold 
work  of  creation,  redemption,  sanctification,  will  take 
full  effect  on  us  and  abide  with  us  for  ever. 

But  now  I  wish  it  to  be  considered,  for  whom  the 
great  and  holy  Apostle  offers  up  this  affectionate 
prayer,  on  whom  he  so  pronounces  this  fatherly  bene- 
diction. He  pronounces  it,  my  brethren,  on  U8 ;  ou 
you  and  me,  and  all  who  are  here  present;  on  all 
Christians  who  shall  ever  hear  or  read  the  words 
out  of  the  Bible.  For  although  they  were  addressed 
in  the  first  place  to  the  believers  of  one  Church  only, 
the  Church  of  Thessalonica,  eighteen  hundred  years 
ago,  yet  the  Holy  Spirit  which  caused  the  words  to 
be  written,  caused  them  also  to  be  preserved,  and  read 
and  heard  by  us  and  by  all  Christians,  as  being  in- 
tended by  Him  for  all.  They  are  St.  PauPs  blessing 
pronounced  on  us,  as  truly  as  if  .we  had  been  at 
Thessalonica  at  that  time,  and  had  been  by  at  the 
first  opening  and  reading  of  his  letter.  For  it  was 
the  nature  of  the  true,  heavenly.  Apostolic  charity 
to  seek  and  pray  for  the  good  not  only  of  the  people 
then  living,  and  of  their  immediate  children,  but  of 
all  that  were  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our 
God  should  call.  And  besides,  consider,  my  bre- 
thren, those  very  Thessalonians  to  whom  the  Apostle 
was  writing,  what  were  they  so  very  near  to  him, 
and  so  dearly  beloved,  that  he  should  so  earnestly 
bless  them,  and  be  ready  to  have  imparted  unto  them, 
not  the  Gospel  of  God  only,  but  even  his  own  soul, 
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because  they  were  dear  unto  him?  If  you  count 
the  days,  it  was  not  so  veiy  long  since  he  had  be- 
come at  all  acquainted  with  them.  But  his  heart, 
full  of  love  to  Christ,  overflowed  also  with  like  afltec- 
tion  to  those  for  whom  Christ  died.  Night  and  day 
he  was  wishing  them  the  best  of  blessings,  alike 
when  he  was  with  them  and  when  he  was  far  away. 
So  ought  we  to  wish  and  pray  for  all  for  whom 
Christ  died,  but  more  especially  for  those  who  like 
these  Thessalonians,  had  received  the  word  with  a 
willing  and  obedient  heart,  in  much  ajjliction^  with  joy 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  And  what  we  must  wish  and 
pray  for,  that  wo  must  also  help  as  we  best  may 
by  our  alms,  and  in  such  other  ways  as  the  provi- 
dence of  God  may  have  brought  within  our  reach. 
Otherwise  our  prayers  are  but  words,  and  our  wishes 
vain  fancies,  of  no  profit  to  our  brethren,  and  to  our- 
selves rather  hurtful,  as  encouraging  us  to  think  our- 
selves good,  while  in  fact  we  are  only  having  a  plea- 
Bant  dream  about  goodness. 

Now,  my  brethren,  you  will  perhaps  have  begun 
to  perceive  which  way  I  would  guide  your  thoughts. 
As  St.  Paul  wished  and  prayed  for  the  richest  bless- 
ings of  the  most  Holy  and  bountiful  Trinity,  to  com- 
fort the  hearts  of  his  beloved  Thessalonians  and  sta- 
blish  them  in  every  good  word  and  work ;  as  he  not 
only  wished  and  asked  for  them  the  very  best,  but 
laboured  also  and  denied  himself  day  and  night  in 
their  behalf,  he  very  gladly  spent  and  was  spent  for 
them ;  so  ought  we,  when  holy  and  good  works  are 
going  on,  works  ordained  by  Almighty  God  for  the 
good  of  the  souls  for  which  Christ  died;  God  forbid 
we  should  ever  be  wanting,  either  in  our  prayers,  or 
in  what  little  else  we  can  do.    Two  such  works  are 
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now  before  us:  the  one,  little  in  comparison,  but 
very  near  to  ourselves,  and  likely,  as  we  hope,  by 
God's  blessing,  not  to  be  little  nor  trifling  in  its  good 
effects  on  the  sheep  of  Christ  in  this  fold ;  I  mean, 
that  which  you  are  all  aware  of,  the  opening  of  our 
new  Schoolroom,  a  help  which  has  come  to  us, 
through  God's  good  providence,  among  the  many 
blessings  and  mercies  of  this  holy  and  joyful  season 
of  Whitsuntide.  It  will  be,  if  we  use  it  rightly, 
a  very  great  help  indeed  to  the  training  of  these  little 
ones  in  the  faith  of  the  most  Holy  Trinity,  in  the 
love  of  God,  and  in  the  patient  waiting  for  Christ; 
but  observe,  we  must  use  it  rightly ;  not  only  those 
who  are  engaged  in  teaching,  nor  the  children  only 
who  are  taught,  but  the  parishioners  generally,  and 
very  particularly  those  among  us  who  are  parents, 
and  those  who  employ  boys  or  girls  in  any  kind  of 
labour,  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  a  great  deal  if 
they  will  towards  the  hindering  or  helping  such 
a  school  as  ours,  in  the  work  for  which  God  intended 
it,  of  feeding  Christ's  lambs.  This  is  so  plain  that 
one  would  hardly  think  of  mentioning  it,  only  that 
there  are  so  many  who,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
scarcely  seem  to  give  it  a  thought.  F9r  instance, 
if  parents  would  but  lay  out  their  time,  and  manage 
to  get  errands  done,  and  other  matters  looked  to  out 
of  school  hours,  they  might  keep  their  sons  and 
daughters  to  school  far  more  regularly  than  they  do ; 
and  I  need  not  tell  you  that  without  regular  attend- 
ance the  best  teacher  can  only  half  instruct.  If  they 
would  resolutely  refuse  their  children  all  foolish  in- 
dulgence in  respect  of  staying  away  for  days  or  half 
days  when  there  is  no  reason  for  so  doing ;  if  when 
the  children  are  in  fault,  they  would  steadily  decline 
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taking  their  part;  above  all,  if  they  would  so  live 
and  converse  as  not  to  contradict  by  word  or  example 
what  they  send  their  children  to  learn ;  there  would 
be  less  chance  than  now  there  is  of  our  schools  failing 
to  do  their  work,  less  danger  of  fathers  and  mothers 
being  found  at  the  Last  Day  with  the  blood  of  those 
poor  innocents  upon  them,  whom  the  Church  oflfered 
to  save,  but  these,  their  own  parents,  oared  not  to 
have  them  saved.  And  if  I  may,  I  could  wish  just 
in  one  word  to  suggest  to  those  who  employ  young 
people,  how  very  much  good  they  too  have  it  in  their 
power  to  do,  if  they  could  but  bear  in  mind  that 
there  are  certain  helps:  a  Sunday,  sometimes  an 
evening  school,  confirmation  classes,  and  the  like, 
which  the  young  people  may  have  the  full  benefit  of, 
by  a  little  forethought  on  their  employer's  part ;  but 
as  it  is,  they  are  not  always  made  the  most  of. 

But  it  is  time  to  say  something  of  the  other  good 
work,  far  greater  than  what  I  have  spoken  of,  but 
far  more  distant  firom  us,  in  which  however  we  have 
been  called  this  week  to  bear  a  part.  For  you  know 
as  well  as  I  do,  and  I  hope  you  are  as  glad  as  I  am, 
that  we  have  been  permitted  to  open  our  new  school- 
room, not  exactly  with  school- work,  yet  with  a  hum- 
ble endeavour  to  help  a  work  of  the  same  kind — a 
great  and  blessed  missionary  work.  And  I  should 
hope  that  we  may  be  all  found  the  readier  and  more 
eager  to  give  to  the  mission  what  little  we  can  spare, 
the  less  we  have  been  called  upon  to  offer  to  our  own 
school-work.  If  God's  good  providence  has  taken 
care  of  the  education  of  our  poorer  neighbours'  chil- 
dren, and  has  furnished  them  a  school,  with  little 
or  no  expense  to  many  of  us,  those  who  are  so  spared 
will,  I  dare  say,  feel  themselves  so  much  the  more 
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bound  to  cast  their  mite  into  Ood's  treasury  for  those 
poor  children  on  the  other  side  of  the  world.  We 
have  every  encouragement  to  do  so,  from  what  we 
are  told  both  of  the  children  themselves,  and  of  the 
great  and  good  pastor  who  is  gathering  them,  as 
lambs  without  a  shepherd,  into  Christ's  fold.  Very 
touching  and  beautiful  are  the  accounts  that  are  sent 
us  of  the  behaviour  of  those  little  ones  whom  the 
Bishop  of  New  Zealand  carries  back  with  him,  one  of 
a  village,  as  the  Prophet  says,  and  two  of  a  family, 
out  of  their  own  dark  heathenism,  and  bringeth  them 
unto  Zion,  to  the  safe  shelter  of  his  happy  Christian 
college.  They  come  from  islands  where  revenge  and 
battle  and  murder  are  almost  the  daily  employment 
of  the  people;  where,  when  persons  grow  old  and 
useless,  or  are  supposed  to  be  incurably  ill,  the  re- 
ceived rule  is  to  put  them  to  death  out  of  the  way  > 
where  no  God  is  known,  but  only  bad  spirits  are 
feared ;  but  under  the  more  than  parental  care  of  the 
Bishop  and  his  Christian  household  they  soon  begin 
to  know  something  of  the  only  true  God,  and  of  His 
Son  Jesus  Christ ;  and  instead  of  the  wild  and  rude 
talk  of  savages,  their  words  and  thoughts  are  such 
as  the  following.  When  the  priest  was  teaching 
them,  and  speaking  to  them  of  God  and  of  Christ, 
that  we  could  not  see  them  now,  but  God  saw  us, 
and  when  he  added,  ^^but  you  will  see  Jesus  one 
day,"  they  answered  eagerly,  "  Me  see  Jesus  I  when 
me  see  Him?"  "When  you  die  you  will  see  Him, 
if  you  are  good  He  will  love  you,  and  say.  Come 
herel"  They  were  very  grave,  and  one  of  them 
burst  into  tears,  repeating,  "  Me  see  Jesus,  and  He 
say.  Come  here,  not  go  away!"  They  are  full  of 
life  and  spirit,  and  very  quick  at  some  kinds  of  leam-> 
ing;  they  are  also  admirable  in  telling  the  truth; 
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but  the  climate  does  not  exactly  agree  with  them, 
and  when  the  winter  comes  on,  it  seems  necessary  to 
take  them  back  to  their  own  islands,  fifteen  hundred 
miles  off.  This  is  a  sad  interruption,  yet  in  one  sense 
it  seems  to  tend  providentially  rather  to  the  further- 
ance of  the  Gospel;  for  it  takes  the  Bishop  yearly 
among  those  islanders,  who  seem  as  if  they  could 
hardly  help  admiring  and  trusting  him,  and  the 
youths  themselves  make  known  the  truth  very  effec- 
tually in  their  simple  way ;  for  instance,  one  of  them, 
when  asked  what  he  should  tell  his  people  when  he 
got  home,  said,  "I  shall  say.  One  God;  one  God 
very  good,  all  good.  God  made  you,  made  me,  made 
everything.     If  you  be  good,  God  will  love  you." 

Two  or  three  of  the  youths  have  fallen  sick  and 
have  died  at  the  college,  and  there  was  fear  of  this 
exciting  a  prejudice  against  us,  when  their  parents 
and  friends  should  come  to  know  it ;  but  it  appears 
by  the  last  account  that  it  was  quite  otherwise. 
During  the  last  voyage,  from  which  the  Bishop  re- 
turned in  October,  "  it  pleased  God  to  bless  them  in 
a  singular  way.  Surely  His  angel  went  before  them 
and  kept  them  from  all  harm.  They  were  every 
where  well  received,  and  the  wind  and  waves  were 
still.  They  had  not  a  single  storm  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  the  voyage ;  and  the  intricate  naviga- 
tion in  new  places  was  conducted  with  great  success. 
They  have  brought  back  a  goodly  party,  three  or  four 
old  friends,  and  a  host  of  new  ones — twenty-four  boys 
and  two  girls — the  Bishop  might  have  carried  off  the 
whole  population  of  the  islands,  if  he  would.  The 
competition  was,  who  should  come.  The  field  is 
opening  visibly,  and  if  perseverance  and  the  alms  of 
the  faithful  are  not  wanting,  a  harvest  will  follow  on 
the  seed  sown.    One  island,  called  Ifare,  seems  to  be 
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almost  wholly  converted;  they  give  up  all  heathen 
customs,  and  cruel  ways,  and  even  all  fighting.  There 
is  a  congregation  of  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand 
people  every  Sunday,  coming  a  long  distance  with 
bare  feet  over  coral  rocks ;  a  lot  of  young  men  under 
training,  who  live  close  to  the  church  and  the  teach- 
er's house,  and  attend  daily  school,  and  children  in- 
numerable. What  they  learn,  may  be  judged  by  the 
last  hours  of  one  who  died  in  the  college  in  New 
Zealand,  a  lad  of  seventeen.  When  he  was  near 
dying,  at  his  own  desire  he  was  baptized,  his  know- 
ledge being  first  tried  and  approved.  He  lived  just 
a  week  longer,  and  shewed  many  signs  of  real  faith 
and  comfort  in  the  Gospel.  If  he  ever  cried  about 
his  father  whom  he  had  left  at  home,  one  word  about 
his  Heavenly  Father  would  soothe  him.  He  took 
great  pleasure  in  looking  at  a  picture  of  the  good 
Shepherd,  and  talking  about  Jesus  and  His  lambs. 
He  used  to  read  his  own  little  English  book,  out  of 
which  he  had  been  taught  to  know  and  love  his  God 
and  Saviour;  and  would  specially  like  to  hear  the 
Easter  Hymn  and  Lord's  Prayer,  as  he  knew  them 
best  and  could  join  in  them.  During  the  last  few 
nights  he  would  often  say  to  any  one  that  was 
watching  by  his  bedside,  *Why  do  you  not  go 
to  bed?'  *why  do  you  not  sleep?'  and  would  shew 
great  considerateness  for  his  attendants,  doing  every* 
thing  he  was  told  most  readily  and  patiently.  He 
had  his  father  written  to,  bidding  him  not  be  angry 
with  the  white  men  for  his  son's  death ;  and  in  ten 
minutes  after  he  was  gone,  very  easily  and  quietly, 
the  same  boy  that  had  taught  him  before  about  his 
baptism  kneeled  down  by  his  bedside  and  prayed 
aloud,  while  his  cousin  at  his  head  sat  weeping  bit- 
terly and  saying,  Alas  my  brother  I"  and  the  Bishop 
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commended  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  the 
first  fruits  of  the  Church  at  Lifu. 

Surely,  my  brethren,  these  things  have  not  hap- 
pened in  vain ;  surely  we  may  well  believe  that  He 
has  mighty  blessings  in  store,  both  for  those  islanders 
and  for  those  who  shall  minister  to  them,  if  only 
those  who  can  give  will  not  be  wanting  in  providing 
the  means.  It  is  computed  that  for  every  £10  put 
into  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand's  hands  for  this 
mission  among  the  islands,  one  youth  may  be  trained 
in  the  college  for  a  year.  But  who  can  compute  the 
immense  treasure  of  good  which  God  in  His  mercy 
may  bring  out  of  every  such  conversion,  since  the 
learners  will  be  in  a  manner  so  many  teachers  and 
missionaries  in  their  turn  ?  let  us  make  haste,  my 
brethren,  and  oflfer  what  little  we  can  spare.  How 
can  we  better  shew  ourselves  thankful  to  Him  who 
has  done  so  much  for  us  and  for  our  children  ?  How 
can  we  more  acceptably  honour  the  Holy  Blessed  and 
Glorious  Trinity,  now  on  His  own  day,  than  by 
sacrificing  as  we  may  of  our  substance  to  enable 
those,  His  true  shepherds,  to  seal  and  bless  in  His 
name  more  and  more  of  such  childlike  and  confiding 
little  ones  ?  It  is  but  a  little  thing  for  each  one  of 
us  to  do,  yet  by  God's  mercy  it  may  swell  into  a 
great  blessing  for  ourselves^  if  only  it  be  dutifully 
done ;  even  as  concerning  them  it  is  promised,  A  little 
one  shall  become  a  thousand^  and  a  small  one  a  strong 
nation  ;  I  the  Lard  will  hasten  it  in  his  time. 


HVBflLET, 

May  22,  1853. 


Trinity  Sunday ,  and  New  Zealand  Mission  • 
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PSALM  Ixxvi.  10. 
*'  The  fierceness  of  man  shall  turn  to  Thy  praise.^' 

WHEN  we  look  into  Holy  Scripture  to  see  what  it 
says  about  war  and  peace,  we  find  two  sets  of  pro- 
phecies, the  one  of  which  seems  to  be  directly  con- 
trary to  the  other.     More  than  once  in  the  Old  Testa* 
ment  we  are  told  concerning  the  kingdom  of  heayeUi 
that  is,  the  holy  Church  which  was  to  be  set  up  in 
the  earth,    They  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plow* 
shares^  and  their  spears  into  pruning  ^  hooks :   nation 
shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation^  neither  shall  they 
learn  war  any  more.     And  when  the  Psalmist  is  draw- 
ing attention  to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  in  setting  up 
the  city  of  God,  His  Church,  this  is  how  he  speaks : 
0  come  hither  and  behold  the  works  of  God^  what  cfe- 
struction  He  hath  brought  upon  the  earth:  He  maketh 
wars  to  cease  in  all  the  world^  He  breaketh  the  bow  and 
knappeth  the  spear  in  sunder^  and  bumeth  the  chariots  in 
the  fire.  Another  Prophet  says,  /  will  break  the  bow  and 
the  sword  and  the  battle  out  of  the  earth,  and  will  cause 
thee  to  lie  down  safely.     And  another  :    /  wiU  cut  off 
the  chariot  from  Ephraim^  and  the  horse  from  Jerusa* 
Um  ;  and  the  battle-bow  shaU  be  cut  off;   and  He  shall 
speak  peace  unto  the  heathen.     And  our  Lord  is  called 
in  so  many  words,  The  Prince  of  Peace.     And  all  of 
us,  even  our  young  children,  know  the  Christmas 
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hymn  sung  at  His  birth.  And  accordingly  in  the  New 
Testament  St.  Paul,  speaking  of  our  Lord,  says,  He 
is  our  Peace :  He  came  and  preached  Peace  unto  you 
which  were  afar  off  and  to  them  that  were  nigh. 

Such  words  as  those  would  lead  us  to  expect  that 
among  Christian  people  at  least  there  would  be  no 
more  war  at  all.  But  in  other  prophecies,  especially 
those  of  our  Lord  Himself  and  His  chosen  Apostles, 
we  hear  what  is  just  contrary  to  all  this.  As  I  pointed 
out  to  you  last  Sunday,  the  very  time  when  this 
Gospel  of  the  kingdom  is  to  be  preached  in  all  the 
world  for  a  witness  to  all  nations,  will  be  a  time  of 
wars  and  rumours  of  wars,  nation  rising  against  na- 
tion and  kingdom  against  kingdom ;  the  very  times 
in  which  all  people  will  be  more  and  more  profess- 
ing themselves  ChristiunSj  will  be  times  of  war  and 
commotion,  far  at  least  from  that  quiet  peace  and 
brotherly  love  which  one  should  look  for  in  so  holy 
a  family.  The  Book  of  Revelation  more  especially 
would  prepare  us  to  be  so  disappointed.  It  is  full  of 
sad  visions  of  power  given  to  one  or  another  to  take 
peace  from  the  earth,  and  that  men  should  kill  one 
another ;  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  world  perishing 
with  sword  and  with  hunger  and  with  pestilence  and 
with  beasts  of  the  earth ;  of  the  third  part  of  men 
killed  by  new  kinds  of  fearful  armies ;  of  the  nations 
gathered  to  war  against  God's  people.  Not  till  after 
the  great  change  of  the  last  day  are  we  led  to  expect 
an  end  of  warfare  and  death.  In  short,  the  warn* 
ings  of  the  Bible  are  so  expressed,  that  some  of  them, 
taken  by  themselves,  appear  to  foretel  a  state  of  per- 
fect peace ;  others,  taken  in  like  manner  by  themselves^ 
appear  no  less  positively  to  foretel  times  of  cruel  war, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world :  and  that^  after  thd 
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world  should  outwardly  have  come  to  profess  and  call 
itself  Christian. 

Now  what  is  the  explanation  of  this  ?  for  we  know 
that  our  Lord  is  the  very  truth,  and  He  cannot  con- 
tradict nor  deny  Himself.  Both  sorts  of  sayings, 
we  may  be  sure,  are  and  will  be  fulfilled  :  for  God  is 
not  a  maUy  that  He  shotUd  lie,  nor  the  Son  of  tnan^  that 
He  should  repent :  hath  He  said^  and  shall  He  not  do  it? 
or  hath  He  spoken^  and  shall  He  not  make  it  good? 
Depend  upon  it,  both  war  and  peace  are  in  our  con- 
dition, as  the  Prophets  foretold  they  would  be :  peace, 
80  far  as  men  believe  and  obey  their  Saviour,  and 
work  under  Him  in  order  to  His  merciful  purpose; 
war,  and  tumult,  and  cruel  blood-shedding,  because  so 
many  will  go  on,  and  that  even  to  the  end,  indulging 
their  own  wicked  selfishness,  and  refusing  to  walk  in 
love.  One  of  Christ's  holy  Apostles  plainly  tells  us 
of  this  matter.  From  whence  come  wars  and  fightings 
among  you  ?  come  they  not  hence^  even  of  your  lusts 
which  war  in  your  members  ?  Ye  lust^  and  have  not; 
ye  kill  and  desire  to  have^  and  cannot  obtain :  ye  fight 
and  war,  yet  ye  have  not^  because  ye  ask  not.  To  all 
those  who  believe  and  love,  the  good  prophecies  are 
accomplished  inwardly  in  each  man's  heart,  and  out- 
wardly, so  far  as  those  around  them  are  of  the  same 
good  mind.  But  as  evil,  unhappily,  so  far  as  we  can 
see,  prevails  against  good  in  this  present  world,  as 
even  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  so  far  as  it  is  visible, 
iniquity  abounds,  and  the  love  of  the  many  waxes 
cold,  so  the  good  and  bright  prophecies,  when  we 
read  them,  sound  rather  like  an  account  of  the  pur- 
pose and  te^dency  of  the  gospel,  what  fruit  it  would 
bear,  if  all  men  were  obedient  to  it,  and  what  it  will 
bear  in  the  world  to  come :  but  the  sad  and  alarming 
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prophecies  must  be  taken  as  a  true  warning  of  what 
was  really  to  come,  what  the  several  generations  of 
Christ's  people  should  see  with  their  eyes  here  upon 
earth. 

And  now  observe  this  wonderful  and  gracious  cir- 
cumstance, that  our  Almighty  Father  in  His  good 
providence  so  overrules  the  wars  and  tumults  which 
our  manifold  sins  bring  upon  us,  as  to  make  them  not 
hindrances  but  helps  to  the  perfect  peace  of  His  elect. 
As  St.  Paul  says  of  the  persecutions  which  he  had  to 
endure.  The  things  which  have  happened  unto  me  have 
turned  out  ratJier  unto  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel^  so 
it  may  be  said,  The  wars  which  from  time  to  time 
happen  among  God's  people,  and  seem  as  if  they  were 
making  void  His  promise  of  peace,  are  made  by  Him 
to  turn  out  rather  to  the  furtherance  of  His  kingdom 
in  all  hearts  which  will  receive  it,  that  kingdom  which 
is  righteousness^  peace^  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  You 
heard  it  just  now  in  my  text  out  of  the  Psalm,  TTia 
fierceness  of  man  shall  turn  to  Thy  praise.  As  much  as 
to  say,  God,  who  ruleth  all,  gives  such  a  turn  to  the 
wild  passions  of  those  who  stir  up  war  upon  earth, 
that  without  any  intention  of  theirs,  yea,  just  con- 
trary to  all  that  they  intend,  their  doings,  in  one  way 
or  another,  cause  His  holy  Name  to  be  glorified, 
and  His  blessed  kingdom,  the  Church,  enlarged.  It 
is  a  kind  of  law  in  His  government  of  the  world. 
Look  back  to  the  very  first  war  the  Bible  tells  us  of : 
Abram  disturbed  in  his  quiet  home,  and  his  nephew, 
Lot,  carried  away  by  his  enemies:  what  a  trouble 
it  seemed  I  what  a  hindrance  to  the  good  example 
which  Lot  was  setting  among  his  wicked  neighbours 
at  Sodom  I  but  the  Lord  ordered  it  so,  that  it  gave 
oooasion  to  Abram's  meetipg  Melohizedeok,  and  le. 
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ceiving  bread  and  wine  from  him  with  a  special  bless- 
ing)  in  token  of  what  Jesus  our  King  and  Priest  was 
to  do  for  us  in  Holy  Communion.  As  we  read  on,  we 
come  to  Pharaoh,  how  his  fierce  and  hard  heart  did 
but  give  trial  to  the  Israelites'  faith,  and  occasion  to 
God  to  shew  greater  mercy.  Then  there  is  Goliah, 
with  his  might  and  boastfulness,  made  an  instrument 
to  glorify  David,  whom  the  Lord  delighted  to  honour. 
Then  Sennacherib,  who  was  for  a  time  the  rod  of 
God's  anger  and  the  staff  in  His  hand  to  punish 
transgressors ;  how  did  the  angel  of  the  Lord  over- 
throw him  in  a  moment,  whereby  all  the  kingdoms 
of  the  earth  might  know  that  our  God  is  the  Lord, 
even  He  only.  Further  on,  God  shews  His  hand 
reached  out  in  mercy  to  the  fierce  conquerors  them- 
selves :  for  it  is  most  remarkable,  that  whereas  there 
have  been  four  chief  empires  in  the  world,  each  in  its 
turn  the  great  enemy  of  the  Church,  each  a  perfect 
ensample  of  the  fierceness  of  maUj  every  one  of  those, 
in  its  turn,  has  been  brought  to  acknowledge  Him 
who  is  over  all,  and  reverently  to  own  His  Presence 
in  His  own  people.  Nebuchadnezzar,  we  know,  was 
miraculously  humbled  by  the  loss  and  restoration  of 
his  senses,  and  so  brought  to  praise  and  extol  and 
honour  the  King  of  Heaven^  and  to  own  that  those  who 
walk  in  pride  He  is  able  to  abase.  Cyrus,  King  of 
Persia,  as  soon  as  he  had  overthrown  Babylon,  sub- 
mitted himself  to  the  voice  of  God  commanding  him 
to  let  his  captives  go  free,  and  help  them  to  build 
His  city  and  temple.  Alexander  the  Great  had  a 
vision,  which  caused  him  to  honour  the  High-priest 
of  the  Jews  when  he  saw  him,  and  to  spare  the  people 
because  they  were  God^s  own  people.  And,  to  name 
no  more,  the  great  and  mighty  Boman  empire,  after 
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persecuting  the  Church  for  300  years,  and  making 
her  glorious  by  the  blood  of  thousands  of  martyrs, 
bowed  itself  before  her  and  became  as  a  servant  to 
nurse  and  bring  up  children  for  her,  when  the  Em- 
peror Constantino  turned  Christian. 

Since  then  the  fierceness  of  man,  in  all  the  great 
wars  and  proud  conquerors  which  have  been  since  the 
world  began,  has  always  turned  to  the  praise  of  God, 
who  only  knoweth  how  to  curb  and  refrain  their 
fierceness,  we  are  not  to  doubt,  that  at  this  present 
time  also,  the  fierce  war  which  He  for  our  sins 
has  permitted  to  fall  upon  us,  will  somehow  or  other 
help  to  do  the  work  of  His  kingdom.  Indeed,  my 
brethren,  we  may  see  already,  and  that  in  very  many- 
ways,  how  our  Lord  is  turning  this  sad  calamity  to 
the  good  of  them  that  love  Him.  I  will  mention  just 
a  few  well-known  instances.  You  know  how  light 
and  thoughtless  soldiers  are  apt  to  be  in  ordinary- 
times,  how  much  in  danger  of  giving  themselves  up 
to  mere  amusement,  forgetting  their  God ;  now  I  have 
been  told  by  one  who  was  present,  that  when  the 
time  came  for  our  men  to  leave  the  camp  where  they 
had  been  long  waiting,  and  start  on  active  and  very 
dangerous  service,  there  was  a  manifest  change  in  the 
general  demeanour  of  the  army,  both  officers  and 
soldiers  ;  they  became  more  earnest  and  manly,  as 
feeling  that  they  knew  not  how  soon  they  might  have 
to  die  a  violent  death.  Many  prepared  themselves  by 
Holy  Communion ;  many  (I  thank  God  for  it)  shewed 
afterwards  by  their  behaviour  in  the  battle-field  and 
in  the  hour  of  death,  that  the  fierceness  of  man,  call- 
ing them  out  to  a  cruel  war,  had  been  a  means  in 
the  good  hand  of  their  God  for  helping  them  on  to- 
wards perfect,  everlasting  peace.    And  we  may  hope 
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that  it  was  so  on  both  sides.  If  our  officers  and 
soldiers  were  observed,  while  they  were  lying  down 
in  the  pause  before  the  grand  attack  on  the  Alma,  to 
take  out  their  Bibles  or  Prayer-books,  many  of  them, 
for  a  few  moments  of  prayer  or  holy  thought ;  it  is 
touching  to  be  told  that  the  Bussians  also,  on  their 
side,  were  found,  many  of  them,  with  their  hands 
clasped  in  death  over  something  which  they  carried 
about  with  them  to  put  them  in  mind  of  holy  things. 
If  we  love  to  read  or  hear  of  the  many  true  stories 
which  are  told  of  the  last  moments  of  our  brave 
Christian  brethren  in  their  death-beds  on  the  bloody 
field,  their  kindness  to  one  another,  and  to  the  en- 
emy, their  messages  home,  so  loving,  so  religious,  so 
resigned :  it  is  pleasant  also,  and  comfortable  to  be 
told  of  the  little  tokens  of  devout  hearts  which  were 
observed  in  our  poor  wounded  and  dying  enemies. 
For  instance,  one  of  our  officers  who  understood  the 
Eussian  language  went  about  the  field  after  this  last 
dreadful  battle  to  speak  a  few  words  of  comfort  to 
them  and  offer  them  water ;  and  he  observed  before 
they  would  drink,  even  in  that  agony  of  thirst,  they 
were  careful  to  cross  themselves,  after  their  custom, 
and  say  a  word  (those  who  could  speak)  of  thanks- 
giving. Surely,  amid  all  the  cruelties  we  have  heard 
of,  the  fierceness  of  man  did  on  that  day  turn  to  the 
praise  of  Almighty  God. 

For  so  many  thousands  of  wounded,  and  perhaps 
as  many  sick,  nurses  and  other  help  were  greatly 
wanted,  and  here  again  the  fierceness  of  man  turned 
visibly  to  God's  glory,  for  as  soon  as  ever  the  need 
was  told  of  (I  am  speaking  of  what  you  all  know), 
very  many  English  women  were  found  eager  and 
thankful  to  leave  their  homes,  and  in  some  peril  and 
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with  the  loss  of  many  comforts,  they  are  gone  all  the 
way  to  do  the  work  of  common  hospital  nurses  for 
our  wounded  and  sick  soldiers,  and  for  such  of  our 
enemies  as  may  be  lying  in  the  same  hospital.  They 
go,  my  brethren,  because  they  have  listened  to  a  word 
spoken  in  their  ears,  spoken  by  one  who  hath  autho- 
rity, and  the  word  is  this, — Inasmuch  as  ye  visited 
one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  in  their  sick- 
ness, ye  visited  Me.  They  go  because  they  love  their 
Lord,  and  the  desire  of  their  heart  is  to  wait  upon 
Him,  and  they  doubt  not,  but  earnestly  believe  His 
promise  to  those  who  shall  give  any  of  his  little 
ones  but  a  cup  of  cold  water  for  His  sake.  And  who 
knows  how  much  good  their  example  may  do,  how 
many,  rich  and  poor,  may  be  stirred  by  God's  good 
Spirit  to  devote  themselves  to  like  works  of  mercy, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad.  Oh,  happy  will  that  day 
be  for  our  dearly-beloved  England,  whenever  (if  so 
be)  it  shall  please  God  to  pour  out  of  His  Spirit  abun- 
dantly on  a  great  many  of  our  sons  and  our  daughters, 
His  servants  and  handmaidens  in  this  realm,  that  they 
may  in  like  manner  give  up  themselves  and  all  that 
they  have,  to  wait  on  Him  and  His  poor  in  some 
pious  and  charitable  work.  He  that  is  able  to  receive 
it  J  let  him  receive  it. 

Few  in  comparison  will  ever  be  able  to  do  so ;  but, 
dear  brethren  and  sisters,  is  there  nothing  in  the 
power  of  us  who  must  remain  at  home,  whereby  we 
may  in  our  humble  measure  help  to  fulfil  the  Psalm- 
ist's divine  saying,  and  cause  this  present  fierceness 
of  man  to  turn  more  and  more  to  God's  praise  ?  Yes, 
there  is  something,  and  a  great  deal,  which  may  be 
done,  if  persons  will  follow  up  the  natural  thoughts 
of  their  hearts  at  such  a  time  as  this,  and  not  suffer 
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them  to  pass  lightly  away.  Hardly  one  of  us,  I  dare 
say,  but  is  deeply  moved  by  this  war:  one  way  or 
another,  we  are  come  to  think  very  much  indeed  of  it. 
It  moves  all  our  hearts  together,  and  it  moves  them 
deeply.  However  light-minded  and  trifling  a  person 
may  generally  be,  the  thought  of  this  war  makes  him 
serious,  because  it  is  so  serious  an  affitir;  and  how- 
ever little  fellow-feeling  for  his  neighbours  a  person 
may  commonly  have,  this  war,  in  which  all,  or  nearly 
all,  feel  alike,  must  tend  towards  mutual  kindness 
and  brotherly  love  amongst  ourselves.  It  rests  with 
us  all,  with  each  one  of  us,  to  encourage  these  good 
feelings  or  no.  How  can  you  do  so  ?  By  your  prayers 
and  by  your  alms.  Every  sincere  prayer  that  you  offer 
in  the  fulness  of  your  heart  for  those  engaged  in  the 
war,  or  for  those  who  wait  on  them,  will  return  into 
your  own  bosom ;  it  will  bring  you  a  blessing  from 
the  Lord,  and  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  it  maketh  rich ; 
you  know  not  how  far  it  may  reach  for  your  good. 
Then  as  to  alms:  I  have  good  hope,  my  brethren, 
that  you  will  be  open-hearted  and  open-handed  to- 
day, for  very  admiration  and  pity's  sake.  But  if  you 
stop  there  it  will  not  be  enough,  it  will  not  turn 
directly  to  God's  praise.  He  expects  you  to  open 
your  heart  and  your  hands  wide  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  your  brethren  fallen  in  this  war,  not  for 
their  sake  only,  but  for  His  own,  for  your  blessed 
Saviour,  Jesus  Christ's  sake.  Think  of  Him,  not  of 
your  brethren  only ;  hearken  to  Him,  for  indeed  it  is 
He  who  is  speaking  to  you ;  offer  what  you  can  for 
His  sake  ;  so  shall  your  prayers  and  your  alms  go  up 
together  for  a  memorial  before  God,  in  union  with 
those  of  your  brethren  afar  off;  for  they  too  have 
their  offerings,  in  the  act  of  dying  themselves  they 
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do  not  forget  their  comrades  whom  they  leave  be- 
hind. I  was  told  the  other  day  of  an  officer,  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  in  the  act  of  falling  from  his 
horse,  how  he  called  out  to  a  sergeant  at  hand, 
"  Take  the  money  out  of  my  pocket  and  give  it  to  the 
widows  and  orphans,"  and  so,  with  a  farewell  to  his 
commanding  officer,  he  died.  I  say,  our  prayers  and 
alms  at  home,  if  we  try  to  be  in  earnest,  will  go  up 
with  such  noble  alms  and  prayers  as  those,  even  as 
St.  Peter's  went  up  in  union  with  those  of  Cornelius, 
though  far  away,  and  knowing  nothing  at  the  time  of 
each  other,  and  each  inherited  an  unspeakable  bless- 
ing. You  will  comfort  the  poor  bereaved  widow's 
heart,  you  will  help  to  take  away  one  of  the  thoughts 
which  most  embitter  the  last  moments  of  our  brave 
soldiers  abroad,  they  will  be  in  less  fear  of  leaving 
their  families  in  want,  they  will  bless  you  and  pray 
for  you  in  dying,  and  who  knows  but  all  our  prayers 
united  may  draw  down  a  great  blessing.  If  we  cry 
out  all  together,  out  of  true  penitent  hearts,  we  shall 
not  cry  in  vain,  "  Give  peace  in  our  time,  0  Lord." 

HUSSLEY, 

Dec.  10,  1854. 
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